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Film Critics 


June 1, ’36, to May 30, '37 





@ (Neo Opinion), Pct, (Percentage). 


(This Score based 


KATE CAMERON (News) ecceccscce 
BLAND JOHANESON (Mirror)... 
ARCHER WINSTEN (Post) ....... 
HOWARD BARNES (Her Trib)... 
REGINA CREWE (American) ..... 
WILLIAM BOEHNEL 
EILEEN CREELMAN (Sun) ....., 


FRANK S. NUGENT (Times) ..... 
ROBERT GARLAND (American) . 


(This Score based 


DORIS ARDEN?* (Times) .....-.-- 
MAE TINEE} (Tribune) ,......... 
CAROL FRINK (Her-Examiner) .,. 
CLARK RODENBACK (News) ....- 
® Eleanor Keene 

? Frances Kurner 





Key te Abbreviations: PC (Pictures Caught), R 


NEW YORK 


(World-Tele).. 


ROSE PELSWICK (Journal) ......++«- 


VARIETY (combined) .ecccesseeee 


CHICAGO 





(Right), W (Wrong), 
on 528 pictures) 
PC. R. w. oO. Pet. 
coe 160 119 41 ee -743 
coo 200 190 90 7 .734 
ose 114 83 31 ee -728 
snes 58 33 = -713 
cco BIG 82 33 3 .693 
245 159 86 o 649 
ose ee 109 52 7 .648 
144 93 27 24 .645 
cece 122 76 39 7 .623 
coe 1S 100 31 38 591 
eos One 445 83 a .842 
on 256 pictures) 
PC. R. w. oO. Pct. 
sos 187 140 46 1 -740 
ooo 106 129 47 12 .689 
coe 164 107 32 25 652 
oes 362 99 37 26 611 








CHICAGO DOES 
IT TO SUIT 
RADIO 


Chicago, June 1. 
Even politically run affairs in this 
town are being lined up to suit 
radio’s convenience, the events in 
Chicago Charter Jubilee being 


changed considerably from original 
plans for no other reason than that 
they be scheduled when time is 
available for airings. 

First plans for the 250 mile auto 
race to be run on lake front as a 
June event, called for usual after- 
noon hours, and broadcasting pri- 
vileges were to be given exclusivery 
to one station—for a price. Station 
nixed the money deal, claiming it | 
would do Chi more good if every- 
body got it free, and consequently 
promised that all three nets would 
aicv the event if it was on cuff, and 
at a suitable time. City fathers then 
obediently switched race from 
afternoon spot to an 11 a.m. to 2:00 
p.m. shot, which, while it does the 
unprecedented thing of tying up the 
whole lake front during peak of 
Saturday traffic, does not interfere 


| Svensk ace, 
|two of firm’s peddiers this summer 





ia any way with broadcast of ball 
Baines, 
Figure that such switches are 


hecessary because of publicity value 
vf broadcasts, and radio giving the 
Jubilee a better break than are the 
Mewspaj vers, 





land distributing company, will 


New Idea in Pix—Selling 
Is by Billboard Plane. 


Stockholm, June 1. 
Swedish film producing 
in- 
augurate the use of the first flying 
film salesman when Kurt Bjorkwall, 
takes to the air with 


Wivefilm, 


on a nationwide tour of Swedish 
exhibs. 

Plane will carry ballyhoo on its 
wings, fuselage and rudders, plug- 
ging Wivefilm releases. 


ENGLAND LIMITS 





FOREIGN TALENT 


| legit scoring, 
| of the N. Y. Mirror, 


GOLEMAN, LE 


CAMERON, FILME 


First Win for N. Y. Mirror 
Play-Viewer with .914 
Average—N.Y. News Film 
Tabber Back on Top — 
Doris Arden Clicks Again 
in Chi—Gabriel, 


son, Tinee Runner-Uppers 


all; 





Johane- 


528 PIX, 90 SHOWS 


Robert Coleman 
Mirror, N. Y., and Kate Cameron 
(pictures) of the Daily News, N. Y., 
are the winners of the Varisery box 
scores on New York criticism cov- 
ering the 1936-'37 show season, which 
has just ended. Coleman, who wins 
for the first time, succeeds Gilbert 
Gabriel of the N. Y. American, four- 
time winner of the top rating in 
legit, and Miss Cameron 
Thornton Delehanty, formerly of the 
N. Y. Post, at the head of the film 
critic list. 

Coleman's mark for stage show 
coverage is 914. H's batting average 
shows that he made only five wrong 
guesses in 82 tries. 
reviewing 160 pictures, clocked 119 
rights and 41 wrongs for an average 
of .743. Coleman gave no opinion 
twice and the film critic 
never was undecided 

Broadway legit year produced only 
90 new shows, on which the 
sonal figures were based in deter- 
mining the winning critic. In the 
films the ratings are based on a total 
of 528 pictures caught by the vari- 
ous reviewers, although none of the 


(legit) of the 


film viewers caught more than half} 


that number. 
Winner of the film critics box 
score for Chicago is Doris Arden 


(Ellen Keene) of the Times, who is 
victor for the sixth consecutive sea- 


son. Miss Arden rang up a .740 bat-! 


ting average with 140 rights, 46 
wrongs and one no opinion on 187 
pictures caught, Second place goes 
to Mae Tinee (Frances Kurner) of 
the Tribune, with a score of .689. 
Gilbert Gabriel, last year’s win- 
ner, was runner up in the N. Y. 
and Bland Johaneson, 
ranks second 


| among the Broadway film crix. 


London, June 1, 
Latest decision of the Labor Min- | 
istry is to cease allowing foreign | 
acts to work longer than six consec- | 


utive months. Aiter achieving that 
span, acts must exit England and | 
cannot return until a six months’ | 


period has elapsed. 

The ruling becomes effective this | 
month. Only ones exempt are for- 
eigners operating their own vaude 
units. 

Affecting scores of actors in legit, | 
vaude and niteries, no troupers are | 
permitted to remain here after ter- | 
mination of their original contracts | 


unless they have sufficient tim®| 
booked ahead to allow a minimum 
of 25% layolf time. 


| that Burns 


| the Post, N. Y. 


Reviewing films by the symbol 
system (stars) was used successfully 
by Miss Cameron in running away 
with the N. Y. film honors this sea- 
son, and this method was also used 
by Miss Arden, the winner 
cago. It is a curious circumstance 
Mantle, who uses stars 
to classify stage productions for the 
Daily News, N. Y., ranks last in the 
legit box score. Archer 
a clock 


using sym- 


bol system, was third in the picture! 


count-up. 

This is the 14th annual box score 
for the legit show reviewers and the 
tenth for the film eritics. 

Film critics’ story on page 4. 

Drama critics’ story on page 55. 
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replaces | 


Miss Cameron, in| 


winner | 
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in Chi-| 
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O (no opinion expressed), Pct. 





Dramatic Critics Box Score 


Season of ’36-'37 


Key to abbreviations: SR (shows reviewed), R (right), 
(percentage), 


SR, R. Ww. Oo Pct. 
COLEMAN (Mirror) Sever eceseresenese $2 75 5 2 914 
GABRIEL (American) eecccececcesss 0aeecee 71 % ee B98 
BROWN (Post) ccsccccsstcccccsercoes ye. 63 8 i B87 
ATKINSON _(TimeS) cscccccccccccccces (4 61 8 3 B47 
ANDERSON (Journal) ecoccoccccccecce S20 68 14 x“ 828 
WATTS ATDUNe) - be 00066 0645080000 .. 84 68 13 3 B09 
LOOCERIOS. (Bun) vecctosestseciacoeac 84 67 13 4 -7197 
GILBERT (Telegram) ccccoceseesssesss 81 56 20 5 691 
MANTLE (N€WS) ccoccccscccscessssees 82 50 32 ve .609 
VARIETY (Combined) ,.... . 90 $l 9 oe 900 


(This score based « on 90 new shows) 


May 18, 1937) 


W (wrong), 














Central America Also 
Has a Borscht Circuit 





Guatemala City, June 1. 

The life-of-the-party racket has 
now extended to tourist guides in 
the Central American’ republics. 
Even the train conductors en route 
from San Jose, the seaport of Guate- 
mala, double into native troubadour 
routines, with harmonica solos and 
| operatic arias as part of their jobs to 
| while away the hours for tourists. 

United Fruit and Grace Liners 
stopping off at San Jose make pos- 
sible four-a-month itineraries from 
the port up to the capital city, which 
is a three-hour train ride. 

Best trains in tnis republic are put 
into service for the benefit of the 
and the specially manned 
crews, in between punching tickets, 
does its off-to-Buffaloes in accepted 
borscht circuit style. 


COP WON'T BE 


| of 


| dispensing water and free pineapple, | 


History of Nudity 0 On the Stage— 
From Mazeppa’ to the Minsky Era 


+ 
{ 
| 
| 


By EPES W. SARGENT 


Practical abolition of the strip 
tease by the simple expedient of 
shutting down the burlesque houses, 
brings to at least a temporary end 
the gradual buildup of stage sensa- 
tion which started back in the 60's 
the past century when Adah 
Isaacs Menken sprang on a startled 
public her performance of ‘Mazeppa, 
or the Wild Horse of Tartary.’ 

Strictly speaking, this was not the 
first shocker. The Elizabethan dra- 
matists require very careful editing 
to get their dramatic output down 
to the more conservative level of, 
‘Tobacco Road,’ but their of- 
were chiefly verbal. The 
Menken was physical. 

Probably today ‘Mazeppa’ would 
excite more ribald chuckles than 
‘The Drunkard’ if played and cos- 
tumed in the ancient manner, but 
audiences gasped and the clergy de- 
nounced when the big scene was 
reached. In this the unfortunate 
Mazeppa was supposed to be lashed, 
nude, to the back of an untamed 


Say, 
lenses 


| stallion and driven out into the des- 


CENSOR, QUITS 


Detroit, June 1. 
Vexed because he was appointed 
oe police censor to succeed Lieut. 
Lester Potter, retired, Detective 
Ede ar Neal, assistant to Potter for 
several years, resigned from. the 


police department last week and may 
take a fling at opera. 

Neal, who writes torch songs, was 
demoted in 1933 when a= fellow 
officer found him playing the piano 
in a cabaret while on duty. He was 
restored to detective rank in 1934 

Neal married his third wife, Esther 
Szalk, of the ‘Hotcha Revue,’ in 1936 
after divorcing his second wife, who 
| was Shiekee Haswood, burlesque 
dancer, 


Olate Siberian steppes to meet what 
fate she might. After leaving the 
stage, if headroom permitted, the 
horse cantered up a runway at the 
rear. At the Thalia, down on the 
Bowery, the nag negotiated three 
such ascents, the alltime tops ina 
sensation, 

But it was not the horse that made 
the sensation. Rather it was Miss 
Menken’s costume, for authentic 
portraits of that day depict her ina 
daring costume of baggy trunks, 
sufficient material to 
three or four modern-day 
bathing suits. She also wore a sash 
in lieaw of a brassiere. For the rest 
she wus clad in tights and fleshings. 
Tights were then relegated chiefly 
to male circus performers They 
also worn by Shakespearian Vi- 
Rosalinds and the like, but 

with such a barefaced ate 
egest nudity. 

In no time at all rather more 
a dozen were 

(Continued 
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Department of Justice Clamps Down 


On Anti-Trust Chatter in Pic Biz; 
No Action Intended, Says Cummings 


4 


Washington, June 1. 

Lid went on gossip about the anti- 
trust crusade ‘against the film indus- 
try last week when Attorney Gen- 
eral Cummings and the justice de- 
partment higher-ups shushed re- 
ports that a flock of criminal and 
civil cases are in prospect. 

With a direct slap at Asst. Atty. 
Gen. Joseph B. Keenan, who lately 
declared the time has come for pad- 
dling the industry, the chief G-man 
retorted that, as far as he is aware, 
there are no plans for using the lash, 
and hinted that subjects of com- 
plaints have been co-operative in 
making adjustments. Cummings put 
a gag on Keenan, who is in charge of 
criminal matters, by asserting that 
Robert H. Jackson is the head of the 
anti-trust division, a remark inter- 
preted to méan Keenan was discuss- 
ing matters which are none of his 
concern. 

‘The reported plan to lay com- 
plainss about Loew’s and RKO be- 
fore a grand jury in Brooklyn drew 
a specific and enthusiastic demurrer 





+ 


Stone Moves to Par 


Hollywood, June 1. 
Andrew L. Stone has been re- 
leased from his Grand National con- 
tract to accept a writer-director- 
producer berth at Paramount. 
Last week for GN was ‘The Girl 
Said No.’ 


Mth-FOX MEET 
HEARS ABOUT 
NEWSREELS 


Hollywood, June 1. 
Sales convention. of 20th-Fox 
boomed off te a start Sunday (30) 











from Cummings. Remarking no such 
action can occur without his acquies- 
cence; he denied orders for this pro- 
cedure have been issued arid added | 
they are not contemplated. 

Recall of Albert Law, special anti- 
trust agent who has been quizzing 
Southern California independent ex- 
hibitors, was believed to have no 
significance. Cummings rejected the 
theory that Law’s return to Wash- 
ington. foreshadowed prosecutions 
and added there is no relation be- 
tween his activity and Keenan’s 
sound-off on the Coast. Observers 
remarked that customary tip-off on 
court proceedings is dispatch of at- 
torneys from headquarters to the 
field, rather than the reverse move- 
ment. 











Still Fear, However | 

The denials did not remove appre- 
hension completely from local film 
ranks, however. Attention was drawn 
to thé fact that Cummings, as well 
as others in the D.J., added an ‘at 
this time’ tag to their declarations 
that no action is in prospect. While 
this may not have been meant to 
suggest anything, it was believed 
more than a coincidence that the 


(Continued on page 25) 


Willat Will ‘Roar’ 


Hollywood, June 1. 
Scott Dunlap has pacted Irvin 
Willat to direct Monogram’s ‘Luck 
of Roaring Camp,’ which Harvey 
Gates wrote from the Bret Harte 
story. 
Joseph Henry Steele associate pro- 


ducer, has set today (Tues) as the 
starting date. 


SAILINGS 


June 12 (New York to London) 
Jessie Ernst (Georgic), 

June 2 (New York to Paris) 
Adrian, Gladys Swarthout, Frank 
Chapman, Collette d’Arville, Nat 
Deverich, Lee Shubert, Carl Laemmle, 
Sr. Alexander Korda, Madame 
Frances Alda, L. Godowski, Joseph 
Ermolieff, Eric Locke, Sheila Gra- 
ham (Normandie). 


June 2 (New York to London) Sir 
Cedric Hardwicke, Mary Ellis (Aqui- 
tania). 

June 2 (London to 
Ralph Hanbury, 
(Champlain). 

June 2 (London to New York) 
Barney Balaban, John W. Hicks, Jr. 
(Queen Mary). 








New York) 
William B. Levy 








with. around 340. delegates in at- 
tendance, including field reps. from 
around the world. 


Sunday was: devoted to informal 


huddles and handshaking. On Mon- 
|day the business. sessions steamed 
up. Truman Taliey, in a -report, 


stated that Fox Movietone News’ 
revenue in the U. S: last year rose 
from $37,000 weekly’ to $45,000, with 
1,000, new. accounts obtained for a 
grand. .total of 6,000 theatres now 
being .. serviced.’ Lowell. -Thomas, 
’reel’s commentator, also. addressed 
the sales mob. ‘ 

Employes from 21 exchanges, 647 
of ‘em, shared in the $32,000 prize 
money, with St. John’s, New Bruns- 


| wick, office. copping top honors and 


(Continued on page 58) 


THREE-WAY LENSING IN 
DISNEY’S TEST TUBES 


Hollywood, June 1. 

Walt Disney is giving his new 
three-dimensional photography the 
works in short sequences of current 
Silly Symphonies in order to put 
the process to the test before launch- 
ing ‘Snow White,’ his first feature- 
length cartoon for RKO-Radio re- 
lease. 

Because of its additional cost, the 
three-dimension process will be con- 
fined to full-length productions and 
will not be used in. shorts. Two 
Sillies already delivered contain 
short sequences of the process and 
|a third, ‘The Old Mill,” will be pre- 
viewed soon. 


| Sol on a Sit Down : 


| 




















Hollywood, June 1. 
Fog and clouds that hovered over 
Hollywood last week hampered 
shooting on Samuel Goldwyn’s ‘The 
Hurricane.’ South Sea Island set 
erected on the lot for Director John 
Ford was vacated while players 
huddled in grass-thatched huts 
watching the weather. 
Company has toiled 


| indoors as 
| much as possible. 





| 
| 
| 





| Through the last several weeks ji 


U Feeds Stahl 


Hollywood, June 1, 
John M. Stahl, returning to Uni- 
versal on a directing and producing 
pact to run 30 months, will be guest- 
ed at a feed to be tossed tomorrow 
night (Wed.) by studio executives. 
Stahl has been at Metro, where 
his last work was on ‘Parnell.’ First 
assignment on the new U ticket will 
be. disclosed tomorrow night. Bow- 
out on his old U contract was on 
‘Magnificent Obsession.’ 


Sheehan Back to Coast; 
_ Talked to Korda, but Only 
| As ‘Friend to Friend’ 


| Winfield R. Sheehan departed for 
‘the Coast last Friday (28). Upon his 
| departure it was indicated that there 
|was ‘no news’ concerning his pros- 
|pective intentions to return to pro- 
|duction of films. « 
| Sheehan and Alexander Korda are 
| understood to have talked following 
ithe latter’s return from the Coast. 
| Explanation of this conference from 
|\the Sheehan end is that the two are 
|old friends. Belief in the trade, how- 
lever, persists that Sheehan is mull- 
'ing over a possible U.A. connection. 
There is no indication when Shee- 
han will return east and his stay on 
the Coast is figured to be an indefi- 
nite one this time. 


‘SOULS’ SET FOR N. Y.; 
ROAD BOOKING IN AIR 


As a result of delay in completing 
‘Souls at Sea,’ roadshow plans for 
the picture in various keys aeross 
the country are presently up in the 
air but negotiations for a New York 
house in which to two-a-day the pic- 
ture have been closed, Par getting 
the Astor from Metro. Picture opens 
there June 30. Globe, N. Y., which 
was being considered for ‘Souls’ on 
|}a run starting around June 15, was 
{taken by Universal for ‘Road Back’ 
|at a $2 top, starting June 14. 

Latest advices' from the Coast are 
| that ‘Souls at Sea’ will be ready 
by June 30, with ‘High, Wide and 
Handsome,’ also planned for road- 
showing, to come later. 


























Gaumont Scripts Being 








Hollywood, June 1. 
Story properties owned by Gau- 
mont British when that company 
ceased production activities are be- 
ing offered around Hollywood by 
Charles Urry of London, 
Scripts are in shooting form. 


New la. Censor Bd. 


Des Moines, June 1. 

| Film censorship board of 15 mem- 
|bers is to be appointed by Mayor 
Wm. Guilfoyle, Council Bluffs, Iowa, 
with the members to represent the 
Ministerial Union, Parent-Teacher 
association, dramatics groups, the- 
atre managers and newspaper re- 
| porters, 

This preview procedure, Mayor 
explained, will avert responsibility 
of censorship from himself, and re- 
sulted from the recent one-man 
censorship fiasco attempted by 
Mayor Dan Butler of Omaha in the 
case of ‘Idiot’s Delight.’ 

















; Radio Film | ee 


‘Cafe Metropole’ 


t has been noticeable that the Holly- 


June 2 (London to New York) Mr. | wood Hotel programs no longer fully follow the stories through to their 
and Mrs. Jack Whiting (Washing-| genouements, but reach the high pitch of plot and excitement, and sud- 


ton). 

June 1 (New York to London) 
Peggy Ashcroft (Europa). 

May 29 (New York to Rome) Mr. 
and Mrs. Walter Damrosch (Rex). 

May 29 (Los Angeles to Honolulu) 
Robert Taylor (Luline). 

May 28 (New York to London) 
Erika Mann, Andre Daven, Rex 
Frost, Mme. 
(Paris). 


John C. Thorpe (Aquitania). 


ARRIVALS 


Gloria Swanson, Glenda Farrell, 
Neil Hamilton, Jake Shubcit, Nat 
Levine, Sam Eckman. 





| denly shut. 


| Such arrangement will not please the air fans, but it might by a long | 
| stretch serve as teasing enough to help the pix at the wicket. 


It seems 


evident that the film producers have harkened to the demands of the 
| exhibs, and ceased letting radio caress ‘m for cuffo favors. 
Another new note noticed on last Friday's (28) ‘Hollywood Hotel’ broad- 


| cast was fact the film receiving air 


dramatization was one which has had 


| first, and, in many instances second, runs in just about all the key towns 


|in the country. Producer Darry! 


; F steadiest feeders of film fodder to ‘Hotel.’ 
Germaine Schnitzer | siring of his films on eves of their veleases. 


Zanuck has always been one of the 
Till now he has always o.k.'d 


| Adaptation to the ozone was lifeless and lumbering. Sleek, satiric and 
May 26 ‘(London to New York) sophisticated comedy that smacko'd on the screen was dislocated on the 
| air script. Vital ingredients that established the story on the screen were 
| either absent or swollen out of focus. 

Tyrone Power and Loretta Young were the only troupers from pic 


doubling back onto ozone. 


Lesser knowns essayed the key roles that had 


been done by Menjou and Ratoff, and in the substitutions the flavor flew 


out the window. 


Add those handicaps to the air yarn cruising up to a 


crescendo and then abruptly curling up its toes, and what have you? 


Peddled Around H’ wood 





| 


Coast Strike Settlement Expected; ; 


Various Factions in Get-Together 





Fowler’s Timber Line 


Hollywood, June 1. 

With pickets still all over the 
place, Gene Fowler saw a 
painting of a picket line in 
Stanley Rose’s gallery. 

Rented it for five bucks and 
carried it with him to the 
Brown Derby. Then had it 
hung up beside him while he 
ate. 

‘I don’t cross the picket lines 
anymore,’ is his alibi, ‘I carry 
them with me.’ 














Republic Cutting 
Release Program 


For 37-38 Season 


Republic is another producer-dis- 
tributor which this year will an- 
nounce a shorter program -than for 





the current (1936-37) season, total 
being lessened from 72, including 
westerns and serials, to 58 for the 
1937-'38 film semester. This pro- 


gram will be announced at the Re- 
public convention in Los Angeles, 
which opened yesterday (Tues.). 

Lineup will be composed of 30 
features, 24 westerns and _ four 
serials. This year’s 72 included 16 
westerns which Repub contracted to 
release for A. W. Hackel. Hackel 
has completed his entire group but 
it is doubtful whether the other 56 
which Repub promised will be de- 
livered. 

Republic, for 1937-'38, is schedul- 
ing one group of four features 
which will: point for ‘A’ bookings. 
These will include a ‘Hit Parade of 
1938,’ and outdoor spectacle, ‘Wagons 
Westward,’ and two other musicals, 
‘Manhattan Merry-Go-Round’ and 
‘All Hands on Deck.’ Balance of the 
features will be divided into two 
groups, one of 10, another of 16. 
Twenty-four westerns will embrace 
four groups. There will be four 
Gene Autry cowboy dramas; four 
musical westefns, also with Autry; 
eight Three Mesquiteer westerns 
and eight Bob Steeles. 

Following the present convention 
in L. A. attended by all Repub 
franchise holders, J. J. Milstein, 
v.-p. in charge of sales and Sam 
Hacker, manager of the contract de- 
partment, will conduct four regional 
sales meetings. First will be held 
in San Francisco Friday (4), second 
in Chicago June 9, third in New 
Orleans June 11 and fourth in New 
York June 14. 





Lester Thompson Gets 
- Hays Office P.A. Post 


Lester Thompson has been offi- 
cially designated as director of the 
Advertising Advisory Council of the 
Motion Picture Producers and Dis- 
tributors, succeeding the late J. J. 
McCarthy. Council comprises di- 
rectors of advertising and publicity 
departments of member companies. 

Thompson was an assistant to Mc- 
Carthy since {ne organization of the 
council in 1934. He has been acting 
director since McCarthy's death. 








L. A. to N. Y. 


Jack Chaqueneau. 
Edward Finney. 
John La Gatta. 
Harold Goodman. 
Robert Hussey. 
Larry Kent. 

Sir Harry Lauder. 
Leon Leonidoff. 
Les Peterson. 
Arthur Rose. 
Wesley Ruggles. 
Gustave Schaefer. 
Arthur Schwartz. 
Frankie Thomas. 
Joe Weil. 

Yacht Club Boys. 


Cowdin to Europe 


Hollywood, June 1, 
J. Cheever Cowdin left Sat. (29) 














| 


for New York, and after a fortnight 
in the east will sail for Europe again. 
Due back on the Coast by Aug. 15. 











Hollywood, June 1. 

Strike settlement is expected to 
come today out of a series of con- 
ferences scheduled among producers, 
George Browne, IATSE prez, and 
reps of the painters’ union: If peace 
is effected, it is believed it would 
mean the end of the Federated 
Motion Picture Crafts. 

FMPC officers were to meet today 
with Louis B. Mayer on union shop 
negotiations, which collapsed: last 
week when Browne threatened dire 
things because he wasn’t consulted. 

Joe Clarke, painters’ international 
vice-prez, got’ in Monday (31) for 
conversations with Pat Casey and 
Browne. He said he is primarily in- 
terested in getting painters and 
scenic artists back on their jobs 
under a union shop setup. Urider- 
stood that left-wingers in’ FMPC 
will try to keep the organization 
intact as a nucleus for a tieup with 


CIO after the present walkout is 
ended. 
Screen Actors’ Guild is planting 


checkers in the studios to see that 
their new agreement with the pro- 
ducers is enforced. 

(Continued on, page 21), 


FLEISCHER STRIKE 
STILL DEADLOCKED 


Deadlock continues in strike at the 
Max Fleischer studios, N. Y., by the 
Commercial Artists & Designers’ 
Union. Two other unions, Motion 
Picture Machine Operators, Local 
306, and the musicians, Local 802, are 
actively participating. Sharply con- 
flicting versions are given by the op- 
posing sides regarding the progress 
of the strike. 

According to the unions, produc- 

tion at the studios is at a standstill, 
with the recent joining up of 306 and 
802 in the strike further embarras- 
sing Fleischer. Picketing of the stu- 
dios continues, with mass picketing 
twice daily. Action by 802 against 
Dave Fleischer, brother of Max and 
musical director of the studios, is 
also said to be pending. Claimed 
that Fleischer will be unable to pro- 
vide any sound track for his ani- 
mated cartoons until he settles with 
802. His studio officials intimated 
last week that they might do the 
sound recording at the Paramount 
studios, his releasing outlet, but the 
music union declares its members 
will refuse to work on the Fleischer 
product. 
’ Production at the studios, accord- 
ing to Fleischer officials, is now pro- 
ceeding at virtually 100% capacity. 
‘All but 15 of the 200 employees are 
now back at work,’ they say, and ‘as 
far as we are concerned, the strike 
is over.’ Fifteen employees still out, 
they explain, were discharged for 
participating in a ‘slow-down’ strike. 
Studio officials claim Fleischer has 
never been opposed to unionization, 
but that the CADU demands are 
‘excessive.’ Union claims that ‘85 
of the 120 Fleischer employees are 
now on strike.’ 

Novel picketing stunt was pulled 
off by the CADU last Saturday (29) 
in front of the studios, approxi- 
mately 20 children participating in a 
mass picket for nearly half an hour. 
Two nights previously police ar- 
rested 14 pickets and a private de- 
tective. Action occurred when pri- 
vate detectives escorted workers 
through the picket line. Girl picket 
accused a detective of assaulting her 
and demanded his arrest. Instead of 
arresting the detective, police ar- 
rested 14 pickets. Detective was 
finally pinched also, after a heated 
argument by union officials. All 15 
of the persons were released in cus- 
tody of their attorneys and will have 
further hearings later this week. 

In addition to the CADU pickets, 
the snake line in front of the stu- 
dios is now reinforced by pickets 
from 306 and 802. CADU, a new 
union, has meanwhile been recog- 
nized by the N. Y. Journal and the 
N. Y. American, Hearst papers. as 
the bargaining agency for artists in 
their advertising departments. 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Arthur Benline. 
S. C. Davidson. 

I. F. Dolid. 

Diana Reid. 

A. W. Schwalberg. 
Gloria Swanson. 
Herschel Stuart. 
Ernest Truex. 
Alex Yokel. 
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$20,000,000 FOR UA DEAL 





It Had to Come 





capitalized by a public issue. 


company. 


effect, 


in years. 


states they will continue. 


tion. 
direction of all UA distribution. 


now be regarded as very much ‘in 





For 18 years the owners of United Artists withstood tempting offers 
from bankers, groups.of bankers and just plain promoters, who saw 
rich opportunities in converting the company into a publicly owned 
corporation with stock exchange listing. 
Mary Pickford, Douglas Fairbanks, Charles Chaplin and D. W. Griffith, 
only the last named ever permitted his name and reputation to be 
: Corporation was an unsuccessful ven- 
ture, both for Griffith and the stockholders, 

At long last United Artists soon is to become a publicly-owned 
But Miss Pickford, Fairbanks and Chaplin, 
the position they have taken and held through the years, will have 
withdrawn as substantial owners before the bankers move in. Samuel 
Goldwyn and Alexander Korda, present co-owners, 
the ‘move to create funds for expansion actually marks a 
straight line development in the company’s policy. 
and Chaplin have been only occasional contributors to the produc- 
tion strength of the organization; Fairbanks has not made a picture 
Burden has been carried by Goldwyn and Korda, with the 
support of an occasional ‘independent producer.’ 
Wanger and David O. Selznick are producing for UA, and the an- 
nouncement of the change in corporate direction and 
Wanger is financed by the present owners 
of the company, with the exception of Korda. 

Most significant feature of the new alignment is the new importance 
of Samuel Goldwyn, both to the industry and to the UA organiza- 
In addition to his multiple production activities he assumes 
In this respect he is no neophyte. 
He started his career as a distributor. 
he has been producing exclusively, he never has loosened his grip 
or lessened his knowledge of distribution problems. 

The man who is alleged once to have said, 


Of the original founders, 


consistent in 


will remain, In 


Miss Pickford 


Currently, Walter 


management 


During the past 15 years, since 


‘Include me out,’ may 








Trade Conjectures Rife on Bill Fox: 
Will He Return to Pic Biz or Not?’ 


William Fox’s latest activities on 
the Coast have given rise to much 
conjecture regarding his possible 
active return to film production and 
gperation of theatres. Friends claim 
the magnate has no intentions of en- 
tering production or operation. Still, 
every corner of the business is rife 
with speculation on the subject. 

Under an agreement with the old 
Fox Film Co., made when Fox dis- 
posed of his interests in the firm, he 
is believed to have been inhibited 
from again becoming active in the 
trade. Recent accounts, however, 
have Fox very friendly with Sidney 
R. Kent, president of 20th-Fox, while 


+ 





the two were on the Coast. 

In this wise, it is possible that | 
Fox may have found a peaceful es- | 
cape from obstacles which have kept | 
him out of active operation in the | 
business. Whether he found a way 
out of the many lawsuits which have | 


had him entangled almost from the | 


moment that he retired from the old | 
Fox company, is another speculative 
point. 

Two of these suits have been pend- 
ing in Nassau County, N. Y., in 
which the firm with which he 
once was associated are plaintiffs. 
Damages sought by these suits 
from Fox aggregate upwards of) 
$25,000,000. Additionally, William | 
Fox has been involved in a bank- 
ruptey action pending in the Fed- | 


; amount 


eral courts of New Jersey. 


Fact that Fox now controls British 
Chemicolor has added to the causes 
for conjecture concerning his inten- | 
tions. Close friends believe that this | 

(Continued on page 58) 


UA SHOOTING ON 5; 


turning 


NEW COMPANY RECORD. 


! time low in the number of big shots 


Hollywood, June 1. 
Five features are before the cam- 
eras at United Artists, the largest 
number in the company’s history. 
Pictures in work are Walter Wan- 
Ser’s ‘52nd Street’ and ‘Vogues,’ and 
Samuel Goldwyn’s ‘Stella Dallas,’ 
‘The Hurricane’ and ‘Dead End.” 
Wanger Prods. will roll forth 
‘Summer Lighting’ June 7 and 
‘Stand-In’ June 14, with Tay Gar- 
nett directing the latter. 


Hays’ Vacash 


Will Hays left last night (Tues.) 
for his home in Sullivan, Ind., for a 
Visit. before going on his regular 
summer trip to the Coast next week. 

He will go to Crawfordsville, 
Ind., also, to attend the graduation 
ot his son, Will, Jr.. from Wabash 
College. Hays plans to return to 
N. Y. next Monday and head for 
Hollywood the latter part of the 
week, 





WRITERS NEXT 


Screen Writers Guild Calls Organi- 
zation Meeting 





Hollywood, June 1, 
Screen Writers Guild bobbing 
up again, with an organization meet- 
ing called for tonight (Tuesday), 


1s 


+ 








New group will oppose the Screen | 


Playwrights, which has a strong pro- 
ducer influence. Likely that 


the | 


Guilders will cast their lot with-the| 


Dramatists League, although there 
may be some difficulty on that as a 
result of last year’s fiasco. 





Exec Post for Dunphy? 


Holly wood, June 1, 





Christopher Dunphy takes a vaca- | 
tion abroad at the close of the Par- | 


convention. 
licity head may move into an execu- 
tive spot on his return. 
Robert Gillham will 
during Dunphy’s absence. 


base here 


Studio pub-! 


KORDA, GOLOWYN 


Stock Probable in 
Buy-out of Chaplin, Fair- 


Issue 


banks, Pickford Holdings | 


— Indie Financing Will 


Continue 


LEHMAN BROS. IN? 


Hollywood, June 1. 
Financing of around $20,000,000 is 
being simultaneously negotiated in 
New York and London for the new 
United Artists’ set-up, to acquire the 
holdings in the distributing corpora- 


tion of Mary Pickford, Douglas Fair- | 


banks and Charlie Chaplin and vest | 


production authority in the hands of 


Sam Goldwyn and Alexander Korda. | 


Dr. 
man of the UA Corp., 


that Miss Pickford, Fairbanks and 


A. H. Giannini, prez and chair- | 
has affirmed | 


Chaplin have given options on their | 


holdings in UA’s distributing organ- 
ization to Goldwyn and Korda, 
there will, in no event, be changes 
in existing releasing contracts, 
| that there will be no alterations of 
production plans already announced. 

Dr. Giannini would not further 
_ clarify the situation, nor discuss the 
| lifting of the option held by Gold- 
wyn and Korda. 

UA execs have refused to release 
terms of the option or its conditions. 
From an authoritative source, 

(Continued on page 21) 


Warner Back at Studio 


how- 





Hollywood, June 1. 
Warner returned to the | 
last week after a month in 
the east. Eddie Selzer, publicity 
chief, accompanied him. 

Selzer visited newspaper offices in 
leading cities on his trip across the 
continent and reported that demand 
is growing for exclusive copy from 
studio pufferies, as contrasted to 
skepticism formerly exhibited to- 
ward Hollywood-created news and 
feature material. 


COKELL TO COAST 


Jack L. 
studio 





that | 


and | 


Walter B. Cokell, Paramount treas- | 


urer, left Monday (31) for the Coast | 
to confer with Adolph Zukor and | 
other studio officials. 

He may remain through the 
convention, which opens in Los An- 
geles June 10. 


Those Swivel-Chair Blues 


No Execs Pee Or a aos Alibi 
for Digging Mighty Little News 


Wheels of the picture industry are 
with a minimum of execu- 
at New York desks. For the 
of May and June, an all- 


tives 
months 


available at home offices will be set, 


| while on the Coast, where most of 
the executives are spending their 
| time, the two months will probably 
establish a record high. 
Conventions are largely responsi- 
ble for the marked scarcity of in- 
dustry moguls in the east. Majority 





of these conventions are being held 
in Hollywood this year and, in prep- 
aration for them as well as during 
the the draught on the 
home offices is so terrific that subal- 
terns who never have much author- 
ity are beginning to learn how it 
feels to be the biggest big boy 
around. 

Those who could not be 
during the past week at their 
York desks. a few for several weeks 
past. include S. R. Kent,. John D. 
Clark. Charles E. McCarthy, Leo 
Spitz, Barney Balaban, Harry M. 
Warner, Ned E. Depinet, 
Schaefer, A. W. Smith, Jrv.. Y. Frank 

(Continued on page 25) 


sessions, 


found 





New | 


George J. | 


vice-prez and treasurer, has moved 
from San Mateo to Hollywood and Hollywood. June 1 
installed himself with General Man- Sam Bischoi¥. back from his Ha- 
ager Lester Cowan on the Selznick | waii vacation, is planning 10 produc- 
International lot. tions at Warners. to be started in the | 
Board meeting of Renowned Ar- | next few months 
tists Corp. was held here today They are: ‘Hollywood Hotel,’ with | 
(Tues.), at which time Louis Lurie, | Ginger fogers and Dick Powell; || 
Frisco capitalist, was named presi- | ‘Casino, “The Farnsworth Woman,’ || 
| dent. Post of board chairman goes | with Kay Francis; ‘The White Rajah,’ 
to Sol Rosenblatt. ‘Swing Your Lady, ‘The Smiling 
Other officers already elected are |Corpse, “Three Cheers for the Irish,’ 
Garfield Betner, vice prez and treas-|‘Boy of Min »” ‘Chalked Out, by 
urer, and Lester Cowan, general! Warden Lewis E. Lav and ‘The 





| RENOWNED-UA PACT 
AWAITS SIGNATURES 


Hollywood, June 1. 

Releasing agreement between Re- 
nowned Artists and United Artists 
has been drawn up by attorneys and 
awaits signature by principals of 
both parties. Renowned’s initialer 
under the pact will be ‘Quiet Man,’ 
from an original by Frank Walsh 
John Ford will direct. 


Garfield D. Merner, Renowned 


manager. 


Par | ; 
| Mayer's 


| there 


being 








Warner Bros. Reported Buying 


FEA THAT MUCH Heavily Into Paramount Stock, 
But No Merger, Wall St. Claims 





LONDON CHATTER HAS 
PAR-UA MERGE NEXT 


London, June 1. 

That transaction which has 
been negotiated in America for 
contrel of United Artists by 
Alexander Korda, Samuel Gold- 
wyn and Emanuel Silverstone 
may be a_ preliminary’ step 
tewards an eventual amailga- 
mation of United Artists with 
Paramount, 

Inquiry will reveal that Par- 
amount intends to increase the 
amount of its common shares 
outstanding, and if the circum- 
stances are so, it could well be 
that such additional shares will 
be devoted partly, if not wholly, 
to such a venture. 

Among authoritative circles 
there exists a strong impression 
that Barney Balaban has been 
making a study of United Artists 
distribution, from this side of 
the Atlantic. His protracted 
stay on this side, even possibly 
absenting himself from his com- 
pany’s annual convention’ in 
California, scheduled fer June 
16, may confirm such specula- 
tion. 

If this be so, the funds with 
which Korda-Goldwyn-Silver- 
stone will be provided to con- 
clude the U.A. deal may be 
coming from Paramount, at 
least in part, 











MAYER’S PACT 
RENEWAL 
DUE 


Filmdom’s orbs are peeled 
Louis B. Mayer. 


coon, 


upon 
dominant Loew ty- 
Mayer's contract with Metro 


must be renewed soon. Because of 


importance in the’ trade 
is more than casual interest 


manifested in his possible 


future, 

Ci 
Mayer 
the trade throughout his career. He 
is tegarded the supreme 
figures of the side of the 
business. 


satively, as well as 


financially, 


* has been a leading figure in 


as one of 
production 


that there 
pact which 
But there 


Normal expectations are 
wili be a renewal of the 
binds Mayer with Loew’s. 
is always a chance 
that Mayer may come 
east soon, he makes periodic 
trips to the Atlantic slope, 
trip which he is plan- 
future may 


It is possible 
since 
business 
and that 
ning for 


any 
the neat 
among other 

ot this matter. 


include 


purposes a discussion 


‘SAM BISCHOFF BACK; 


AT WORK ON 10 PIX 


| Desert Song, 











Have Warners 
in Paramount? 
That's what 
are wondering 
downtown. 


bought a position 
some of 
about, 
There is 


the bigwigs 
uptown and 
a belief in in- 
formed circles that the Warner 
brothers (Harry, Abe and Jack), or 
interests close to them, have stepped 
out and acquired a substantial posi- 
tion in Paramount. 

Amount of stock: believed so ac- 
quired is put at around 40,000 shares 

It's easy to figure how such a situ- 
ation could have some of Par's 
siders, and certain bankers, on a 
see-saw, since the control of Para- 
mount, it is held, can be bought 
the open market. 

It may be that the Warners, 
terests close to them, 
such Par shares, have 
for private outsiders, and strictly on 
the investment tack. There is no 
official word to be had on the point. 

From all indications. the 
is supposed to be a private 
sonal one and not 
Warner Bros. firm, 

Annual shareholders’ meeting at 
Paramount falls on June 15, next. It 
is possible that whatever there may 


in- 


or in- 
in. purchasing 
been acting 


venture 

and per- 
involving the 
as such. 


be to the situation will be learned 
then, if not before. 
There has been no authoritative 


talk of an amalgamation of Par and 
W. B. for many months, and in so far 
as indicated, this angle has no con- 
nection at this time. 


Johnston West 

W. Ray 

Monogram  Picts., 
Coast last week 
and production 

Scott Dunlap. 
| two weeks. 


Herschel Stuart, 


Johnston, president of 

planed to the 
for story confabs 
conferences with 
He will be absent for 


company treasure 
er, already is in Hollywood. Eddie 
Golden, sales chief, comes back this 
week from Milwaukee, where he at- 
tended the Allied national conven- 
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Pic Agents Organize to Rid Ranks of | #«* 


Chiselers; Will 


<5 4 





Hollywood, June 1. 

Agents Protective Ass'n will be 
perfected at a meeting today (Tues. ). 
Motivated by a group calling itself 
‘The Original Ten,’ other agents will 
be asked to join after incorporation 
papers are okayed. 

Rigid code of practice is contem- 
plated and such infractions as raid- 
ing, client baiting and other unethi- 
cal behavior will be frowned on. 
Under consideration is a revision of 
current contract forms to allow a 
client the right of discharge in the 
event the agent fails to procure 
work for him within 30 days. Four 
months are permitted now by the 
State Labor Commission. 

Also in the works is a plan to 
slap a penalty on those who run 
afoul the prescribed setup. Agree- 
ment will be sought with producers 
for protection for both members and 
the organization as a whole. Polic- 
ing of their own group is contem- 
plated, with producers to be asked 





Hersholt’s Break 


























va 





to refrain from dealing with those | 
agents ‘who kick over the traces. | 
Agencies represented at the meet- | 
ing were Myron Selznick, William 
Morris, Feldman-Blum, Berg and 
Allenberg, M. C. Levee, Small and 
Landau, Edington and _ Vincent, 
Harry Wurtzel and Frank Orsatti. 


Randall Routining Terp 
Numbers for DeSylva Pic 








Hollywood, June 1. 

B. G. DeSylva is awaiting the ar- 
rival of Carl Randall, British dance 
director, to routine terp numbers for 
Universal's ‘Merry-Go-Round of 
1938.’ 

Randall also will toil on the same 
producer’s ‘Young Man’s Fancy.’ 


Mary Nolan Ill Again 


Mary Nolan, the show girl who 
changed her name from Imogene 
Wilson after the notorious Frank 
Tinney incident, is seriously ill 
again. The Ziegfeld Club, composed 
of girls formerly ‘glorified’ in the 
*Follies’ of which she was one, are 
maintaining an apartment in the 
seventies, N. Y., from funds which 
they secure through benefit perform- 
ances. 

A physician is in daily attendance, 
with Miss Nolan’s complete recovery 
said to be doubtful. 











Tracy, Luise Rainer 
Share ‘City’ Billing 
Hollywood, June 1, 
Metro will co-star Spencer Tracy 
and Luise Rainer in ‘Big City,’ orig- 
inal by Norman Krasna, with Krasna 
inked in as producer. 
Frank Borzage will direct. 


Out of the Hills 


Hollywood, June 1}, 
Dorothy Arzner is back at Metro 
after a journey into the High Sierra 
country looking for locations for 
‘The Bride Wore Red,’ Joan Craw- 
ford starrer, featuring Franchot Tone 
and Robert Young. Miss Arzner will 
‘ direct. 
Picture will be made from Ferenc 
Molnar’s play, ‘The Girl from 
Trieste.’ 


Staub Ducks ‘Ahoy’ 


Hollywood, June 1. 
Ralph Staub has been relieved 
from. directing Republic’s ‘Love 
Ahoy,’ on pleas that this is not up 
his alley. ‘Staub took three weeks 








' off after directing seven features in 


10 months. 
Director on his return wants to 


specialize in comedies and musicals. 





LOVERING AS FILM ED 
Hollywood, June 1. 
Otto Lovering has moved over 
from the Paramount cutting depart- 
ment to become Walter Wanger’s 
film editor at United Artists. 
Snipper’s current assignment is on 
Walter Wanger’s ‘Vogues of 1938.’ 


EDNA SCHLEY WITH ORSATTI 
Hollywood, June 1. 
Frank Orsatti' has brought Edna 
Schley into his agency to head the 
literary department. 
She had been story editor for 





Myron Selznick for the past four 


years. _., 


; 





@ Hollywood, June 1. 
A k P d cer Aid Shirley Temple’s layoff be- 
5 ro u breather to Jean Hersholi. 
Character actor wears a beard 
Marion Mann Quits Gill |] takes two hours to get on and 
two to get off each day. Make- 
Band for Hollywood Test, 
‘| his difficulties. Besides that the 
Marion Mann quit Emerson Gill’s | muff is so delicately arranged 
band as vocalist after closing at) 
lunches. 
way to West Coast to take line-read- During illness of the moppet 
ing film test for RKO-Radio, Singer 
York in January. 
Gill added Rachel Cope from 
tour to Virginia Beach for four . 
weeks, followed by dates in Savan- Mean We re Reds, Say 
sang with Joe Baldi’s orchestra and | Holl ood Lefiists 
over WTAM here. J W 
| Figuring that aloof silence was no 
Wi ; | way to answer threats of boycotting 
e 
4) are left instead of right, a dozen 
organizations bunched together and 
{had a resolution read at a mass| 
| Friday (28), saying they were get- 
iting pretty tired of being called 
Extreme sensitivity of foreign} Resolution was drawn up by Her- 
censors, especially in England and | bert Biberman, director, and had the 
a complete tabu on wild animal bat- | have contributed to the various anti- 
tle scenes in pictures intended for| Nazi and anti-Fascists orgs. Many 
Clyde E. Elliott, who is preparing | resolution their moral support, but 
to depart for Malaysia to film ‘Boo-| said they couldn’t join the blast at 
official communique from the Brit- | Meeting was to raise funds for 
ish censor on what not to shoot, in-| medical aid for the Basques and had 
discomfort is intictoc —, o—. ani-|cador to the United States: Father 
mal. British society will assign a| wichael O’Flannagan of Dublin, Dr. 
we begnnd into the jungle as an added | ney of pictures among the speakers. 
} Besides Biberman, William Bled- 


cause of a cold was a welcome 
1 \| that reaches to his middle and 
up men being on strike doubles 
Cleveland, June 1. 
that he has had to go without 
Lotus Gardens last week and is on 
he ate four times a day to catch 
passed vocal and acting tests in New up. 
Left Leanings Don’t 
Salem. O., to band in her place for e t eanings on. 
nah and Miami. Cope girl previously 
Hollywood, June 1. 
picture stars whose political biases 
| meeting at the Shrine Auditorium 
Hollywood, June 1. | Communists, Reds and other narnes. 
the British possessions, has brought | okay of dozens of picture stars who 
world distribution. | Catholics in the picture biz gave the 
loo’ for Paramount, has received an | this time, 
cluding any scenes in which pain or | Fernando de los Rio, Spanish ambas- 
representative to accompany the EI- | Elmer Belt of L. A. and Sylvia Sid- 
British activities were checked 


with Joe Breen of the Hays office, | 50¢, Lewis Browne, James Cagney, 
who confirmed reports of the British | Alan Campbell, Fred Keating, Oscar 
stand in regard to cruelty. British | Hammerstein, George Antheil, 
censorship, said Breen, has been sub- | George Gershwin, Dorothy Parker, 
jected to such pressure that the|Lionel Stander, Tess Schlesinger, 
question has been before Parliament. | Donald Ogden Stewart and Fredric 
Elliott said animals will be seen | March were on the committee. 

in ‘Booloo’ only as a background for Frank Scully was m.c. 

the jungle drama. 


Tell It to Shumer 


Hollywood, June 1. 

Sam Shumer has gone in as Grand Hollywood, June 1. 
National story editor, succeeding| Cameras have been set to roll 
Sidney M. Biddell. He comes from | around June 10 for 20th-Fox’s ‘In, 
GN’s eastern story department. Old Chicago,” with Tyrone Power | 
Vance Carroll is GN’s new casting | and Don Ameche as cast toppers. | 
director. Henry King directs. Film will be 
released as a special. 














Marg. Hamilton In ‘Saratoga’ 

Hollywood, June 1. 
Metro has spotted Margaret Ham- 
ilton, stage actress, in a featured Maxwell Shane is toiling on the 
role in ‘Saratoga.’ script of Jesse L. Lasky’s ‘Born to) 
Clark Gable and Jean Harlow are Sing,’ next Lily Pons starrer. 
co-starred. Radio will release. 


Shane On Pons Pic | 
Hollywood, June 1, 








Film Critics’ 1936-37 Box Score 


Kate Cameron of the N. Y. Daily |Cameron, Winsten, Boehnel and 
News, former champ and the run- | Howard Barnes (Her.-Trib) did not 
net-up last season, nosed out Bland | fail in any review to give an opin- 
‘Johaneson (Mirror) for the honors|ion. In the past the crix did far 
in the film crix box score, eastern | more fence-straddling. 


sector, for the °36-’37 season. Chicago situation matched the N. 





far from a record-bustin’ percentage. | oping year for the femmé reviewers. 
In a running fight of femmes down| For her sixth consécutive season 
the home-stretch the winnah nosed | Doris Arden (Eleanor Keene) of the 
out hai Johaneson by only nine Times walked in with ease. Her lead 
points. 


Newcomer to the lists this year, | the Tribune was handy, the former's 


At the half-way mark Winsten was proving a runaway for Miss Keene. 
in the van of the race, grooved in| She spurts to the léad-at the start, 
beautifully at .800. Slipping toward | has drawn well away at the half-way 
the end, the two girls overhauled | pole, and just coasts down the home- 
him, Miss Cameron from the runner- | stretch. 
up spot and Miss Johaneson sprint-| VAriery vaulted over ‘em all, tab- 
ing all the way from fifth. bing rightly 445 of the 528 pix 
Number of films trotted out for | peeped at for an .842 average. Muggs 
display during the past year was the | have been sharpening their sights 
largest in many, 528. 


ticeable how many of the by-line | consistently. Last year they chewed 
boys ‘n’ girls pass up, or mete out off an .837 scoring. Year prior was 
to anonymous copydeskmen  for| only .816, and before that .791. But 
catching on their afternoons off. Miss| maybe it wouldn’t be wise to go 
Johaneson and Boehnel (World-| back too far in the files. Even 
Tele), catching 287 and 245, respect-| though Variery does tabulate its 
ively, were the only crix on the N.Y.|own total as well as those of the 
front to review more than 175 films| crix on the dailies, it might be point- 
during the twelve months. ed out that the gent who keeps the 
More Definite film score isn’t as good a mathema- 
Year was also notable in that the |tician as the mugg who _ tabbed 
eastern crix were, on the whole,| VAriery’s legit reviewers into second 
very definite in their opinions. Miss! place. 














Miss Cameron's clockup of .743 is | Y. one, making it an all-around wal- | 


| over Mae Tinee (Frances Kurner) of | 


Archer Winsten (Post), came in aj .740 being 51 poinis to the van. 
close third with an average of .728.| Midwest derby invariably has been | 


As the total| through the last couple of years, | 
swells, it becomes increasingly no-| their combined average. nosing up |” 


Jap Firm and 20th May Produce 


One Film Together, If Zanuck Okays 





FRED SCHANG TO L. A. 


Will Peddle Concert Personalities 
to Film Studios 








Fred C. Schang, v.p. and sec’y 


|of the Columbia Concerts Corp., 


slid out over the weekend for a 
Coast stay till August. 

Summer session away from N.Y. 
office will be a combo vacash and 
vending effort. In Hollywood, 
Schang will contact film companies 
with an eye to spotting Columbia 
Concert chirpers, and network air 
shows being produced on the Coast 
for placing recitalists on agency’s 
list. 


PAR PLOTTING 
‘WAIKIKT DITTO 





Hollywood, June 1. 

Success of ‘Waikiki Wedding’ has 
prompted Paramount to plot another 
musical hewn along similar lines. 
Followup will be labeled ‘Ensenada.’ 

Same sort of picturesque locale as 
was used in the Bing Crosby b. o.- 
cleanup will be duplicated. 








Tokyo, May 11, 

Apparently deal between Shochiku 
and 20th-Fox to jointly produce a 
picture for world distribution is 
emerging from the exploratory stage, 
where it has been jelling for the past 
few months. Shochiku made defj- 
nite announcement yesterday (10) 
that preliminary negotiations be- 
tween the two companies have been 
completed, and all that remains to 
start the cameras turning is 20th- 
Fox’s final o.k. 

According to Shochiku’s announce. 
ment, deal was discussed in its pre- 
liminary stages with Del Goodman, 
Far Eastern manager for 20th-Fox, 
and final stages were carried on with 
Sol M. Wurtzel, 20th-Fox producer, 
while he was in Japan last week. 
Takejiro Otani, Shochiku prez, and 
Shiro Kido, managing director, rep- 
resented the Shochiku interests in 
the negotiations. 

Proposition as it now stands calls 
for 50-50 participation of both com- 
panies in all production expense and 
profits on the one pic, with both out- 
fits contributing writers, actors and 
directors. Production activities to 
be carried on both at Hollywood and 
in Japan, according to story require- 


ments. Distribution to be made 
through 20th-Fox org. 

Stery 
Story under’ consideration is 
‘American Messenger,’ written by 


George Raft and Dorothy Lamour| Kido Okamoto, Shochiku ace scrib- 


have been tagged as the top-billers | bler. 


in the forthcoming pic. 


Ceballos’ $100,000 Suit 


Vs. Warners Dismissed 





Hollywood, June 1. 
Suit for $100,000 filed three years 
ago by dance director Larry Cebal- 
los against Warners has been dis- 
missed in Los Angeles court for lack 
of prosecution. 
Damage suit, at the time of its 


| filing, was based on a production 
| number in a WB musical, which 
Ceballos claimed he staged but stu- 


With Wind Machines | 


dio was asserted to have credited 
Busby Berkeley with it. 

Amount was asked on grounds of 
alleged damaged reputation suffered 
by Ceballos. 


McCoy Atmosphere 


Hollywood, June 1. 

Christy Cabanne led Radio’s ‘An- 
napolis Salute’ company to the 
United States Naval Academy last 
week, where much of the picture 
will be filmed with the cooperation 
of naval officials. Toppers in the 
cast who went along include James 
Ellison, Marsha Hunt, Van Heflin 
and Harry Carey. 

Russ Metty is chief lenser. Lee 





Marcus produces. 


Washington, June 1, 

Company of Radio talent and tech- 
nicians landed Friday (28) prepara- 
tory to visiting the Naval Academy 
for shooting ‘Annapolis Salute.’ 
|Crowd remains until after June 4, 
then moving on to the banks of the 
Severn. 
| Roster includes Christy Cabanne, 
,director; Marsha Hunt, Jimmy Elli- 
son, and Harry Carey, featured in 
the film. Visiting delegation totals 
}around 40. 


= 
| —_—_— — 


Ruby Keeler Practically 
Set for Astaire Film 


Hollywood, June 1. 
Ruby Keeler has been virtually 
set as Fred Astaire’s dancing part- 
ner in ‘Damsel in Distress,’ forth- 
| coming RKO pic. 
| Metro is also dickering for Miss 
Keeler’s services. 


STEPS BY SAMMY LEE 


Hollywood, June 1. 
Sammy. Lee is doing the terpsi- 
chorean numbers for Radio’s “The 
Life of the Party.’ 
| Last assignment was the dances 
for ‘New Faces of 1937.’ 


STAYING WITH IT 


Hollywood, June 1. 
| Harold Shumate is scripting his 
‘original, ‘Fools in Paradise,’ which 
jhe will produce for Republic. 
| Exee recently signed a five-year 
ticket. 








| 





While details of theme were 
not given, it is understood that yarn 
is written around life in Japan of 
Townsend Harris, America’s first 
diplomatic rep accredited to this 
country and credited by the Japa- 
nese with laying foundation for 
pleasant relations which have always 
existed between the two countries. 

Such a story would logically form 
the basis for introduction of a num- 
ber of Jap actors in the pic, as Har- 
ris is said to have cultivated many 
fast friends among them while here. 
Also, having maintained his resi- 
dence outside the regular foreign 
settlement, the pic could very well 
include many purely Japanese 
scenes. When Wurtzel left for 
America last week he took the story 
with him, idea being to place that 
and the production setup before 
Darryl Zanuck for final o.k. If 20th- 
Fox agree to proposition as sub- 
mitted, production will probably 
commence in September or October. 

When A. C. Doyle, 20th-Fox man- 
ager here, was asked to confirm the 
details of the dea!, he stated that the 
announcement was premature and 
that negotiations had positively not 
gone beyond barest preliminary 
stages, although he admitted that 
both Goodman and Wurtzel have 
been exploring the possibilities of 
such co-operative enterprise. Otani 
of Shochiku couldn't be reached for 
further statement. 

Whether or not present proposi- 
tion jells, Shochiku sooner or later 
is going to put it over, or one simi- 
lar. The Japs for a long time have 
had a yen to break into the world 
pix mart, but realize that it can’t be 
done with simon pure Jap product. 
Aside from the fact that coin to be 
realized from the American market 
will enable bigger and better pro- 
ductions here, which in turn will 
enable the Japs to offer stiffer com- 
petish to foreign films. The govt. is 
interested in reaching the world 
mart for propaganda purposes. 

While no reference was made to 
such a'move in the present Shochiku 
announcement, it is w. k. here that 
they are negotiating with several 
outfits in France and Germany for a 
similar tieup. 


Rubin Orig for W & W 


Hollywood, June 1. 
Next Wheeler-Woolsey comedy for 
RKO-Radio is skedded to start in 
August from an original story turned 
in by Benny Rubin. 
Writer is now collabing with 
Bert Granett on the screenplay. 








Dick Merrill for Pix 

Dick Merrill, successful two-way 
Atlantic aviator, was signatured to a 
one-picture pact by Monogram last 
week. Mono also is seeking the serv- 
ices of Jack Lambie, co-pilot. 

Both would be used in ‘Atlantic 
Flight,’ which is scheduled to go inte 
production June 15, and which Mono- 
gram expects to have ready for €x- 
hibitors Aug. 1, 
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They Take Their Films Straight, 


Same as Liquor, in Nome, Alaska 


Cincinnati, June 1. 

Tom Hansen, co-owner with Bill 
Code of the Alaska Dream theatre, 
Nome, Alaska, is in town. Admits to 
68 years and said he’s been playing 
up a bit in the States for the past 
seven months. 

Alaska Dream seats 528 and is the 
most northernly theatre on the 
American continent. Has no oppo- 
sish, the only other houses in Alaska 
being the nine operated by Cap 
Lathrop around Fairbanks, and seven 
in the string of Charles Gross in the 
Juneau region. Next jump to the 
left of Nome is Russia. 

Hansen told Variety club mem- 
bers that his customers get straight 
pix; no vaude, no bank nights and 
no giveaways. Admish is 25 cents 
for juves and 50 cents for adults. 
House operates three nights a week. 

Offers a feature, two-reeler and 
single reeler. Plays all product and 
gets last runs. Booking handled by 
Charles Code, brother of his partner, 
who has the Paramount theatre in 
Seattle, Wash. Film cleans out the 
exchanges in Seattle and also draws 
on oldies in Portland, Ore. Is sent 
over on the S.S. Victoria, which 
makes trips from Seattle in June, 
July, September and October. Octo- 
ber shipment includes 186 sets of 
features and shorts. Freight bill is 
as much as rentals. 

Plenty Old 

‘Some of the pictures are so old,’ 
said Hansen, ‘that we don’t get a 
one-sheet with ’em.’ 

Hansen went to Alaska in ’98 and 
became an.exhibitor 11 years ago. 
In the silent days, Hansen explained, 
he junked the pictures after playing 
them. That saved the freight back 
to the States. But, he added, a 
rumor got out that some of the film 
had found its way to Russia. He 
opened his house with sound in July, 
1932, with Eddie Cantor in ‘Whoo- 
pee,” which had a 12-time run. Rec- 
ord trade was on Will Rogers in 
‘Lightnin’, which had 17 showings. 

Hansen spilled numerous yarns on 
Alexander Pantages, Tex Rickard, 
Diamond Tooth Lil and other figures 
of early days in Alaska. 

He brags about the climate there 
and says that the only persons who 
die in Alaska are the doctors, who 
starve to death. Shows scars of 40 
boils that popped out on him since 
being back in the States. 

He intended to sail from Seattle 
this week on the 2,550-mile water 
joruney back home. 


FEDS COMB H’WO0D 
IN DRIVE ON ALIENS 


Holiywood, June 1. 

This area is to get a thorough 
combing out by officials of the United 
States Department of Immigration 
starting today (Tues.), with the ob- 
jective of ousting aliens who are in 
the country illegally and to check 
up on visitors here on temporary 
permits who have gone to work in 
steady jobs. 

Industry organizations, including 
the Screen Actors Guild, are co- 
operating in the drive, functioning 
in the same manner as Actors Equity 
has done in New York under similar 
circumstances. 


U Preps ‘Half Gods’ 


Hollywood, June 1. 
Universal has assigned Lester Cole 
to write a screen adaptation of Sid- 
ney Howard’s unproduced play, 
‘Half Gods,’ and has moved the opus 
up to the active production slate. 
Further plans hinge on how the 
screenplay shapes up. E. M. Asher, 
U producer, has a slice of it. 

















NIVEN GOES HOME 
Hollywood, June 1. 
David Niven, his stint on ‘The 
Prisoner of Zenda’ completed, leaves 
this week for London. 
First time home in four years. 


a 








: Force of Habit 


As chairman of last Wednes- 
day (26) afternoon’s session of 
the American Theatre Council 
convention at the Astor, N. Y., 
Sidney Howard, president of 
the Dramatists’ Guild, com- 
mented on Maxwell Anderson’s 
blast against film scripting 
methods. 

During his recent assignment 
in Hollywood, Howard said, a 
producer handed him a script 
for revision. ‘What’s wrong with 
it?’ the playwright asked. 

‘How should I know?’ replied 
the pic magnate, ‘I haven't read 
i: 














Par Talking P.A.’s 
For Martha Raye with 
‘Music’ at $7,500 Per 


As a builder-upper for ‘Mountain 
Music,’ in which she co-stars with 
Bob Burns, Paramount is negotiating 
to spot Martha Raye on personals 
with the picture in several leading 
key dates, including New York. 

Company is discussing a total of 
five weeks, to start at the Paramount, 
N. Y., June 23 when ‘Mountain Music’ 
opens. She would play two weeks at 
this house, then open with the pic- 
ture at the Met. Boston. Following 
dates, also with ‘Music,’ would be the 
Michigan, Detroit, and the Chicago, 
Chicago. 

Miss Raye is asking $7,500 a week. 
Harry Kalcheim, for Par, is handling 
the negotiations. 


WB OPTIONS WARING 
FOR $200,000 ENCORE 


Hollywood, June 1. 
Warners has taken an option on 
the services of Fred Waring and his 
Pennsylvanians for a second picture, 
following ‘Varsity Show.’ 
New figure is said to be $200,000. 
‘Varsity’ washes up around June 20. 


HURRAY FOR THE BRONX 


Selznick Finds His Tom Sawyer in 
Giant’s Backyard 




















After hunting around a long time 
for a Tom Sawyer, David O. Selz- 
nick has signed a Bronx (N. Y.) kid 
for the part. Tommy Kelly, whose 
father is on the WPA rolls. 

Young Kelly, found in New York 
three months ago, has been on the 
Coast taking training and tests prior 
to determination whether he would 
be okay for the part. 

Selznick starts ‘Adventures of Tom 
Sawyer,’ as picture will be called, in 
three weeks. 





Colleen Moore Secretly 
Married to Chi Broker 


Wichita, Kans., June 1. 
Colleen Moore, former screen 
star, deserted her doll house on ex- 
hibit here and slipped away last 
Thursday (27) to join her husband, 
Homer P. Hargrave, Sr., Chicago 
broker, to whom she was secretly 


married, May 19, at Crown Point, 
Ind. 

Miss Moore also left her five-year- 
old step-daughter, Judy Hargrave, 
whom she had introduced as her ‘goa 
child’ on her arrival here, May 22. 
Child is with Mr. and Mrs. Morrison, 
parents of the bride. 

Doll house will be moved to 
Kansas City late this week. 


GRAINGER’S TAKE-OVER 
Hollywood, June 1. 
Edmund Grainger has _ replaced 
Joseph Pasternack as producer on 
Universal’s ‘Prescription for Ro- 
mance.” 
John Reinhardt and Robert Nevel 
authored the original. 








TINT GRAZE TIKES 
ULD WN i WO 


| . 
Observers at Variance on 


Pastel’s Advance, Though 
Heavy Support Thrown to 
Technicolor — Major Lots 


Holding Off—Whys and. 


Wherefores 





THAT COST ANGLE 





By DENIS MORRISON 
Hollywood, June 1. 

Color is king in Hollywood. But 
he sits on an uncertain if not shaky 
throne. 

Better perhaps to say that color 
has started a mopping up move- 
ment which eventually may extend 
its frontiers a long way. But the 


movement has just barely got under | 
way and there’s a long distance to | 


travel. 

Just as in 1927-1930, when 
picture industry was feeling its way 
in sound, a certain hysteria has 
taken hold of the film lots on the 
color question. Color is mysterious, 


an innovation that in itself contains | 
the magic elements that spell box- | 


office. Or so say some. 

Color is an abracadabra, some- 
thing all-powerful like the monster 
that jumped out of Aladdin’s lamp. 

Fact is that the more conservative 


among the scientific minds who are} 


at the Hollywood controls don’t be- 
lieve any of that stuff and they can 
show you where it’s not true. 
Color is here, yes, they say. 
is important, yes. Color is 


values and money names. But color 


is not hocus pocus and it is nothing} 


that a magician pulls out of a hat. 


It’s still more or less in the experi- | 


mental stage, though beginning to 
emerge, as witness the two most re- 
cent successful color ventures, ‘A 
Star Is Born’ (UA) and the still un- 
released ‘Walter Wanger’s Vogues 
of 1936.’ 
How Producers View It 

To obtain a proper slant on what 
Hollywood is doing and planning in 
the color medium one has only to 
consider the attitude of the major 
producers toward it. Here they are 
in a nutshell: 


Metro—no color features skeded | 


(Continued on page 19) 


Selznick Wants Van Dyke 
For Retakes on ‘Zenda’ 


Hollywood, June 1. 
David O. Selznick is trying to 
borrow W. S. Van Dyke from Metro 
for several days of added scenes on 
‘The Prisoner of Zenda.’ Chore will 
be handled by William Wellman, 
now on_ Selznick 
‘Nothing Sacred,’ if Van Dyke can- 
not be had. 
John Cromwell, 
‘Zenda,’ is preparing 
for Samuel Goldwyn. 


Annabella’s Next 


Hollywood, June 1. 
Annabella, French film player, 
will do ‘Follow the Sun’ for 20th- 
Fox in England. Romney Brent and 








who directed 
‘Marco Polo’ 








Paul Lukas have the featured parts. | 


When picture is completed, Anna- 
bella will come to Hollywood for 
her first American film in English. 


She made some French versions here | 


a couple of years ago. 


Maude Fealy’s Pic 


Hollywood, 
Maude Fealy, recently 
to the Federal Theatre Project fol- 
lowing a row, has resigned to accept 
a featured role in Monogram’s ‘The 
Hoosier Schoolboy,’ now being pro- 
duced for Scott R. Dunlap by Ken 
Goldsmith. 
Actress reported today (Tues.) 





June 1. 


the 


Color | 
box- | 
office when linked with good story | 


International's | 


reinstated | 
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‘Talent Schools Loom Again in East 


| 





Fine Time to Tell Him 





Hollywood, June 1. 
New arrival, being shown 
around the 20th-Fox lot by a 
veteran, remarked, as the pair 
elbowed through a crowd: 
‘I’ve been here a week and 
I haven’t seen Zanuck yet.’ 
“Yes, you have,’ his compan- 
ion corrected. “That was Za- 
nuck you just shoved off the 
sidewalk.’ 











‘Screen Guild to Open 
N. Y. Offices; Thomson 
Coming in for Confabs 


Hollywood, June 1. 

Ken Thomson, executive secretary 
of the Screen Actors’ Guild, hops to 
| New York on June 11 to open east- 
| ern offices. 

N. Y. man will be placed in com- 
mand, due to the necessity of fa- 
miliarity with eastern production 
and the SAG contract with Equity. 

It has been announced that the 
initiation for Junior Guild member- 
ship has been tilted from $10 to $25. 





| 


Equity in New York has been 
| handling SAG business and doesn’t 
| know of any changes for the future, 
it claims. 





JOLSON DRAWS $20,000 
FOR WB PACT WASHUP 


Hollywood, June 1. 
Al Jolson collected $20,000 when 
he washed up his Warner contract. 
Sum was in lieu of $21,000 which 
Jolson claimed due and not paid in 
settlement of remaining time on his 
pact, 








FOWLER RELEASED 


20th Lets Him Drop Off Payroll So 
He Can Loaf a While 








Hollywood, June 1. 

Gene Fowler has been relieved by 
| 20th-Fox of the three remaining 
| weeks of his scripting contract, after 
| completing ‘Jesse James.’ 

Former newspaperman is going to 
|-his Fire Island, N. Y., hideaway to 
finish a book, after which chore he 
' will return to the Coast to freelance. 


Dolores Del Rio 
Gets ‘Lancer’ Lead 


Hollywood, June 1, 

Dolores Del Rio has replaced Ger- 
| maine Aussey as femme lead in 20th- 
| Fox's ‘Lancer Spy.’ Yanking of Mile. 
| Aussey was explained on the ground 
that her mother is ill in Paris. No 
retakes will be necessary. 

Mexican actress will appear oppo- 
site George Sanders under Gregory 
Ratoff’s direction. 


McGuire Gets ‘Rosalie’ 


Hollywood, June 1. 

Metro has set June 15 as the ten- 
tative starting date for ‘Rosalie,’ 
| which William Anthony McGuire 
| produces. 

Cast toppers will be Nelson Eddy, 
Eleanor Powell and Ray Bolger, with 
songs by Cole Porter. 














| SIWASH FOR RUGGLES 


Hollywood, June 1. 


| Paramount has assigned Wesley 
Ruggles to direct and produce its 
musical based von George Fitch's 


Siwash College stories. 

Claude Binyon is laboring on the 
| script and Martha Raye probably 
' will draw a top spot. 








For All Picture Companies; Metro 
Spotting Actors in N. Y. Straw Hats 


+ 


Alarmed by the sparsity of likely 
trained talent on the legitimate stage 
and the denuding of vaudeville, a 
number of the major picture com- 
panies are setting up training 
schools of their own. Some are 
following the general outlines of 
Paramount's school of'acting in the 
East, while others are undertaking 
special coaching, either inside or 
outside company jurisdiction. 

While a few picture producers 
feel that the lack of a steady supply 
from the legit stage can be traced 
largely to the scarcity of play suc- 
cesses in recent seasons, others be- 
lieve the films themselves are to 
blame. Demand for new faces from 
Broadway productions Las milked 
that source dry in the past few 
years. With vaudeville as it is to- 
day, and regular winter stock in 
much the same status, talent execu- 
tives have arrived at the conclusion 
that likely talent, even if lacking 
stage experience, must be groomed 
under their own guidance. 

Aside from Paramount, which has 
had its own school with about 40 
candidates or pupils regularly en- 
rolled in the last few years, 20th- 
Fox, RKO-Radio and Warner Bros. 
all have-special tutoring or school 
plans of one sort or another under 
way or under consideration. Some 
talent execs figure that his method 
will serve as the proving ground of 
the future, much the same as vaude- 
ville has in the past. 

Perhaps the closest 
the Paramount plan of uncovering 
new talent, bereft of extended stage 
training, is the system being inausu- 
rated this summer by M-G-M under 


approach to 


the guidance of Al Altman. Com- 
pany now has about 60 aspir ng 
actors and actresses under option 


who will be given a thorough work- 
out in the next three to six months 
to discover if they are screen possi- 
bilities. 
Special Coaching 

These people will have special 
coaching under two or three young 
stage directors, and may be spotted 
in straw hats during the summer 
for further polishing. Metro feels 
that they will get the proper train- 
ing because all directors supervising 
them have been given thorough ine 

(Continued on page 23) 


STOKY FINDS WORK IN 
PIC FOR 200 MUSIKERS 


Hollywood, June i. 
Leopold Stokowski engaged 100 
unemployed musicians at the Musi- 
cians Mutual Protective Ass'n for 
Universal’s Deanna Durbin starrer, 
‘100 Men and a Girl.’ 


Symphony shots to be incore 
porated into the picture will require 
110 other music makers. 











Writers Turned Loose 
On Goldwyn’s ‘Follies’ 


Hollywood, June 1. 

Work on the script of ‘Goldwyn 
Follies’ has been started by Howard 
J. Green, Harry Ruby and Bert Kal- 
mar. 

Feature has been budgeted at $2,- 
000,000, with added costs estimated 
at $600,000 due to Technicolor treat- 
ment. 





Hannon’s Pic Chance 


Chicago, June 1. 

Joe Rivkin of Columbia was in 
town last week with a particular 
eye and ear for Bob Hannon, local 
vocalist. 

Columbia has taken a 90-day ope 
tion on Hannon, who will be shipped 
to the Coast following this week's 
Wayne King orchestra programs, oa 
which Hannon is vocalist. 





| 
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Announcements, 
To Insure Meo 


Par Thinking of Quarterly Product 








NEW YORK 
Albany. 
Hudson Valley Broadcasting Corp., 
q Kingston: operate broadcasting station, 
nstea 0 Cal y, | advertising, etce.; capital, $100,000; 800 
shares, $100 par value; 20,000 shares, $1 


re Certain Delivery 





+ 
While Paramount will schedule a FRELS JURY DISCHARGED 
total of between 55 and 60 pictures ————— 
for the 1937-’38 season, company may | Texas Anti-Trust Action Ends in 


establish a precedent by selling its 
product in quarterly blocks. As a 
starter, it would thus group the first 
quarter’s product to be delivered, 
making these pictures definite as to 
titles, cast, director, etc., and later 
on setting up another quarter’s pic- 
tures. 

This procedure would differ from 
that of the past among all distributors 
in that no effort would be made to 
set up an entire year’s program at 
convention time with any expectancy 
that it could be adhered to. Adolph 
Zukor 
would be a wiser policy for Para- 
mount, or any other company, to try 
to schedule pictures in line with cur- 
rent demands, making what good 
judgment determines should be made, 
rather than trying to shoot for a 
given number of pictures. 

There have been a number of 
heated complaints of late from indie 
exhibs who claim that Par, among | 
other companies, failed to deliver | 
the year’s product as promised. Indies | 
feel that the companies are not | 
making good on promises and can't | 
see why. Par this year (1936-37) | 
will deliver a total of 59 poovenes: 9 

| 
| 
| 


The number would be 61 but for the 
fact that two pictures, ‘Souls at‘Sea’ 
and ‘High, Wide and Handsome,’ 
which are to be roadshown, will not 
be sent on general release until the 
*37-’38 season. Par had scheduled 60 
to 65 pictures this year. 

Early Conventions | 

With distributors holding conven- | 
tions as early as May and June to | 
announce a complete lineup of pic- | 
tures that will be delivered from | 
Aug. 1 next to Aug. 1, 1938, effort is | 
being made to determine now what | 
should be produced for release 15. 
months hence, regardless of what 
change there may be in conditions, 
market, etc. Also any films which 
would be developed late for road- 
showing wouldn’t be scheduled if 
not promised before the season even 
opened. 

Par plans for the ‘year, in addition 
to betweeri 55 and 60 pictures, call 
for 100 one-reel shorts and one two- 
reeler. Two of the features, under 
present plans, will ke in color. One 
of these is to be ‘Ebb Tide,’ with | 
Oscar Homolka, recent import. 

Total of 18 features are being 
plotted as ‘A’ specials, some of them 
probably pointed for roadshowing 
throughout the country, in line with 
Par’s policy to return to the field 
with two-a-day pictures, 

Home office executives and east- 
ern distribution representatives will 
leave New York on a special train 
Sunday (6) for Los Angeles, where 
the Par convention opens June 10 
for four days of sessions. 


WALSH OUT OF B’KLYN 
_ STAGE HANDS’ POST 


After serving as an official of the 











Brooklyn stage hands’ union, Local| 


No. 4, for 12 yéars, Dick Walsh is 
out. He had been business agent of 
the local but, in the election ‘held 
during the past week, he ran for the 
presidency against Robert Hilton, an 
outsider, and was defeated. Hilton 
at one time was a member of the 
executive board, but during the past 
year has held no office. 

Walsh was succeeded as business 
manager by Thomas Murtha, who 


i assistant biz) 
previously had <been | tinued in the doldrums and irregular 


the fourth | 


agent. 

Out-going Walsh is 
vice-president of the International 
Alliance of Theatrical Stage Em- 
ployees, a post which he maintains. 
As an IA vice-president, he is pres- 
ently in charge of the affairs of the 
Film Technicians union, in. New 
York, IA having gone in to take con- 
trol of that organization. 





Mildred Bailey, Norvo 
Set for Columbia Pic. 


Chicago, June. 


Norvo-Mildred Bailey band combo’ seers did not consider it likely after | with approximately $222,000 going 


is declared to feel that it | 


Disagreement | 
Dallas, June 1. 

Out since Friday (28) last and un 
able to reach a verdict, the jury sit- 
ting in the anti-trust action of Ru- 
bin Frels, in the U. S. District Court, 
was discharged this morning. Frels, 
of Victoria, Texas, was suing the 
Jefferson Amusement Co. (Sol E. 
Gordon) and certain major distrib- 
utors for $551,000 on allegations 
of restraint of trade. Gordon is a 
Paramonunt affiliate. John G. Long 
was another defendant. 

Case was long pending in the 
Federal courts, having its. origin 
during the NRA and Code Authority 
tenure, 

At diverse times the distributors 
'sought dismissal of the case on? 
grounds that there was no real cause 
of action involved. However, the 
case finally went to trial last week. | 


OHIO SUPREME COURT 
HEARS CENSOR FIGHT 


Cleveland, June 1. 

Spanish loyalist sympathizers, who 
claim the Ohio board of censors’ 
ban on ‘Spain. in Flames’ is unfair 
and discriminating, are taking the 
fight to court, 

Amkino’s controversial picture was 
booked three times by Al Shulman 
for the Penn Square, foreign pix | 
house, but couldn’t get it passed. | 
Censors again refused it after a public | 
hearing demanded by Clevelanders 
interested, so suit’s now before the 
Ohio State Supreme Court. 

Russell N. Chase, attorney repre- | 
senting the North American Commit- | 
tee to Aid Spanish Democracy here, | 
ig appealing the case. First day in 
the supreme. court hearing was 
wasted by a wordy, highly-compli- 
cated battle solely on the question of 
jurisdiction, with no discussion of the 
merits or faults of the film. 

Lawyer for the sponsoring group 
argued that the court has original 
jurisdiction in such a matter. Reply 
by William S. Evatt, assistant attor- 
ney general, was that the Supreme | 
Court does not have it because the | 
plaintiffs had not presented the re- | 
quired method of appeal. Chase re- | 
fused to withdraw the case, saying | 











} 


cover all technicalities. 

Censors’ taboo on 
Promise’ was lifted when Jewish 
‘organizations raised loud squawks. 


Wednesday (2). 





Lewis Stone At U 
Hollywood, June 1}. 
Lewis Stone has moved over from 
| Metro to Universal to play the top 
| spot in U’s “Too Clever to. Live,’ 
| which E. M. Asher produces. 
| | Lewis R, Foster is directing. 





i 
|} Ritchie, 36 


} no par 


L atrical business; eapital stock, 200 
shares, no par value. Incorporators: 
Lawrence we Krieger, 101-33 108th 
street. Richmond Hill, N. Y.; Harry 
Epstein; 926 Bronx Park, South, Bronx; 
Ralph Hochman, 768 Grand Concourse, 
Bronx, ” 
CALIFORNIA 
Sacramento. 
Feature Publications, Ine.; capital, 


| 2.500 shares, no’ par; permitted to issue 


he would re-write his petition to | 


‘A Greater | pet. 


After two postponements, the film of 
immigrant life in the autonomous | '*°te'®: 4 
Jewish republic of Birobidjan in| 
Siberia goes into the Penn Square | 





Incorporations 


Incorporators: James F. 
Church street, New York 
City; James B. Guaraglia, 115 Merrison 
street, Teaneck, N. J.; William H. Odell, 


mar value. 


Jr., 63 Wall street, New York City. 
Reid Amusement Corp., Kings; deal in 

motion picture film, camera, apparatus 

of all kinds; capital stock, 100 shares, no 


ar value. Inecorporators: Esther 
Rose Crystal, Herman H. Dano- 
wit, all of 29 Broadway, New York City. 

Hotei Anderson Management Corp., 
rhompson; operate hotels, resort amuse- 


—— 


“jaster, 


ments in connection with same; capital 
tock, 200 shares, no par value, Incor- 
porators: Jeanette Sharp, Abraham 
Sharp Max Sawitz, all of Monticello, 


y 


Kaystan Theatres Corp., New York; 
perate theatres for movies, vaudeville, | 
ipital stock, 100 shares, no par 
value Incorporators: Harold Klein, 
Is Riverside drive, New York City; 
Joseph Ingber, 1113 Walton avenue, 
Bronx Julia Cherrnay, 1430 Plimton 
avenue Bronx. 

A & L Theatre Concessions, Inc., New 
Yor!) operate concossions for candy, 
books, beverages, ete.; capital stock, 50 
shares, no par value. Incorporators: 
Sidney W. Rothstein, Sylvia Silverstone, 
M. Murray Simon, all of 305 Broadway, 
New York City. 


All Sports A. C., Ine., New York; to 
auditoriums, arenas, public halls 


operate 
and theatres; capital stock, 100 shares, 


$100 par value Incorporators: John 
A. George 78 Ford street, Bronx; Louis 
Scnire 1376 East Fourth street, Brook- 
lvn Frank Giorgio, Pie R840 206th 
street, Bellaire. 

Casino Salt Water Pool and Beach, 
Inc., Freeport; operate resort hotel, 
restaurant and amusements in connec- 
tion with such; capital stock,.100 shares, 


value. 
Sherry Beryl G 


Incorporators: Helen 
Bicks, Charles Hubert, 
Fifth avenue, New York City. 
Manhattan; the- 
stock, 200 


all of $51 
Reach Theatre, Inc., 
trical business; capital 
shares no par value, Incorporators: 
William Felstiner, Theodore R. Malsin, 
Lawrence J, Sheldon, all of 270 Madison 


avenue New York City. 

Hungaria Pictures, Ine., Manhattan; 
motion picture business; capital stock, 
100 shares, $100 par value Incorpora- 
tors Bernard Blum, 133 Fort George 
avenue New York City; William R. 


Jacobs, 1528 Coney Island avenue, Brook- 
Ivn; Irving M. Blum, 347 Madison ave- 
nue New York City. 

Featured Artists Service, Inec., Manhat- 


tan;theatrical business; capital stock, 
100 shares, no par value. Incorporators: 
Marjorie lL. Soper, Elizabeth Woods, 
Mary CC. Falvo, all 630 Fifth avenue, 
New York City 

Ted Collins Corp., New York; artists 
bureau, ete.; cupital stock, 200 shares, 
no par value. Incorporators: Myron 
Engelman Milton Rosenberg, Leon 
Greenberg all of 271 Madison avenue, 
New York City 

Cocalis Enterprises, Ine,, New York; 


theatrical business; capital stock, 1,000 
shares, $10 par value, Incorporators: 
Soteros PD, Cocatis; Monroe Stein, Grace 
Lyras, all of 276. West, 43rd street, New 
York City P 

Menroe Theatres, Ine., New York; the- 


100 shares. Directors: -Rehbock Lewis, 
Edmund Locke and Frank S. Balthis, Jr. 


Tradefilms, Inc.; motion picture pro- 
ducing: capital, 1,000 shares, par $1; 
permitted to issue all. Directors: Henry 
Chappellett, Flobelle Burden, Francis 


Petit, Stanley. GC. Andersencand sNorman 
McBeth, Jr. 

Pan-Pacifie Auditorium, -Pne.y capital, 
50,000 shares, par $10; permitted to issue 
all. Directors: Clifford W, Henderson, 
Joseph A. Helget, -PHil °“%.: Henderson, 
Raymond L, Haight and Oscar A. Trip- 


Hollywood Screen Test Corp.; capital, 
10,000 class A shares, par $106, and 100,000 
class B shares, .par $1; permitted to is- 
sue 3.500 class A and 35,000 class B. Di- 
W: Crawford, Cyril W. Con- 
Withers, Wilma Van 


nolly,, Walter E, 


Peski, 





‘Angel’ Abroad 
Hollywood, June 1. 
Camera crew headed by Harry 
Perry and Dr. Eric Locke, business 
manager, is Europe-bound to get 
shats for Paramount’s ‘Angel,’ Mar- 
‘Jene Dietrich starrer. 
Ernst Lubitsch directs. 
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Market in Doldrums, but Pathe, Col, 
RCA and Par Dish Out Nice Divvys 
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Going Places 


By Cecelia Ager 





Accepting Taylor’s Beauty Calmly 


Let Robert Taylor alone, treat him like a man, don’t point—accept his 
beauty calmly—and he’s really not half bad. This discovery is available 
in ‘This Is My Affair,’ in which everybody—writers, production staff, actors 
—succeeds in keeping a grip on himself despite Taylor’s presence in the 
picture. 

Encountering normal behavior at last, with no more than the minimum 
of swooning—and that required by the plot, and not from just the sight of 
him—Taylor himself quiets down; and encouraged by this comfortable 
new environment, he asserts, nice and diffidently, that behind his burden 
of glamour, there trembles an actor. A student of acting, then. A young 
man who, one day, will make it because he has the patience, the valor, 
the seriousness that it takes. And who, when that day comes, rates the 
loudest hosannahs because he made it carrying always a handicap that 
none of the rest of them had to bear. 

Always to be tossed in beyond his depths, because always there was 
that dazzling loveliness of his blinding his mentors to the extent of his 
progress—well, the resultant floundering might very well flatten a less 
confident lad. But Taylor has nothing if not faith. He perseveres and, 
with the help of his current sympathetic set-up, he gets somewhere. 

Notice in ‘This Is My Affair’ how comparatively compact and well- 
coordinated the movements of his throwing his weight around have be- 
come. How rarely now, when denoting thought, he caresses his. chin. 
How grateful he is to be considered here a man among men, instead of 
just the usual irresistible body among ladies. How glad he is of the fre- 
quent chances he’s granted to hide his face behind newspapers (plot biz) 
—and doesn’t come out pouting, either. 

Nice and steady he is now, forging ahead, it says, because he’s got brains 
as well as his beauty, and if he’s not wildly convincing as a turn-of-the- 
century G-man, it’s a tall tale he has to tell. For the first time, at any 
rate, he’s coaxed the men in the audience to consider, without heat 
whether he’s not more to be pitied than scorned. 





Wayne Morris—At the Moment—Analyzed 
Wayne Morris, for whose initial assault on the fans Bette Davis, Edward 
G. Robinson and Humphrey Bogart are content to serve as mere standard 
bearers (maybe not content but anyway, they serve) scores, in ‘Kid 
Galahad,’ a sweeping victory. He nails with one blow both the ladies 
and the gents. 
Ladies are his because he’s a great big hulk of a boy, easy around the 
edges; the men don’t resent him because he can hit, and he’s not too ex- 
cruciatingly good looking; the home folks like him because he can say he 
wants to be a farmer without subjecting the whole business of agricul- 
ture to a horse laugh. He has, at the moment, simple charm. He doesn’t, 
at the moment, seem to be aware of it. The chances of his turning out 
to be a fellow that the whole family will march to the theatre arm-in-arm 
to see, are good. He can, at the moment, typify the American young man 
without setting the country to civil. war about it. 
Morris deserves it all, but it’s heartening just the same to see the shrewd 
protection his producers accord him. They never let him step out-of line, 
they never have him do anything that isn’t wholly likable. They keep 
him modest at all times, but see to it that he stands up for his rights. 
They make him honest, but they don’t let him be a dope. Most particu- 
larly they guard him in his scenes with the femmes. They let the girls 
go as dizzy as girls will over a new hunk of man, but they see to it that 
he doesn’t catch it. To preserve his box office for both sexes, they make 
him act totally unaware of his appeal for the ladies. The less he knows it, 
they know, the greater it becomes. Their judgment as to what to do 
with Mr. Morris is excellent, and so is his response, 





Aeroplanes and Dames 

Way women in pictures keep giving fliers the jitters just before their 
take-offs there certainly ought to be a law demanding vows of celibacy 
from candidates for pilot’s license. It’s the only way to save every plane 
in pictures from sure crack-up. 

Newest brief for this law. is ‘Wings Over Honolulu,’ in which one little 
southern girl named Lauralee, played by Wendy Barrie, louses up the 
whole United States Navy’s war game in the Pacific because she wants to 
go dancing and the mean old Admiral thinks the fleet’s maneuvers are 
more important. Miss Barrie’s husband is Ray Milland, a Navy plane pilot. 
There, is another argument for the law, besides it’s being the only hope 
of restoring the fans’ confidence in aviation. Somehow or other woman's 


other times, slips out in films that deal with flying, and it oughtn’t to get 
around. Women will positively, wallow in self-sacrifice in any kind of 
picture but one that’s got planes in it, but a plane seems to bring out their 
latent selfishness. In war or peace, just let them catch sight of a plane, 
or hear the motor, or even just see a flyer’s uniform, and all they can do 
is harass. This strange phobia doesn’t do womankind any more good than 
it does aviation. The only way to save the situation for both sides is to 
keep ladies out of flying picture entirely. 





Those Important Accents 

Sequestered in the Little Carnegie theatre, quite where it belongs—the 
patrons are more patient there; give them subtleties to savor, and you 
can have your pace—is the new English version of ‘Under the Red Robe.’ 
It is a pretty thing, and gentle, and abundant with talk of hangings that— 
save in the case of some extras—never come off. , 

Talk of the hangings is mostly delivered by Annabella. in a French’ 
accent, and by Conrad Veidt, in a German accent,ewhich is one of the 
reasons why patience here is more than a virtue. You have no sooner 
finished adjusting your ears fo the speech of Miss Annabella, when you 
must readjust them for the beautiful voice of Veidt, and so it goes, and 


hard she tries to get the words right and especially to master the sib- 
ilants, and you go along with Veidt because you can see that while he's 
so ardently engaged in ctttting a romantic swathe, he doesn’t realize that 
his undoubtedly picturesque set-up is yet much too macabre and uncon- 
ventional to make a dent in our kind of flaps. But it is interesting to note. 
for the future of America and England’s seeing history eye to eye, that 





poor sportsnianship, which pictures contrive to keep fairly well hidden . 


so it goes. But you bear with Miss Annabella because you can see how — 





lby Columbia Picts. 


Although the stock market con- 


last week, stockholders of picture 
and radio company issues benefited 


to the tune of approximately $1,360,- 
000, divided among more than 2,000,- 
000 shares of stock, both preferred 
and common. Largest single dis- 
tribution was the regular quarterly 
of 874%2c on Radio Corp. of America 
first preferred, amounting to more 
than $806,000. x 

Perhaps the most welcome divvy 
was the 50c extra declared on the 
common and voting trust certificates 
Better Wall 


‘ | Street opinion had anticipated such 
-Columbia last week signed the Red | an extra melon, but less optimistic 


for a feature, reported to. startin) 


Awust. : ratee 
Band and. singen are. at: present 
doing one niters, 


| 


the regular’ 25c dividend was. de- 
clared earlier. Columbia Picts. ex- 
tra is payable on dune. 25 to stock 
on record June lI. The 25c 


quarterly is payable June 21. Com- 
pany also paid a 2%% stock divvy 
on Feb, 23. Extra and regular 
|}amounted to about $220,250. 

| Radio Corp.’s quarterly of 87\4c, 
which maintains the annual rate of 
$3.50, is payable July 1 to stock on 
|} record June 10. 

Paramount Picts. started the divi4 
| dend picture in motion by declaring 
regular quarterly dividends on the 
| first and second preferred stocks at 
|}a meeting held last Thursday (27). 
| Payment of the usual $1.50 on the 
| first and 15c on the second preferred 
was authorized, both being payable 
July 1 to stockholders on record 
June 15: This distribution’ repre- 
{ sents an outlay of about $317,000. 


'to first preferred holders. 
| Asa result of Par’s intensive cam- 
,paign to get-the, first preference is- 


common shares, company saves 
around $150,000 on this distribution 
alone, since more than 100,000 first 
preferred shares have been 
verted out of the original issue. 

Pathe Films directors declared the 
usual quarterly divvy of $1.75 on 
the preferred stock, payable July 1 
to stock on record June 22. This 
maintains the regular $7 annual rate 
and represents an outlay of more 
than $40,000. 

Earnings report for the second 
quarter in Universal's fiscal year is 
due next week, with expectation that 


it. will be considerably improved 
over the initial quarter. This three- 
month “period covers February, 


March and April, with the second 
quarter ending for U on May 1. - First 
quarter showed a loss, but.-consid- 
erably upped rentals probably .,will 





sue stockholders to convert into 


aid the latest quarterly period. 


con- | 


Raymond Massey as Richelieu—despite his harsh and wily beginning—is 
quite as cute about furthering the cause of true love as was George Arliss 
in Our Own interpretation of the man. 





‘RALPH KOHN IN FOR 
~ SCHULBERG FINANCING 


Hollywood, June 1. 
Ralph Kohn, general manager for 
B. P. Schulberg Prods., aired east 
' yesterday (31) to arrange for financ- 
ing of six pictures for major releas¢ 
Schulberg releasing deal with 
Paramount terminates after the ce- 
livery of three more films. 





Adele. Girard’s MG Test 
Adele Girard was given a singi! 
and acting screen test last week by 
Metro, after two. months, of grow! 
ing. Her previous experience we: 

singing in night spots. . 
[ Herman Bernie handled the dea 
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Unionization of Exchanges Through 
U.S. Will Cost Biz $1,100,000 per Yr. 


> 





taken thus far towards 
complete unionization of principal 
key city exchange employes has 
more or less resulted in industry of- 
ficials acquiescing in recognition of 
exchange unions. Attention is now 
peing focused by distributors on the 
cost in increased wages. 

Because the 10% hike asked for 
in most cases where a union goes in 
affects only a relatively smail num- 
ber of workers, recent estimates are 
that it will cost all the companies in 
one typical exchange center an in- 
crease of approximately $648 in 
weekly wages, or about $20,700 per 
week for in every exchange city. 
This brings the cost of exchange 
unionization to slightly more than 
$1,080,000 annually (for all com- 
panies), this igure representing the 
total increase in salaries per year, 
as compared to wages before the 
locals were set up. 

St. Louis, which has had union 
employes in exchanges for some 
time, is being used extensively as a 
pattern for wage tilts and agree- 
ments in other key spots. Currently 
in the Missouri metropolis, re- 
winders and inspectresses are re- 
ceiving about $20 weekly. Head 
shippers get $37.50 to $42.50, depend- 
ing on length of service and in- 
dividual companies, while assistant 
shippers earn $20 to nearly $37, de- 
pending on the company and dura- 
tion of employment. Bookers there 
are not unionized yet. 

Most exchanges have one chief in- 
spector and two or three inspec- 
tresses or rewinder workers. Each 
has one head shipper and three to 
five assistants, with larger com- 
panies like Metro, 20th-Fox and 
Paramount using four or five as- 
sistants in bigger city exchanges. 
There are 31 exchange centers in the 
U. S. 


Strides 





Rochester Drive 
Rochester, June 1. 

_ Stage hands and film operators 
unions have joined in the drive to 
organize theatre ushers, ticket 
sellers, assistant managers, janitors 
and cleaning women into a separate 
union affiliated with the A. F. of L. 
About 400 employes are involved. 
Large downtown houses are being 
organized first, with plans to take 
in the nabes later. 

Michael Mungavan, business agent 
of the stage hands, and Fred Book- 
hout of the operators, are directing 
‘the drive, which is being conducted 
more or less openly, with no action 
by theatre officials. 





Philly Pays Off 
Philadelphia, June 1. 

More than 200 film exchange em- 
ployes here found wage increases of 
up to $15 a week in their envelopes 
Friday (28). Raises fgliowed rati- 
fication by the Film Exchange Em- 
ployes Union, Local 7b, of an agree- 
ment negotiated with exchange 
execs by a union committee the pre- 
vious week. 

Pact was presented to about 200 
of the 239 members of the local at a 
meeting in the Broadwood Hotel. 
Committee which worked out the 
Scale recommended its passage and 
.consent was practically unanimous. 
Written contract with the exchanges 
will be worked out in the near 
future, Harry Cohan, union or- 
Sanizer, said. 

Maximum work week is 40 hours, 
five and one-half days. This will 
effect few exchanges, as most are 
noW working on a 39% hours week. 
All former benefits, such as vaca- 
tions with pay, are guaranteed as 
heretofore. 

Applies to majors only, Metro, 
Fox, Warners, Paramount, Columbia, 
United Artists, RKO, Universal, and 
Clark Film Distributing Service. 
Indie scales which will be lower, 
will be neg. § ted this week. 





Kay Talks It Up 
a. Hollywood, June 1. 
Eddie Kay has been pacted by Uni- 


versal as dialog director on ‘Radio 
Patrol.’ 


Ben Kahane will produce. 








What Blonde Isn’t? 


Hollywood, June 1. 

Warners has assigned Frank 
McDonald to direct ‘Adventurous 
Blonde’ as the initial chore under 
his sixth option pick-up, exercised 
by the studio last weeke 

Picture will be the third of the 
‘Torchy Blane’ series featuring 
Glenda Farrell. 








MIDWEST FILM 2s: 


PRICE WAR 
LOOMS 


Chicago, June 1. 

Sharp conflict on film price set- 
up is being readied in the midwest 
as both exhibitors and exchanges 
are openly girding for what looks 
like one of the worst film price wars 
in selling history. Both exhibs and 
distribs have set up in their own 
camps a flat demand and policy by 
which they both bluntly claim they 
will stick. 

On the exhibitor side there is a 
growing demand for a reduction in 
film prices, based on the box-office 
receipts of the past few months. 
Exhibs are seeking film price ad- 
justments on contracts signatured 
last season. Exchanges are putting 
up a stiff front against these adjust- 
ment requests, despite the general 
agreement throughout the biz that 
receipts have slumped brutally. 

Distributors claim that it isn’t the 
fault of the product, but place the 
blame for any b.o. slump on the ex- 
hibitors themselves. On these grounds 
they are refusing to okay any ad- 
justments in film deals, except in 
cases where there is a real need on 
the part of the exhib. 

On their hand, however, the mid- 
west distributor. are girding for 
what they believe to be their 
greatest offensive and campaign for 
the acceptance of percentage pic- 
tures by the exhibitors. Every ex- 
change, having cast envious eyes at 
Metro’s percentage victory in this 
territory, is determined that it will 
have percentage contracts also this 
coming season. Even those distrib- 
utors who are not backed up by 
affiliate theatre-operating groups 
are embarking on this determined 
policy. 





Distrib View 

Claim of the distributors, based on 
carefully assembled reports, is that 
they have not been obtaining their 
full share of the revenue on the big 
b.o. pictures under the straight- 
rental contract, which is almost uni- 
form in this territory, and that only 
through percentage arrangements 
can they be protected properly on 
these big pietures, which take con- 
siderable coin to get off the nut. 

Slogan of the exchanges is that if 
the exhibs give Metro percentage 
deals they can give percentage to 
the other exchanges. Every ex- 
change has set up a standard per- 
centage demand and the set-up this 
coming selling season appears to be 
an almost uniform demand by the 
exchanges for approximately a half- 
dozen pix on percentage, with the 
sharing arrangement to be from 30% 
to 35% in the city of Chicago. 

This forebodes a real knock-’em- 
down-and-drag-’em-out battle in the 
streets of the metropolitan midwest, 
where the exhibs have bitterly op- 
posed percentages for years, and have 
been able to defeat any drive on the 
part of exchanges for sharing ar- 
rangements. Only Metro has been 
able to put over its percentage de- 
mands in this town; Metro having 
licked the exhib boycott against it 
two years by the simple expedient 
of having the Loew’s theatre sec- 
tion arrive in town and start digging 
up property on which to build its 
own ‘houses. 
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LABOR WORRIES 





So Many Unions Have Griev- 


Ensue—Schedule of Hours 
and Days for 
Factions 


Various 


—— ee 


POLICE ANGLE 


Prospects for picketing of N. Y 
several unions at the 
same time this summer, with each 
of many organizations eager for 


recognition, threatens to cause such 
picketing jams that labor leaders 
will be compelled to schedule hours 
when the various unions may put 
on their marchers. This will be ne- 
cessary in order to keep pickets from 
getting into each other’s hair, if not 
for the reason that city authorities 
are likely to frown upon large flocks 
of placard carriers because of the 
congestion they would cause. 

While picketing in a _ peaceful 
manner is permitted by law, local 
ordinance forbids congestion and im- 
peded traffic in the public safety. 
Picketing in droves, no matter how 
many unions feel that they have a 
right to march their men in front of 
theatres or other places, would be 
likely to bring action by city of- 
ficials and might give theatres an 
opening for injunctions. For these 
reasons, and in anticipation of the 
probability, it is believed that labor 
men will apportion the time of day 
when various unions may picket 
and agree upon the length of time 
daily. 

This, of course, means a possi- 
bility that the unions, among them- 
selves, will face difficulties in work- 
ing out schedules for part-time pick- 
eting which would be satisfactory to 
all. There would be a question of 
who should picket at the choice, peak 
hours; who should get the breaks on 
Saturdays and Sundays; which 
unions should take the off hours, 
etc. 

All Over the Place 


Plus the picketing that has been 
frequently resorted to in New York 
by booth opegators, the Musicians, 
Local 802, has been marching its 
men in front of straight film houses 
for more than six months now in 
hopes of getting stage shows re- 
turned. Over and above this pick- 
eting, the painters recently appeared 
a few times in support of the Holly- 
wood strike, while additional ranks 
of standard-bearers went on the 
streets when the artists of the Max 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Meet a New Star 


Hollywood, June 1. 
John Trent, B. P. Schuiberg find, 
goes up to stellar rating in ‘She’s No 
Lady,’ formerly ‘Let’s Talk of Love,’ 
with Ann Dvorak. 
Charles Vidor directs. 





NEW TEST ON 


DOUBLES IN 
PHILLY 


Philadelphia, June 1. 
Reported here that the Federal 
Circuit Court will order another re- 
hearing of the Perelman double- 
feature suit, on which there have 
already been three hearings which 


have dragged over more than a 
year. 
Suit was brought against major 


producers by Harry Perelman, op- 
erator of two small indie houses 
here, to prevent them from insert- 
ing a clause in contracts which al- 
lows them to halt delivery of prod- 
uct if they exhib double-features. 
Action has been taken up and fought 
as a cause celebre by former Con- 
gressman Ben Golder, Perelman’s 
attorney. 

Court handed down a decision in 
the case about two months ago, 
which turned into a fiasco when, the 
following day, notice was posted 
that it was all an error by a clerk 
and the order didn’t count. 

Meantime, at least half the indie 
houses in Philly have jumped into 
the dual harness. That means about 
50 theatres, as there are 180 in all, 
with Warner Brothers controlling 
80 of them. Not all the houses 
double all the time, but the ma- 
jority use duals at least three days 
every week. 

Newest departure is ‘triple-fea- 
ture’ at Saturday matinees. Several 
houses add a western to the regular 
dual for the kid shows. Noticeable 
situation is that most flagrant dual- 
ers and triplers are getting the city’s 
lowest admishes. 

Only three exchanges are now 
refusing to service dual accounts. 
They are Paramount, Warners and 
Metro. 








Par's New England Theatres Inc, 
Buying Out Assets of Olympia Chain 





Olympia Theatres, Inc., vast chain 
of houses in the Paramount sub- 
sidiary, which has been in receiver- 
ship since early in 1932, will emerge 
on a reorganization under which the 
assets of the company will be pur- 
chased by another Par subsidiary, 
New England Theatres, Inc. Deal 
for acquisition of the Olympia as- 
sets at $4,000,000 will be closed in 
Boston on Friday (4) with Y. Frank 
Freeman of N. Y. representing Par. 

General acceptance of a plan to 
turn over the Olympia assets to di- 
rect Par control through its New 
England Theatres, Inc., has been 
reached following completion of ad- 
justments of all claims under the 
Olympia receivership, which entailed, 
among others, a bond readjustment 
of the Goldstein Bros. circuit in Mas- 
sachusetts. 

Sam Pinanski, vet operator, who 
with Martin J. Mullin has been co- 


in New York Friday and Saturday 
28-29) to discuss final steps in con- 
nection with removing the subsidiary 





receiver of the Olympia chain, was | 


from receivership and is expected 
back in New York this week to con- 
fer further with Paramount home 
office executives, including Freeman, 
who returned from Texas yesterday 
(Tues. ). 

Should a partnership in New Eng- 
land be worked out by Paramount, 
it would unquestionably be made 
| with Mullin and Pinanski. M. & P. 
chain, which they operate, is separate 
| and distinct from Olympia Theatres, 
| as also is the New England Theatres, 
| Inc., which will acquire Olympia 
| houses and holdings. New England 
| Theatres operates in upper New Eng- 
land, in the states of New Hampshire 
|and Maine. Maine and New Hamp- 
| shire Theatres, Inc., affiliated with 
|Paramount and headed by John 
Ford, is also in these states, plus 
Vermont. This group embraces 29 
| houses, while the M&P setup totals 
| 86. 
| Olympia chain penetrates only 
| Massachusetts and Connecticut, but 
| was always one of Par’s more im- 
portant subsidiaries. 
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Aled Convention Passes Up Labor 
Problem, Votes for Pic Buying Pool, 
Favors Congressional Biz Inquiry 


. 


By DON GOLDBERG 


Milwaukee, June 1. 

No national attempt to cover the 
labor problems will be made by Al- 
lied. This was unanimously decided 
by the Allied independent theatre 
owners in convention here last week, 
By resolution the convention voted 
to leave the labor situation up to 
each state unit, rather than try any 
national supervision. 

By a vote of 74 to 60 the conven- 
tion voted for a full investigation 
and inquiry into the possible setting 
up of a national film buying com- 
bination. This would replace the 
local and state buying groups, which 
are operated by several of the Al- 
lied units. In other localities Allied 
has not been able to get these buy- 
ing groups organized, due primarily 
to the refusal of the exchanges to 
sell product to anybody not directly 
and financially interested in theatres 
for which they are buying product. 

Under the tentative national set- 
up Allied members would pay a ser- 
vice charge amounting to 3% of their 
total film cost. 

Results of the investigation into 
the possible buying combine will be 
presented to the Allied convention 
in 1938. Of primary consideration 
to the members is whether the dis- 
tributors would sell on such a basis. 

Reason for the investigation ques- 
tion being presented to the general 
convention body for an open vote 
was the failure of the film-buying 
committee to come to any decision 
themselves. Four men in the com- 
mittee divided 2-2 on the advisability 


of making such an inquiry into 

whether a national buying setup 

should be established by Allied. 
Grievances 

Allied convention faced a list of 

six grievances and unanimously 


voted to do something about it. 
These grievances were listed as (1) 
percentage pictures, (2) preferred 
playing time, (3) weekly charge for 
shorts, (4) withholding of pictures 
named on _ contracts, (5) selling 
product on allocated price and then 
not delivering the low-bracket pic- 
tures, thus raising the general pic- 
ture cost average, (6) block booking. 

Convention was urged to attack 
these problems in three ways, with 
the leading attack to be complcie 
advertisement of the exhibitor griev- 
ances to the public. Exhibitors were 
urged to put trailers on their screens, 
write editorials in their programs 
and give speeches’ before’ the 
women’s clubs to air these exhibitor 
squawks. Exhibitors were told that 
nothing would be gained by keeping 
these grievances as trade secrets, 
but to air them. 

Campaigning 

To this end, the exhibitors were 
asked to continue campaigning for 
governmental intercession in the pic 
ture business. Allied members are 
determined to seek a Congressional 
investigation of the film business, 
and to campaign for the passage of 
the Neely-Pettingill bill. 

As far as individual and pointed 
Squawks are concerned, there was 
a complete agreement among the 
members in condemning the acces- 
sories department setup of Para- 

(Continued on page 23) 





REP DISTRIBS MEET 


Hollywood, June 1. 

Republic Picts. franchise holders 
opened their convention at the 
Holly wood Roosevelt yesterday 
(Mon.) and remain in session four 
days. 

Following the conclave here sales 
meetings are scheduled for San 
Francisco, Chicago, New Orleans 
and New York, 





WEIL HANDLING ‘ROAD’ 

Joe Weil, head of Universal's ex- 
ploitation department will have full 
charge of the road show engage- 
ment of ‘The Road Back,’ which is 
scheduled to open at the Globe, on 
Broadway, June 17. 

No other assignments for the road 
show date are contemplated, 
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Holiday Hypoes L. 


A. Trade; ‘Cafe’ 


Good $29,500, 2 Spots; ‘Go-Getter’ 


Limps, $12,500; ‘Courageous Okay 


Los Angeles, June 1, 
holiday, with 
favorable for 


Three-day 


conditions theatres, 


proved a life-saver for bulk of the | 


local first-runs, with grosses upped 
in several 
ures. ‘Cafe Metropole,’ at the day- 


date State and Chinese, is piling up | 


a combined $29,500 
healthy for these houses, 
Couple of two-a-day picts, ‘Cap- 


take, very 


dains.Courageous’ and ‘Lost Horizon,’ | 


benefited by the holiday. Day-date 

RKO and Pantages yanked after five 

days and put in new bills (31). 
Estimates for This Week 

Carthay Circle (Fox) (1,518; 55- 
83.1.10-1.65)—‘Captains Courageous’ 
(MG) (3d week). Advance reser- 
vations began piling up early in 
week. Second week drew $8,100, ex- 
cellent. 

Chinese (Grauman) (2,028; 30-40- 
55-75)—‘Cafe Metropole’ (20th) and 
‘Angels’ Holiday’ (20th) dual. Look- 
ed like old times around the fore- 
court with mobs particularly heavy 
Saturday through Monday for nifty 


$13,000. Last week, ‘Romeo and 
Juliet?’ (MG) and ‘Nobody’s Baby’ 
(MG), distinct disappointment at 
$6,300. 


Criterion (Tally) (1,640; 30-40-55) 
—‘Elephant Boy’ (UA) (2nd week). 
Novelty pic got away to initial good 
week and trade holding substan- 
tially well, so on second stanza 
should garner around $4,800, against 
first week’s take of $5,600. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 30-40-55- 
65 )\—‘Go-Getter’ (WB) and ‘Michael 
O'Halloran’ (Rep), dual. Biz not so 
hot with this pair, but about on par 
with previous week, $6,500 against 
$6,300, with holdover week of ‘Prince 
and Pauper’ (FN). 

Four Star (Fox) (900; 55-83-1.10- 
1.65)—‘Lost Horizon’ (Col) (12th 
week). Holding surprisingly strong. 
Last week, satisfactory $5,400. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 30-40-55- 
65 )\—‘Go-Getter’ (WB) and ‘Michael 
O'Halloran’ (Rep), dual. Biz took a 
dive so best in sight is $6,000. Last 
week, holdover of ‘Prince and Pau- 
per’ (FN), very good $6,500. 

Orpheum (Bdwy) (2,280; 25-30-35- 
40)—‘Happened Out West’ (20th) 
and ‘China Passage’ (RKO), dual, 
and vaude. Combo of Harold Bell 
Wright screen yarn, Ed Lowry’s 
Singtimers on stage and an auto 
trailer give-away helping boost take 
to nifty $10,000. House closed last 
week. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,700; 30-40-55)— 
“Good as Married’ (U) and ‘Let Them 
Live’ (U), dual. Pair yanked Sun- 
day night after five days for fair 
$4,000. New show opened (31). Last 
week, ‘Shall We Dance’ (RKO), 


instances to healthy fig- | 





| 
Par Dolling Up 
Hollywood, June 1. 
Paramount studio theatre has un- 
'dergone a complete dressing-up and 
|will be thrown open for the first 
ltime since the face-lifting for the 
company convention, 
New sound reproduction equip- 
ment has been installed, more seats | 
have gone in and an indirect light- | 
ing system provided. Boris Morros | 
and LeRoy Prinz are working up the 
entertainment program for the dele- | 
gates. 


CINCY BIZ BLAH; 
‘PAUPER’ FAIR 
$11,000 


Cincinnati, June 1. 
Outdoor opposish for pic parlors 


weather | 








got under way in full force over 
holiday-padded weekend and trade 
wilted to summer level. Open air 


lures, aided by hot weather, include 
36-day racing meet at Latonia, Ky., 
opposite Cincy; dog racing at nearby 
Harrison, O.; season starters for 
Coney Island and Zoo, annual gas 
derby at the not distant Indian- 
apolis; opening of the burg’s numer- 
ous beer gardens, picnic spots and 
bathing pools. 


In cinema center, ‘Prince and 
Pauper’ is the top draw currently, 
fetching fair $11,000 at the Albee. 


Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (3,300: 35-42)— 
‘Prince and Pauper’ (WB). Fair 
$11,000. Last week, ‘Star Is Born’ 


(UA), $17,500, socko. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 35-42 )—‘Star 
Is Born’ (UA) (2d run). Good $5,500. 
Last week, ‘Cafe Metropole’ (20th) 
(2d run), $3,000, poor. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25 )—‘Last 
Mile’ (UA) (reissue) and ‘Men in 
Exile’ (WB), split. Average *2.200. 


Last week, ‘Midnight Taxi’ (20th) 
and ‘Nobody's .Baby’ (MG), split, 
$2,200. 

Grand (RKO) (1,200: 25-40)— 


‘Trader Horn’ (MG) (revival). Flop- 
po $1,800. Last week, ‘Shall We 





third stanza, very good $5,800. 

Paramount (Partmar) (3,595; 30- 
40-55)—Turn Off Moon’ (Par) and 
stage show (2nd week). Holdover 
was for five days for neat $11,000. 
Last week, first, smash $22,000. ‘Met 
Him in Paris’ (Par) opened Monday 
(31). in for two weeks and two days. 

RKO (2,950; 30-40-55)—‘Good as 
Married’ (U) and ‘Let Them Live’ 
(U), dual. Customers didn’t break 
their necks fer this pair, so five days 
at $3,200, mild. New show debutted 
(31), to cash in on holiday. Last 
week. third week of ‘Shall We Dance’ 
(FO), okay at $5,000. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,024: 30-40-55- 
75)—Cafe Metropole’ (20th) and 
‘Angels’ Holiday’ (20th), dual. Aided 
bv triple holiday piling up smash 
$15.500. Last week, ‘Romeo and 
Juliet’ (MG) and ‘Nobody’s Baby’ 
(MG), pretty weak at $10,200. 

United Artists (Fox-UA) (2,100: 
30-70-55)—Fifty Roads’ (20th) and 
*K'ng of Gamblers’ (Par), dual. Just 
sc-so trade on this pair of first runs, 
so hest in sight is fair $4,000. Last 
week, ‘Old Soak’ (MG) and ‘13th 
Choir’ (MG). fair $4,100. 

Wilshire (Fox) (2.296; 30-40-55-65) 
—'‘Fifty Roads’ (20th) and ‘King of 
Gamblers’ (Par), dual. Trade up a 
bit currently for fair $6,000. Last 
week. ‘Old Soak’ (MG) and ‘13th 
Chair’ (MG), not so hot at $4,600. 


New NSS Coast Plant 


Hollywood, June 1. 
Screen Service’s new 
started today (Tues.) 
calls for occupancy 





National 
building got 
and schedule 
around Oct. 1. 

Entire second floor of the struc- 
ture will be given over to the acces- 
sory manufacturing plant and dis- 
tributing facilities. 


HOUSER’S SCRIPT JOB 


Hollywood, June 1. 

Robert Sisk has assigned Lionel 
Houser to the screenplay of ‘She 
Sang for Her Supper,’ which he will 
produce for Radio. 

Don Prindle is scripting “The Life 
of the Party’ and Edmund Joseph 
*She’s Got That Swing’ on the same 
lot. 


Dance’ (RKO), third downtown 
week, $3,000, fair. 
Keith’s (Libson) 
‘Romeo and Juliet’ (MG). Mavbe 
$3,000, poor. Last week, ‘Fifty 
Roads’ (20th), $4,500, okay. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 35-42)—‘Way 
Out West’ (MG). Good $4,300. Last 
week, ‘Silent Barriers’ (GB), $3,000, 
poor. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600: 35-42)— 
‘Woman Chases Man’ (UA). Fair 
$8,500. Last week, ‘Turn Off Moon’ 
(Par), six days, $5,000, season’s low. 

Shubert (RKO) (2,200: 35-42)— 
‘Wake Up’ (20th) (3d week). Okay 
$4,000. Last week, second; $6,500, 
nice. 


(1,500; 25-40 )— 








1st Runs on Broadway 
Week of June 3 





Astor—‘Captains Courageous’. 
(MG) (4th Week). 

Capitel—‘Parnell’ (MG) (3). 

Central— ‘Great Hospital 
Mystery’ (20th) (5). 

Criterion — “The Go-Getter’ 
(WB) (4). 

Giobe — ‘Lost Horizon’ (Col) 
(14th week). 

Music Hall—This Is My Af- 
fair’ (20th) (2d week). 

Paramount—‘I Met Him in 
Paris’ (Par) (2). 


Rialto— ‘Behind the Head- 
lines’ (RKO) (31). 

Rivoli— ‘Hit Parade’ (Rep) 
(2d week). 

Roxy — ‘50 Roads to Town’ 
(20th) (4), 

Strand—‘Kid Galahad’ (WB) 


(2d week). 
Week of June 10 

Astor—‘Captains Courageous’ 
(MG) (5th week). 

Capitol — ‘Parnell’ (MG) (2d 
week). 

Gleobe—The Road Back’ (U) 
(14). 

Music Hall—‘Woman Chases 
Man’ (UA) (10). 

Paramount —‘I Met Him in 
Paris’ (Par) (2d week). 

Rialto — ‘King of Gamblers’ 
(Par) (8). 


Rivoli— ‘Slave Ship’ (20th) 
(12). 

Strand—‘Kid Galahad’ (WB) 
(3d week), 











Heat Baffs Buff. 
Biz; Colbert Nice 
$14,500; ‘Gun,’ 86 





Buffalo, June 1. 
Holiday and _ perfect weather 
knocking the local b.o’s for a loop. 
Figures are spotty and at summer 
levels. 


Estimates for This Week 
Buffale (Shea) (3,600; 30-40-55)— 
‘Met Him in Paris’ (Par). May get 
around $14,500, nice. Last week, 
‘Star is Born’ (UA), swell $18,000, 


Century (Shea) (3,400; 25-35)— 
‘Angel’s Holiday’ (20th) and ‘Chan 
at Olympics’ (20th). Should get 
around $7,000, fair. Last week, ‘No 
Man of Own’ (Par) and ‘Girl From 
Scotland Yard’ (Par), bettered ex- 
pectations for good $8,600. 


* Great Lakes (Shea) (3,400; 30-50) 
—Gave Him a Gun’ (MG). Around 
$8,000, fair. Last week, ‘Shall We 
Dance?’ (RKO) (2d week), slipped 
in second stanza to $6,800. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,400; 25-40)—In- 
ternes Can’t Take Money’ (Par) and 
‘Jeeves’ (20th). Fair $6,500. indi- 
cated. Last week, ‘Love From 
Stranger’ (UA) and ‘That Man’s 
Here Again’ (WB), poor $6,400. 

Lafayette (Ind) (3,400; 25-35)— 
‘Thunder in City’ (Col) and ‘Counter- 
feit Lady’ (Col). Getting neat 
$7,000. Last week, ‘Racketeers in 
Exile’ (Col) and Back Stage’ (GB), 
nice $6,500. 








Holiday Scuttles Det. Pix; ‘Galahad 
$8,000; “Affair, Vaude, Good $20,000 





Detroit, June 1. 

Three-day Decoration Day week- 
end sent b.o.’s blooey, race track 
opening, plus other outdoor attrac- 
tions, grabbing most of coin. 

What little’s left is divided pretty 
evenly betwixt ‘This Is My Affair,’ 
plus vaude, at the Fox, and ‘Go-Get- 
ter’ plus Clyde Lucas’ band at the 
Michigan. ‘Kid Galahad’ is doing 
nicely at the United Artists, but not 
as big as expected. 

Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 25-40)— 
‘Charlie Chan Olympics’ (20th) and 
‘California Straight Ahead’ (U), dual. 
About $5,000, fair. Last week ‘Siient 
Barriers’ (GB) and ‘No Man of Her 
Own’ (Par), $5,200, fair. 

Cass (Indie) (1,400; $1.65 top)— 
‘Lost Horizon’ (Col). Opened strong- 
ly anc clipped off nice $10,500 in first 
|five days. Should hang on for three 
or four weeks. 

Downtown (Krim) (2,800; 25-40)— 
‘Slaves in Bondage’ (Indie) (2d wk). 
Holding on for oke $5,000 following 
| opening session of $8,500. 

Fox (Indie) (5.000: 30-40-65 )—This 
‘Is My Affair’ (20th) and vaude. Hit- 








ting around $20,000, good in view of 
holiday opposish. Last week ‘Hit 
Parade’ (Rep) with Gene Autry top- 
ping stage shows, oke $22,000. 

Madison (United Detroit) 
30-40-65 )—‘Star Is Born’ (UA) (2d 
wk). Moved here after good session 
at Michigan and should do fair 
$6,000. Last week, third of ‘Shall We 
Dance’ (RKO), which moved here 
for two stanzas after one at Mich, 
good $7,100. 

Michigan (United Detroit) 
30-40-65 )—‘Go-Getter’ (WB), with 
Clyde Lucas band on stage. Not a 
go-getter at $20,000, but oke in view 
of things. Last week ‘Star Is Born’ 
(UA) and stage show, good $26,000. 

Palms-State (United Detroit) (3,- 
000; 25-40)—‘Way Out West’ (MG) 
| plus ‘Espionage’ (MG), dual. Gross 
|up here to nice $9,000. Last week 
| ‘Billy the Kid’ (MG) and ‘Scotland 


(2,000; 


(4,000; 





Yard’ (Par), fair $6,700. 


| United Artists (United Detroit) 
| (2,000; 30-40-65) — ‘Kid Galahad’ 
| (WB). Oke $8,000, but not as much 


jas expected. Last week ‘13th Chair’ 
' (MG), poor $5,500. 





Wednesday, June 2. 1937 


= 








Chi B.0.’s Again Lay Eggs; Colbert 
Fair $29,000; ‘Night Fall’ N.G. 156: 
‘Tomorrow, Poor $8500, Only 1 Wk. 
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Reagan Heads West 
Des Moines, June 1. 

Ronald ‘Dutch’ Reagan, WHO 
sports announcer, is driving to 
Hollywood to start picture work un- 
der a Warner Bros. contract. He is 
succeeded at WHO by Bill Brown, 
formerly sports announcer for WMT, 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa. 

Personnel of WHO threw a fare- 
well party for Reagan on the eve of 
his departure. 


PARIS SWELL 
IN PHILLY, 
$16,000 


Philadelphia, June 1. 

Sensational biz of ‘A Star Is Born,’ 
at the Aldine, is easily the feature 
of the downtown pic situation here 
in Philly. ‘Star’ is now in its fifth 
week. ‘Woman Chases Man,’ pre- 
viously skedded for the house, is now 
announced for the Boyd, date not 
definitely set, because that house is 
doing some biz of its own with ‘I 
Met Him in Paris.’ 

Holdovers, incidentally, have been 
quite the rule the last couple of 
weeks. ‘This Is My Affair’ is hold- 
7“, for a second week at the Stanley. 

air, summery weather Saturday 
and Sunday spoiled exhibs’ hopes for 
a break over Memorial Day week- 
end. ‘Parnell,’ skedded for the 
Stanley Friday (4), is the only im- 
portant pic listed for the next couple 
of weeks. The Earle departs from 
first run custom by announcing 
‘Shall We Dance,’ a second-run film, 
for Friday. 


Estimates for This Week 


Aidine (1,300; 40-55-65)—‘A Star Is 
Born’ (UA) (5th wk). Sensation of 
the spring and long-run film of sea- 
son (excluding roadshow pix). Held 
for fifth week, and ‘Woman Chases 
Man,’ skedded: to follow, shifted to 
Boyd. ‘Star’ figures for good $7,500 
this week after last week’s hot $9,500. 

Arcadia (600; 25-40-50)—‘Love 
from Stranger’ (GB) (2d run). Com- 
pleting week’s stay tonight (Tues- 
day) for so-so $2,000. ‘Nobody’s 
Baby,’ also second run, tomorrow 
(Wed.). Last week, ‘Waikiki Wed- 
ding’ (Par) (3d run), surprised 
everybody by staying only three 
days to weak $900. 

Boyd .(2,400; 40-55-65)—‘Met in 
Paris’ (Par). Crix raved and film is 
getting swell word of mouth. Com- 
pletes first week tonight for a sure 
$16,000, and is holding for at least 
part of a second week. ‘Woman 
Chases Man’ underlined, with no 








date set. 
Earle (2,000; 25-40-55)—‘Pick a 
Star’ (MG) and vaude. Benny 


Meroff band and Anna May Wong 
headliners. Tepid $10,500 seen. Last 
week ‘Melody for Two’ (WB) and 
vaude, under average, $12,000. 

Fox (3,000; 40-55-65)—‘Kid Gala- 
had’ (WB). Looks very good and 
might get second week, although 
‘Turn Off the Moon’ (Par) is men- 
tioned for Friday (4). ‘Galahad’ 
figures for good $15,500. Last week 
‘Gave Him Gun’ (MG), only $12,500, 
poor. 

Karlton (1.000; 25-35-40)—‘Angel’s 
Holiday’ (20th). A first run that 
won't do much; poor $2,000, if that. 
Last week ‘Shall We Dance’ (RKO) 
(2d run) okay at $3,000. 

Keith’s (2,000; 30-40-50)—‘Prince 
and Pauper’ (WB) (2d run). Fairly 
good $2,500 figured. Last week ‘Cafe 
Metropole’ (20th) (2d run), neat 
$3,000. 

Stanley (3,700; 40-55)—‘This Is My 
Affair’ (20th) (2d wk). Should hook 
okay $11,500 after first week’s very 
nice $16,500. 

Stanton (1,700; 30-40-50)—‘Chan at 
Olympics’ (20th) Chan pix used to 
play at Fox. Stanton’s clientele, 
however, should be okay for fair 
$5,800. Last week ‘Soldier and Lady’ 
(RKO), under $5,000, n.s.g. 





Nags Trample K. C. Pix; 
‘Go Getter’ N. G. $4,500 


Kansas City, June 1. 

Current week looks a dud in toto. 
Bangtails moved into Riverside for 
32-day meet and they’re dust in the 
b.o.’s_ eye. 

Estimates for This Week 

Mainstreet (RKO) (3,200; 25-40)— 
‘Met in Paris’ (Par) and Dionne 
short. Nice weekend will boost to 








fair $11,000. Last week, ‘Turn Off 








Chicago, Juiie 1, 
Loop exhibs are wondering when 
they’re going to hit 


bottom: each 
week business has been getting 
progressively worse in some spots 
due in part no doubt to pictures, And 
currently the slide takes the form 
of almost a direct vertical fall. Only 
the three-day weekend holiday gave 


the loop houses any impetus at all, 

So bad in two spots that the pic- 
tures were yanked after the first 
day. Oriental pulled out ‘Melody for 
Two’ on Saturday (29) and replaced 
with ‘Night Must Fall.’ Yet house 
is better than last week. After a 
single day at the Garrick, ‘Angel’s 
Holiday’ was relieved of duty and 
house substituted ‘Old Soak.’ Both 
replacements had previously seen 
runs at other houses in the loop and 
were called back to duty only be- 
cause of necessity. 

Disappointment is ‘I Met Him in 
Paris,’ of which much had been ex- 
pected at the Chicago. Opening day 
was around half of pre-opening pre- 
dictions. ‘Make Way for Tomorrow’ 
eouldn’t get going at the Roosevelt 
and will be yanked tomorrow 
(Wed.) after one brutal week. 


Only spot with any real cause for 
joy is the Palace, where ‘Hit Parade’ 
plus Bill Robinson add up to good 
trade and coin currently. House is 
showing best general level for the 
session. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
—Prince and Pauper’ (WB). Moved 
in here after one good session at the 
Chicago, and looks capable of satis- 
factory $8,000 currently. Last week, 
‘Night Fall’ (MG), slipped to $6,200, 
SO-SO. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75)— 
‘Met Him in Paris’ (Par) and stage 
show. Gene Autry on stage doesn’t 
mean anything in this house. Under 
expectations and just fairish at $29,- 
000. Last week, ‘Prince and Pauper’ 
(WB), fine $33,000. 

Garrick (B&K) (35-55-65-75)— 
‘Old Soak’ (MG). Doesn’t figure for 
any move than poor $6,000. ‘Angel's 
Holiday’ (20th) came in on Friday 
(28) and out on Saturday with ‘Soak’ 
rushed to replace. Last week, “Turn 
Off Moon’ (Par), poor $5,400. 


Oriental (B&K) (3,200; 25-35-55- 
65)—‘Night Must Fall’ (MG) and 
‘Park Ave. Parade’ unit on stage. In 
the dumps again following woeful 
start. Around $15,000, only so-so. 
‘Melody for Two’ (WB) yanked after 
one day. Last week, ‘Chan at Olym- 
pics only $13,500. : 


Palace (RKO) (2,500; 35-55-65-75) 
—Hit Parade’ (Rep) and vaude. Bill 
Robinson headlining and accounting 
for considerable portion of gross. 
Picture, however, getting good com- 
ments and trade, giving house best 
b. o. tempo in loop currently at fair 
$17,000. Last week, ‘Shall We Dance’ 
(RKO), finished fourth week to 
$13,100, nice for the run. 


Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 25-35-45- 
65-75) —‘Make Way for Tomorrow’ 
(Par). Just one week for this tear- 
jerker at less than $8,500, poor. Out 
tomorrow (Wed.) for ‘Kid Galahad’ 
(WB). Last week, ‘Old Soak’ (MG), 
okay, sticking out its second week to 
$9,500. 


State-Lake (Jones) (2,700: 25-35- 
45-55)—Nobody’s Baby’ (MG) and 
‘Paris on Parade’ unit. Steady ses- 


sion here at $13,000, all right. Last 
week, ‘Let’s Get Married’ (Col), 
$11,800, n.s.h. 

United Artists (B&K-UA) (1.700; 
35-55-65-75)—‘Star Is Born’ (UA) 


(4th week). Has had a great run of 
it to excellent money. Leaving to be 
replaced by ‘Woman Chases Man’ 
(UA). Will touch oke $11,000 cur- 
— following neat $12,500 last 
week. 


Erlanger (1,200; 55-83-$1.10-$1.65) 
—Captains Courageous’ (MG). 
Finished three weeks on roadshow, 
one of shortest on record here. Fair 
enough at $9,000 for finale session. 





Moon’ (Par) and ‘King of Gam- 
glers’ (Par), six days, poor $5,200. 

Midland (Loew) (4,000; 25-40) — 
‘Gave Him Gun’ (MG) and ‘Way 
Out West,’ so-so $12,000. Last week, 
“Woman Chases Man’ (UA) and ‘13th 
Chair’ (MG), low $7,500. 

Newman (Par) (1,900; 25-40) — 
‘Go Getter’ (WB) and ‘Buried Alive 
(FN). No hope of any kind _ here; 
very poor $4,500. Last week, ‘Call It 
a Day’ (WB) and ‘Man Found Him- 
self? (RKO), dualer dove to $4.200. 


Tower (Fox) (2,200; 25-40)— ‘Good 
as Married’ (U) and vaude. Fait 
$8,000. Last week, ‘Cafe Metropole 
(20th) and vaude, didn’t hold uP, 
fading to so-so $8,600. 

Uptown (Fox) (2,020; 25-40) — 
(U) and ‘Oh, Doctor 
‘Cafe 
$3,- 


‘Night Key’ 
(U). Poor $3,200. Last week, 
Metropole’ (20th), disappointing 
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Grosses Holding Up Steadily; Wil = S™'S"""" | Memorial Day Peps B’way B.0.'s: 
Figur e | Over One Year Ago ee estes ce ee P ‘Affair 4 $85,000, Holds: ‘Galahad 
_| And Oke Summer Biz Is Expected j=: "vive! Sock $41,000; ‘Horizon’ N.G. $6,000 
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with usual exodus outdoors and 
with ‘Shall We Dance.’ 


Estimates for This Week - ——————_—_— 


Although the May releases do not LINCOLN DULL His Majesty’s (CT) (1,600; 50- Memorial day this year is con-, ‘Moon’ at $26,000 on the second week 
high as in former > $1.50)—Closed for season. Last week,| sidered to have been more of a hypo] represents more 
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n average up as , —- _ sohatier : \ : than just a fair 
h years, theatre grosses are holding UP! Only Astaire-Rogers Pulling Biz In | second for ‘Lost Horizon’ (Col),| for the New York theatres than it] profit for the Par, while ‘Vengeance’ 
firmly and, on the month, will show Hot Town, $4,000 poor $3,000, was a year ago, when the holiday | at $7,000 on six days for the Rialto is 
; an increase over last May of around bina Palace (CT) (2,700; 50)—‘Shall fell on a Saturday. The total of|also agreeable black. ‘Honolulu’ will 
. 10%. In some sections of the coun- \ ee Denes’ (RKO). Astaire-Rogers | Siettog cd ag Be gro, tg te be about $30,000, fair profit 
me, a sehen a + | headed for $8,000, ver ood. Last} & 4 ses WwW ye Only abou The ; »s are ° hcaieuien © 
d try the figures will Diser to around Those dog days are here again, | week, third for ‘Star i Sow (UA) | $20,000 behind the take for the same win toi nor wg cg bart Parade, 
n 15%, but in the majority of situa-/temp running around 90 to 95 al- | good enougfh $5,000 ’ ~ "| week in 1936, a minor decrease when (99), , nd 'P s -_ von Saturday 
y tions the average will be nearer | ready, Houses without air condition- sae gO aa it is considered that various factors] B — — Star,’ at the Capitol. 
e i cording to statisticians ing are being cold shouldered, and Capitol (CT) (2,700; 50)—‘Met/ built up obstacles against the street Both are weak attractions and the 
1 10%, acct . v . ‘Shall We D “yee ppteedonane. "g Him in Paris (20th) and ‘Motor| this year. Weather has ~ ee. | two combined won't take more than 
. Business since the first of the year, all e Dance’ is currently top- | Kindness’ (Par). Fair $6,000. Last! _— geen, eather has been ex-| $29000. ‘Hit Parade’ will be a te 
* f tify- spotting in b.o. pace. ress ar). Fair $0,000. ast | tremely nice for a whole week now, or ‘Dick ; oy eo 
. over five months, has been gratify . week, ‘Cafe Metropole’ (20th) and| turning very warm Sunday (30) and| pettet than ‘Pick a Star,’ former 
ingly strong. Average for this pe- Estimates for This Week ‘That I May Live’ (20th), good| Monday (Decoration day), while | 2cking about $12,000, latter only 
d riod will run to about the same ratio Liberty (LTC) (1,200; 10-15) — $7,000. ; ; last year the Memorial day week- aie he Pity in both cases, Dut 
e of increase over January, February,| ‘Cherokee Strip’ (WB) plus ‘Big| Loew’s (M. T. Co.) (3,200; 50)| end was cool. Additionally, the pic-| ¢274d° holds anyway. “Make Way 
a March, April and May of 1936, as Game’ (RKO) split with ‘13th Chair’ | —’Promise to Pay’ (Col) and ‘You're| tures on tap this week are not as lh ‘peg trend waicn ae 
Ye for the month of May alone. Sharp (Rep) plus ‘Fury’ (MG). Not so good, | in the Army Now’ (Emp), plus strong as they were the same week ran — a noldov er of even one week, 
H seasonal dip usually comes in May, | $800. Heat is taking it out on this | stage show. Latter will get the! in ‘36. rl his» es fourth at the Criterion 
h but this year the expectancy of such house. Last week, ‘Chan Olympics’ | money; $10,000, good. Last week,| Chucking out a couple pictures ys <P hay Bint Be ye Fe Page 
n Chana al decline is no greater than (20th) plus “Looking for Trouble’ | ‘No Man of Own’ (Par) and ‘Hills! that are being passed up entirely. 8 aol P 4 Pe ny im $15,000 adver- 
a seasona 7 a |(UA), split with ‘Scotland Yard’ | of Old Wyoming’ (RKO), with re-| the curre AE cage ea yy | tising and didn't even get that out 
d one An indication of th : ; : , ’ ; le current display is being pretty | the first week 
‘ a year back. An catlo @/ (Par) plus ‘“Mummy’s Boys’ (RKO), | vue, below average at $8,000 | well patroniead ted ley mack’ eaten week. 
ae improvement in grosses and attend- | ¢go0. ; ; , : patronized, le 9y sock returns While it was okay for earlier 





ring > | Princess (CT) (2,300; 50)—‘Make! for the Strand and the State. ‘Kid| weeks of its $2 1 at the Globe 
ance during the past two years may/ Lincoln (LTC) (1,600; 10-20-25)— | Way for Tomorrow’ (Par) and| Galahad,’ at the former, will see aj other that should. nave on 


oh be gained from the fact that May’s/ ‘call It a Day’ (WB). Not hitting. | *Turn Off Moon’ (Par). Okay $6,000.| Very big week of $41,000 or better,| held this 


ill- 
never have been 














e . . “ , long is ‘Lost Hor , 
y figures show they are about 20% bet-/ Fair at $1,900. Last week, ‘Night | Last week, ‘Woman I Love’ (RKO)! holding, while the State, with ‘Star| which last week iw 13th) was eal 
p« ter than for September two years| Must Fall’ (MG) lurched in four|and ‘California Straight Ahead’ | Is Born’ on second run, is heading | around $6,000. Rent on the house is 
y? ago (1935), one of the best theatre | days and was replaced by ‘Mountain |(U), not so hot at $4,500. | for a mighty $35,000. In view of the | $5,000 weekly. ‘Captains Courage- 
A months of the year. Operators are Justice (WB) to come off with Cinema de Paris (France-Film) | oes ee =e went three weeks at/ ous’ last week (2) was $14,100, a 
w hopeful that July, August and Sep- $2,600, oke. | (600; 50) ‘Cesar’ (2d week)—Big| et fusic ars ooune had plenty of moderate profit. Par, has taken 
tember releases this year, particu-| Orpheum (LTC) (10-15-20-25)— | French religious weekend hit this) PA vOns, ane currently is playing | house for ‘Souls at Sea,’ opening 
Leer reeset steer wal’ Le good | ‘When Love, ts Young’ U) with Ed some and may dock gross to’ $2,000,| various Loew neighborhood theatres, | June’ 30 
ie" enough te push grosses higher than pg i nStveet’ (RKO) sage bp ne a ood $3.000. | usual, “The. vatsbevitte headed oy Estimates for This Week 
»d the surprisingly fine mark which was a 7 y , -Denis (France-Film) (2,300;) Louis Sobol, Journal columnist, un-| Astor (1,012: 55-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20)— 
is - , plus ‘Mamma Steps Out’ (MG). | 34)—‘Les Reprouves’ and ‘Le Mort} doubtedly acc , ™ iC Se a 
ne Sepeenes Curing “ase apt wonths | Pretty good, considering the house is| en Fuite.’ Corpus Christi proces- | _ rf y accom for a portion of | ‘Captains Courageous’ (MG) (3d 
; > goer a hothon, $4500. Last week. ‘Murder | iene ‘cut etientunoces: 92.000 nani | ae Bo we the OSS ee, when | week). Being held down by normal 
May Leaders in Red Barn’ (MG), split with | enough. Last week, ‘Elaine’ and ‘La| townere” Manosess qeny out-of-| spring drop, last week (2d) being 
Mleoh Boy’ (UA) with Dr. X gh. » Ele é “*/ towners. Managers declared that | $14,100, pretty good 
anne tai ; Elephant Boy with Dr, | Meprise de Mde Vidal,’ $4,500, fair.| most all the business looked like i aoe 2 eer 
May releases this year are headed | (wijliam Waddell), mentalist, slim y most all the business looked like it Capitol (4,620; 25-35-55-85-$1.25 
5) : eee > st, | came from holiday visitors rather |. *?)%, ‘4;°°0; oo- 30-96 -86-81.28 = 
5) by ‘Star Is Born’ (UA), Next in im $1,400 | saath ‘ei Pick a Star’ (MG). No dice at all 
400. | than natives Me , 
* portance are ‘Shall We Dance Stuart (LTC) (1.900: 10-25-40)— | | ; $10,000 looking tops, red. Last week 
io (RKO) which has been under the |: ti ‘RAIN DROWNS HOLIDAY While not smash, an $85,000 week | se ‘Gav a Gun’ (MG), 
is R a. ‘ ’ b ‘ Shall We Dance (RKO), Best in | », for ‘This Is My Affair’ at the Music wang 74 ape 1. oe. 
k, Astaire-Rogers’ average, but good;| town this week, likely to reach $4,000. | Hall, is very satisfyi d holds mater SIZECS, poor. 
0, ‘Prince and the Pauper’ (WB) and/ Making the third big winner in as | HYPOES DENVER B0 4 arly tM og ying ae > ‘ Central (1,000: 25-35-40-55-65-75- 
‘Cafe Metropole’ (20th). ‘Lost Ho-|many weeks. Last week, ‘Star Is | Ve had the fortune of Slavin "Grace 85-99)—'Girl From Scotland Yard’ 
= rizon’ (Col), which has received a| Born’ (UA), a definite click at $4,300. onmemninn | Moore's ‘King Steps Out, a. $100,000 (Par). Hasn't got what it takes and 
ge number of dates during the month,| Varsity (Westland) (1,100; 10-15- | business-getter. That $15,000 alone| Probably not as much as $6,500, 
n't has disappointed. ‘I Met Him in|25)—‘Venus Makes Trouble’ (Col) Denver, June 1. | made up most of the difference be-| Weak. In ahead, ‘Chan at Olympics’ 
ler Paris’ (Par) is a release of the end| plus ‘Dodge City Trail’ (Col). Light | | Heavy rains over three-day holi-| tween what Memorial day brought| (20th) was a good business-gelter, 
9, of the month in a few key dates. It | $900. Last week, ‘Trouble in Morocco’ | day kept vacation bugs in town to} last year as compared with this in| around $9,000. 
ar’ ontn y ' (Col) plus ‘Backstage’ (GB), also | give most theatres capacity houses. | summing up all the theatres Criteri (1,662; 25 a5 )>—"*Mi 
will receive its test at the b.o. mostly | Ji, $900 | “This Is My Affair’ goes to the} ‘wings © Honolul epi teri Way f "" T anor time — 
— | : ’ | his Is M ‘ bene ings Over Honolulu,’ quartering or omorrow (Par) (4th 
Pt: — June. x | Broadway after big week at Denver;! at the Roxy; ‘What Price Vengeance,’ | week). Went under $9,000 last week 
“ ‘ Since the first of the year, business | ‘Cafe Metropole’ will move from) on a six-day booking at the Rialto| (3d) and this week looks only 
I's as maintained a pretty even keel ‘ >] | Aladdin to Broadway after fine week. | Monday (31), and ‘Turn Off the} around $6,000 for final six days, ‘Go- 
ay throughout the various territories, Estimates for This Week | Moon,’ on its second week at the| Getter’ (WB) opens Friday (4). 
k’ excepting for the Chicago, Minne- oUe | Aladdin (Fox) (1,500; 25-40)—j| Par, closing last night (Tues.), all) Globe (1,274; 55-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20) 
rn apolis and Iowa-Nebraska zones, | ‘Cafe Metropole’ (20th), following a| okay and in the profit colurmns.}—Lost Horizon’ (Col) (14th week). 
where increased dualing and elimi- | week at the Denver. Nice enough! Is being forced by its distributor, 
iain’ 4¢ hank siete aur be the here at $4,000. Last week, ‘Elephant | oe are _, | Columbia, into a run that is twice as 
nd reasons for poorer showings than Boy’ (UA), nice $4,000; went to the| TOwms best draw at $9,500 pace.| jong as it should have been; only 
a ; ’ es Last week, ‘Cafe Metropole’ (20th),|. ; act w 3 . 
In iin. deux deutenn aon * 4 Broadway for a second week. | oak fair $7,500 around $6,000 last week (13th), poor, 
. Servhere, Some sections sre: Broadway (Fox) (1,500: 25-40)— | a UU. ules Goes out next week, with Universal 
=“ , g . - ‘Elephant Boy’ (UA). Okay at| Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) | bringing in ‘The Road Back’ for a 


er land having shown very marked im- Washingtom, June 1, | $3,000, Last week, ‘Star Is Born’ | —‘Romeo and Juliet’ (MG) and ‘No-| two-a-day $2 top run June 14. 


n- provement, but generally throughout (UA), good $3,000, after ne | Last Baby’ (MG). Good $7,500.) palace (1,700; 25-45-55)—'Prince 


“y : i ek-end sent ‘em scur- 4 : fed tite Aegean 
the country, taking the small towns Py tg open apeces and Denver and Aladdin e week each. Last week, ‘Gave Him Gun’ (MG)| ang Pauper’ (WB) (2d run) and 





'5) with the large key situations, the re- ; hes ists Denham (Cockrill) (1,500; 25-35-/ and ‘Old Soak’ (MG), fair $6,500, ‘Big Business’ (20th) (ist rund i 
ill sponse at the b.o.’s has averaged —, nae Al oe a 40) — ‘Turn Off Moon’ (Par), Good Paramount (Fox) (2,000; 25-40)—| ‘Pauper’ substituting for ‘Wake Up i 
ng better than last year. that ¥50.000 government workers draw at $7,000. Last week, ‘Make | ‘Let's Get Married’ (Col) and ‘Trou-|and Live’ (20th) after four days. “J 
Ss. Vigorous sales drives by distribu-| didn’t draw checks until today (1) Way for Tomorrow’ (Par), fair| ble in Morocco’ (Col). Fairly good|This combination ought to bring “i 
m= tors during January, February and|and it forms reason why first four | $5,000. $3,000 in sight. Last week, “Thunder | good $9,500. Last week, ‘Cafe Met- ; 
est March, in additi i t _| days indicate pretty sad total take Denver (Fox) (2,500; 25-35-50)—| in City’ (Col) and ‘Motor Madness’|ropole’ (20) (2d run) and ‘Melody i. 
air — am SC eRe CX” | tor bur ‘My Affair’ (20th) and stage band.! (Col), only fair $2,500. for Two’ (WB) (Ist run), doubled 
ce’ ploitation pressure on their part, is 8 dcashinaasensanesetitinia got $8,500. e ' 
to largely credited for the showings Estimates for This Week : tf 
¥%, 
} 
f 


Paramount (4,664; 25-35-55-85-99) 

made. United Artists, Warner Bros Capi 4; 25-35-60)— ° ° ° ° ‘ — ) 
, s pitol (Loew) (3,424; —T aaah 5 : 
15. Paramount, 20th-Fox, Universal and | ‘Gave Him a Gun’ (MG) and vaude. Rey Hi Off Moon’ ‘f ar) and Ina 
. : ay Hutton band (2d week). Not 
rey? Republic all conducted sales drives, | Phil Regan, Jesse Crawfords and far behind the first week at a 
ar Popeye for the kiddies getting fair $26,000 take, initial seven days hav- 


ut $18,000. Last week, ‘Old Soak’ (MG) ’ ing been $31,000. Today (Wed) ‘f 
ad’ , . |and Paul Whiteman band, bogged B () . | St k 17G R d H | Met Him in Paris’ (Par) and the 
x), PROV. HAS B. 0. BLUES; down completely, winding up wita . *9 ay or- anwyc 9 9 e 0 Ozzie Nelson orchestra come in. 




















to ‘ poor $15,000. Ra . ‘ . ' 
+ ' ; dio City Music ~Hall (5,980: 40- Me 
Columbia (Loew) (1,583; 25-40)— “28.00. oo , Bow ie 
35- NIGHT FALL OK $10,000 ‘Star Is Born’ (UA) (2d run). Third | Tent tok Sens ae lie ware i 
nd pear te wor, Ree tending tor | San Francisco, June 1. | ‘Venus Makes Trouble’ (Col). Or- | well, $85,000 or better being in pros- ty 
eS- Providence, June 1. ress. La . eek, ‘Wake Up’ The elght-day Fiesta being held | pheum advertising new low summer | pect. Holds. Last week, Brall We 
ast Exhibs in these parts are praying good $5,500. Las her $5,000 P | here in connection with the comple- | prices, 30c. until 5 p. m., and 40c. | Dance’ (RKO) (2d week) was just 
1), for rain or cooler weather to offset (20th) (2d run), goo rg tion of the $35,000,000 Golden Gate | after 5, which is helping somewhat, | under $70,000, disappointing. 
holiday and vacation urge which has Earle (WB) (2,244: 25-35-40-66-76) | Bridge is just a big headache to the | all the other first runs being scaled Rialto (750: 25-40-55)— ‘Behind the 
00: hit localities. Loew’s, with ‘Night —Turn Off Moon’ (Par) and vaude. exhibs on Market Street. The San|15c. more than the Orpheum at] Headlines’ (RKO) Opened here 
A) Must Fall,” may lead the pack with California Collegians and all-laugh/| Francisco-Oakland Bay bridge fes- | nights. Okay at $7,500. Last week, Monday morning (31) and off well i 
of $10,000. — ane "om SS pon tivities oe November p+ all oge ‘League of Frightened Men’ (Col) | should warner possible $7,500. ‘What G 
b as laug ill, mite, but the current celebration is | and ‘Speed to Spare’ (Col), r ‘ / - gy a ms 4 
be ra. Estimates for This Week $14,000" Last week, ‘Go-Getter’ (WB) | ever o‘Migger pain in the neck be- | $5,000. 4 siti vy mage ming Samat tf 
ur- m ay’s (2,000; 25-35-50)—‘Draeger- | and Guy Lombardo scooped week's; cause it is being held away from; Paramount (F-WC) (2,740; 35-55) : 78.08 , * 
est man Courage’ (WB) and ‘Kings| gravy with swell $21,500. the main stem and is leaving Market |—‘Kid Galahad’ (WB) and ‘Charlie | _, Bivolé (2,092; 25-55-75-85-99 )—‘Hit vs 
candals unit on stage. Poor week| Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 25-35-60)—| street deserted. Chan’ (20th) (2d week). Seven | Parade’ (Rep). Indie musical off 
65) aeecred with $6,000. Last week.|‘Good as Married’ (U). Came in| The Warfield, with “This Is My | more days added to the run of this poorly, looking no more than $12,000 
G) appened Out West’ (20th) and| Wednesday (26) and will get dismal | Affair,’ will do top biz this week. combo after a first week at the Fox }0" the week, red, yet holds. Final 
; Owes’ Dixie Jubilee ams on stage,| $6,000 for seven days. Last week, | Estimates for This Week several blocks up the street. Fair |three days on second week of 
ait pulled so-so $7,000. ‘Shall We Dance’ (RKO) (3d week),| - po. cewe) (5,000: 35-55)—‘Met | $9,000 on the holdover. Last week, Dreaming Lips’ (UA) and Walt Dis- 
‘ Loew’s State (3200: 25-35-50)— finished with oke $7,000, but away | Stien ta Parie’ (Par) oad ‘Draeger- Gave Him Gun’ (MG) and ‘Melody | "°Y. Academy Award Revue (UA), 


‘Night Must Fall’ , |behind other Rogers-Astaire pics, | a ‘for Two’ (WB), failed to go off as | Under $5,000, bad. 
— Out West’ iMG) eased te Way | which got at least five weeks. | man Courage’ (WB), New Claudette expected, missing fire at $11,000, Roxy (5,836: 25-45-55-75)--‘Wings 


Set extra holiday for a good $10,000.) Met (WB) (1,853; 25-40 —"Pringe | Soe Seeetee Dee Sue one. St. Francis (F-WC) (1,470; 35-55) | Over Honolulu’ (U) and stage show. 





— Last week, ‘Wom *| and Pauper '(WB) (2d run). Shoot-| ,, _ Ping | Gave Him Gun’ (MG) and ‘Mel-|A weak entry but better than the 
d. (UA) and ‘Speed nwo (Can, | ing toward good $5,000. Last week, | which Leek heal kin Gelahat ody for Two’ (WB) (2d). Moved | pri. : two pictures which drew red; 
— fair $8,200. | ‘Doctor’s Diary’ (Par), oke $4,500. | (WB) d ‘Charlie Cl (20 , | here after a disappointing first week | will get around $30,000, fair profit. 
Vay M. s . 22. On. 98 An) | an arlie 1an 17,) at the Paramount. Will be lucky to |] Last week ‘As Geod As Married’ 
sek, ee (Fay) (2,200; 25-35-50 )— | | Palace (Loew) (2,363; eee | $19,000, excellent. get $4,000. Last week (3d), ‘Cafe |(U) failed to get more than $22,500 
3th Rut’, Roads’ (20th) and ‘Under Red | ‘This _Is My Affair’ (20th). Taylor | Geary (Lurie) (1,200; 50-75-$1- | Metropole’ (20th) and ‘Mountain Jus- | the wrong color of ink. oe 
ope (20th). Nose-dive at $5,000. | and Stanwyck nose-diving to disap- $1.50) —‘Captains Courageous’ (MG) tice’ (WB). wore out its welcome | : - . se wa 
ast week, ‘Cafe Metropole’ (20th) | pointing $12,000. Last week, ‘Romeo | (2d week) Simply ant Dates tataaen | eons 4 cilia Gah Ghee i Strand (2,767; 25-55-75) - Kid 
we? and ‘Night Key’ (U), fair $7,200 jand Juliet’ (MG), in first pop pric€| hare Can't stay very much longer United Artists (1,200; 35-55)—'Star |Galshed (WS). Doing ewell, 9i.- 
ive’ ; RKO Albee (2 300: 25-35-50 )— | Showing here, dropped sharply to at th z chy 2 for goon Be | tn are he ge gel cty “ ‘ ar | 000 or better and holds. Last week. 
a Wings Over Honolulu’ (U) and “Oh| Weak $14,000. | was poor at $5,000 a ee ~ | won't be able to fay very much | third for ‘Prince and Pauper’ (WB), 
Bos Doctor’ ‘U). May garner $6,000.| Rialto (Indie) (1,100; 25-30-40-55) | Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850: 35-55) | longer inasmuch as current take is | $17,000, okay. 
0 wr Last week, ‘Good As Married’ | —‘Call of Wild’ (UA) and ‘Abraham | There Goes My Girl’ (RKO) with | pretty close to house nut. Will chalk | State (3.450; 35-55-75)— ‘Star ts 
: U) and ‘You Can’t Buy Luck’ | Lincoln’ (UA) (revivals), may get} Bell's ‘Hawaiian Follies’ on the |up about $5,000 this week. Last | Born’ (UA) (2d run) and aude 
ood ( «N very poor $2,100. i fair $2,200. Last week, ‘Barbary | stage Brought in this stage revue | week. fourth hit $6 000 good | headed by Louis Sobo! In nite ri 
Pair ap trand (Indie) (2,200; 25-35-50)—| Coast’ (UA) and ‘Ghost Goes West’ | with ‘a company of 14 from Chicago Warfield (F-WC) (2.680; 35-55)— | fact ‘Star’ did thres weeks at Music 
one Lap Man of Own’ (Par) (reissue) and | (UA), oke $2,500. las a special Fiesta week show to ‘This Is My Affair’ (20th), and ‘Hotel | Hall and is day-and-dating ith 
uD; wag of Frightened Men’ (Col).| Belasco (Cummings) (1,100; 25-35-| lure the sailors. Will do better than | Haywire’ (Par). Started off with a | State in various Loew neighborhood 
a ond oer well with reissue | 50)—‘Carnival In Flanders’ (Tobias). | most of the others at $17,000. Last) bang and following right through; | houses, the business here terrific 


= I pecting a fair week at $6,600.| Return engagement should see oke| week (2d), ‘Shall We Dance’ (RKO) | Taylor-Stanwyck plenty hot at $17.- looking an easy $55,000. La veek 
sw A seers week, “Turn Off Moon’ (Par) | $2,500. Last week, four days of ‘Le | and vaude, $13,500, fair. 000 pace. Last week. ‘Turn Off | ‘Swing High’ (Par) (2d run) 1 
— $6.51 Michael O'Halloran’ (Rep), oke; Bonheur’ and ‘Lac Aux Dames’| Orpheum (F&M) (2,440; 30-35-40) Moon’ (Par) and “Two Wise Maids’ | vaude, topped by Anna Mae Wong 
$3. 200, (Franco-American), good $2,100. | —Wings Over Honolulu’ (U) and’ (Rep) less than $9,000, poor. land team of Smith and Dale, $19,300 
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Deer-Hunting in Minne. Theatres; 





But ‘Paris’ Fair SAG: ‘Moon’ $5,500 


Minneapolis, June 1. 

After along stretch of slim takings, 
grosses seemingly are headed for an 
irreducible minimum currently. The 
first hot weather of the summer, 
causing a considerable exodus to 
lake fishing resorts and otherwise 
depopulating the loop, has the the- 
atre pretty empty. The total box- 
office haul for all the downtown the- 
atres will be less than the Minnesota 
alone occasionally garners in more 
normal times. 

The single bright spot is ‘A Star 
Is Born.’ This picture did a bang-up 
business last week at the Minnesota 
and has been moved over to the 
Century for a second loop week. It 
still is clicking well enough to keep 
the theatre out of the red. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Publix-Singer) (900; 15-25) 
—‘Love Is News’ (20th) (3d run) 
and ‘One Way Passage’ (WB) (re- 


issue), split with dual first runs, 
‘Crime Nobody Saw’ (Par) and 
‘Hills of Old Wyoming’ (Par). Mild 


$1,000 in prospect. Last week, ‘Nancy 
Steele’ (20th) (2d run), split with 
*‘Bullddg Drummond’ (Par) and ‘Pen- 
rod and Sam’ (Par), $800, poor. 
Century (Publix-Singer) (1,600; 
25-35-55)—Star Is Born’ (20th) (2d 
week). Doing right well, compara- 
tively, after big week at Minnesota. 


Good $6,500 in prospect. Last week, 
‘Romeo and Juliet’ (MG), $5,000, 
fair. 

Minnesota (Publix-Singer) (4,200; 
25-35-55) —I Met Him In Paris’ 


(Par). Well-liked picture, but is han- 
dicapped by numerous adverse con- 
ditions. Moderate $8,500 indicated. 
Last week, ‘Star Is Born’ (20th), 
$12,000, fine. 

Orpheum (Publix-Singer) (2,890; 
25-35-40) —"Turn Off Moon’ (Par). 
Will have to finish very strong to 
reach fair $5,500. Last week, ‘Old 
Soak’ (MG), $6,000, fair. 

State (Publix-Singer) (2,300; 25- 
40))—‘Murder to College’ (Par) and 
“Poker Flat’ (RKO), dual. Suffering 
with the rest. Headed for poor 
$2,200. Last week, “That Man’s Here’ 
(FN) and ‘Midnight Taxi’ (20th), 
dual, $2,500, light. 

Time (Berger) (290; 15-25)—Dark 
Angel’ (UA) (reissue). House hav- 
ing difficulty in obtaining product 
and is using reissues now for the 
‘most part. Will do well to hit very 
poor $500. Last week, ‘Mighty Bar- 
num’ (20th) and ‘Sky Devils’ (re- 
issues), split, poor $4,800 for nine 
days. 

Uptown (Publix) (1,200; 25-35)— 
“King and Chorus Girl’ (WB). First 
nabe showing, looks like mild $3,000. 
Last week, ‘Waikiki Wedding’ (Par), 
$4,000, good. 

World (Steffes) (250; 25-35-40-55) 
—‘Love from Stranger’ (UA) (2d 
wk). Out after two days on second 
week, only $300, poor. ‘Men Are 
Not Gods’ (UA) opened today 
(Tues), Last week, $1,500, mild, 


NOTHIN’ HELPS INDPLS; 
_ “GALAHAD’ FAIR 4G 


Indianapolis, June 1, 

Woeful openings were the rule at 
all downtown houses here and biz 
was deadly dull over the weekend 
wiith the exception of the final night 
shows on Sunday evening, when 
some of the arriving spectators for 
the 500-mile race helped a little. 

Speedway visitors failed to mean 
much for the theatres this year in 
contrast to previous years. Hot 
weather drove everybody to out- 
door spots, air circus, etc. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (Fourth Ave.) (1,100: 25- 
40—‘Kid Galahad’ (WB). Bette 
Davis given the attention in ads, 
but take is only moderate at $4,000. 
Last week, ‘Angel’s Holiday’ (20th), 
was weak $3.000. 

Circle (Monarch) (2,800; 25-40)— 
‘Met Him in Paris’ (Par). Colbert 
seems to have nice strength here and 
gross will be town’s best this week 











at $7,500, good. Last week, ‘Make 
Way for Tomorrow’ (Par) and 
‘Silent Barriers’ (GB), was one of 


year’s poorest at $2,800. 

Indiana (Devine) (3.100: 25-40)— 
‘Love From Stranger’ (GB) and 
vaude. Ingenues’ girl band on stage 
featured over rest of bill, but fourth 
and final week of vaudeville policy 
at this de luxer is lightweight at 
$6,500. Last week. ‘Soldier and 
Lady’ (RKO) and Fletcher Hender- 
son orch on stage, was also on 
wrong side of ledger at $7,500. 


Loew’s (Loew's) (2.600: 25-40)— 
‘Gave Him a Gun’ (MG) on twin 
bill with ‘Way Out West’ (MG). 


Former given heavy national ad as- 
sistance locally. but results are only 
firly good at $5.500. Last week, 
‘Woman Chases Man’ (UA) and ‘I 
Promise to Pay’ (Col). mild $5.000. 


Lyric (Olson) (2.000; 95-3N-40)— 
‘Chan at Olympics’ (20th) and 
vaude. Nothing on stave to sell and 


Chan isn’t a draw with gross de- 
pendin” on heuse’s usuol eoncistencyv 
to break even at $7.000. Lost week. 
*Ac Good As Married’ (U). with 


Night’ (UA), registered fair $5,200. 


‘Star,’ $7,500, ‘Enemy’ 
$6,500, Strong in Port. 


Portland, Ore., June 1. 
Two strong pix cashed in over the 
Decoration Day week-end. They are | 
‘Star is Born’ at Parker’s UA, and 
‘Beloved Enemy’ at the Broadway. 
Stage unit called ‘How a Wife 
Should Undress,’ with two femmes | 
and one man. is a b.o. hypo at the 
usually dull Mayfair. Unit runs 45 
minutes and is doubling normal b.o. 
biz at that house. 

Estimates for This Week 
Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 30-40) 
—‘Beloved Enemy’ (UA) and ‘Pick 
a Star’ (MG). Doing good $6,500 and 
may hold. Last week, ‘Gave Him 
Gun’ (MG) and ‘That Man’s Here 
Again’ (FN), did a little better than 
average $5,300. 





Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1,- 
400: 30-40)—‘Romance to Riches’ 
(GN) and ‘Jim Handy, Detective’ 


(Rep), plus stage unit ‘How to Un- 


dress. Latter drawing great biz, 
$5,000. Last week, ‘Behind the 
Headlines’ (RKO) and ‘Head Over 


Heels in Love’ (GB), poor $1,800. 
Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(2,000; 30-40)—‘Woman I _ Love’ 
(RKO) and ‘Call It a Day’ (WB). 
N. g. and pulled after delivering 
$2,500 in four days. Last week, 
‘Shall We Dance?’ (RKO) and ‘Mid- 
nite Taxi’ (20th), in five days of 
second week, o.k. $3,800. 
Paramount (Hamritk-Evergreen) 
(3,000; 30-40) ‘Wake Up’ (20th) and 
‘Promise to Pay’ (Col) (2d wk). 
Bogged down and out after four 
days at $3,000. First week wowed 
’em in this big house to the tune 
of great $8,600. ; 
United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 
30-40) ‘Star Is Born’ (UA). Answer- 
ing to exploitation for good $7,500. 
May hold, Last week ‘History. at 





Resorts Dent Seattle Pix; 
‘Go Getter’ Slow at $3,200 


Seattle, June 1. 

Double holiday this weekend, com- 
bined with summery weather, took 
the play to the resorts, with conse- 
quent dullness at showshops. 
Hamrick-Evergreen has two hold- 
overs this week, with Liberty hold- 
ing ‘Star,’ which is plenty socko. 
Next week H-E goes new pix at 
every spot, which is a record, and 
opens Music Hall, too, for ‘Clois- 
tered’ (Ind), set for run with co- 
operation of Catholic groups. 

Estimates for This Week 
Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(900; 32-37-42) —‘Cafe Metropole’ 
(20th) and ‘Midnight Taxi’ (20th), 
(3d week). Indicate fair $2,500 cur- 
(Continued on page 25) 











| Last 


B’KLYN GOES OUTDOORS 


Beaches Get Play, But Pix Holding 
Up Nicely 








Brooklyn, June 1. 

Decoration Day weekend resulted 
in exodus from City of Churches, 
Long Island parks and beaches get- 
ting great play. Coney opened of- 
ficially for season with Steeplechase 
and Luna redecorated, repainted, but 
essentially same old routines. Board- 
walk is still the greatest attraction. 

Picture houses in downtown area, 


Circus, Expo K.0. Cleve. B.0.'s; Paris 
Nice 196; Unit Prods ‘Go-Getter, 226 





vv 


$1.10-$1.65)—‘Captains Courageous’ 
(MG) (3d week). Salt water tear 
jerker is not getting matinee trade, 
but holding good even keel at night. 
Second roadshow week okay $9,000, 





neveretheless, are holding up well 


despite hot weather. 


Estimates for This Week 
Albee (2,500; 25-35-55) — 


‘Shall | for 
We Dance’ (RKO) and ‘Let Them| $6500 pace. 


but not sensational. 

Fenway (M&P) (1,400; 25-35-40- 
50)—‘Jeeves’ (20th) and ‘Make Way 
Tomorrow’ (Par), dual, okay 
Last week, ‘Midnight 


Live’ (U). Arrived yesterday (Mon-| Taxi’ (20th) (Ist run) and ‘Prince 
day) and anticipate healthy $18,000.| and Pauper’ (20th) (2nd run), dual, 


week, 
(20th) and ‘You 
(RKO), $15,500, nice. , 
Fox (4,000; 25-35-55) — ‘Mountain 
Justice’ (WB) and ‘23142 Hours Leave’ 
(GN). Will get only mild $14,000. 
Last week, ‘Melody for Two’ (WB) 
and ‘Angel’s Holiday’ (20th), $13,000, 


poor. 

Met (2,400; 25-35-55) — ‘Star Is 
Born’ (UA) and ‘Way Out West’! 
(MG) (2nd wk). Will get quiet 


$14,000. Last week, $15,000, good. 
‘They Gave Him a Gun’ due Thurs- 
day (3). 

(4,000; 


Paramount 25-35-55) — 


‘Wake Up and Live’! pleasing $6,500. 
Can’t Buy Luck} 


Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,900; 
25-40-55)—‘This Is My Affair’ (20th) 
and ‘Oh. Doctor’ (20th), dual. Very 
good, dragging both mat and eve 
trade, $20,000. Last week, ‘Cafe 
Metropole’ (20th) and ‘Let Them 
Live’ (U), double, good $16,500. 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4,300; 35-55- 
75)—I Met Him in Paris’ (Par) and 
stage show. No great shakes, but in- 
dicated $25,000 is satisfactory. Last 
week, Benny Goodman on stage and 
‘Go Getter’ (WB) on screen, mopped 
up handsome $39,400. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 25-35-40- 


‘Prince and Pauper’ (WB) and ‘Case } 50)—‘Woman Chases Man’ (UA) and 


of Stuttering Bishop’ (WB) 
wk). Appears okay at $14,000. Last 
week, $19,000. 

Strand (2,000; 25-35-55) — ‘Talk 
of the Devil’ (GB) and ‘Cherokee 
Strip’ (WB). Looks like good $7.000. 
Last week, ‘Draegerman Courage’ 
(WB) and ‘Tough to Handle’ (Syn), 
$6,000, fair. 


OK B.0. IN HUB; 
‘AFFAIR’ NICE 
$20,000 


Boston, June 1. 


No record breakers, but a gener- 
ally adequate film lineup for the 
holiday weekend will mean satisfac- 
tory count-ups. 

‘Cafe Metropole’“moves over to the 
Boston, with new co-feature, ‘Can’t 
Buy Luck,’ after okay initial frame 
on dual bill at Memorial. ‘Captains 
Courageous’ is holding own in 
second week of good, but not socko, 
roadshow. ‘Woman Chases Man’ is 
fair on double bill at Orph and State. 


Estimates for This Week 


Boston (RKO) (3,000; 25-40-55)— 
‘Cafe Metropole’ (20th) (2d wk. 
moved over from the Memorial) and 
‘You Can’t Buy Luck’ (RKO), dual. 
‘Metropole’ nearly milked at Me- 
morial, but with new co-feature 
figured to hit around $8,500, okay. 
Last week, fair $7,800 for ‘Shall We 
Dance’ (RKO) (3rd week) and 
‘China Passage’ (RKO), double. 

Colonial (Loew) (1,643; 55-85- 











Only ‘Cafe, $7,000 Okay As Holiday 
~ Licks Pitt Pix; Colbert Fair $12,500 "wom st atlnet 





Pittsburgh. June 1. 

Holiday weekend, perfect weather 
and the great outdoors are combin- 
ing to give the film biz a kicking 
around this week. Always a bad 
break for pix when a holiday falls 
on Monday, for they started pulling 
out of town in droves as early as 
Friday and knocked trade down to 
nothing. 

Only sizable dent is being made 
by ‘Cafe Metropole’ at Fulton, House 
got a break, however, since its open- 
ing day is Wednesday, two days 
ahead of other first-runners, Flicker 
holds for second week. ‘I Met Him 
in Paris’ drew money-in-the-till 
notices and managing to make fairly 
satisfactory showing at Penn, al- 
though depressed by the holiday sag. 
while combo of ‘Good Old Soak’ and 
St. Moritz Ice Ballet at Stanley isn’t 
going anywhere and will probably 
wind up giving site poorest week in 
couple months. 

Estimates for This Week 

Alvin (Harris) (2,000; 25-35-40)— 
‘Chan at Olympics’ 
Roads’ (20th) A Channer usually 


not very much this time. 


close to $6,000, giving this 


ever stuck for three full weeks. 


—‘Cafe Metropole’ (20th). 
like another ru» winner for lucky 
Fulton, House opens 





Mille Bros headlining vaude, okay 
$8,800. 


(20th) and ‘50 


means something around here, but 
Looks like 
barely $5,000, n.s.h. here. Last week, 
third of ‘Wake Up and Live’ (20th), 
one 
around $22,000 on the run. First time 
in this site’s history that a flicker 


Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1.750; 25-40) 
Looks 


Wednesday 
and beat the others to punch on the 
weak weekend, piling up enough of 
« lead to account for at least $7,000. 


Phil Regan’s simultaneous p.a. at 


and finished at $4,100, poor. 
Penn (Loew’s-UA) 


comedy got corking notices 
be good for big winner. 
holiday hitting it hard 


better. Last week 


getting $15,000 to top 





(RKO) wy an even grand. 
| Stanley (WB) 
| ‘Good Old Soak’ 
Moritz Ice Ballet. 

pretty 
for ice shows 
extend to theatres as well. 


(MG) and St 


sion house has had 
months. Last week. ‘Internes’ (Par 
and Shep Fields’ 
socko $25.000. best here this season 


chief credit for big take. 

Warner (WB) (2.000: 
‘Melody for Two’ (WB) 
Who Found Himself’ (RKO). 
there were customers to be had 
pretty sluggish for this site. 
week. ‘Way Out West’ 





a lot better at $4,209. 


(2nd | 


(3,300; 25-35- |° : 
50)—'Met Him in Paris’ (Par). Slick || Woman Chases Man’ (UA) and ‘Song 
and | $5 600 
under ordinary circumstances would | °°," ": 
ptowever, |15-25-40)—Kid Galahad’ (WB). Only 
— etn will’ have to be content 
wit ir $12,500, ifle 

air $12,500. or ees ae $4,500, and mebbe more. 
(WB), a pleasant surprise all around. 
previous | p.-4 es 
week’s take with ‘Shall We Dance?’ Raiders 


(3,600: 25-40-60 )— 


Marquee strength 
lim and looks like craze here 
in an arena doesn't | 
Will be 
lucky to cross $15,000. poorest ses- 
in couple of 


band turned in 
and with rippling rhythmic getting 


25-40) — 
and ‘Man 
Noth- 
ing here to attract anybody. even if 


Will probablv stagger along to $4.000. where near weekend pace 
Last att 
(MG) and} factory. 
‘Murde. Goes tc College’ (Par) not 


‘I Promise to Pay’ (Col), dual. Slow 
start, but gaining momentum; prom- 
ising fair $15,000. Last week, second 
for ‘Star is Born’ (UA) and ‘Family 
Affair’ (MG), dual, nice $12,000. 

Paramount (M&P) (1,800; 25-35- 
55)—‘Make . Way for Tomorrow’ 
(Par) and ‘Jeeves’ (20th) dual. Get- 
ting two extremes of word-of-mouth 
and only moderate gate, $8,000. Last 
week, ‘Midnight Taxi’ (20th) (ist 
run) and ‘Prince and Pauper’ (WB) 
(2nd run), double, breezed in with 
okay $9,000. 

Scolley (M&P) (2,700; 25-35-40-50) 
—‘Prince and Pauper’ (WB) (3rd 
run) and ‘Night of Mystery’ (Par), 
dual. Very good $8,000 indicated. 
Last wéek, ‘Mountain Justice’ (WB) 
and ‘King of Gamblers’ (Par) (both 
2nd run), dual, $5,500, poor. 

State (Loew) (3,300; 25-35-40-50)— 
‘Woman Chases Man’ (UA) and ‘I 
Promise to pay’ (Col) dual. Not 
torrid, but with holiday boost will 
take around $12,000. Last week, 
okay $10,000 for second week of ‘Star 
is Born’ (UA) and ‘Family Affair’ 
(MG ), double. 


L’ville Night B.B. Nicks 
Pix; ‘Galahad,’ $4,500 


Louisville, June 1. 


Nice crop of pix in town current- 
| ly, but the heat and outdoor spots 
| are tough to overcome. Night games 
at Parkway Field are offering plenty 
of competish, and attendance at the 
nocturnal American Association 
games has increased plenty over last 
year. Open-air dance spots also 
snaring biz and will cut down grosses 
to some extent, 


Estimates for This Week 


Brown (Fourth Ave.-Loew’s) — 
‘Star Is Born’ (UA) and ‘Family Af- 
fair’ (MG), dual. Held for an addi- 
tional seven-day stanza, making total 
of three downtown weeks. Likely to 
take $2,100 or more, okay. Last 
week, same bill, $2,600, average. 

Kentucky (Switow) (900; 15-25)— 
‘Love Is News’ (20th) and ‘Great 














Last week, ‘Green Light’ (WB) and 
‘Criminal Lawyer’ (RKQ), dual, 
split with ‘You’re in Love’ (Col) and 


Holds over and management expects ‘Scotland Yard’ (Par), dual, average 
attraction to swing right back and | $2,200. 

almost match getaway stanza’s fig-| 
ures. Last week, “Hit Parade’ (Rep). | ‘Night Must Fall’ (MG) and ‘Way 
got off to nice start on strength of |Out West’ (MG), dual. 


Loew's State (3,000; 15-25-40)— 


: Former pic 
|getting nice play, and benefit of 


Stanley, but bogged down on stretch; story running as serial for several 


weeks in Courier-Journal and Times. 
Set to take good $6,400. Last week, 
|of City’ (MG), 


dual, satisfactory 


Mary Anderson (Lisbon) (1,000: 
solo pic in town received nice send- 
off from critics. Sure to snare good 
Last week, 
‘Go Getter’ (WB), puny $3,300. 
Ohio (Settos) (900; 15)—‘Arizona 
(Par) and ‘Horsefeathers’ 
(MG), dual, split with ‘Milky Way’ 


(Par) and ‘Special Investigator’ 
‘(RKO), dual. Picking up steady 
- trade at $1,600, oke. Last week, 


‘Married Her Boss’ (Col) and ‘Three 
on Trail’ (Par), dual, split with ‘Wit- 
ness Chair’ (RKO) and ‘Everybody’s 
Old Man’ (20th), dual, fair $1,300. 

Rialto (Fourth Ave) (3,000: 15-25- 

40)—'This Is My Affair’ (20th) and 
)|March of Time. Pic getting some 
good word-of-mouth publicity and 
,;looks like sure bet to take nice 
$5.400. Last week, ‘Turn Off Moon’ 
| (Par) and ‘Night of Mystery’ (Par), 
dual, best in town at $6,500. 

Strand (Fourth Ave) (1.500: 15-25- 
40—‘Angel's Holiday’ (20th) and 
Chan at Olympics’ (20th), dual. Fair 

.|to middling if biz holds up any- 
! Should 
wind up at $3,300 or better, satis- 
A toy on peg Ray as Mar- 
‘j and ‘Let em Live’ ¢ 
|dual, $3,700, nice. a 


! 


Cleveland, June 1, 

Pix houses were ganged up by a 
series of tough breaks that made last 
Friday (28) the poorest opening day 
of the season. Baseball double- 
header on that day was one com- 
petitor. Cole Bros. Circus date that 
night also hurt, although circus at- 
tendance was far below par. 


Toughest competish came from 
opening Saturday of Great Lakes 
Exposition’s second season, which 
swiped everybody’s attention and 
all the downtown trade. Nobody 
had time or inclination to see a 


flicker when biggest show of year 
was having debut on lake front. 

‘Go Getter,’ aided by smart vaude 
bill, is managing to paddle along at 
Palace, while most of others are just 
keeping noses above water. State's 
‘I Met Him in Paris’ also making a 
good showing. 

Estimates for This Week 

Alhambra (Martin Printz) (1,200; 
20-30-35 )—‘Motor Madness’ (Col) and 
‘When Love Is Young’ (Col) (2d 
run), dual. Fair $2,800. Last week, 
‘Racketeers in Exile’ (Col) plus ‘Hit 
Parade’ (Rep), $3,000, better. 

Allen (RKO) (3,000; 25-40)—‘Shall 
We Dance’ (RKO). A moveover from 
Hipp, sweet at $8,500. Last week, 
‘Prince and Pauper’ (WB) registered 
encouraging $6,000. 

Circle (Marmorstein) (1,900; 15- 
35)—‘Sing While You're Able’ and 
‘Men Not Gods’ (GB). Not much 
more than $3,000, fair. Last week, 
‘Lloyds’ (20th) and ‘One in Million’ 
(20th), two oldies, but $3,500 okay. 

Hipp (Warner) (3,700; 30-40)—‘Kid 
Galahad’ (WB). Smart adult build- 
up, going to $17,500 and mebbe 
stronger. Last week, ‘Shall We 
Dance’ (RKO),. $16,000, light. 

Palace (RKO) (3,200; 30-75)—‘Go 
Getter’ (WB), with Ethel Shutta in 
‘Show of Shows’ unit. . Latter help- 
ful, earning nice notices plus good 
$21,500. Last week ‘Melody for Two’ 
and Cab Calloway’s orch, $20,000. 

State (Loew’s) (3.450: 30-65)— 
‘Met Him in Paris’ (Par). Frothy 
stuff, yet satisfactory for a hot week, 
$19,000. Last week, ‘Night Must 
Fall’ (MG) was lauded by cricks and 
pulled in femmes, but only fair 
$17,500 

Stillman (Loew’s) (1,972: 25-35)— 
‘Good Old Soak’ (MG). Too hokey 
except for Wally Beery’s fans, $8,000. 
Last week, ‘Star Is Born’ (20th), 
transferred for a third week, got a 
whopping $6,500. 


Balto in Dumps: 
Hopkins N.G. 66; 
Moon’ Red 56 


Baltimore, June 1. 
Biz is in the doldrums down here, 
with weekend holiday no help at all. 
Hippodrome, town’s only combo, is 
leading the way with ‘There Goes 
My Girl’ (RKO), aided by a strong 








vaude bill, gathering in $11,500. 
‘Woman Chases Man’ (UA), at 
Loew’s Century, wallowing in the 


red at n.g. $6,000. Second week of 
‘This Is My Affair’ (20th) holding 
fair pace at near to $5,100, which is 
good takings for this house. 
Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 15-25- 
35-40-55) — ‘Woman Chases Man’ 
(UA). Looks like red $6,000. Last 
week, second session of ‘Star Is Born’ 
(UA), held up to fair $8,700. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,300; 
15-25-35-40-55-66)—'’There Goes My 
Girl’ (RKO). Getting plenty of help 
from strong vaude bill, but only fair 
$11,500 in sight. Last week, ‘Behind 
Headlines’ (RKO) plus Major Bowes 
International unit, so-so $11,000. 

Keith’s (Schanberger ) (2,500; 15-25- 
30-35-40-55)—‘Wings Over Honolulu’ 
(U). Just going along at $4.500. Last 
week, six days of ‘As Good As 
Married’ (U), poor $3,000. 

New (Mechanic) (1,400; 15-25-30- 
40-55)—This Is My Affair’ (20th) 
(2nd wk). Holding fair pace at 
$5,100, which is slight profit here. 
Last week, okay $7,000. 

Stanley (WB) (3.400; 15-25-35-40- 
55)-—‘Turn off Moon’ (Par). Nothing 
more than poor $4,700. Last week, 
second of ‘Prince and Pauper’ (WB). 
fell off towards end of run to falr 
$5,900. 





BURKS’ REP CHORE 


Hollywood, June 1. 
Republic has assigned Arthur J. 
Burks to write a treatment of ‘Cv'- 
pus Delicti.’ 





Phil Rosen will produce. 
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a Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Recently. signatured pact with the Screen Actors Guild is not expected 
to be costly to the film industry, However, it is regarded in picture circles 
of the east as being highly constructive in more ways than one, 

Aside from the relief that it gives the small salary, or occasionally 
employed screen actor, industry spokesmen envisien it as being helpful 
for both the employer and worker in erasing past evils. For one thing 
the new contract is counted on to produce better co-operation and estab- 
lish a feeling of responsibility. 

‘Many officials in N. Y. feel that it makes disciplining of members 
possible. They also think that it will serve as a safeguard against alleged 
questionable or unfair tactics of agents on the Coast, if only to the extent 
of giving the player a squarer deal. 





. 





With a total of 46 exploitation representatives on the road, United 
Artists is setting a record pace for exploitational activity. This force be- 
hind its pictures in key and semi-key engagements is being applied as a 
general policy by UA, even though the company does not control any 
theatres of its own, as other majors do. 

of the 46 exploiteers on the VA payroll now, 10 are women who were 
put on specially to handle dates on ‘Wontan Chases Man.’ They may be 
retained for other pictures, depending on the results obtained. 


An even dozen men are on the road on special exploitation and publicity | 


contacts, including planting of newspaper serializations, promotion of radio 
clubs, broadcasts, etc, 





In outlining regulations for the payment of the latest quarterly divvy 
on the first preferred stock, Radio Corp. of America directors took into 
consideration the holders of old Preferred B stock. who still have. not 
taken advantage of the conversion privilege provided in the re-cap plan. 
This dividend will go to the old preference issue holders who convert 
into the new first preferred prior to July 1. Latest reports are that only 
about 1,000 shares remain of this ‘B’ stock still to be converted, but each 
quarter directors make provision so that these holders may get in on the 
dividend distribution if they wish to convert to the new issue. 





Genesis of the Schulte bill, before Congress, to set up Federal office of 
motion pictures, is reputedly the desire of a former government film tech- 
nician to land a steady job. Backed by the promoter of an indie record- 
ing company, one of the ex-consultants at the National Archives is said 
to have given the Indiana congressman the idea of fathering a measure 
which would create a laboratory to take over celluloid activities of all 
departments and bureaus. Measure stipulates that a practical motion 
picture engineer is to head the potential agency. 





Actual release date on the Technicolor Coronation short, made by Fox 
Movietone for 20th-Fox release, will not be decided until after a confab 
of company officials on the Coast. Convention delegates probably will 
be the: first in. on actual date following the conference between Darryl 
Zanuck, Truman Talley and John D. Clark, Production, which was made 
with special teck camera, aims to give a historic presentation of the back- 
ground of the Coronation, including shots of noted monuments, paintings, 
castles, palaces, close-ups of the Stone of Scone, the imperial regalia, 
crowns and sceptres. Climax is the actual ceremony. 





Mrs. John Franklin Noble, chairman of the Reviewing Committee of 
the Better Films Council of Greater St. Louis, in a report read at an 
annual meeting held last week, said that of a total of 1,293 pix reviewed 
at eight first-run houses, two of which have since shuttered, during the 
1936-’37 season, only one was found objectionable. Reviewing committee 
investigated complaints on five pix, three stage shows and one piece of 
advertising matter and only in one instance did a theatre operator decline 
to accede to the council’s request for change of programs. 





Freddie Schader, formerly w.k. on Broadway and in press agent circles, 
returned to Detroit recently after a year’s visit to New York. News- 
papermen there tossed him a ‘welcome home’ blow-out, among those 
present including Governor Murphy, secretaries of the mayor and police 
department and editors of the three dailies. 

It was an unusual honor for a p.a., who was presented with a costly 
watch during the dinner. Schader is currently handling ‘Lost Horizon’ at 
the Cass. He was formerly with Variety’s New York staff. 





Press agent, once an ace of European correspondents, was out on loca- 
tion and sent back a story for planting about a male star losing his wig 
when a horse took a bite at it. 

Star burned so much the p.a. had to be let out. Two things the star is 
touchy about are his hair and his teeth, insisting both are his own. 





Under new re-alignment at the Universal home office, George Cochrane, 
formerly occupied largely as a test director, takes on added duties in the 
recently combined story-talent division in the east. He will collaborate 
with Charles Beahan in all forms of activity for this department. 


WB Sectional Meet "CONTRACTS 
In Pittsburgh with worpediaper Tatoo 
H.0. Execs Sitting In 


Warners picked up option of Fritz 
Falkenstein and N. Brewster Morse, 
writing team, for six months. 
20th-Fox lifted Don Ettlinger’s 
writing option. 
Home office distribution and ad-| Kay Van Riper ticketed as a Metro 
vertising executives will attend the 
theatre meeting today (Wed.) in 
Pittsburgh, first of its kind to be 
‘called by Harry Kalmine, zone man- 
ager for Warner Bros., for discussion 


writer. 
Philip Dunne remains at 20th-Fox 
of merchandising plans on 1937-38 
product. 


on a writing termer. 
Those sitting in from the Warner 











Metro tagged Jessie Ralph to a 
termer. 

Radio lifted the options on Herbert 
Marshall and Thelma Leeds, players, 
and Gertrude Purcell, writer. 

Mary Frances Gifford signatured 
an acting termer at Radio. 


Columbia lifted Allen Brook’s 
h.o. include Roy Haines, eastern-| player option. 
Canadian sales manager; Charlie Ein- Mervyn LeRoy ticketed Irving 


Brecher to a writing termer at War- 
ners with okay on Brecher keeping 
up his radio work. 

Warners optioned Gene Lewis, 
dialog director, for the fifth time. 

Paramount handed a six months’ 
acting ticket to Sandra Storm, Brit- 
ish dancer. 

Willis Cooper’s writing option has 
been picked up by 20th-Fox. 

20th-Fox has handed new scrib- 
bling pacts to Martin Mooney and 
Philip Dunne. 

Radio derricked options on Alec 
Craig and Marie Marks, players. 

J. Robert Bren’s writing option 


feld, director of advertising and 
are Goldberg, advertising execu- 
ive, 

In addition to theatre representa- 
tives in Kalmine’s zone, extending 
from Erie, Pa., to Carleston, W. Va.., 
and from Youngstown, O., to Johns- 
town, Pa., the WB central district 
manager, Robert Smeltzer, and WB's 
Pittsburgh exchange head, Harry 
Seed, will also attend. 





Radio Scribes Assigned 





Pickets 


(Continued from page 7) 
Fleischer studios began 








molesting 


theatres playing Fleischer cartoons. | 


In addition to prospects of further 


doubt as to what will happen this 
fall when the stage hands fight for 
new contracts, the organizing drive 
of the International Alliance of The- 


counter drives by C. I. O. affiliates 
or independent unions, such as the 


atrical Stage Employees and possible | 


picketing by these four unions, and | 


| 
| 
| 
' 


United Theatrical and Motion Picture | 


more outfits stabbing at theatres 
simultaneously, 

At least three unions will figure 
in the I. A. drive to cover personne! 
|in theatres which are not 
ganized. In addition to a new union | 
| to be organized to cover ushers, 
| doormen, etc., the Building Service 
Workers, Local 32J, will be in the 
fight for porters, cleaners, janitors, 
etc., while the Managers and Press | 
Agents will be around also. Addi- 
tionally, the I. A. is sponsoring a | 
drive against film exchanges and if 
recognition is not obtained, might 
extend its sandwich men to theatres 
which the exchanges serve. 





now or- 


Milwaukee Nightmare 
Milwaukee, June 1. 

Labor mix-up here has the exhibi- 
tors in a dither, with the theatres 
finding themselves in hot water no | 
matter which way they turn. Being 
given a flock of headaches as they 
serve as the battleground for the | 
Committee for~Industrial Organiza- 
tion vs. American Federation of 
Labor tussle. CIO-AFL wrangle 
here has resulted in nearly every 
house being picketed, either by AFL 
members or CIO workers. 

Started when the AFL signatured 
the janitors in the circuit houses, 
with the CIO setting out and or- 
ganizing the janitors in the indepen- 
dent houses. This meant an imme- 
diate picketing war, the CIO picket- 
ing houses using AFL janitors, and 
the AFL picketing the CIO houses 
and two pickets in front of the 
houses, each house using a picket to 
picket the picket. Pickets carry the 
label, ‘this house is unfair to labor’ 
and the picket picketing the picket 
has a larger sign proclaiming ‘this 
house is NOT unfair to labor.’ 

AFL has now opened new organ- 
izing campaigns and is bringing the 
ushers and cashiers into the fold. 
This is part of the general national 
theatre organizing drive on the part 
of the International Alliance of The- 
atrical Stage Employees, following 
the order laid down by the IATSE 
exec committee held in Chicago last 
month at the call of President 
George Browne. 

Should this CIO-AFL wrangle be- 
come a national tussle, the exhibitors 
in other localities are wondering 
how they’re going to cope with the 
problem, For, beyond the annoy- 
ance and possible box-office effect of 
picketing, the exhibs see the likeli- 
hood of genuine danger to the exhi- 
bition field. 

Exhibs are wondering what the 
exchange workers who were organ- 
ized by the IATSE (AFL) are going 
to do about houses which are em- 
ploying CIO members. With the ex- 
change workers, such as shipping 
clerks,.loyal to AFL, are they going 
to refuse to ship out prints to houses 
using CIO members? Will the stage- 
hands, operators and other AFL 
walk out? These and other prob- 
lems and possibilities have the ma- 
jority of exhibitors sitting up in bed 
all night trying to figure out what's 
going to happen, 

In Milwaukee, already, exhibs try- 
ing to get to sleep now count pickets 
marching in front of theatres, in- 
stead of sheep jumping a fence. 


Townley All the Way 


Hollywood, June 1. 
Jack Townley, who scripted ‘Bor- 








Workers, could result in a dozen or | 





rowed Trouble’ for Republic, has 
been set to direct the picture, which | 
starts this week. 

Olsen and Johnson are 
with Leonard Fields as 





toppers, 
associate | 


producer, 
U’s ’37 Thrills 
Universal’s special thrill short, 


which had been originally tabbed 
‘Ten Seconds to Live,’ has been 
changed to ‘Camera Thrills of 1937,’ 





California Rain Is Liquid Sunshine: 


| 
| 


Lefty Thinks 


N.Y.M.P. BASEBALL 


Columbia Still Unbeaten—RKO Now 
in Second Niche 








Results of games played in the 
New York M.P. Baseball League 
last week show RKO winning one 
and losing one, Columbia winning 
two and MGM taking one, 

Columbia downed Paramount by 
a 7 to 2 score and then went on to 


| take RKO, 9 to 5, to grab first place 


in the league standings, 
RKO to second place, Columbia has 
yet to lose a game. In the other 
games RKO defeated Skouras, 6 to 
5, and MGM topped NBC, 5 to 3 
Warner Bros. New York office 


dropping 


| baseball and softball teams extended 


their winning streaks last week, the 
hardball aggregation taking Coty 
Perfumers, 7 to 6, for their third 
straight, and the softball bunch 
downing the Gevaert Co., 9 to 6, for 
the fourth straight. 


MINN. DRAWS 2 
YEARS RESPITE 


Minneapolis, June 1, 

When the State Senate voted to 
confine itself entirely to tax legisla- 
tion and appropriation matters dur- 
ing the special session, which just 
has gotten under way, it sounded the 
death knell of the proposed divorce- 
ment bill for at least two years. 

Bill in question, which would com- 
pel the Publix circuit to dispose of 
its 86 Minnesota theatres, failed to 
reach a vote at the regular session. 
It is sponsored by national Allied 
States and is similar to the bill 
which was passed in North Dakota 
prohibiting distributors or producers 
from owning or operating theatres. 

As a result of the Senate action, 
there also will be no anti-theatre 
gift or anti-zoning legislation, at 
least until the next legislature, two 
years hence. Bills covering these 
matters came before the legislature 
at the regular session. 


Welsh Quits General as 
Prod. Tops; Deming In 














Hollywood, June 1. 
Robert E. Welsh has resigned as 


vice-president and general produc-° 


tion executive for General Pictures 
Corp. and has been succeeded by 
Bill Deming, recently returned from 
India. 

Welsh said differences over costs 
were responsible for his departure. 
Appointment of Deming was an- 
nounced by Fenn Kimball, GP 
prexy. 


Not Missing Any Bets 


Hollywood, June 1. 

Camera shots of the Boy Scouts’ 
National Jamboree June 30 to July 
8 in Washington will be made by 
Grand National, to be incorporated 
in ‘Tex and the Boy Scouts.’ 

Edward Finney, GN exploitation 
chief, arranged for the shots with 
Dr. James E. West, chief Scout ex- 











ecutive, GN’s film will feature Tex 
Ritter, 
YOUNG GETS ‘ORDERS’ 


Hollywood, June 1, 
Lon Young will produce ‘Flying 
Orders’ on assignment from Scott R. 


Dunlap, Monogram’ vice-prez_ in 
charge of production. 
Mono’s musical, ‘College Sweet- 


heart,’ goes to Ken Goldsmith, 


STORY BUYS 


Hollywood, June 1, 
Columbia purchased ‘You Can’t 
Win,’ an original by Robert Chalmers 
Bennett. 
Radio has purchased ‘Bringing Up 
aby,’ Hagar Wilde story published 
in Collier’s, 








Hollywood, June 1. 
Charles Kaufman has been as- 
signed to script ‘They Had to Save 
Charlie’ at Radio, to be produced by 
P, J. Wolfson. Same producer 
handed William Watson the scribbling 
chore on ‘An Apple a Day.’ 
Ernest Pagano drew ‘Love Below 
Freezing’ from Pandro S. Berman. 





has been lifted at Radio. 


TITLE CHANGES 


Hollywood, June 1. 
Universal changed ‘Four’ Black 
Sheep’ to ‘Merry-Go-Round of 1938.’ 
‘Mr. Shadow’ has been switched by 
Grand- National to ‘The Shadow 
Strikes.’ 








I Sol Lesser acquired ‘Lucky Star,’ 
since the Charles Ford production is|py Rene Fulop-Miller and Julius 


a compilation of unusual camera | Klein, as a Bobby Breen starrer. 
shots grabbed by newsreel photog-| Colony Pictures bought screen 
raphers ina year’s time. lrights to ‘Pop’ Momand’s cartoon 
Company made ‘Camera Thrills ’ } Strip, ‘Keeping Up with the Joneses.’ 
- ‘ a Standard Pictures took screen 

s ; 935. an oducet s 4 tie” 2 
two reeler, in 1935, and pi " ss . : rights to Jerry Wald’s original, ‘Night 

special about the federa! bureau of School.’ 

investigation, with the co-operation Dorothy Bennett sold ‘Are Hus- 

of J. Edgar Hoover, last season. bands Necessary?’ to Paramount. 








Hell Jom Rotary 


+ Shoatiiacss 


By JOE LAURIE, JR. 
Dear Joe: 

Well, at last we got a cable and 
me and Aggie had to go to a lawyer's 
office in Los Angeles and sign about 
30 papers. It felt like signing con- 
tracts for the old Orpheum Time. 
After a coupla days Aggie got $1,250 

. Well, you shoulda seen her face 
when she looked at the check. We 
ain’t seen so much dough since last 
we visited the mint when we played 
in Washington, and you know how 
long ago it is since we played there, 
in fact it’s been a long time since 
we played anywhere. We also gota 
coupla pictures of Aggie’s aunt sent 
on to us from Ireland and we hung 
‘em up in the trailer, that’s the least 
we could do for the old gal. I wish 
she was alive to see how happy she 
made us by dying and leaving Aggie 
that dough. 

We stuck the dough in the bank 
and we kept walking up and down 
in front of the bank like a coupla 
pickets, you know, kinda keepin’ an 
eye on: those guys. Aggie sez it 
would be just our luck the bank 
would fail or somethin’. She got 
kinda suspicious when she saw the 
cashier with a time table in his coat 
pocket. Well I guess it’s okay, they 
got heavy bars over the windows 
and big heavy doors, but you know 
those things ain't a bit of good when 
the president or cashier has larceny 
in their hearts. 


We're not going to let the dough 
stay in there very long because we 
decided to buy that little picture 
house at Coolacres, California, It’s 
a small town, if you lay down in 
the middle of the Main Street your 
feet are in the country. It ain’t far 
from Hollywood, so I can drop in to 
see the gang and maybe pick up an 
extra job now and then. Aggie likes 
the place and we have a small apart- 
ment over the theatre. 

I'll join the Rotary Club which 
ought to bring me some business, 
With all the stories I know and be- 
ing a mixer I'll bet I'll be President 
of the club in no time, Aggie sez 
being President of the Rotary Club 
in a town like that is like being a 
feature act in Mobile, Alabama. 

I have some dynamite ideas how 
to run the house. It isn’t doing much 
business now because the mug that’s 
got it doesn’t like the show business 
and he ain’t got no personality, He 
used to be a plumber back East, and 
he musta forgot his tools because he 
wants to go back there. We got a 
date with him for next week and we 
will give him the dough and take it 
over. It’s really a steal for the 
money, only giving him $600 for his 
Equity he originally asked five grand 
but I cut him down with a line of 
chatter that would melt an agent's 
heart. 

We get the whole thing as is ex- 
cept for his personal belongings. I 
figures it’s the beginning of a chain 
of houses for me as there’s a dozen 
small towns around this one and it 
won't take us long to build it up 
and make a good living and give us 
a chance to sleep in a regular bed 
instead of the one we've been sleep- 
ing in on the trailer. You know one 
of them concave beds that sinks to- 
wards the middle, you can’t even sit 
on the sides of it much less sleep on 
it. It’s one of those beds that when 
you go to sleep mad with your wife 
you got to make-up because you find 
yourselves in the middle. If there 
would be more beds like that there 
would be less divorces. 

Aggie bought herself a load of 
clothes and is using her old ones for 
dish rags. I bought a car from a guy 
that just drove from New York, it is 
a 1930 model but it works okay, It’s 
much better than that percolator we 
had. I tried to sell mine but when 
the guy looked at it he wanted a 
bonus of five bucks to take it away. 
We decided to drive it in the desert 
and just kinda walk away from it. 

Heard that Bert Frohman is 
pretty sick in the Knickerbocker 
Hospital, hope he has a speedy re- 
covery because he is one of the real 
nice guys of the Main Stem. Got a 
postal card from Hilldegarde from 
London where she’s knocking ’em 
dead. Dave Mallen writes me he is 
understudying Bert Lahr in “The 
Show Is On’ and that Bert is getting 
healthier every show. 

That’s about all the rosin that’s 
left in my box, so will close with 
best to the boys on Broadway who 
are waiting for their introduction to 
be played, sez 

Your pal, 
Lefty. 

P. S. Sid Skolsky calls the rain 

out here Liquid Sunshine. 
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BRITISH QUOTA ABSURDITIES CONTINUE 


aa 
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AS PRODUCER-DISTRIB-EXHIB PACT FLOPS 


Question of Cost as Guarantee of Quality Remains; 
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Controversial—Government May Be Forced to. British Managament 


Step In to Straighten 


London, May 21. 

Hopes of a common trade ap- 
proach to the Quota have been 
thrown into. the discard, after pro- 
ducers, distributors end exhibitors 
had gone most of the way toward a 
policy of unity. 
cision handed out by General Coun- 
cil of Cinematograph Exhibitors | 


Assn, which emphatically and unani- | and refused 


| _o ’ ; ; , c } ° 
| what they held a major reversal of | committee undertook to circulate the 


under- 
reached | 


mously thumbed down the 
standing its leaders had 


with Kinematograph Renters So-| 
ciety—the distribs’ organization. 
In joint conversations between | 


C.E.A. and K.R.S., with the produc- 
ers (represented by the Federation 
of British Industries) also actively 
participating, point had been 
reached where the distribs agreed to 
co-operate with the exhibs on draft- | 
ing an acceptable standard contract, | 
adjusting a code of trading condi- | 
tions, fighting the over-seating men- 
ace, and other matters long at issue | 
between the two bodies. 

In return, C.E.A. bosses were pre- | 
pared to jettison that part of their | 
declared policy on quota where they | 
urged the government to incorpo- | 
rate in new motion picture legisla- 
tion a safeguarding clause establish- 
ing a quality proviso for British pic- 
tures, and in its place press for a 
cost clause, under which films would 
be eligible for quota ranking condi- 
tionally on having absorbed a pro- 
duction budget of not less than 
$75,000. 

This understanding they reported 
back to General Council, but, far 
from endorsing it, the main body 
threw it out by a vote of 44 to 5, 
the minority representing members 
of the negotiating group, themselves 
split on the vital point. 

Opposition was led by President 
Charles P. Metcalfe and Vice-prési- 
dent Ken Nyman, who had dissented 
all along from their colleagues on 
the negotiating committee, and 
though the committee battled stren- 
uously for its point, after a debate 
of three hours the Prexy’s impas- 
sioned mob oratory swept the board. 

Seeing the house of cards they had 
so elaborately set up likely to topple 
in an instant, committee members 


Pix in Palestine 


Jerusalem, May 14. 

Current pix in Jerusalem: ‘As You 
Like It’ (UA) and ‘The Last of the 
Mohicans’ (UA) at the Zion Hall; 
‘The Walking Dead’ (WB) and ‘Ca- 
mille’ (MGM)at the Eden Hall: 
“Tudor Rose,’ ‘In Caliente’ (WB) and 
‘Midnight Club’ at the Edison. 

Tel Aviv: ‘Anthony Adverse’ 
(WB) and ‘The Golem’ at the Mog- 
rabi; ‘The Bohemian Girl’ and ‘The 
Poor Little Rich Girl’ (20th) at the 
Ophir; ‘Little Lord Fauntleroy’ 
(MGM) and ‘Circus’ at the Eden: 
‘Passing of Third Floor Back’ at the 
Rena Park; ‘Titanic’ and ‘My Heart 
Is Calling You’ at the Rimon. 

Haifa: ‘Mary Burns, Fugitive’ 
(Par), ‘Rendezvous’ (MGM) and 
‘Silhouetten’ at the Orah; ‘Zuzu’ at 
the Aviv; ‘The Dark Angel (UA), 
‘Page Miss Glory’ (WB) and ‘Cap- 
tain Blood’ (WB) at the En-Dor; 
‘Ramona’ (20th), ‘Curly Top’ (20th) 
and ‘Fire Over England’ (UA) at 
the Ramona; ‘14 Juliet’ at the Am- 
phitheatre. 


John Maxwell Honored 


London, June 1. 

John Maxwell, prez of British In- 
ternational, has had the -title of 
Knight of Grace in the Order of St. 
John and Jerusalem conferred upon 
him by King George VI. 

Though officially dubbed by His 
Majesty, tag does not entitle Max- 
well to bill himself ‘Sir.’ 


Waschneck with UFA 


Berlin, May 23. 

Erich Waschneck, vet film direc- 
tor and head of the independent 
Fanal Film Company, will producé 
his next three pictures for Ufa ex- 
clusively. The first is to go into 
work this month. 

It is an adaptation of the novel, 
"The Fight About the Boy Jo,’ by 
Hedda Westenberger. 
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Blow fell in a de-| 


|antee of quality, for producers could 


| picture and yet produce an unsalable 
| commodity. 


}up to a rebellious public. 


Mess Out 


| 
| 
{ 


|pleaded they had got the K.R.S. to | 
a point after which they had been 
‘striving for years, where the distribs 
were ready to concede vital issues 
all along the line in return for a 
solitary concession on quota from 
the exhibs. Opposition debaters, on 
|the other hand, saw the promised 
distrib concessicns as so much hooey, 
commit themselves to 


policy in return for vague promises 
of co-operation. 
No Guarantee 
A $75,000 cost minimum, they 
pleaded, was not the slightest guar- 


even spend $250,000 and more on a 


Establishing of a View- | 
ing Committee (as urged in the gov- | 
ernment’s report of the Moyne com- | 
mittee), on the other hand, they said, | 
which would be empowered to pass | 
on picture quality before okaying 
productions for quota, would at once 
give exhibs a position of security, in 
which they could be satisfied they 
would not be foisted off with quick- 
ies which they were forced to dish 


General Council has declared, | 
therefore, for the suggested govern- | 
ment’s commission, against which | 
the K.R.S. is so solid. 

Distrib angle on the point of con- 
troversy is that no government or 
other committee would be qualified 
to determine entertainment quality 
of a picture, and such a body would 
menace them by being empowered to 
reject productions on which they 
might have sunk anything up to 

(Continued on page 63) 


Koenig Case Settled 


Paris, May 26. 

Understood Ernest Koenig, until 
recently French manager for 20th, 
who left the company’s employ, has 
made a settlement out of court con- 
cerning salary differences which 
arose at the time of his resignation. 

Stated that Koenig will receive in 
the neighborhood of 100,000 francs, 
although this could not be officially 
confirmed. 


_ Schaefer Starts Work 


Gustave Schaefer, Universal's new 
export manager, planed in from the 
Coast last week to assume active 
duties at the home office. While in 
Hollywood, he conferred with Chas. 
R. Rogers, production chief, regard- 
ing his slant on foreign angles of 
film making. 

Here McIntyre, U’s manager for 
Australia, participated in the dis- | 
cussions. 




















| 
| 


| had 


May Heed Labor Ire 


London, May 21. 

Fears of labor differences in the 
industry have been momentarily 
backseated by joint pow-wow be- 
tween Association of Cine-Techni- 
cians and representatives of the 
newly-formed Employers’ Ass'n. 
Union officials put the case for a 
standard agreement for technical 
employees, particularly in relation 
to laboratories, and the employers’ 





workers’ case to all companies con- 
cerned. 

Meeting was sequel to pre-Corona- 
tion threat of a strike by laboratory 
employees, who claimed the bosses 
consistently ignored demands 
for negotiations. Stoppage would 


| effectively have stalled all newsreels. 





INSURANCE RATES UP 
FILM COST OVERSEAS 


London, May 21. 
Said to be a direct result of the 
claim for $400,000 by London Films 





|for the abandonment of their ‘I, 
| Claudius,’ 


picture, the insurance 
companies which issue policies on 
films in production have doubled 
their premiums, 

This will materially increase the 
cost of picture making in England. 





New Japanese-German 
Film Production Firm 


Tokyo, May 8. 

Success in Germany of ‘The New 
Earth’ has brought about an attempt 
to form a joint Japanese-German 
pix production company to operate 
in Japan, according to an announce- 
ment released here yesterday (7). 

Prime mover of the enterprise is 
Takeo Ogasawara, heir to a fortune, 
who expects to interest the German 
Tobis studios in the project. Report 
adds that the Tobis sound system 
is to be used and that either Willie 
Forst or Rene Crele will be assigned 
as director, with a German camera- 
man. 





Holland’s Visitors 


The Hague, May 22. 

Plenty of foreign filmsters in Hol- 
land this week. Lee Parry and her 
husband are in Amsterdam to visit 
some friends, with Laura La Plante 
also there. 

Otte Wallburg, exiled German 
comedian, after his trouble’ in 
Vienna with Theatre an der Wien, 
is now performing in Scheveningen 
with Siegfried Arno and Willy 
Rosen, also exiled Germans. They 
are playing at Lutine Palace there 
in a sketchy revue written by Willy 
Rosen, 





German Government Taking Final Step 
Toward Regimenting Its Film Forces 





Berlin, May 24. 

For months now the German pic- 
ture industry has been hanging fire, 
the air thick with rumors, anticipa- 
tion and forecasts. Film activity had 
become perfunctory, while practi- 
cally all questions of vital impor- 
tance concerning production plans 
were held in abeyance, pending the 
decisive Ufa meet on the 5th of this 
month, 


Whatever new but muffled contro- 
versies Dr. Joseph Goebbels’ final 
announcement following this meet 
may have aroused, it has at last done 





film is expected to go. But what 
it'll do when it gets there is quite 
another matter. 

This greatest of film shuffles in the 
history of the German film industry 
had for some time been fore- 
shadowed in the garrulous speeches 
of the film-conscious Minister of 
Public Enlightenment and Propa- 
ganda and found its most flagrant 
form in his barbed-wire talk on 
March 5 before the Reichs Film 
Chamber in which he openly at- 
tacked the business end of the in- 





one ‘thing—showed up pretty con-| 
clusively which way the German) 


dustry, told it where to get off and 
predicted its relegation to a back- 
| seat. 

Shortly after came the cryptic 
communication that the controlling 
Hugenberg-Ufa interests had been 
bought out. This is nearly six weeks 
ago but to this day no enlightening 
announcement as to the identity of 
_the present owner of the Ufa has 
| been thought necessary. The most 
likely of all guesses still remains the 
|one that the government-owned 
| Eher publishing house is now Ufa’s 
| financial figurehead, 

Ufa 

The biggest whack in this up- 
heaval was landed on the Ufa board 
'of directors. Including Hugenberg, 

its head, 20 of the 25 members bowed 
| out. Those holding on are Dr. Emil 
| Georg von Strauss, Dr. Alexander 

Kreuter and a representative each 
of the Deutsche Bank and Disconto, 
| Deutsche Landerbank and Commerz 
'and Privatbank. 

New additions are the film direc- 
tors Carl Frolich and Karl Ritter, 
the actors Eugen Klopfer, Paul 
Hartmann and Mathias Wiemartn, 

‘Continued on page 21) 
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For the Record 


— 


London, May 19. 

After the press showing of 
‘Wings of the Morning,’ the Fox 
Film people gave a luncheon 
to the newspaper boys at the 
Ritz, where they were to meet 
Annabelle, the star of the pic- 
ture. Owing to the inclement 
weather, she was unable to fly 
from the continent, so Seton 
Margrave, film critic of the 
Daily Mail, made a speech. 

The luncheon was good. 


JUGOSLAVIAN GOVT. 
BANS 5 FRENCH FILMS 


Paris, May 26. 














government banning five French 


country. 
The move, termed,in many quar- 
ters as a German move to get all 


Entre Eux’ was stopped by the gov- 
ernment at the request of the Ger- 
man consul in Zagreb. 

Since that time it has been learned 
that four more films have been 
denied the right of being shown in 
Jugoslavia. They are: ‘Martha 
Richard,’ ‘L’Homme a Abattre,’ ‘La 
Grande Illusion’ and ‘Soeurs 
d’Armes.’ The latter two have not 
yet been generally released in 
France. 

While some stick to the German 
angle for a reason as to why French 
films should be barred there, others 
see a deeper political significance in 
it all. It will be recalled that Jugo- 
slavia recently signed an agreement 
with Italy which included a mutual 
guarantee of respective territorial 
integrities with some trade arrange- 
ments attached. In these quarters it 
is argued that it is not only Ger- 
man but also Italian pressure which 
is back of the move, as Il Duce 
would like to strengthen the Berlin- 
Rome axis at the expense of the 
French if possible. 


But, whatever the reason, it is a 
fact that French films are being 
barred from exploitation in Jugo- 
slavia. It is noteworthy, however, 
that those which have been barred 
concern espionage, are not entirely 
devoid of war propaganda and in 
some cases show Germans in an un- 
favorable light. 


U.S. Pix in So. Africa 


Capetown, May 7. 
Out of a total of 18 current films 
in South Africa’s three Icading cities, 
only a trio can be credited to other 
than American sources. The ‘out- 
siders’ are British. 


Capetown has an edge of five to 
one with ‘Capt. January’ (20th), 
Alhambra (ACT); ‘Old Hutch’ (MG), 
New Grand (ACT); ‘Mummay’s Boys’ 
(RKO), Royal (U); ‘Voice of Bugle 
Ann’ (MG), Elstree (ACT); ‘Dancing 
Fool’ (WB) and ‘It’s Love Again’ 
(GB), Adelphi; ‘Men Are Not Gods’ 
(MG) follows ‘Hutch’ at the Plaza. 

In Johannesburg it’s the same 
situation as Capetown. ‘Cain and 
Mabel’ (WB) is at the Plaza (ACT); 
‘Charge of Light Brigade’ (WB), 
Colosseum (ACT): ‘Men Are Not 
Gods’ (London), Mctro (MG): ‘Love 
on the Run’ (MG), Bijou (U):‘Moon’s 
Our Home’ (Par), Palladium (ACT), 
and ‘Woman Trap’ (Par), Prince’s 
(Indie ). 

Situation betters a little for British 
producers in Durban, with odds down 
to four to two. Pics are ‘Three Smart 
Girls’ (U), Playhouse (ACT); ‘Curly 








French film circles are having | tional occasion; 
plenty to say about the Jugoslavian | 


French films banned in Jugoslavia, | 


EDITED FOR 
5 REELS 


London, May 21, 
Outcome of newspaper biah on 
Coronation film scandals has been 
artificial indignation among exhibs 
and public, who readily believed 
they had been cheated by the pro- 
ducers. In cases, even, theatre man- 


agers apologized to audiences from 
the stage for what they thought in- 
ferior coverage of the greatest na- 
in others, exhibs 
flourish sheaves of letters from pa- 
trons complaining they were dished 
| —believing they were going to see 








films from being shown in that | the whole show, instead of a 10-min- 


ute summary. 

‘Seandal’ aroused such spontaneous 
wrath that Cinema Exhibs Ass’n 
rushed into conclave with newsreel 
concerns, persuaded them of a de- 


started in April when ‘Les Loups! mand for a feature length version of 


the event, and drew from them an 
undertaking to release 5,000-footers 
of the Coronation the week follow- 
ing general release of the earlier 
reels. 

Notwithstanding three of the units 
followed up their normal release 
version with special three-reelers, 
which have been playing West End 
and key theatres in the sticks all 





A Nice Distinction 





London, May 21. 

Somebody looks to have 
pulled a fast one in the billing 
of Coronation films outside 
West End news theatres. ‘Coro- 
nation in Color—Full Proces- 
sion and Abbey Ceremony,’ 
state the bills. 

What they don’t point out is 
that in the Technicolor version 
showing in these theatres there 
is no footage shot at West- 
minster—only still reproduc- 
tions of an artist’s impression of 
the ceremony, taken by permis- 
sion from a London illustrated 
weekly. 

There was in point of fact no 
color filming in the Abbey, due 
to the insufficient lighting fac- 
tor. 











week, most units fell in with the 
plan, so that in a few days the U. K. 
looks to be flooded with double fea- 
ture bills, in which the normal sup- 
port picture is yanked and replaced 
by Coronation specials. 


Distribs’ Loss 


Distribs accordingly look to lose 
out on the proposition, unless they 
contrive to persuade exhibs to pay 
up for the pictures they throw out 
of their programs. If so, the switch 
is likely to be a costly proposition 
for most theatres, as first run of the 
Coronation feature wil] set them 
back $200 above and beyond their 
normal program cost. 


Gaumont-British 5,000-foot version 
goes into all G-B West End houses, 
simultaneously showing in around 
60 provincial theatres on the circuit. 
Pathe, Universal and British Movie- 
tone are likewise releasing specials 
same day. and Par would do so if 
they got any call from their contract 
customers. 


Current Coronation film fever is 
indicated in policy of downtown legit 
houses, which have been forced into 
throwing the reels into the bills in 
an endeavor to hold patronage which 
otherwise would naturally drift to 
the film houses. 








Top’ (20th), Criterion (ACT); ‘East 
of Java’ (British), Prince's (ACT): 
‘His Brother's Wife’ (MG), King’s | 
(U); ‘These Three’ (UA), Alhambra | 
(ACT); ‘Man I Marry’ (Indie), Cameo | 
(Inde ). 





Stapenhorst with Korda 





London, May 21. 
Gunther Stapenhorst, former ace 
producer for Ufa, has joined Alex- 
ander Korda as co-producer for a 





series of pictures. First assignment 
, will be to next Merle Oberon sub- 
_ ject, still untitled, from a story by 
G. B. Stern, which 
will direct. 

Stapenhorst 
for G-B. 


produced ‘O.H.M.S.’ 


| 





JAPANESE ACCEPT 
VENICE EXPO BID 


Milan, May 23. 

Japanese Government has official- 
| ly accepted to participate at the 5th 
International Cinematograph Exhi- 
| bition to be held in Venice. The 
subjects of the two films promised 
will be announced later. 

Nevertheless, it can be said defi- 
|nitely that one will be founded on 
the Fusi-yama Legend, while the 
| other will contain a reconstruction 


Ludwig Berger of the naval battle of Zuschima. 


where the Russian fleet was de- 
stroyed during the Nippo-Russia? 
War in 1904 


ABBEY FILM | 
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NEW ITALY-U. $. PIX CRISI 











US. Distribs Now Expect Higher Jap | Il NICE BA BANNING | Uncle Sam Takes Inventory of 
Import Duties, Plus Other Restrictions AMERICAN NS 


Tokyo, May 10. 
the government, in an- 
nouncing recent upping of censor 
charges, specifically denied any in- 
tention of making a move to restrict 
or further control foreign pix, re- 
ports going the rounds of the indus- 
try here indicate otherwise. Latest 
report is that higher import duties 
will be announced in the near 
future and that the home office is 
seriously considering settmmg up a 
distributing company under its con- 
trol to handle all foreign product. 


There may be considerable truth 
to the import duty proposition as 
tariff on nearly everything else has 
been boosted during ‘the past six 
months, government being faced 
with unprecedented demands for 
coin. ‘The government distributing 
agency is another thing, however, 
because it involves so many angles. 


Biggest stumbling, block of course, 
would be the disinclination of the 
foreign producers to enter into such 
an arrangement. But even if they 
were able to hurdle that, the in- 
creased cost of product to the ex- 
hibits would be a difficult matter 
to handle. 


Operating their own offices, as at 
present, several American companies 
ship subjects to Japan and charge 
only print costs on the books. Their 
Japan offices get for them what they 
will bring in competition. In some 
cases, on the weaker subjects, they 
don’t get back even the print costs. 
With a Jap government distributing 
agency in operation, foreign pro- 
ducers would undoubtedly charge 
print plus royalty on the outset. 

Demand of fans for foreign flick- 
ers also will be a strong deterrent 
in any move to restrict importations. 
Elaborate foreign productions have 
created a pix taste here, impossible 
for the Jap studios to equal. 


TOHO’S PREXY QUITS; 
NO-LIKE BIZ ETHICS 


‘Tokyo, May 10. 

Ichizo Kobayashi, prez of Tokyo 
Takarazuka Theatre Co., generally 
known here as Toho, tossed a bomb- 
shell into the industry yesterday (9) 
when he announced his resignation 
from all Toho enterprises except 
Takarazuka Girls’ Opera Sehool, 
which is his personal property. New 
‘prez not yet named. 

While Kobayashi gave his advanc- 
ing age (69) as his reason for resign- 
ing, he will continue in the presi- 
dency of the Tokyo Electric Light 


While 











Company, a much larger concern 
than .Toho. Those ‘familiar with 
Kobayashi believe: that his action 


was taken bécause of disgust with 
unorthodox . business : practices in 
vogue in the pix industry here. 
Domei (Jap government .controlled 
news agency) credits Kobayashi 
with a statement to the effect that 
‘the competitive practices of theatri- 
cal circles are so inferior to those in 
other business circles, in which I 
have worked for 40 years, that I 
would. have to sacrifice .my self- 
respect by continuing to manage | 
theatres.’ 





Just how Kobayashi’s action will| 
affect the financial setup in Toho ‘is | 
a matter of ‘speculation“and also its | 
a question as to whether the retire- | 
ment of Kobayashi will lead to an} 
amicable settlement between Toho! 
and Shochiku in their present fight | 
for industry leadership. Those close | 
to the Toho outfit feel that mo com- | 
promise ‘will be possible in view of | 
that those who advised 
Kobayashi in the fight so far are 
still powerful in the company. 





+ 
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' does in the studios. 


| verted to a continuous 





TECHNICOLOR IN INDIA 


Half a Ton of Equipment Shipped 
By Aeroplane 





London, May 21. 
Half a ton of Technicolor 
ment has been despatched to India 
by air for exterior work on 
don’s ‘The Drum,’ which will be a 
tinter sequel to ‘Elephant Boy,’ with 
Sabu leading. Cameras, film, 
ment and refrigeration storage tanks 
were shipped in an Imperial Air- 
ways liner destined for Karachi and 
Delhi, 
and Henry Imus, executives of the 
Kaimus outfit. 
Location crew is already on the 
spot, and will shoot exterior 
age on the famed Khyber Pass, 


AUSSIE QUOTA 
HUDDLES IN 
NEW YORK? 


Sydney, May 11. 

Cecil Mason, Columbia boss, 
leaves May 13 for biz visit in New 
York. Here McIntyre, of Universal, 
left last, week for the same spot, 
and other local reps may take ships 
for huddles with their respective 
bosses. 

Under the surface it looks as 
though the N. Y. heads are anxious 
to learn from their own reps at first 
hand just what the Quota Act will 
mean before 1937 swings out, Po- 
litical pressure 


quota and it looks a certainty that! 


the Yankees will have to step in 
line some way to oblige the govern- 
mental boys backing the Act. 
Columbia, so far, 
only American unit to try pic pro- 


duction here, using Victor Jory in): 
with Clarence Bad- | 


‘Rangle River,’ 
ger directing. 


PARAMOUNT RETAINS 
ITS PARIS STUDIOS 


Paris, May 26. 








Although no official confirmation | 
has yet been forthcoming, under- | 


stood one of things Barney Balaban 
put his okay on while here was the 
renewal of the lease with Gaumont 
on the Paramount studios here. 
Stated new lease is for a term of 


six years for the studios. Localers| 


are trying to figure out why, when 


the location has for sometime been. 
for | 
| Hays, 


considered. a ‘white elephant’ 
Par, as the only work done there 


are dubbing and developing, while | 


expensive equipment is being put 
to no use. 

From another quarter it was re- 
ported that a French banking con- 
cern wanted to put up the money 
necessary to take over the control of 
the studios while allowing Par to 
continue the small business it now 
This cowd have 
| been on q leased setup like most of 
the other companies operate on in 
France. 

. It is also reported that Paramount 
tried to sell its theatre property here 


ito Leon Siritsky, who would not 


talk price, but is going to take over 
the exploitation of the theatre which 
would, at the same time, give Par 


| a showcase when wanted. The reg- 


| ular pit orchestra has already been 
given notice and the theatre has re- 
show, with 


'no stage attractions as in previous 


| months. 


NEW JAP STUDIOS 


Toyko, May 10. 

Manchuokuo’ Motion Picture Assn., 
Sovernment controlled’ body, will | 
build’ Studios at Hsinking and Nanhu. | 
' Product will ‘be confined, ‘at ‘first. 
‘o cultural subjects, studios entering | 
production of feature flickers for the | 
home market. 


Unless Paramount intends to do 


| something with the studios it is diffi- 


| cult to understand why such a move 


| would be made, unless it intends to! 
which is} 
not thought possible, or has a hunch | 


go. into production here, 


on some future legislation which 
might make it profitable to be in 
possession of the property. 


equip- | 


Lon- | 


equip- | 
accompanied by Chris Challis | 


foot- 


is still on for the| 


has been the | 


Threat to Restrict Coin Re- 


moval from 


Italy, 


ment Will Hays Effected | 
Several Months Ago 


U. S. GOV’T ANGLE 


Wholesale 
American picture product, threat to | 
restrict the amount of money that | 
taken out of Italy and the} 
proposal to raise the price for dub- 
bing has American distributors thor- 
oughly aroused over these. dis- 


banning of leading 


can be 


{ 
| 
\ 
| 
| 


| criminatory measures of the Italian 
|} government, 


Industry is planning to lay wide 


| open the entire matter as it has been | 
| developed along three fronts 
| bing, removal of film rental coin and 
| banning 
| governmental representatives. It will 


(dub- 


of product) before U. S. 
| be pointed out that this violates the 
| spirit of any reciprocal trade treaty. 


Reports from Rome indicate that 
some film representatives have 
threatened a boycott of the inter- 
national film exhibition in Venice 
this sammer because of the tenseness 
of the situation, provoked by new or 
contemplated steps by Italian offi- 
cials, 

There has been a wholesale ban- 
ning of U. S. film product by Italy 
;over a period of recent months. No 
particular explanation was given in 
some instances, and many of the so- 
,called objections were of a superfi- 
cial sort, 

Among the American 
banned recently are: 
Paramount: ‘The Rose,’ ‘Give Us 
| Night,’ ‘The General Died at Dawn.’ 
Metro: .‘Love’ on the Run,’ ‘Fury,’ 
‘Mark of. the: Vampire,’ ‘A Tale of 
[zen Cities.’ Warner Bros.: ‘Ceiling 








pictures 


Zero,’ ‘Road Gang,’ ‘Green Pastures.’ 
Columbia: “The Best Man Wins.’ 
pa Artists: ‘These Three,’ ‘Gar- 
den of Allah,’ ‘Dodsworth,’ ‘Modern 
|Times,’ ‘Beloved Enemy.’ RKO- 
| Radio: *The Woman Rebels,’ ‘The 
Plough and the Stars,’ ‘Star at Mid- 
| night.’ 

Coin Restrictions 

Advices received in N.Y. are to 
the effect that after July 1 Italy will 
restrict the amount of funds that can 
be taken out of. that country by 
American distribution firms, This is 
virtually a revival of the original 
play, which apparently had been 
definitely: Settled through the co-op- 
eration of U. S. officials and Will 
who personally visited Italy 
to iron out the difficulty several | 
months ago. 


Further steps in making it difficult 
for U. S. companies to operate profit- | 
ably in Italy is the proposed plan to | 
raise the price of dubbing. The old 
quotation was about $2,250 (30,000 
lire), but now:the scale is to start at | 
| $3,000 and: extend: to $5,775, being | 
graduated according to the money | 
taken in at the box office. 

Just how this can be equitably ad- 
justed ‘in most instances still re- 
mains a mystery to American dis- 
tributors because of the dual picture | 
situation. With a vast majority of 
the Italian theatre playing double 
feature programs, it seems dubious | 
that it can. be determined which 
picture drew the business. 

Film leaders here. believe that the 
money raised on the excessive dub- 
bing fee will go into pictures made 
in Italy. It will be recalled that 
American producer-distributor firms 
refused to fall for the oddly con- 
cocted plan of the Italian govern- 
ment to force-U, S. interests to make 
productions on Italian soil. 
corporated various provisions to pre- 
vent the money collected on Ameri- | 





i film rentals from leaving the 


country. 


Plus | 
Proposal to Raise Dubbing | 
Prices, Has U. S. Distribs | world, 


Burning—Reverses Settle- | 


| more feet over corresponding period 


| nations 


| been 


j,and last year’s 


This: in- | 


Picture Distribution Situations 
In Various Foreign Countries 


Despite 
lative 


increasingly tough 
restrictions throughout the 
the year 1936 brought to 
American film producers the highest 
| foreign revenue since the introduc- 
tion of sound. That is the outstand- 
ing revelation in a survey of foreign 


legis- 





| film markets just released by ‘the 
Bureau of Foreign and Domestic | 
Commerce, Department of: Com- | 
merce, in Washington. 

Survey ‘thinks’ that the foreign | 


revenue increase is due to the o- 
periority of Hollywood product over 
that of other nations. According to | 
the Bureau figures, the increased de- 
{mand of foreign audiences for Hol- | 
lywood pix was an important factor. 
Helping, 


too, was return of better | 
economic conditions in the major | 
foreign film markets. Bureau also 


warns of probable increase in quota 
restrictions and import charges 
against American films abroad, 
During the first 10 months of 1936 
American films exported 9,000,000 


of 1935. Total of 171,612,451 linear 
feet of American negative and pos- 
itive sound and silent films, with a 
declared value of $3,683,517, was 
Shipped abroad during the first 10 
months of 1936. That compared to 
162,238,524 linear feet ,with a de- 
clared value of $3,495,582, for the 
similar period of the preceeding 
year. The survey does not state the 
number of American productions ex- 
ported during either 1936 or 1935. 

Total foreign pix production dur- 
ing 1936 amounted to approximately 
1,400 feature films. Of these, 721 
were made in Europe, an increase of 
79 over 1935. Of these, Englind pro- 
duced 217, Germany 130, France 125, 
Russia 92, Spain 32, Sweden 27, 
Czechoslovakia 26, and Hungary 20. | 

Latin America 

Latin American procuction fell off 
during 1936, only 56 features being 
made, as against 83 features during 
1935. Mexico made 28 features, Ar- 
gentina 20, Brazil 7 and Peru 1, Pro- 
duction in the Far East increased to 
674 features during 1936, compared 
to 515 during 1935, Leading produc- 
ing country was Japan, with 496 
features. China made 100 features, 
India 40, the Philippines 15, Egypt 
10, Australia 9, New Zealand 3, and 
the Netherlands Indies 1. 

Bureau survey indicates the in- 
creased film production in foreign 
substantiates the interest 


shown by foreign governments in | 
| 
| 
| 





the creation of their own production | 
industries. Points out that the show- | 
ing of these logally-made pix, re- 
gardless of their quality, reduces the 
play dates for Hollywood product. 
Survey sees the screen becoming 
a new factor in international diplo- 
macy and goes on to state, ‘Sorhe 
nations have attempted to tell Hol- 
lywood what shall and shall not be 
put into films, under threat that an 
offending .company’s products may 
be barred in toto from the market. 
In some cases these threats have 
effective to the extent that 
films are either withdrawn from 
world circulation or the objection- 
able stories, although purchased and 
paid for, are ‘never produced, Com- 
plete inability of foreign govern- | 





ments to control our production, and 
their need for national .expression 
at home and before the rest of the | 
world, are factors largely to ig A | 
sible for their intense interest 


| building up their own film commeataiien 


Bureau's review contains detailed | 
study of legislation, censorship, com- | 
petition, copyright relations, local | 
production, taxes, theatre facilities | 

American imports in 
every foreign country. Brief pre- 
liminary resume outlines the follow- 
ing foreign market conditions: | 


ENGLAND | tempt to assess 


England, the chief revenue source | tors $10 per reel abandoned. 


for American pix,. is the principal 
foreign country urging a change in 
the quota setup. The Moyne report 
from the Board of Trade Committee, 
appointed to consider renewal of the 
Cinematograph Films Act of 1927 


| of tax on U. S. feature films. 


which expires in 1938, made recom- 
mendations which, if adopted, will 
extend the present quota system for 
10 more years, to be from the pres- 
ent 20% to 50% if conditions war- 
rant; establishment of a film council 
to judge the quality of quota pix; 
the Government to assist the local 


industry in obtaining capital; estab- 
ment of a quota for short films, with 
15% for distributors and 10% for 
exhibs. Expected that the Board of 


Trade will draft a bill somewhat 
along the above lines for presenta- 
tion to Parliament before the Films 
Act of 1927 expires. 


FRANCE 
Present trade with France, expir- 
ing next July, was not negotiated 
with the existing French government 
and, ‘from present indications some- 
thing in the way of legislation detri- 
mental to American film interests 

looms on the horizon.’ 


AUSTRALIA 

During 1936 legislation became 
operative in New South Wales and 
Victoria providing quota for exhibi- 
tors of four percent of pix shown 
must be Australian in the first year, 
increasing yearly by two per cent 
until 12% quota is reached in the 
fifth year. For distribs the range is 
5% in the first year, increasing by 
2% per year to 15% the 5th year. 

MEXICO 

American pix still are the back 
bone of Mexican showing, but native 
agitation and the Spanish civil war 
have led to a tremendous increase in 
film production during the last year. 
Hollywood product was out of the 
field for four months during 1936. 


FINLAND 
Finnish film production companies 
have increased from one to five in 
the last year. Product is. still in- 
ferior but plays to capacity in Fin- 
land theatres. 
GERMANY 
Increasingly strict regulations in 
Germany have closed that market 
almost entirely to foreign pix. While 
a greater number of films may actu- 
ally enter the country, censorhsip 
by the Propaganda Ministry is now 
so severe that only three American 
companies remain in the field. Amer- 
ican producers. will eventually have 
to decide whether to make more pix 
in Germany or withdraw entirely 
from the market. 


ITALY 


Survey reports regulations in Italy 
satisfactory to American companies, 
but since compilation of the review 
a number. of complications. have de- 
veloped in the. Italian market, chiefly 
in reference to. dubbing. Situation is 
in the air at present. 

EGYPT 

Little likelihood of quota laws by 
the Egyptiah government, but films 
are now’ being produced in Arabic 
by domestic companies and quota 
laws have been advocated. 


CUBA 

Serious censorship situation was 
narrowly averted in Cuba during last 
year, but production on the island 
is under development. 

(Survey also repo-ts a well- defined 
trend against dubbed pix in certain 
foreign countries, notably Belgium, 
Guatemala, Dominican Republic and 
Costa Rica.) 


yp et 


PANAMA REVERSES 
FILM FEE DEMANDS 


Republic of Punéme officials have 
reversed themselves on the* matter 
Gove 
ernment of that country has ane 
nounced that the old fee of 50c. per 
reel has been restored and the ate 
American distribue 
They 
decided that the recently revised in- 
terpretation was wrong. 

Distributors in this country flatly 
refused to pay the, $10 fee, and did 
not permit any prints to enter 
Panama while it was in effect 
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Screen’s Ist showing 
of the ‘Hot-Wire 
Men’of America-the 
bravest bunch of die- 
hard -and-love-easy 
heroes that have hit 
the celluloid since 
‘Ceiling Zero’. theyre 
played to the hilt by 


PAT O'BRIEN ~ 
HENRY FONDA | 
MARGARET LINDSAY | 
STUART ERWIN 


J. Farret! MacDonald * Dick Purcell +» Joseoh Sawyer * Craig : 
Reynolds - John Lite! - Jane Wyman: Directed by Ray Enright LL BEALL 
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KID GALAHAD 


‘arner Bros. release of Hal B. Wallis 
baronies Co-stars Edward G. Robinson 
pra Bette Davis. Features Wayne Morris, 
pede Bryan, Humphrey Bogart. . Directed 
gg Michael Curtiz. Story adaptation by 
by aa: Miller from Francis Wallace 
om Camera, Gaetabo Gaudio, 
ete N. Y., week May 27, ‘97, 
ning time, 100 mins, 


Niek Donati an eeee eee we 


At 
Run- 


Edward G. Robinson 
so thee Bette Davis 


Al PACEBR . 004 vsncee Humphrey Bogart 
wid Galahad...-..--ecrreere » Wayne Morris 
Marie Lia ves eorheeeeeams Jane Bryan 
eee FASEB ci soe seece ceatidan Harry Carey 
— GMGaE...«- cckses . William Haade 
- Domati......-+eeeeee .. Soledad Jiminez 
ee. eaylor Se ekee dswee Sent Joe Cunningham 
a2 Barett......-+esee8 Prey | Ww elden 
HrAdy.-coeccccesrrecerereness Joseph Crehan 
CUUNMIAN. cece r ese e ee eeeeeees Harland Tucker 
o' Brien Eyer eee Bob Nestell 
Feeferee..- eee er sss cereeedeces George Blake 


One of the oldest stories in pic- 
tures—the grooming of a heavy- 
weight champion—has been done 
again with good results. ‘Galahad’ 
is well made and fast. A slugging, 
tension building melodrama, and as 
such grade A entertainment. Sure- 
fire man’s picture but women _ will 
like it, too, mainly because of Bette 
Davis. 

Story suggests some of the behind- 
the-scenes gangsterism which the 


Paul Gallico - Westbrook Pegler 
school of sports iconoclasm has 
spread around. There have, of 


course, been fighters galore on cellu- 


loid and ‘Galahad’ is true to the 
standard of fight stories, but the 


treatment is sophisticated and pro- 
duction deluxe. 

Also more than the usual amount 
of romance for a slugfest. This al- 
lows room for Bette Davis to moon 
ever the clean kid from the farm, 
and for the fight manager’s convent- 
bred sister to also fall in love with 
him. But essentially it’s the story 
of the kid’s manager (Robinson) who 
maneuvers to match. the belfhop- 
pugilist (Wayne Morris) in order to 
pay off the grudge he holds for a 
felonious fellow-manager. (Humphry 
Bogart) whose methods are always 
on the mustle side. 


Miss Davis»has two or three nice 
opportunities and as usual handles 
herself throughout with plenty of 
noodle work. She’s been photc- 
graphed for glittering results in a 
couple of the sequences by Tony 
Gaudio. Script adroitly avoids any 
line or allusion that could identify 
her as the mistress of Robinson, who, 
however, is constantly walking into 
her apartment with a proprietary 
air. Script is slick with its aware- 
ness of what can and cannot be done 
on the screen. .Miss Davis also sings 
one song in a night club sequence, 
voice seemingly being doubled. 

Studio has given Jane Bryan close- 
ups enough to convey the idea that 
it has her pegged as an ingenue and 
want the public to catch the same 
hunch. She has a sensitive face for 
the camera and vocally registers as 
well. Will need careful piloting but 
may be worth the build-up. Fur- 
ther noteworthy is that exploitation 
for the film does not emphasize 
Morris. Which seems smart because 
the critics and public figure to ‘dis- 
cover’ him. 

Robinson and Bogart, both grim 
guys, make their rivalry entirely 
plausible. Both performers know 
how. Soledad Jiminez, as an Italian 
mother, has a pip chance to show to 
advantage and it’s a guess she'll at- 
tract favorable fan mail. 

_ Wayne Morris as Kid Galahad is a 
six-footer with a boyish and whole- 
some appearance. He looks like the 
boy who won all the prizes at the 
Y.M.C.A., including scripture les- 
sons. 

The variety of small parts are 
played and directed well. Notably 
Harry Carey as an honest trainer. 
Ring stuff is built up and edited 
with canny skill. Indeed, the ring 
battles are superb for it can be said 
that no film has revealed better 
glove throwing than is witnessed 
here. Which is remarkable in the 
case of Morris in lieu of his new- 
ness to the screen. His faking is ex- 
cellent with some of the punches, 
and falls, so realistic they hurt. Film 
contains two fights in the first of 
which appears Bob Nestell, undoubt- 
edly of interest to fight fans. 

_ But in the last analysis Miss Davis 
is the thread that sews and holds 
the story together. Doing a laugh- 
clown-laugh through the last half of 
the picture it is her part, and per- 
formance, which will make ‘Galahad’ 
acceptable to the women. Important 
and unusual because most fight films, 
some of which have been pretty 
g00d, have been poison to the girls. 

Story, by Francis Wallace, origi- 
nally appeared in the Saturday Eve- 
ning Post. Wallace is a Notre Dame 
rnd ay Magered ée after gradua- 

0 handle licity (principally 
football) for Li gcheal. No sports 
writer now writing has a_ better 
knowledge of the grid game than 

Wallace. In fact, his one weak point 
om this respect has been an inability 
to figure how Minnesota beat Pitt 
a the latter’s stadium. Mere men- 
jon of this game has been sufficient 
9 send him into a time step as he 
winds up to jump down your throat 
'n print. But he probably doesn’t 
No So much any more, now that the 
vote Dame-Pitt series is drawing 
9 a close. The situation, of course, 
was that if Pitt beat the 


s 
and the Irish trimmed Pitt—well, 
where did the Big Ten rate? Verily. 
a loyal son 


But ‘Kid Galahad’ is a fight st 
ory. 
4 was Wallace’s story. Now it’s 
wvarners’, The point is that nobody 
* 80ing to get stuck with it. Land. 


THE HIT PARADE 


(MUSICAL) 


Republic release of Nat Levin  produc- 


tion. Features Frances Langford and Phil 
Regan. Directed by Gus Meins. Screen 
play, Bradford Ropes and Samuel Ornitz: 
songs, Cliff Friend, Mat Malneck, Walter 
Hirsch, Lou Handman, Ned Washington, 
Sam H. Stedt. At Rivoli, N. Y., week 
May 29, ’37. Running time, 77 mins. 

POON ROR vc kkk csa Frances Langford 
eee CN 6.0.6.0:0 60.5015 66005 859 Phil Regan 
BOOUIG MNUONE, 5. ckcccticcecs Louise Henry 
MOOD WMD 50s sic cccccecssews Pert Kelton 
eee Edward Brophy 
Rusty Callahan...............Max Terhune 
i Ss to re Inez Courtney 
Teddy Leeds................Monroe Owsley 
J. B. Hawley.................Pierre Watkin 
Pedtime Story Man..........Stanley Fields 
Suecess Story Telle: ..-. Johnny Arthur 
Sergeant O' Hara J. Farrell MacDonald 
Parole Officer... ..William Demarest 
Herman......e-. , .....Gieorge Givot 
a ee eee ee ..Sammy White 
Gentle Maniacs: Paul Garner, Sam Wolfe, 


Richa rd Hakins 


Tie Toe Girls: Yvonne Manoff, Mildred 
Winston, Barbara Jobnston 

Carl Hoff and band, Duke Ellington and 
band, Eddy Duchin and band, Molasses and 
January Pick and Pat \l Pearce and 
Gang, Eid i 


Thorgersen Voice of Iexperi- 
ence’ and Oscar and Elmet 


Smacks the bell with a breezy 75 
minutes of musical entertainment. 
Should gather plenty of deluxe dates 
for it is studded with familiar radio 
names and faces and the tempo guar- 
antees that the average fan will find 
it diverting, 

Story has bumps in it. Also some 
loose ends. Same charge, however, 
could be made against many Holly- 
wood attempts to deal with radio. It 
doesn’t matter, though, and probably 


only a radio professional would no- 
tice the faulty technical detail. It’s 
near enough to what fans think radio 
is like to suffice. 

There’s the usual jockeying in the 
script to put over a new star 
(Frances Langford). In this case her 
agent (Phil Regan) is doing the 
ballyhoo to get even with a society 
girl (Louise Henry) he has previous- 
ly pushed into the radio money only 
to get the biz from her lawyer (Mon- 
roe Owsley). 

Reasons for the various specialties 
through the story are worked out 
plausibly and take the action outside 
the limitations of a radio studio. Lib- 
erties, where conspicuous, are for 
comedy. Especially timely, and an 
edge for the picture, is the playing of 
Max Terhune. He is a little of Bob 
Burns on the hillbilly and a little 
of Edgar Bergen in that he works 
with a ventriloquial dummy (called 
New Deal) throughout the narrative. 
In both directions Terhune, besides 
giving a very likable accounting, is 
reminiscent of recent radio click- 
eroos. 

Film also discloses Al Pearce (of 
the Ford program) as a pantomimic 
performer of some promise. This 
vet radioite can mug for the camera. 
Arlene Harris, from that same radio 
program, also tosses over a sample 
of her chatterbox routine. Exhibs 
should not overlook the exploitation 
values of the Pearce-Harris duo in 
plugging this film. They are better 
known to some of the public than 
others in the cast whom theatre men 
might be prone to underline more 
heavily. 

Regan is pleasant and believable 
as the agent and moves into a song 
or two himself. Unfettering a tenor, 
so that he doesn’t have to imperson- 
ate one, is rather an innovation in 
radio stories on the screen. His be- 
ing opposite Miss Langford keeps 
the love beat well sustained. Lat- 
ter, as the warbling ingenue, looks 
good as photographed and plows into 
her numbers with authority. 

Edward Brophy is the inevitable 
sponsor. Hollywood’s conception of 
sponsors runs to the comic cartoon 
species. Brophy plays an ex-convict 
who has given up slot machines for 
soap. He has high blood pressure 
and a low LQ. It is a laugh set-up 
that Brophy carries with experienced 
muggery. Hoilywood never seems 
aware of the advertising agency, but 
perhaps that would merely clutter 
up the story. Besides which film 
fans want to retain their illusions. 

Picture takes its title from the 
Lucky Strike air program and the 
Carl Hoff orchestra from that com- 
mercial is one of the three instru- 
mental groups in the film. Others are 
Duke Ellington and Eddie Duchin. 
Orchestral interpolations are well 
photographed and recorded. 

Tice Toe Girls sing harmony in one 
of the production numbers. A vaude- 
ville act, The Gentle Maniacs. are 
picked up doing knockabout hoke in 
a honky-tonk to which the talent 
scout comes. George Givot is pro- 
prietor of the joint, Bill Demarest, a 
parole officer, seeking the jumper. 

Inez Courtney does a telephone op- 
erator routine in and out through the 
picture. Pert Kelton’s role is nega- 
tive, but she isn’t. Sammy White has 
a bit and Louise Henry is appro- 
priately meowish, as called for by 
the story. 

Three of the tunes have an ear- 
impressing lilt, notably ‘Was It Rain,’ 
‘Jungle Rhythm’ and ‘Love Is Good 
for Anything That. Ails You.’ 

Dill’s Best Tobacco program's Pick 
and Pat (also billed under their 
Maxwell Show Boat title of Molas- 
ses and January) tell some gags, Ed 
Thorgeson does a quickie. Sayle 
Taylor (‘Voice of Experience’), who 
has done shorts, is photographed 
without a mask or an identity shield- 
ing shadow for the first time. There’s 








also a hoke hillbilly duo named 
Oscare and Elmer. Land. 








Miniature Reviews 


‘Kid Galahad’ (WB). Good 
prizefight picture, with action, 
melodrama and names. Un- 
usual in that women will also 
like it. 

‘Hit Parade’ (Republic). An 
array of radio names and breezy 





entertainment. Okay for ‘A’ 
time. 

‘This Is My .Affair’ (20th). 
Robert Taylor and Barbara 


Stanwyck plus Victor McLaglen 


should push this slow-paced 
historical melodrama to fair 
results. 

‘Pick a Star’ (MG). Part 


farce, part comedy, part musi- 
cal and three-parts dull, sans 


marquee. For duals. 

‘Wings Over Honolulu’ (U). 
Better-than-average flying ro- 
mancer. With Wendy Barrie 
and Ray Milland. 

‘Under the Red Robe’ (20th- 


Fox). Gripping meller of 
swashbuckling era; weak 


marquee names will mean 
duals in most first-runs. 
‘Big Business’ (20th). An- 


other edition of the Jones fam- 


ily series. For lower-deck 
duals. 
‘What Price Vengeance?’ 


(State Rights). Cop and robbers 
fable which starts off as a 
shocker and lapses into a series 
of dull stock situations. 

‘Case of the Stuttering 
Bishop’ (WB). Another of 
Perry Mason pics, with Donald 
Woods in the lead. For the 
upper and lowers. 

‘Girl from Scotland Yard’ 
(Par). Weak thriller. Only 
for the back seat on duals. 











This Is My Affair 


(WITH SONGS) 

Twentieth Century-Fox release of a 
Darryl! Zanuck production. Associate pro- 
ducer, Kenneth MacGofan. Stars Robert 
Taylor and Barbara Stanwyck. Feature, 
Victor McLaglen, Brian Donlevy. Sidne, 
Blackmer, Frank Conroy, Robert McWade, 
Douglas Fowley, Sig Rumann, John Carra- 
dine. Directed by William A. Seiter. Screen- 
play, Allen Rivkin and Lamar Trotti: music 
and lyrics, Mack Gordon and Harry Revel; 
film editor, Allen MeNeil; camera, Robert 
Planck. At Music Hall, N. Y., week May 
27, "37. Running time, 99 mins. 


Fe. A ee Robert Taylor 
ESE Erect vt ap ddecescs Barbara Stanwyck 
TOR MOM .ciscscccccsss Victor MeLaglen 
Datighe DUryOR so sesccccstes Brian Donlevy 


President Theodore Roosevelt........... 
Sidney Blackmer 


Wet bveercesveses WO ds dae dad od John Carradine 
WOO TOC. cove ccentéecegeucd Alan Dinehart 
Beeb eccaccearesccsacedehis Douglas Fowley 
Admiral Dewey............ Robert MeWade 
President William McKinley..Frank Conroy 
Cs nbsp ccorcocdvaestidcr s+. Sle RUSS 
Miss Blackburn............Marjorie Weaver 
a re Ore I. (. Nugent 
Specialty.....scess Se bede Uso. Tyler Brooke 





One of those pictures where the 
stars are called upon to hurdle the 
handic ps the story puts in their 
path. Narrative is slow and weak in 
comparison to its cast, but shouldn't 
have any trouble reaching the fair 
b. o. class. © 

‘This Is My Affair’ is something of 
a G-Man story in a costume setting. 
Period is the early 1900’s, when Mc- 
Kinley was president and the girls 
wore bustles. It will take exploita- 
tion as celluloid-history, including, 
besides Frank Conroy’s McKinley, a 
crackerjack impression of Teddy 
Roosevelt, then v. p., by Sydney 
Blackmer. Plot is purported to be 
based on a true incident, which 
should also help in the selling. 

The gangster-like plot, and the 
costumes, are what mitigate the 
screen play; makes it appear ev- 
treme ious at times because the 
mental comparison with some of the 
swiftly paced films on modern rack- 

e ing is inevitable. 
Production, direction, casting and 
Enstosrephy are pretty near perfect. 
rt Taylor is a naval officer 
especially commissioned by the Presi- 
dent to uncover a syndicate of bank 
robbers. He acquits himself credit- 
ably. But it’s Miss Stanwyck who 
has the most flattering spot in the 
film. She’s practically the only 
femme to hit the sound track; the 
fashions suit her and she isn’t per- 
mitted to cry as much as in some 
previous screen appearances. Gor- 
don and Revel also have provided 
her with a mild little ballad, ‘I Hum 
a Waltz,’ which suits her untrained 
voice, in the music hall scenes. 

Miss Stanwyck is the half-sister of 
Brian Donlevy, bank-robber partner 
to Victor McLaglen. Latter, who 
suffers in the early footage from 
over-careful makeup, goes for the 
singing star of his cover-up midwest 
music hall, laying the groundwork 
for a feud with Taylor when the lat- 
ter breaks into the gang. At the 
finish there’s acute suspense when 
Miss Stanwyck a als to Roosevelt, 
who has succeeded to the presidency 
upon McKinley’s assassination, to 
save Taylor's life. Latter’s mission 
has been known only to McKinley 
and, when Taylor is arrested and 
convicted with McLaglen to hang, 
McKinley stays his deliverance un- 
til Taylor can worm from McLaglen 


the names of those who provided the 
bank vault combination. McKinley's 
death practically dooms Taylor, but 

— issues the last minute par- 
on. 

Performances in the picture are 
generally swell, with Blackmer’s 
Roosevelt top. His portrayal of the 
immortal Teddy is one of the best to 
|reach the screen thus far; a studied 
| but honest impersonation. Conroy’s 
McKinley is also excellent. Another 
good job on the historical side comes 





|from Robert McWade as Admiral 
Dewey. 
In directing William A. Seiter 


| 


| 


missed a bet by not giving Tyler 
Brooke some _ closeups. Singer- 
dancer leads the music hall beef- 
trust numbers and is one of the pic- 
ture’s entertainment highlights, 
though his mugg is hardly distin- 
guishable because of the long range 
focus. Rest of the cast, though some 
are important players, mainly in for 
bits, and each one flatters the dialog. 


Scho. 
PICK A STAR 
(WITH SONGS) 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer release of tial 


Roach production, Features Patsy IWwelly, 
Jack Haley, Rosina Lawrence, Mischa 
Auer, Lyvyda Roberti, Laurel and Hardy. 
Directed by Edward Sedgwick. Original 
siory and sereen play, Richard Flournoy, 
Arthur Vernon Jenes and Thomas J. lu 
gan; camera, Norbert Brodine; music and 
Ivries, Fred Stryker and Johnny Lun 
title sone by R \ Anderson At Capitol 
N Y.. week May 2S, °37 Running time, 
76 mins 
Nellie Moore ..Patsy Kelly 
Joe Jenkins.. , ..-- vack Haley 
Cecilia Moore .. Rosina Lawrence 
Rinaldo Lopez ‘ Mischa Auer 
Dagmar.... -.eeeLyda Roberti 
Mr. Klawheimer.. .. Charles Halton 
Dimitri Howan.................Tom Dugan 
Mr. Stone... .. Russell Hicks 
Night Club M. © Cully Richards 
a ..- Spencer Charters 
TEER Ce wc accecssccveesvicsescssmam Adams 
Head Waiter........+- .. Robert Glechler 
Newly weds..........-- Joyce Compten and 
Johnny Arthur 
ne OPE PEE CEC Te James Finlayson 
PG tchkreeedsbcekeaseut ...-Walter Lone 
Aasistant Director...........- Wesley Barry 
A er Johnny Hyams 
Mra. MeCGregor..............Leila Melptyre 


BOY « cocvccccsdctcecceeneseeses Benny Burt 
Movie Stars ....--Laurel and Hardy 


This picture is neither comedy, 
jrama, musical nor good red herring. 
It has moments of each, but too few 
in any specific department. It lacks 
class, and mostly represents just a 
big jumble. Secondary feature which 
will need all the exploitation it can 
get as suggested in the title. 


Story is the hackneyed theme of 
the thrown-for-a-loss gal who even- 
tually snags stardom in pictures. 
While not precisely worn to a frazzle, 
yarn still is not prettied up enough 
in new toggery to appear crisp. 

Young Iowa girl is duped in a 
‘Hollywood contest,’ but manages to 
reach the Coast where her heart- 
heaver has preceded to clear her 
path. She is detoured from denoue- 
ment by going for the exaggerated 
front of a stgr hambo, but after spot- 
ting his true tint she slips back to 
Mr. Right. All this before she bowls 
the bosses via a screen test. 


Rosina Lawrence, in the biggest. 
part she has yet had, is an attractive 
heroine and a demure ingenue. Jack 
Haley is the juve. Not a happy fol- 
lowing for him after his click in 
‘Wake Up and Live.’ Mischa Auer 
gives more than he gets as the ham 
film star. Job of -— laughs has 
been assigned Pa elly as the 
heroine’s side-kick. Laurel and Hardy 
are a comedy team working in pix, 
and Lyda Roberti is present only for 
a bit. 

A production number is sand- 
wiched in on excuse that the party 
is viewing filming of a gigantic 
musical. While far from impressive, 
number pads out. The one song, 
‘Pick a Star,’ is given several re- 
prises by Miss Lawrence, who 
sounds sweet and oke. 

Direction is standard and camera 
$0-so. Bert. 


FIGHTING PLAYBOY 


J. H. Hoffberg release of Northern Films- 
Kenneth J. Bishop production. Features 
Nick Stuart and Lucille Browne. Directed 
by Robert F. Hill; story, Alex Phillip; 
adaptation, Arthur Hoerl; camera, William 
J. Beckway; sound, Joseph Brotherton. At 
Colonial, Lincoln, Neb. Running time, 50 





mins, 

er rrrrrrr Ty? tt Terit tl tit Nick Stuart 

COMIC. .cccccccscvceccerserce Lucille Browne 

POCA ccccccccccseeapessees James Magrath 

GEIB ccc tcvccrcdnecessccccses Robert Web 
.......Michael Heppetl 


’ Middleton Evans 

edbovegeosecenl A. Legge Willia 

pS EO OS Perre re ere a's éooan MeNetll 
Keginald Hincks | 


Quickie production with little 
chance of playing time generally, 


(and short to a point of poverty in 


entertainment value. ‘Fighting Play- 
boy’ is a new title erected over 
a little known yarn, ‘The Crimson 
West,’ by Alex Phillip. 

Nick Stuart, never very formidable 
at the b. o., garners top billing with 
Lucille Browne, who has never 
worked away from the indies. Direc- 
tion is feeble and sets, those indoors, 
trashy to the point of comparing 
with scenic efforts in tent rep. With 
but few instances, most of the credit 
rests with Stuart. 

Story is about a playboy disowned 
by his father for nightly carousing. 
Goes into the Canadian north woods 





and carves out a future, a big job 
and a bride. Barn, 


= 


Wings Over Honolulu 


Universal release of Charles S. Rogers 
production. Features Wendy Barrie and 
tay Milland. Directed by H. C. Potter. 
Screen play, Isabel Dawn and Boyce Dee 
Gaw, from story by Mildred Cram: camera, 
Joseph Valentine; musical direction, Charles 
Previn; editor, Maurice Wright. At Foxy, 
N. Y¥,, week May 28, 'S7. Running time, 
7S mins, 


MUPEINS, CUPEIB. cccciedsccccs Wendy Barrie 
Lieut, Stony Gilchrist......... Ray Milland 
Lieut. Jack Furness....... William Gargan 
Gregory Chandler........ceece- Kent Taylor 
Ros.lind Furness............ Polly Knowles 






Admiral Furness. .,. -.. Samuel S$. Hinds 
Hattie Penletter........,......Mary Philips 
Nellic Curtis........+++..Margaret McWade 
dk MCT Te eee Clara Blandick 
I ch Mines cee vesbece Louise Beavers 
Caroline. .......eceeeeeee....d0¥ce Compton 





Granted that films depicting mili- 
tary aviation have been overdone, 
‘Wings Over Honolulu’ seems good 
enough to justify one more some- 
what routine flight. Little that is 
particularly invigorating in the story 
and its exposition, but it is a hand- 
some job by director, cameraman 
and cast, and as such should find a 
satisfactory place on the screens. 


Featuring two pleasant and tal- 
ented players in endy Barrie and 
Ray Milland, story travels some 


familiar paths in the winning of a 
southern belle by a young naval 
airman. On their wedding day 
Lieut. Gilchrist is ordered to Hawaii, 
his bride following him later by boat. 
Naval life for the pair is no cinch, 
for Gilchrist is forever being sent 
away on maneuvers with the fleet. 
Climax is reached when the girl's 
old beau, Gregory Chandler, arrives 
on his yacht. The bride decides to 
attend a party on the yacht, the boy 
follows in a new naval plane which 
he cracks up in the harbor and he’s 
tried by courtmartial. The wife 
persuades the admiral to drop the 
charges and everything is okay. 
Miss Barrie has the best role of 
her film career in this picture and 
plays it effectively. Milland, who 
scored in “Three Smart Girls,’ is lik- 
able as the aviator. Kent Smith is 
the mild menace, while William Gar- 
gan, Polly Knowles (an effective 
newcomer who will bear watching) 
and Samuel S. Hinds contribute good 
work in lesser roles. Mary Philips 
is also present in a puzzling part 
that gives evidence of having been 
cut until it adds up to nothing. 

H. C. Potter’s direction is good 
throughout, as is the camera work, 
with some superb tropical exteriors. 
Isabel Dawn and Boyce DeGaw, 
adapters of the Mildred Cram story, 
have turned out a workmanlike, if 
uninspired, script. Rowl. 


Under the Red Robe 


(BRITISH MADE) 


Twentieth-Fox release of Robert T. Kane 
production. Stars Annabella, Conrad Veidt; 
features Raymond Massey, Romney Lrent, 
Lawrence Grant, Sophie Stewart. Directed 
by Victor Seastrom. Screen play by Lajos 
Biro, Philip Lindsay, J. L. Hodson. Adapt- 
ed from novel by Stanley J. Weyman and 
play by Edward Rove; scenario, Arthur 
Wimperis; dialog director, Romney Brent; 
costumes, Rene Hubert; score, Arthur Ben- 


jamin; musical director, Muir Mathieson; 
camera, George Perinal, James Wong 
Howe; production manager, Leslie F. 
Baer, At Little Carnegie, N. Y., week 
May 31, ‘37. Running time, 80 mics. 

GH de Berawlt...isccdeseseess Conrad Veidt 
Lady Margwerite. ivscccccccsccess Annabelia 
Cardinal Riechelieu........ Raymond Massey 
Ras bdbeoss cer aeeesedoves Romney rent 
Duchess of Foix.............Sophie Stewart 
Duke of Foix......6e+. F, Wyndham Goldie 
Father Joseph. ....seeceese Lawrence Grant 
CIO. -ccccccvcccccessosoese Baliol Holloway 
TiOUIS..ccccccccecccceosesess Shale Gardner 
PICTIE. ccccrcccccccecesevesess Frank Damer 
DOAN, cccccccccccvvecseccesonss James Regan 
ROD. ccc dcncseeces CO0eceeorss Iedie Martin 
Court Nomsignac..cccccecccee Haddon Mason 
Baron Breteutt....66.-.....J. Visher White 
CAVE co cvtcose reve TT TPPE Teeter Ben Soutten 
Dbewt. Brimmae.seccccccesss/ Anthony Eustrel 
Capt. Rivarolte.......66..- Desmond Roberts 
Cam. at Castle....6.....++-.Ralph Truman 


hows. G6 Camties sccccscsesvecess Eric Hales 


Considering its only moderate suc- 
cess as a legit show and that it may 
be automatically and erroneously 
tabbed as a costume prdouction, ‘Un- 
der the Red Robe’ turns out to be 
surpzisingly fine entertainment. It 
may not stand alone, excepting in 
arty houses, but it is strong dual 
fare, and it definitely forwards the 
sereen career of Annabella, French 
star, whom 20th-Fox has headed for 
stellar films on this side. 

Annabella seems to have arrived 
beyond all doubt in this vehicle. 
She photographs superbly, acts like 
a trouper of the first water, and only 
in her lightly intoned speeches is 
there any difficulty about under- 
standing her English. Both in her 
love sequences and her dramatic 
moments, the comely French actress 
comes through with few flaws. 

Twentieth-Fox got this one from 
Robert T. Kane’s Denham studios, 
England. As a consequence, it has 
largely an all-English cast, with only 
Conrad Veidt and Romney Brent as 
names recognizable by American 
picture patrons. This means that the 
exhibitor will have to drum up in- 
terest by plugging it as a melodrama 
of the swashbuckling ‘Three Mus- 
keteers’ school. It will live up to 
that billing, and should be helped by 
word of mouth. 

Kane has given the film fine back- 
grounding and has played safe by 
using Victor Seastrom as director. 
Direction never wastes a move, going 
directly to the point, holding proper 
suspense and mixing droll comedy 
with the exciting and dramatic mo- 


ments. 

Conrad Veidt, the “black death’ 
and chief undercover killer for Car- 
dinal Richelieu, starts on his quest 





(Continued on page 23) 
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PARAMOUNT'S 


THE LAST TRAIN 
FROM MADRID” 


ey 4 : - : sin Screen Scoop as Paramount 


transforms blazing headlines into 



























the first action-jammed love drama 


of the Spanish Civil War! 





Madrid’s War-Time Commandante (Lionel Atwill) holds life and death in his grip as he 
doles out few precious passes to clamoring thousands for the last train to... life. liberty and love! 




















| 7. d aa 


‘ : 
Death in the Afternoon ...or Love at Shattering Shells Echo Their Lasting Death Before Dishonor! ... Gilbert Newshawk Finds Love at the Front! 
Night! “?, Dorothy Lamour and Anthony Devotion!...Helen Mack. as the street Roland, as escaped political prisoner, andj. , Lew Ayres, as the newspaper corre: 
Quinn, sweethearts who place their love even girl, and Robert Cummings, cowardly de- his inamorata, Karen Morley, smuggle spondent, and Olympe Bradna, as the little 
above life itself! serter, whose courage isrenewedinherlove. aboard the Jast train from Madrid! fighter of the dread Women’s Battalion! 





a * k = 3. Me 





“THE LAST TRAIN FROM MADRID “uin porothy Lamour» Lew Ayres 


Gilbert Roland «Karen Morley * Lionel Atwill * Helen Mack + Olympe Bradna + Anthony Quinn 


Screen Play by Lovis Stevens and Robert Wyler - Based on a Story by Paul Hervey Fox and Elsie Fox » A Paramount Picture - Directed by James Hogan 
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WrEK - 
OF ae 
TITLE — _ 
RELEASE PRODUCER DI = 
or ~ 7 -% STRIB, TYPE ————s 
J / a par oa ° 
4 16. 37 TWO WHO DARED a ln aie : TALENT DIRECT WHEN 
MAN IN TH E. Frenk = ated TI VIE 
ROM . E MIRROR |. Frenke GN = - ME REVIEWED 
EO AND JULIET J. Hagen “ Drama = = ae MINS. BY V: amt 
ata an OUT WEST I. Thalberg ...5 Comedy F Fg th hea ag FE. Frenk “- ta 
ULS F OL -- H. ‘ \ x, R Cr me Bee orton-G. T : x ren ce = 
INTERNES dasew Sai tee H Pg cor MGM Pome ren Shearer-How A gos M. Elvey 
OUTCASTS OF AKE MONEY B. GI: man Par Wes Oy Laurel-Hardy G. Cukor “ 
GUNS IN THE DARK R Sisk. Par Roa William Boyd J. Horne (li 
NAVY BI | A. W Ha ke] ala Western McCrea-Stanwyck N. Watt 78 — 
STEP LIVEI Y. JEE a B Kelly _ Rep Western P. Foster-J. Muir A. Santell 17 ® 
LE onder! ; av ES “¢ , Rep Renate Se J. M. Bro C. Cabanne : » 12 
TH ET THEM LIVE J. Stone 20th Comedy D. Parcell.W wn S. Newfiel 70 5/5 
AT MAWS HERE AGAIN E. Grainger U — * atten hing Sea R. Staub 
i.) ae “ = & DAY ba. WB P einne J. Barrett-J. How ge Gray E. Forde - 5/12 
4 23/37 I PROMISE TO PAY - a WB Comedy Mg sass th stant y 3 py ° 4/7 
SPEED TO SPARE M. Connolly ‘aa Seah a. j aviland-Ian Hunter _ ene 60 4/21 
THUNDER IN THE CITY R. Cohn Cel Drama Cc Stew ag? ERE OH reese rs 89 5/12 
SILENT BARRIERS Atlantic ye Melodrama . © Quigie Mack-Carrille D.R ‘2. - : ? 
wary oF THE SEA “ ae cn a E. G pelo eg . . . ean 68 3/3 — 
a LD SOAK ° riedgen “ - rama aE son-L,. Deste eo >r . 
NOBODY’S BABY H. Stromberg one Outdoor . Arlen-L. Palmer ~ et Ins 86 4/28 
—— OF GAMBLERS ny Roach MGM pois Ww pa eh hy asswell R Bowen von R? 3 31 
JOMAN ce . Florey oe “omedy : ry-J. Beech . Friedgen wre 
HIT P: ; ve A. ‘gates Par ean : _P. Kelly-R. Prencten-vee 24 R. Thorpe > 
WAKE ABADE , ving RKO nag 5 A. Tamiroff-L. Nol: td G. Mein 6: 4/28 
AKE UP AND LIVE | -" Levine Rep tom-Dr Muni-H olan-C, Trevor — Robert F! ae 67 5/26 
waak Gar tae BOY : MacGowan 20th Musical F. Langfor ‘+e A. Lity a . 
POF THE TOWN A. Korda UA Musical Winchell-Bernie-F Regan G. Meins R5 4/21 
NIGHT KEY L. Brock U Outdoor W. E. Hall rnie-Faye-Haley S Is ak 80 6/2 
va MOUNTAIN JUSTICE R. Presnell bo Musical = Seah nygensoed J. Williams R. eee 91 4/28 
20 / ss in Satie Se a - ystery -G. Murphy-H. aherty | 
4/30/37 CRIMINALS OF THE AIR bidet WB PF a a Pig mae bee~2. — i pho ye 86 4 ; 
. JUGGERNAUT ° Col Col OME x. Brent-J. Hutchinson a, Raethe: 68 4 7 
sue ae gl FALL J. Hagen GN FR me Cc Quigley “" a 6a urtiz $2 ae 
YOU CANT BUY LUCK.” L McCure MGM Soman Boris Pe nog Cc. C, Coleman ms - 
ROOTIN’ LUCK Page +7 aleigl Par . “ R. Montgomery- H. Edwards 
ut TOOTIN’ RHYTHM M. Cohen RKO Comedy V. Mo ry-R. Russell J. W. Rul 
erty FROM LOVE A. Schaefer Rep Comedy 0. hah Bondi 7 McCarey 115 5/5 
HAT I MAY LIVE L. Landau 20th Western Gene A “a Mack L. Lar d > <4 91 5/12 
A STAR IS 7 S. Wurtze Rom-Con ° ie Autry-Armida oes 61 - 
KNIG BORN el 20th 1 G. Stuart-M. W M. E. Wright 5/19 
can :HT WITHOUT ARMOR D. Selznick UA Rom-Dr R. Hudson-Ro Whalen E. Forde 
ORNIA STRAIGHT AHEAD A. Korda UA = pmo ee ee Allan Dwi 
— MELODY FOR TWO ; T. Carr U yeh icusioh- tment WwW Wellman 70 5/1 
-_ 7 T 6 bd « — 
5/7,/3% FRAME UP ee WB Musical a: Wavee-k. calanee 4, Revest All 2 
THEY GAVE HIM A GUN R. Cohn mad J. Melton-P, Ellis Pog 6s 
SHALL WE DANCE? se H. Rapf MGM Com-Dr P Kellv- tele hl — ing 60 5/26 
GUN SMOKE RANCH P. Berman RKC Rom-Dr 8. Tracy y-J. Wells SO ee ree chetioeal 
GUN er OF STIRRUP BASIN S. Siegel ng sr S, yp dose ae George WwW. s etersoen 60 
SAFE M te A. W. Hack ester Astaire-Regers a gs ero Me 9: 
IT SAPPENED OUT a N. (F ommnog = Western W. Kivingstes ees 1 ; + 
WOMAN CHASES MAN S. Lesser *om-Dr A y Steele . Kane 2 
I ss A. M ‘ Ss. 1 
AS GOOD AS apd S. Goldwyn [ Western P. ar agers Young E. a cin 
En ee PRINCE AND PAUPER E. M. Asher U PS penenc A ~~‘ ir Mo “a Arthur H te 84 5/3 
/ om-Dr s-McCrea ~ ' 
5/14/37 VENUS MAKES TROUBLE pos WB Rom-Dr. x. Flynn. Magen $e ca Busse 70 
a TENTH MAN _ W. McDonald Col Com-Dr - cial Be bhcboare Ww. Keighley + 5/26 
eameaiarree cunt Abate Une = Drama J. Dunn-P. Ellis —, ae 6/12 
TURN OFF THE MOO! ie hae GN Musical John Lodge-A. Cellier B.D Hae 58 / 
: MOON vo Oy SOe MGM Beniamino Gis . D. Hurst 5/19 
BEHIND HEADLIN Miss Fanchon Melodrama ME no Gigli St: rs 
AFFAIRS OF CAPP} — Cliff Rei Par Comedy M. Evans-H, Daniell anley Irving 
Y RICKS eid RKO . C. Ruggles-E , G. Sietz 
MICHAEL O’HALLO B. Keily Com-Dr ). Whitney Netz 
4 RAN rt Rep , Lee Tracy-D. Gibson Lew Seiler 
Cuees Bostrt sl MYSTERY y Bekiom Rep ii ene Brian R. Rosson he 5/26 
LOVE FROM A STRANGER > a 20th ret j, Derwslea. Rameau Carl Brown 
OH, DOCTOR E ‘aeetene UA ae nara ; w. Rogers-L. Drakeor J. Tinting 65 
CHEROKEE STRIP . Grainger U C eae A. Harding-B. Rathben J. Cruze 
: DRAEGERMAN COURAGE WR WB ee E. E. Horton-Eve Arden Pe Lee 8 
5/21 /37 B. Foy WB — D. Foran-J. Bry Ray McCarey 7 4/21 
DEVIL IS DRIVING Rom-Com 3. Muir-B. Macion Noel Smith 
SING, COWBOY, SING aah Col Meller Beste. ne Louis King ae 6/2 
DAY AT THE RACES L. Bdont A GN Western R. Dix-J. Perry 59 5/26 
PICK A STAR Weingarten MGM Rom-Co Tex Ritter H. Lachman 
‘Hal Roach  - MGM Musi * ate Berek R. N. Bradbury 
_Nigut OF MYSTERY “ ie sica J. Haley-P. Kelly-Laurel and S. Wood 
COME age Rt W. Sist Far Musical R wares B. Sedgyet 16 6/ 
CHARL ON, COWBOYS Sol si rom RKO Comedy G.Raym Karns-H. Burgess ™ 2 
IE CHAN AT OLYMPICS iegel Re es . Raymond-A, Sothern-B . A. Dupont 
WINGS O J. Sto Western B. Li . Holmes B 16 
VER HONOLULU EM ne 20¢ Mystery - Livingston-R. Corrigan en Holmes 
: THE GO GETTER . ae U Rom-Dr -" hte de Mille iH Pag tone 
/ s Ww . Milland-W. ° « um’st 
/28/37 LEAGUE OF FRIGHTENED MEN : ae a. Breath beeen H.C. Potter 7 5/26 
HOLLYWOOD COWBOY — a Ga Col eceahin Ss B. Berkeley 4 6/2 
1 MET HIM 1S PARIS GC Cy 
FAIR ‘ ar Cc Vogt n-C. Parker-E, § , en 
UNDER THE RED ROBE K. MacGowan 20th Siok C. Colbert-Melvyn edaien” Ewing Scott 
DREAMING LIPS 5s —- 20th Drama R. Taylor-B. Stanw yek- or Ruggles R71 
THE MAN IN BLUE - Pps UA Paws A o* Veidt-R. Massey Vv. Fn ‘Seiter 99 6/2 
—— KID GALLAHAD . Glasmon U Melodrama ¢. Bergner-R, Massey Pa eastrom 100 ‘ 
6/4/37 6 eae WB WE D R. Wilcox-N. Grey aul Czinner 70 6/2 
RECKLESS RANGER oan ri E. G. Robinson-B, D: M. Carruth 5/26 
TALK OF . Col : $$ n-B, Davis M. Curti: 60 
THE DEVIL B & Col Western B . et oe hi Se urtiz 100 6/ 
BANK ALARM . & D. GB Rom-Dr ob Allen-B. Weeks . o. - ‘2 
PARNELL Condor GN Melodram: R. Cortez-S. Eilers - G. Bennett —_— —— 
HOTEL HAYWIRE J. Stahl MGM Some” Conrad Nagel Cart nee 16 
MISSU Pai om-Di C. Gabi Louis Gasnie 5/19 
DOOM S AMERICA Al Lewi Par Comedy . - yable-Myrna Loy John St al 63 
, ED AT SUNDOWN Pe ewis RKO Comedie - nena Overman G. Arch ta q 
NGEL’S HOLIDAY a ackel Rep Wester . Broderick-V. Moore Seeasnn ainbaud 64 
THE CALIFORNIAN . Stone 20th natn Buu Steele eph Santley 
WHEN THIEF MEE Sol Lesser rama J. Withers-R Sam Newfield 
THE A ta Criterion ry Western Richard kiteateanehe Cort James Tinling 4 
pa - CASE OF STUTTERING BISHOP ty Rom-Dr D. Fairbanks, Jr.-V. H haber gous, Meine 5/26 
sae sy B é s. C 5 : ou alsh 
/ 4/84 cup ROARING TIMBER erent, see _Wwse_Mystery . Wendehan, frernk Ray McCarey 
aa cat CANDLESTICKS tp tee Col Gubdoss = _- He Clgmens 70 82 
REAT GAMBINI . Considine MGM Jack Holt-G. Bradley $e: ” 
Rom- 
TOAST OF NEW YORK B. P. Schulberg Par M ym-Dr Powell-Rainer y Phil Rosen 
IT COULD HAPPEN TO YOU E. Small RKO — A. Tamiroff-J. Trent G. FRamaurice 
LOVE IN A BUNGALOW ats Fists Rep Rom-D E. Arnold-C, Grant haha zal 
SLIM . M. Asher a A. Baxter-A. L . Vv. Lee 
8is/a7 a BLAZING SIXES WB om — om N. Grey-K. oo hae Bante 
37 Lah maces EF - B na P. O’Brien-H. F . ay McCarey | 
MAR WO FISTED SHERIFF _—“"x a D. Foran-H. Valkis R.. Enright ry 
ARRIED BEFORE BREAKFAST a. 1, Becker Col Wester ae ___ Noel Smith 
ORTH OF RIO GRANDE oe zimbalist OM see! Se C. Starrett-B, Weeks a pring 
OUNTAIN MUSIC rry Sherman oe tha R. Young-Florence Rice zeon Barsha 
RIDING ON AIR Ben Glazer Par cna te Wm. Boyd-Geo. Hayes FE. L. Marin 
RHYTHM IN THE C David Loew Comedy B. Burns-Martha Ra Nate Watt 
YODELIN’ LOUDS A RKO Comedy s-Martha Raye Cc isner 
IN’ KID FROM PINE. RIDGE > 5 eer Rep Musical vo ere E. Sedgwick 
A ‘ ~~ . chaeter ‘ . P. E ic W .. BeCALZwic 
WALT ouaweann ESCAPES Ré xs Samiiien Rep Western Gene A llis-W. Hull John H. Aue 
S ACADEMY AWARD org 20th Comedy utry-B, Bronson J 
REVUE : W. Disney UA Co +s M. Whalen-G. Stuart E oe Kane 
THE ROAD BACK J. Whal —— Cartoon a Nai ha 63 
J. ale- U _— . Disney 
FLY AWAY BABY E. Grainger rama J. King-L. Blake-N. Beery 
; —y nad _ WHITE BONDAGE WB WB Cintas ry ry, Jr. James Whale 
25 37 A ey ag” Oo ey ee Cee Sees wB Dram . Farrell-B. MacLane F . 
A DAY AT THE RACES ae . Jean Muir-G. Oliver . McDonald 
LAST TRAIN FROM MADRID L. Weingarten MGM Comed . Nick Grinde 
A LAW MAN IS BOR G. M. Arthur Ser mec) Marx Bros. 
N Dra 
BORDER CAFE A. W. Hackel Rep We “wee L. Ayres-D. Lamour Sam Wood ™ 
SING AND BE H Bob Sisk RK —s J. M. Brown-l. M J. Hogan 
4 APPY M 7 oO Weste ’ eredith Sz 
ANOTHER DAWN M. H. Feid 20th Musi . J. Beal-H. Carey-Armida am Newfield 
WB WB ; usical J. Davis-A. Marin Lew Landers 
; tom-Dr K. Francis-E. Flyn 2 
F — ‘ an W. Dieterle 
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THE PICTURE THE WORLD | 
ISTALKING ABOUT DEFIES 
WEEK-END HEAT-WAVES 
AS PUBLIC ACCLAINS =§_ a_i , 
| ITS GREAT STARS IN | 
| THEIR GREATEST ROLES! AYLU 3 


BARBARA 4 
















































VICTUR McLAGLEN 


and Brian Donlevy, Sidney Blackmer, John 
Carradine, Alan Dinehart, Douglas Fowley, a 
Robert McWade, Frank Conroy, Sig Rumann 


Directed by William A. Seiter 
THE KEYSTONE Associate Producer Kenneth Macgowan. Story and screen 


OF YOUR FUTURE pisy by Allen Rivkin and Lamar Trott 





Songs of mood and P) 


motion by Gordon & Revel. Dances staged by Jack Haske 
co 
Darryl! F. Zanuck fi 
Charge of Production sh 








win 
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Color at CAseroade 





(Continued from page 59 





for the 1937-38 program, although 
studio has dickers on with Techni- 
color. 

20th- Fox — no color features 
planned. 

Paramount—will make ‘Ebb-Tide’ 
in Technicolor, plus one other, 

Radio—will make no color fea- 
tures, although ‘Victoria the Great,’ 





Herbert Wilcox British-made pic for | 


RKO-Radio release in this country, 
will have a climax of pageant scenes 
in around 1,000 feet of color, 


no color pictures 





Universal—has 
skeded. 

Warners—will make three big 
color features, “Adventures of Robin 
Hood,’ ‘Gold Is Where You Find It,’ 
and ‘Valley of the Giants,’ with a 
possibility that “The Desert Song’ 
also may be tinted if the right stars 
can be obtained. 

Samuel Goldwyn—has gone over- 
board on color to a greater_extent 
than any of his competitors. Gold- 


wyn features in Technicolor include | 


‘The Goldwyn Follies,’ “The Real 
Glory,’ and ‘You Can Be Beautiful,’ 
with further announcements _ to 
come. 


| 


takes, 
ule.’ 


We worked on a fast sched- 


As to technical difficulties, Cum- | 


mings says that he made fast pans, 
dolly shots and crane shots with no 
more trouble than in black-and- 
white, and every shot came to the 
screen devoid of blur. 


Fear has been expressed in some | 


quarters that cameramen accustomed 
to the black and white medium 
might not catch on to color require- 
ments in sufficient number to pro- 
vide the needed manpower behind 
the lenses. Fact that ace members 
of the American Society of Cine- 
matographers are alive to the situ- 
ation and are training 
does away with that possible objec- 
tion. Such lensers as Joe Valentine. 
Karl Struss and others have wised 
themselves up on color angles and 


| are abreast of the latest technique. 


| skill. 
| lighting is 





Selznick International—will make} 


‘Nothing Sacred’ in Technicolor and 


is committed to a policy of 50-50 on! 


color and black and white. 

Walter Wanger—has completed 
‘Walter Wanger’s Vogues of 1938’ in 
Technicolor and expects to announce 
further color plans later, 


Tinting for Shorts 


In the independent field it is ex- 
tremely unlikely that any of the 
companies will venture into color. 
Notable that the schedule outlined 


Color photography requires special 
Medium is different. Back 
more important and, 
whereas black-and-white modeling 
is obtained by. highlighting and 
crosslighting, color models itself and 
possesses its own plastic value. 
Making It Look Like It Ain’t 
Industry lighting savants also are 
getting onto the matter of costuming. 
In the old days three or four extra 
pounds might mzake a femme star 
look dumpy. With color she would 
be dressed in the intense colors of 


| the spectrum, red. orange and blue if 


| wyn to color. 


too thin. and in the receding tints, 
blue, indigo or violet, if obese. 
Successful result of the Wanger 
endeavors was what converted Gold- 
‘A Star Is Born’ was 


| probably the most successful applica- 


! 


above is concerned solely. with fea- | 


tures, not shorts. Many, in fact 
most, of the box-office favorites in 
the short subject field are now in 
color, and this business alone is oc- 


cupying a considerable proportion | 


of the combined capacity of all the 
color plants now existing. 

Future is another story. That col- 
or is due for a tremendous build-up 
is not to be questioned, but it’s not 
going to come all at once. Carroll 
Dunning, head of Dunning Process 
Co. and producer of Dunningcolor, 


put it succinctly when he said: 
‘Color will crawl before it walks. 
just like airplanes did. And it’s 


barely learned how to crawl.’ 

Cartoons, travelogs and some short 
subjects are what Dunning calls 
naturals for color. But the topper 
in the color business is, of course, 
the feature, because that’s where 
the glamor and prestige lie. 

There must be some reason why, 
all of a sudden, color has forged to 
the front as one of the important is- 
sues in production. 
lots and in the laboratories brought 
this explanation: 

(1) Producers have learned to 
build color into a.picture instead of 
pictures into color. 
ground, not foreground. 


Inquiry on the) stalled for their film work. Wanger 


| 


tion of color to a feature’ up to its 


time, but ‘Vogues’ is generally con- | 


sidered here to be better. David O. 
Selznick and William Wellman looked 
at ‘Vogues’ and made that pronuncia- 
mento. 

After the first splurge of excite- 
ment was over naturally the industry 
wanted to know ‘Why”’ 

Maybe one word—co-operation—is 
the fairest answer. 

Robert Rilev of Technicolor wet- 
nursed ‘Vogues’ right through from 
start to finish. Ray Rennahan, head 
cameraman, grounded himself thor- 
oughly in the requirements of his 
medium—a policy, by the way, which 
every ace lenser in Hollywood is 
following nowadays. Max Firestein 
was detailed from the Max Factor 
establishment to superintendent the 
make-up. 

Herein lies an essential element of 
color success. Factor devised a 
liquid make-up and tried it out for 
the first time in ‘Vogues.’ Make-up 


‘creates natural tints on the skin, so 


much so that the 17 New York mod- 
els imported here for some of the 
sequences used the same make-up 


|for their social soirees as they in- 


Color is back- | 


(2) Make-up artists have mastered | 
the art of treating face and skin for | 


color work so that they have over- 
come waxiness, lifelessness, the jaun- 
dice effect. 

(3) Camera and lighting equip- 
ment have been perfected to the 
point where costs are no longer pro- 
hibitive. 

(4) Art directors are building 
proper backgrounds into sets—grays 
predominating—with no more scar- 
let divans and bright colored drapes 


that drew attention away from story | 


and principals and, as often as not, 
resulted in smeary blotches. 

(5) Laboratory work has been 

speeded up and made incomparably 
more efficient. 
As Irving Cummings, who directed 
Vogues,’ puts it, the idea, as far as 
color was concerned, used to be ‘let 
Mickey Mouse do it.’ 


Like Museum Pieces 

‘That,’ said Cummings, ‘is why we 
Sot those terrible reds and blues and 
Sreens, players who looked like 
they'd just been dragged out of mu- 
seums. Black and white was better. 

‘In making ‘Vogues’ Wanger did 
not roll a camera until he had put 
in many months of tests. 
self was brought in on a normal 
black-and-white shooting schedule. 
Plenty of saving there. 

‘We treated color as it it were not 
color at all. We 
frighten us. In the entire picture we 
Shot 160,000 feet of film, including 
tests, which was not bad when you 


Picture it- | 


knew he had to have better make-up 
than was seen in any of the preced- 
ing color pix. Device was thus born 


of necessity:- Secret of the new cos- | 


metic. according to Factor, is trans- 
parency, 

Such make-up experts as Bob 
Stephanoff of United Artists, Jack 
Dawn of Metro, Mel Berns cf Radio, 
and Jack Pierce of Universal, were 
summoned into consultation and 
cheered the new lacquer because of 
its time-saving quality. Fifteen min- 
utes for a complete make-up job is 
now considered enough. Stuff has no 
greasepaint base, is impervious to 
perspiration, hides pores and blem- 


ishes. does not rub off. and requires | 


a minimum of retouching. 
Future color productions, in view 


of Cummings. will stress personal- | 


ities instead of backgrounds. Furni- 
ture on sets will be simple, unob- 
truisive. and an effort will be to 
make human values stand out. 

‘All we did in Vogues,’ he pointed 
out. ‘was to frame a black-and-white 
in color.’ 

Carroll lack of 


Dunning sees 


equipment and plant facilities as the | 


principal obstacle to be hurdled be- 
fore color can make black-and-white 
obsolete, some of the enthusiasts 
proclaim today. 

Simple calculation reveals that 
even Technicolor, with its incom- 
parable equipment in machinery and 
technical brains could not process 
as many as 20 features a year, a drop 
in the bucket when placed against 
the 400 to 500 annual industry pro- 


as 


| duction of features, 


didn’t allow it to. 


| 


| quired 
| wood that even 


The Craze Takes Hold 
However, 
such Holly- 


look 


momentum in 
conservatives 


‘to see color achieve what sound did 
consider that a black-and-white fea- | 


a few years ago and relegate black- 


ture often uses up 250,000 to 300,000 | and-white to the ash heap in two 
— Cost of raw film has always | years or so. Dispassionate glance at 
vee One of the bugaboos of color. | the existing situation does not ap- 


We had only a day and a half of re- 


pear to bear out this belief, though 


themselves | 


the color craze has ac: | 
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| tee the record it ought to be said 
‘that a prominent Eastman Kodak 


|Co, executive volunteered such a/ 


| prediction recently. 

| Wanger believes publie opinion 
| will force the switch to color, add- 
ing that the time of mumbo-jumbo 
is over and putting out this state- 
/ment officially: ‘By the beginning of 
_1939 all important motion pictures 
will be produced in color and a 


black-and-white feature will be as | 


archaic as a silent.’ 
Analyzing further, 


to make itself color-conscious. For- 
get about color as such, concentrate 
on entertainment values, and let the 
visual aspects blend naturally, as 
was done with sound—but only after 
much trial and error.’ 

Dunning represents the other end 
of the pendulum of opinion. 

‘Color is class,’ he says, 


Wanger goes, 
on: ‘Hollywood's job is not to try to| 
make the world color-conscious, but | 


‘a pres-| 


tige-builder, but it is far from being | 


the bread-and-butter of the picture 
biz. Big moneymakers will be in 
black-and-white for the most part. 
| Why? Well. who’s going to make 
ithe features? With equipment 
| changing every day, who's going to 
|be daring enough to sink fortunes 
in devices that may be obsolete to- 
morrow? 
, ‘Color alone can’t save a picture, 
/can't make a bad picture good. You 
| can't sell color alone. We've seen 
enough already to prove that.’ 
Goldwyn’s Pastel Plunge 

Color will always cost a lot more 
than black-and-white in expert opin- 
ion. Goldwyn, in making his color 
plunge, said he expected his ‘Gold- 
wyn Follies’ to cost $600,000 above 
the first budget figure of $1,500,000 
and he is believed to be correct. 
But Goldwyn is Goldwyn and many 
a producer would get the jitters 
contemplating the way Goldwyn puts 
out heavy coin. 

One major expense item is that of 
lighting. Color set normally has to 


have three times the lighting power | 


required for a_ black-and-white, 


tion. That is because color repro- 


duction of necessity reduces the area | Tri-States Theatre Corp., A. H. Blank 
light reaches sensi- | Corp., Singer Corp., and Eddie For- 


through which 
tized film. There are still persons 
in the biz who recall the tortures 


undergone by Paul Whiteman and} grawing each Wed. at the Orpheum, 


. : . hapsody | with matinee cards, etc., after spe- 
in Blue’ number of Universal's ‘King | cial investiga 


of Jazz.’ Mechanical equipment has | lobbies a couple 


his band in recording the ‘Rh 


advanced since those days of 1930— 
a century ago in this biz—and set 
lighting has cooled off a great deal. 
| Another important item is shooting 
time. Still another, and probably 
the heaviest individual item, is raw 
film. Ordinary black-and-white raw 
stotk usually costs around eight 
cents a foot for negative and rush 
prints. Technicolor raw film runs 
from 30 to 34c a foot, and including 
| the necessary trebling of footage 
|for three-color negatives, hikes the 
cost, 


Buffalo Okays Banko 


Buffalo, June 1, 


Threatened Buffalo police ban on 
bank nite has been finally lifted by 
an opinion of the Corporation Coun- 
sel to Police Commissioner Higghins 
| that, under the recent ruling of the 
New York State Court of Appeals, 
such give-away plans are legal. 





} 


Police Commissioner 
precinct captains to refrain from in- 
terference with bank nites, so long 
as the plan is conducted in accord- 
ance with the legal 
laid down by the cour’>, 


Ala. ‘Jackpot’ Test 


Montgomery, Ala., June 1. 

Alabama Court of Appeals has 
taken under advisement a suit test- 
ing the legality of theatre ‘jackpots’ 
and ‘bank nights.’ 

Plan, copyrighted by an Alabamian 
and used widely throughout the 
country, provides cash prizes, some- 
times running into several hundred 
dollars, for holders of lucky tickets. 

Suit came to the Court of Appeals 


from Tuscaloosa County, where a 
theatre ‘jackpot’ was held to be a 
lottery, and Cecil B. Grimes, house 


operator, was fined $200. 
No Rest for Joan 
Hollywood, June 1. 
Joan Blondell went into Warners 
‘The Perfect Specimen’ last week. 
after completing ‘Angle Shooter. 
She swung without a day’s 
rest, 


over 


EXPLOITATION SPECIAL 


Hollywood, June 1 
George Bricker has been assigned 
to write an originai 
screen story titled ‘Circulation.’ 


i Bryan Foy will produce. 


hnewspapel 


to 
} : 
obtain the same degree of illumina-| berg, nabe chain and second run ex- 
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county district 





instructed | 


| Rivoli 


is not claimed, 





The Reason Why 





Philadelphia, June 1. 

Al Truell, ad salesmanager 
for 20th-Fox here, got an order 
for a load of posters from an 
upstate chain house. Two days 
later the shipment was re- 
turned. Query to the manager 
for the reason, brought the fol- 
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PHILLY WAITS 
ON NEW TAX 
LAWS 





lowing: a 
‘Because of the hop, step and 
jump method of our booking || Philadelphia, June lL. 
. , ee . | 
office. They hop on a picture, || City Council, at the request of 
we step on the advertising and bite PA a 
|| they jump the picture into an- || *"©°'5* arons, secretary of the 
| other house.’ | United Motion Picture Theatre Own- 
jers. last week postponed for a week 
“ | consideration of five proposed tax 
Nebraska Bank Night | measures which would strike hard 
Batt! F d } at Philly exhibs. 
e ocuse on Aarons’ request for more time to 


Omaha in Final Test 


| 
cits was imperative, but the coun- 
| 
| 
| 


Omaha, June 1. 
Legal controversy over bank night, 
raging in state the past few months, 
finally focused on Omaha houses as | 


Attorney General Richard. C. Hunter | 
asked the state supreme court last |} 
Monday (24) to enjoin all local the- | 
atres from participating in the} 
scheme. 

Court granted the right to file orig- 
inal action, but took no stand on the 
accompanying motion for an imme- 
diate restraining order, and Assist- 
ant A. G. Francis Robinson will file a 
motion June 7 for a temporary re- 
straining order. Temporary order is 
asked to prevent the defendants from 
waiting till after the current session 
of court to file an answer, 


Named in the suit were the Omaha 
Motion Picture Exhibitors’ Ass'n, 
Will Singer, Brandeis manager; Bill 
Miskell, Orpheum; Sam_ Epstein, 
head of a nabe chain; Ralph Gold- 
Walter northside exhib; 


hib; Creal, 


rester, Omaha theatre manager. 


Petition detailed the method of 


tors stood around house 
of weeks. 

Several weeks ago Hunter secured | 
a permanent injunction in Gage 
court against the 
theatre in Beatrice, but has 
elected to proceed against the Omaha 
houses rather than wait for settling 
of an appeal to be heard early in the | 
fall court term. } 

On the basis of the Gage county 
action, Hunter has requested action 
from all county attorneys, with the 
result that drawing is being dropped 
in many outstate spots. Omaha plan 
is operated co-operatively by 28 
houses, offering $1,000 the first week 
and adding $500 each week the prize 





4 More UA Theatres 
On Way in Pasadena 


study the measures met with a sharp 


reply from Mayor Wilson, who said 


cil’s finance committee agreed to the 
delay. 

Measures which have been 
posed are: 

1. A $25 annual tax on marquees. 

2. Continuance of the Ic. tax 
each 25c. of admission fee, which 
the State now collects but will drop 
July 22, 

3. Tax of undetermined amount 
on film footage exhibited. This has 
been pretty definitely dropped 
cause of the argument that smaller 
theatres would be paying more than 
large ones, 

4. Inspection fee of $1 a 
signs up to 50 square feet 
additional for each square 
exposed surface. 

5. Tax of $5 a year 
machines. This will 
changed to tax on 
owners of machines have claimed 
profits so small on some machines 
they couldn't afford to pay tax. 

Meanwhile, the tax situation was 
also bothersome on the State front. 
Senate on Thursday deferred until 
next week action on report of a con- 
ference committee recommending 
that theatres be included in chain 
store tax bill. It will probably be 
passed in this form. Hardest hit 
will be Warner Brothers, whom it 
will cost about $25,000 a year, and 
Comerford, who, it is estimated, will 
pay about $16,000. 


pro- 


on 


be- 


year on 
and le, 
foot of 


on vending 
probably be 
profit, as 


gross 


Philly Sunday Bill 
Vetoed by Governor 


Philadelphia, June 1 
Bill 
rejected Sunday 


to allow communities which 


pix on previous 
to 
again in September was vetoed by 


Governor Earle last Thursday. Meas- 


local option referendum vote 


ure also amended the present act to 
allow referenda every two years, in- 
stead of five. 

_arle called the bill ‘bad sports- 
manship,’ as there was no provision 
for a vote by communities which did 
approve Sabbath pix. Some film 
men felt that the real reason for the 
nix was in retaliation for the strong 
fight put up by chains against in- 





Hollywood, June 1. 
Deal is exvected to be closed this 


week whereby United Artists will 
' acquire four Pasadena subsequent- 
run stands. 


requirements | 


Jurors 


| try. 


Negotiations are being handled by 


Lou Anger for UA and Harold Robb | 
, and Ed Rowley. 


Suit Over Giveaway 


Rochester, June 1. 

Supreme Court jury 
Screen Service of America $275 in a 
suit against Monroe Amusements, 
Inc. for failure to show a trailer ad- 
vertising an auto giveaway last Dec. 
Claimed that Monroe Amusements, 
which operates the RKO Palace, 
Temple, Century, Regent and Capitol 
theatres, verbally agreed to show the 
trailer which advertised the firms 


giving away the auto 


asserted the trailer was turned down 

because it contained more advertis- 

ing than agreed upon. Film was 

screened in the courtroom so the 
could decide. 


Harry Brooks Re-elected 


Troy, N. Y., June 1. 
Harry M. Brooks has been elected 
president of the Motion Picture Ma- 
chine Operators, Local No, 285, for 
the 27th term, believed be a 
record for this section of the coun- | 
Brooks is widely known in pic- 


to 


| ture circles, having also headed the 


state operators’ association. 

Alphonse Le May 
financial 
27th time. 


was named local 


secretary, likewise for the 


awarded | 


Defendant | 


clusion in Earle’s chain store tax 


| bill, 


F & M Folds One 


St. Louis, June 1. 

Missouri Theatre, Fanchon = & 
Marco's 3,500-seater on Grand blvd. 
in midtown, shutters Friday (4) fore 
an indefinite period. Steadily de- 
clining biz is blamed for the closing. 
Stage shows were tried in the house 
last fall but matives didn’t for 
them sufficiently to justify the over- 
head and they were withdrawn aftec 
several weeks. 

First run policy 
and then F&M changed to 
big features which had been 
at Fox, block away, and 
bassador, downtown 
off even more. 

William Kendrick, mgr. of the 
Missouri. has been shifted to the Fox 
to supplant Robert Hicks, resigned. 


go 


was attempted 


showing 
shown 
Am- 


Patronage fell 


one 


Ramish’s New House 


Hollywood, June I 


Pacifie States Theatres. Inc. 
headed by Adolph Ramish, has pur- 
chased property in Redondo rik 
which will be erected a 1,000-seat 
house of modernistic design to cosk 
$110,000. 

Construction will start around 
July 15. Only other theatre in the 
beach town is the Fox-West Coast 
house. Pacific States house will 


|} have a second run policy. 
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HEART TROUBLE FOR 
RIVAL REPORTERS! 
Romance turns into thrills when 
the big news breaks ... right in the 
middle of their wedding ceremony! 
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‘International Cinema - 
| EXPLOITATION -: By Epes W. Sargent | Grabs GN Lab Work $20,000 UA Deal 
= : Hollywood, June 1. ° 
Stingers Long Distance Exploits International Cinema has _ con- (Continued from page 3) v.p. of Goldwyn Prods., now in 


An old peep show cabinet, dug out 

of the storeroom and repainted, was 
set up in the lobby, with a crank 
extending out of the side. A card 
read, “Look into the slot and turn 
the handle briskly.’ Placed close to 
the building line, hundreds stopped 
and ground, expecting a mutoscope 
effect, but the grinding merely 
served to- draw into view a sales 
card for the next feature. Card 
work in a slot and was weighted so 
that it dropped back out of sight 
when the handle was released. It 
made a hit with the crowd, and 
many of the victims brought friends 
down to look at the ‘moving pic- 
ure. 
: In another lobby a peep tube was 
built out from the box, and a sign 
told the curious to put their hand 
between the tube and the box and 
look. Tube was really a periscope, 
and entered the box below the point 
where the hand was placed. Simple 
to construct, but it seemed to in- 
trigue a lot of folk who had forgot- 
ten war times. 

A third, along somewhat similar 
lines, announced, ‘Do not look if you 
are easily shocked.’ Inside was a 
statement to the effect, ‘We make no 
(papier mache skeleton) about say- 
ing that if you see our next feature 
you will thank us for the tip.’ Skel- 


eton was from the dimery, and about: 


two inches high. Surprising num- 
ber of persons wanted to know just 
how the sign read, and were told the 
sentence started ‘We make no bones, 
etc.’ 

Not very important, but good stuff 
where nothing better suggests itself, 
and will make talk, particularly in 
the smaller towns, though the gags 
will work in the big spots as well. 





Just Showmanship 


Declaring that his bank nite cost 
him nothing, a manager explained 
he got it out of the film rental. He 
booked two cheap picturies instead 
of one feature and a band played 
the bill two nights. He saved enough 
on rental to put up small prizes. and 
figured that the extra attendance 
was velvet. even though the second 
night’s business, without a prize, was 
poor. 

That’s a mighty short-sighted way 
of looking at it. On the face of the 
figures he saved enough out of the 
rental to pay the prizes, but he could 
not figure what his economy eventu- 
ally cost him. And it is the final 
result that counts. 

The late Percy G. Williams was 
one of the most adroit showmen in 
the business. On one occasion he 
amazed his fellow showmen by book- 
ing in the then famous Kilties Band 
for a price that was enormous for 
those days. Commenting on the 
booking, a friend remarked that he 
would not need much show to go 
with so important attraction. 

For reply the manager reached for 
his booking book. He had already 
booked a complete show with five 
opening acts and four big names for 
the second part. Instead of holding 
the cheap openers, he had laid this 
section off and moved his after-in- 
termission show down to the first 
section. 

‘I expect to lose money,’ he ex- 
plained, ‘but only on this date. Here’s 
the way I look at it: The band is 
going to bring to the theatre hun- 
dreds of people who never before 
saw a vaudeville show and who have 
no idea what vaudeville is like. 

‘If they come in and see my open- 
ing acts, they'll go away with a voor 
idea of vaudeville. If I give them 
the headliners, they'll come back. 
That's where I'll make the money.’ 
That seems to be the answer. 





Question of ‘Tomorrow’ 


New Haven. 

Lew Schaefer created a lot of in- 
terest in ‘Make Way for Tomorrow’ 
at Paramount with a newspaper 
contest giving cash prizes for best 
letters on these subjects: ‘Do you 
think young people are handcuffed 
by their parents’ lack of understand- 
ing?’ ‘Are parents entitled to tell 
their children how they should live 
their lives?’ ‘Do you think the 
youth of t e‘ay is too wild? Are their 
chances of happy wedded life as good 
as yours were?’ 

Schafer’s newspaper copy sold the 
picture from the rebellion-of-youth 
angle, leaving patrons to discover for 
themselves the tear-jerking ‘over the 
hills to the poorhouse’ theme. 

As a boost for dull weeks of the 
fading season, Schaefer has tied in 
with four groups of merchants to 
Sive away radio bar outfits to lucky 
number holders on four successive 
Tuesday nights. 


Fite Tickets 

S. Charles Einstein, who conceived 
a special showing of ‘Kid Galahad’ 
for the New York sports writers in 
advance of the N. Y. Strand show- 
ing, followed this up with the dis- 
tribution of tickets to the regular 
show to the same list of names, plus 
a few others, 

Ducats weré framed to suggest 
regular fight tickets for the working 
press, and were good for any per- 
formance of the picture at 
Strand, the house taking up the tax. 





St. Louis. 

With al fresco theatre in Forest 
Park opening 19th season currently 
an exploitation campaign extending 
to the Gulf of Mexico has been in- 
augurated to promote internationally 
recognized light opera season. 

Paul Beisman, mgr. of Municipal 
Theatre Assn. on a trip through the 
south and southwest contacted repre- 
sentatives of railroads, bus and air 
lines to fix excursion rates to St. 
Louis during 12-week season. Locally 


a campaign of spotting 24’s, which 
are changed weekly, in a 15-mile 


area around St. Louis has been made 
and local co-oped in fine style, each 
using special roto sections of reper- 
tory, stars, etc. 

One dept. store is holding weekly 
attendance prize for employees; all 
co-op with newspaper ads and for 
opening show, ‘The Great Waltz,’ 
another store donated use of several 
windows, prior to season opening, for 
display of gowns used in show. Trol- 
ley cars and buses also carry Muny 
Opera copy in and outside of vehicles 
and publicity dept. of association un- 
der direction of Bill Zalken cracks 
rags all over country with feature 
stories on opera during season. 





Working the Clubs 


There is always a good chance to 
work in with the various luncheon 
clubs, all of which are on the lookout 
for something to jazz up the noon- 
day meet, and it pays to cater to the 
substantial business men. 

One manager who belongs to Ro- 
tary offers a pass to all members 
who do not miss a meeting for 10 
sessions. The secretary keep track 
and notifies the theatre of those who 
perfect their attendance _ record. 
Passes are presented at the luncheon. 
Wot much of a strain on the box 
office, but a lot of men who could 
well afford to pay for tickets will 
almost break a leg to earn a pass. 
It’s the idea of the thing. 

Not long ago a member manager 
came into a club with a package of 
cardboard passes about the size of 
half-sheets. They were printed up 
‘A big ticket for a big show,’ with 


another line almost as prominent 
reading ‘Not good if folded or 
creased.’ Passes were for an extra 


special, and good only the opening 
night. Members had to carry their 
cards to the office and then home, 
finally bringing them to the theatre. 
Just a variation of the giant pass for 
children, but it worked better than 
well with the barons of trade, some 
of whom put the passes in their 
show windows until they matured, 
five days later. 

On another occasion the entire 
membership was invited to stop in 
at the theatre on the way from 
lunch to see a newsreel. Reel was 
specially timed. All were invited to 
remain for the entire show, but very 
few did, though many returned that 
evening and brought their families. 

Advantage of catering to the clubs 
is that most of the members have 
wide contacts and can pass the word 
along. 





Local Angle 


Regina, Sask. 
Walter C. Davis packed ’em in to 
Capitol on poor pic by staging 30- 
minute Saskatchewan Drama Fes- 
tival winning play, ‘Relief,’ written, 
directed and played by Mrs. Minnie 
Bicknell, with her farmer-husband 
and two other residents of small- 
town Marshall, Sask., as players. 
Play was voted most outstanding 
contribution to current day drama 
by University of Toronto when en- 
tered. in Dominion drama festival, 
though placing fourth, last month, 





Theatre Changes 


Canton, O. 
The Inter-State Theaters, Inc., has 
increased its group of movie theatres 
in Ohio to 15, with the recent acqui- 
sition of the Yorkville, at Yorkville, 
and the Palace, at Tiltonsville. 














Seattle. 
Nick Allerman is new manager of 
Palomar (Sterling) succeeding Jerry 
Ross, who steps onto stage at this 
house as emcee and band leader. 
Bob Yothers is new assistant mgr. 
Philadelphia. 
Lawndale opens Friday (4) under 
management of Philip Harrison and 
Harry Fried. 
Jack Greenberg opened the Park, 
Stone Harbor, N. J., Friday (28). 
Harry Greenberg has reopened the 
Allen, Atlantic City. 
Pittsburgh. 
Walter Woznack. manager of WB’s 
Regal in Wilkinsburg, has resigned 
to take similar post at Weiland, 
Oakland. His job has been assigned 
to Arthur Braun, an assistant at En- 
right, and James McHugh, chief of 
staff at Stanley, has been upped to 
Braun's spot. 
Robert Senft has quit assistant 
managership of Shea-Hyde Fulton to 


the | return to Buckeye Lake, O., to oper- 


ate ballroom there. Dave Brown, 


Between the two stunts, he combed | formerly shorts booker in WB office 
the sports pages pretty thoroughly, | here, has returned to Pittsburgh to 


and it’s a 
can help, 


picture the sports writers | 


become office manager of UA ex- 
change under Clarence Eiseman. 


Grand National’s laboratory work, 
according to A. C. Snyder, IC secre- 
tary-treasurer, New biz will neces- 
sitate the installation of added 
equipment, Snyder stated. 

IC’s first financial statement, just 
issued to stockholders, shows that 
the company, organized and 
launched by San Francisco capital, 
has assets of $662,369. Operations 
for the year ending Feb. 28 resulted 
in a deficit of $4,039 on a total turn- 
over of $253,381.99. Current year’s 


ahead of last year 





Compromise 
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FMPC has extended picketing to 
naborhood houses and claims around 
7,500 snakelined at 111 theatres over 
the holiday weekend. CIO workers 
are on picket duty in several spots. 


Past Week 


Strike situation did no more last 
week than mark time, with the sit- 
uation of the walker-outers. consid- 
ered increasingly disadvantageous 
the longer their idleness lasted. 

Peace seemed appreciably closer 
toward the end of the week, when 
the Federated Motion Picture Crafts 


eral Labor Conciliator Edward A, 
Fitzgerald that a jurisdictional com- 
promise be negotiated with the In- 
ternational Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employees. 

Definite protocol was expected to 
come of the huddles. Decision to 
hold the conferences was considered 
as a hurdle over the most serious 
obstacle to peace since strike leaders 
and Browne had maintained an un- 
compromising attitude on all the is- 
sues at stake. Important factor in 
the situation was the refusal of the 
American Federation of Labor to in- 
tercede in the ctudio dispute, as re- 
quested by Cullen. Local flurry over 
the reported plan of the strikers to 
affiliate with the Committee for In- 
dustrial Organization has thus 
resulted in nothing definite. Get 
back to work first, think about join- 
ing CIO afterward, seemed to be the 
attitude of the men. 


White Rats in Confabs 


Meanwhile there have been some 
confabs between FMPC members 
and 


bility of petitioning Browne to hold 
membership meetings and permit 
the rank and file of IATSE to partici- 
pate in the activities of the organ- 
ization. White Rats heard from the 
Federal Labor Department that its 
request for witndrawal of work per- 
mits and class B cards is under con- 
sideration. 

Development of the week was the 


tween the producers and the Screen 
Actors Guild will void the existing 
agreement between the producers 
and the Academy of Motion Picture 
Arts and Sciences. New contract 
goes into effect around June 10. Acad 
requested termination of the old 
agreement formally, in a letter sent 
out by Howard Estabrook, first vice- 


will, Raymond Hatton, George Irv- 
ing, J. Farrell MacDonald, May Rob- 
son and Mitchell Lewis. 


concentrate on its many other func- 


will be the next to withdraw from 
the Academy, it was believed. An- 
nual Academy awards will be con- 
tinued, with the Acad continuing to 
pick winners of statuettes, instead of 
the SAG assumii.; this function, as 
some had suggested. 


ITO Pleads for Peace 

Plea to end the strike was voiced 
by the Independent Theatre Owners 
of Southern California, which asked 
all the major distributing organiza- 
tions to lend their influence for 
peace. Indies uttered sharp protests 
against FMPC picketing of thea- 
tres, pointing out that such picketing 
has proved harmful and disastrous 
and is hurting grosses to a point 
where houses are operating in the 
red. Circuit operators, on the other 
hand, said snakelines had failed to 
slas: into their biz appreciably 
Hardest hit nabe is San Pedro. 

Jack Y. Berman, ITO prexy, put 
the onus squarely up to the distribs., 
pointing out that the indies, though 
innocent, are ‘being put in the mid- 
dle.’ 





business is running more than 50% ft hj 
| franchises 
the report says. wep 


far! agreements with U.S. firms, which 


tracted to do the major share of. 





| ever, it is learned that Goldwyn and 
Korda were given six months to 
exercise their options on the hold- 
ings of Miss Pickford, Fairbanks and 
Chaplin, and that a substantial sum 
of money was paid at the time the 
option was given. 
Payout 
JInderstanding is 
| $2,000,000 will be forthcoming to 
each of the trio when their hold- 
ings are picked up, that they may 
have cash or cash and stock, as they 
| choose. Further, they will retain 
which still have eight 





that around 


| years to run, to produce and release 
| through UA; also that the contract 


| Walter 


| 


which VA holds as a partner with 
Wanger Prods. for a five- 
year period will be continued till 
expiration. UA 
have 
the Wanger organization thus far. 

It is anticipated that David Rose, 





| German Take-Over 
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Dr. Hans Pilder of the Dresden 
Bank and Hanns Weidemann, vice- 
president of the Reichs Film Cham- 
ber. These newcomers also form the 
artistic board, together with Ludwig 
Klitzsch, the canny business exec 


| taken cver from the old Ufa regime, 


accepted the recommendation of Fed- | 


j at the time. 


leaders of the Thirty-seven | 
Whiie Rats, organization within the | 
IATSE ranks. TWR discussed feasi- | 


| 


announcement that the new pact be- | 


who also belongs to the business 
board together with Frolich, Kiehl, 
Pilder, Pfeiffer, with von Stauss 
presiding. 

The name of one prominent execu- 
tive no longer figures on the list 
and that is Hugo Corell, for years 
production head of the Ufa, 

In a farewell speech to the de- 
parting directors, von Strauss did not 
fail to point out the fact that it was 
due to Herr Hugenberg’s initiative, 
exactly a decade ago, that the Ufa 
remained in German hands at all. 
America making a strong bid for it 
And that one of the 
first important things he had done 
after taking over the company was 
to free it from certain unfavorable 
restrictions resulting from former 


gave half of all playing time in Ufa 
houses over to the showing of Amer- 
ican films. 
Not Economics 

That the revolutionary change of 
hands was in no way necessitated by 
unfavorable economic developments 
(though no dividends were paid), is 
shown by the Ufa’s business report. 
In the first ten months of its pres- 
ent business year, ending July 31, 
Ufa’s turnover exceeded last year’s 
by 17,000,000 marks ($7,000,000). 
Production will probably break even, 
contrary to the two preceding years, 
which ended with considerable def- 
icits. Ufa’s theatre park, one of its 
biggest assets, was marked by an in- 
crease in attendance of 18%. Re- 
leasing within the country rose 25%. 
And keeping in step with this up- 
curve were Ufa’s subsidiary enter- 
prises such as studios, film copy, 
trading firm, etc. Up to the 31st of 
March the company had at its dis- 
posal in ready funds 7,000,000 marks 
as against 5,000,000 of the preceding 
year. 

For the coming season Ufa plans 
thirty full-length pix, with half of 


| them ready to be released by August, 


president, and signed by Lionel At- | 


the rest at the end of November. The 
color film is to be tackled seriously 
and within the next months a lab 


| with the latest technical equipment 


Acad henceforth will be free to | 


tions, Estabrook said. Writers group | 


is to be erected on the Ufa tract at 
Neubabelsberg. 

A few breakers of the Ufa storm 
also washed over to the Tobis shore 
which already had its own storm 
last December. Joining the Tobis 
directors’ board, which already seats 
Emil Jannings and Willi Forst, are 
the actor-meggers Veit Harlan and 
Hans H. Zerleti, as well as Arnold 
Raether, former vice-president of 
the Reichs Film Chamber.  Tobis’ 
all-powerful Director Fritz Mainz 
has been swept off, while Gustaf 
Grundgens, actor and general man- 
ager of Germany’s top-notch legiti- 
mate house, the Staatsschauspielhaus, 


| has asked and been granted release 


from his Tobis duties. 

Agreements have been reached 
between Ufa and Tobis to cooperate 
in a large measure in economic as 
well as artistic matters. 





Whodunit Scribs Set 
Hollywood, June 1. 

Writing assignment on Condor's 
‘Murder on Sunset Boulevard’ has 
xcen handed to W. Scott Darling and 
<rna Lazarus. 

Conrad Nagel and Eleanor Hunt 
will be featured. 


is. understood to) 
invested around $2,000,000 in 


N.Y. with Korda, will be able to an- 
swer Goldwyn as to the financing 
proposition some time this week. 
Korda skedded to sail for London 
Sat. (5), has been in telephonic com- 
munication with chiefs of the Pru- 
dential Insurance Co., to date having 
financed his London Films to a re- 
ported $10,000,000, suggesting Pru- 
dentig@! enter the financial pool and 
help make up the reported $20,000,- 
000 kitty. Rose has been in 
constant touch with Gustave War- 
| burg, London rep for Rothschild in- 
trying to raise around $7,- 
000,000 towards the subscription. 
Both Rose and Goldwyn have had 
contact with Lehman Bros. to also 
assume an underwriting part. It has 
been asserted that Kuhn, Loeb & Co. 
were likewise felt out on the matter. 
Flotation 


Reports are that the new organ- 
ization might be turned into a stock 
floating proposition, with the final 
underwriting open to the public. 
Under such a plan Goldwyn and 
Korda would have majority control 
of operation and production, along 
with the possibility of the pair tak- 
ing voting-control stock in the corp. 

3ack-of-the-scenes talk has been 
going on for six months about the 
partners in UA being at loggerheads, 
and that the proposition had gone 
from majority and minority factions, 
with each trying to buy the other 
out. About four. months ago War- 
burg visited Hollywood, met both 
Goldwyn and Fairbanks and sug- 
gested the way be paved for him to 
refinance UA and pay off those 
wanting to withdraw. 

At that time no interest in his pro- 
posal was manifested, but Rose, as 
Goldwyn's rep, tailed Warburg while 
he was here and kept in contact afier 
he had returned to London. Subse- 
quently, Dave Selznick and the Selz- 
nick Int. group, including Jock Whit- 
ney interests and brother Myron, 
nibbled at the proposition, but let it 
drop, 





also 


terests, 


Korda Angle 

With Korda’s arrival here for the 
UA pow-wow several weeks ago it 
leaked out that he was displeased 
with the setup and disappointed in 
the returns his product is geiting in 
America, There were rumors that 
he wanted to withdraw from his UA 
affiliation, but was reminded his 
contract as a member owner had 
eight years to run and that he would 
be held to it. 

Korda had many meetings with 
Goldwyn at the latter’s home, and 
there the deal to acquire interests of 
the three partners was worked out. 

It was figured he was in the most 
potent position of any British proe 
ducer, that he had the best produce 
tion setup, that should the English 
Board of Trade demand a picture- 
for-picture agreement between the. 
U.S. and England and set a $125,000 
minimum per pic for those made 
abroad for quota purposes, other U.S, 
companies would strive to get Korda 
to supply ’em. In the past, it was 
pointed out, U.S. companies have 
been slipping by short-bankroll pix 
for quotas, but with the minimum 
hiked to $125,000 per, it would be 
natural for American firms to seek 
out Korda. 

In working on the UA partners to 
sell, discussion commenced on the 
sellout proposition, ‘based on the 
market value of the Pickford-Fair- 
banks-Chaplin combined holdings. 

Production 

It is thought that when the coin is 
raised, and the trio paid off, there 
will be more than $10,000,000 left 
for production and expansion, which 
would allow for admission of new 
producing units within the fold. 
Newcomers to be admitted are to be 
okayed by Goldwyn and will also 


supply funds for Korda’s English 
pix. 
« Besides the interests held by the 


optioned trio in the distrib setup, 
they also have a pro rata share in 
50°. of the stock in the Odeon and 
Donada circuits. operated in England 
by Oscar Deutsch. ' That organiza- 
tion is now in the throes of reorgan- 
ization, with a stock issue to be 
shortly floated. Interest was acquired 
when Joe Schenck headed UA. 

UA's lot is owned by Goldwyn, 
who picked up the lease on the prop- 
erty several years ago from the 
United Artists Studio Co., controlled 
by Pickford and Fairbanks. 

According to the deal being set, 
the future of Selznick International 
has not been determined. Unit has 
four pix to deliver under its current 
contract, with Dave Selznick holding 
in abeyance future commitments at 
UA or elsewhere until after the ree 
organization and financing fer the 
sctup have been accomplished, 
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The pulse of America quickens as 
Clark Gable takes Myrna Loy in his 
arms in the magnificent production 


“Parnell” which M-G-M proudly 
ie. igetiane shies! 








CLARK GABLE end MYRNA LOY in “PARNELL” with Edna May Oliver, Edmund Gwenn, 

Alen Marshel, Donald Crisp, Billie Burke. Based on the Great Stage Success thet thrilled. Broadwey 

for months. Screen pley by John Van Druten end S.N. Behrman. “A John M. Stahl Production. 
1. A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer picture. 7 


(Box-Office) 
Director. of “Bock Street’ “Imitation 
of Lite” "Magnificent Obsession” ond 
t: other.great picures , . 


JOHN M. STAHL 
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Under the Red Robe 
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of corralling the elusive duke and 
rebel without delay. Once in the 
duke’s castle, he immediately starts 
weaving the romantic thread which 
eventually leads to the duke’s cap- 
ture and the sudden termination of 
their love affair. | 

Climax is deftly introduced as the 
daring spy turns his prisoner free 
rather than lose his one love. Anti- 
climaxial are the swift turn of events 
which enables him to escape hanging 
and be reunited with the duke’s sis- 
ter (Annabella). 

Picture subordinates the character 
of Cardinal Richelieu, while that of 
Gil de Berault, the ‘black death,’ is 
brought to the fore in bold relief. 
Despite this brief projection, the 
character as one of ruthlinessness is 
well established. 

Annabella has plenty tough com- 
petition from Conrad Veidt for spot- 
light honors, because he turns in one 
of his most polished portrayals. 
Greatest test of his ability comes in 
his love scenes because the girl, sis- 
ter of the duke, is obviously much 
younger than he, while his character 
is scarcely that of a Robert Taylor. 

Romney Brent. as the stooge of the 
Cardinal, sent along to see that he 
fulfills his mission, easily tops the 
support. Raymond Massey, too, gives 
a vigorous performance as the heart- 
less Richelieu. 

Dialog is pleasantly limber for a 
production of this type. Photogra- 
phy by James Wong Howe and 
Georges Perinal, particularly the 
close-ups, is strong. Wear. 


BIG BUSINESS 





2%h-Fox production and release. Asso- 
ciate producer, Max Golden. Directed 
by Frank R. Stayer. Screen play 
Robert Ellis. Helen Logan; original Ron 
Ferguson, Eleanor De Lamater; based on 
characters created by Katharine Kava- 
naugh: camera, Edward Snyder; art direec- 
tion, Chester Gore; assistant director, Wil- 


liam Eckhardt; film editor, 
costumes, Herschel; sound, S. C. Chapman 
and Henry M. Leonard; musical direction, 
Samuel Kavlin At Albee, Brooklyn, N.Y., 
week May 28, '37, dual. Running time, 61 


Al De Gaetano: 


mins, 

MG cos ce bedehes’ee ea keane Jed Prouty 
ne EET RECT CCET Te Shirley Deane 
Mrs. John Jones...........Spring Byington 
Herbert Thompson......... Russell Gleason 
INS osu SW a0 64% 00s 0% Kenneth Howell 
errr errr rr Allan Lane 
SE OND eb sas cukesaseoss George Ernest 
ME PD 65s 4 0.46 4:60 02s ne bau June Carlson 
a ee re Florence Roberts 
ren ee Billy Mahan 
ES Wiad td ods sikke ad Bai Marjorie Weaver 
Teland Whitney......cc.csee. Frank Conroy 
SN ec inne adewecke Wallis Clark 


Well, the Jones family is in again, 
and there doesn’t seem to be much 
to be done about it. It’s another edi- 
tion of that series for the families 
in the nabes. Maybe the studio is 
right. Possibly mom and poppa and 
the urchins will eat it up. But as 
the also-ran on duals. 

Story is about Pa Jones, who 
runs the town drug store and isn’t 
any too bright. There are more 
Jones children than you can shake a 
baseball bat at. They’re all over the 
place. 

There are daughters who get en- 
Zaged but not married; daughters 
who play the piano but not well; 
sons who invent auto superchargers; 
sons who resent girls and others— 
many others. Pa Jones almost loses 
the family savings and the drug store 
in a fake oil stock swindle. but the 
youngsters save the day. Everyone 
Sets what he wants, if not exactly 
what he deserves. 

If this one is aimed at the family 
trade, a good many families have a 
right to resent it. 

Notable in a cast that manages 
pretty well with what it has to do 
is Spring Byington as Ma Jones. 

e is quiet, self-possessed and un- 
obtrusively effective. Direction has 
the slapdash look of a hurry iob. 

Hobe. 





Girl From Scotland Yard 


Paramount release of Emanuel Cohen 
®roduction. Features Karen Morley, Rob- 
ert Baldwin, Katherine Alexander, Eduardo 
Ciannelli. Directed by Robert Vignola, 
Story, Coningsby Dawson; adaptation, 
Doris Anderson, Dore Schary; film editor, 


George McGuire; camera, Robert Pittack. 
At Central, N 


| al, N. Y.. week May 29, '37. Run- 
ning time, 61 mins, 

Viola ae... ee Karen Morley 
SOWIE TON io. oedc css ee Robert Baldwin 
say Lavering Ds aati Katherine Alexander 
se scouge lt og Ce Eduardo Ciannelli 
OD MONS 60.6% 0050 00neuaedanea Milli Monti 
eS ai idsewavnaun +e... Lloyd Crane 
MC EN C555 ins) aeiwdnacde »--Bud Flanagan 
on Weakly cast and poorly turned, 
The Girl from Scotland Yard’ is 


Just another No. 2 feature, and one 
from which the top picture on such 
bills cannot expect any support. 

Thriller, built around the efforts 
of an operative from Scotland Yard 
to track down mysterious explosions 
and other disasters aiming at British 
armament, is from the production 
mills of Emanuel Cohen, and was 
directed by Robert Vignola. Cohen 
did not give the story production 
Which suggests more than casual 
Consideration, nor has Vignola, in 
— succeeded in adding any- 
padartation, by Doris Anderson and 
Yore Schary, represents a routine 
job. Dialog never assumes any bril- 
lance; love interest is developed in 
a banal manner, and there is vir- 
tualiy no comedy relief. 

Karen Morley has been cast at the 
fen in a role that is somewhat dif- 
erent for her. She plays the little 





lady from Scotland Yard who's as-| 


signed to the task of trying to run 
down those responsible for explo- 
sions, ship disasters, etc. With the 
aid of an American newspaper man, 
Scotland Yard gets its man in a 
highly melodramatic airplane se- 
quence, but Miss Morley is never 
convincing as a secret service agent. 
Part just never should have been. 
Robert Baldwin fares satisfactorily 
through the picture, but no better. 
Eduardo Ciannelli, English exile who 
bites the dust of home soil, proves 
an interesting character. In addition 
to Katherine Alexander, who gets 
herself shot for knowing too much, 
the acting company includes Milli 


Monti, who sings a novelty number. | 
She’s just fair, both on appearance | 


and voice. Char, 


Grandeur et Decadence 
(FRENCH MADE) 


French Motion Pict Cerp release of 
Pathe-Natan prod Directed by Jacques 
Natanson. Scenario, Henry d'Erlanger; | 
story, Mme. Steinhof, Aime Simon-Girard. 
At Belmont. N. Y., week May 29, '37. Run- 


ning time, 85 mins, 


mtuenne Girhal......cccrcces Firmin Gemier 





mearie Girbal....cccess ....Marcelle Geniat 
SNE “Askd 5 wd cvs sc cb 6'o0 ee oe bance Pasquali 
La Princesse...... ice cbecmeswas Edith Mera 
Andre Girbal...... ..esee--Lucien Galas | 
ii. ee Oe ee ..Janine Crispin 


“ee” 5 d es ....Simone Leneret 
io aia a aire William Aguet 


(In French; English Titles) 

Genuinely absorbing story, capably 
directed and persuasively played. 
Production, however, is inadequate, 
editing is clumsy and the English 
titles barely suggest the story, let- 
ting much dialog humor slip past 
American audiences. ‘Grandeur et 
Decadence,’ consequently, is doubt- 
ful for normal release, even for the 
arties, though it should please the 
French trade. Not likely material for 
dubbing or remake. 

Pic tells of a family living in sim- | 
ple, modest contentment in a French | 
seacoast village. Father operates a 
small canning establishment, son is'a 
fisherman. Mother is happily indus- 
trious, though the daughter is in- 
clined to be restless at the narrow 
outlook. Life, generally, is serene. 

Business promoter persuades the 
father to expand his cannery and 
the family steadily assumes a more 
pretentious existence, without ever 
losing its sound tastes. Son, unhappy 
in the new surroundings of Paris, 
returns to his native village, mar- 
ries his old sweetheart and goes back 
to his fishing boat. Depression brings 
business worries, the mother dies, 
the daughter runs off in disgrace, the 
father loses his company, goes to his 
son’s home, sees his grandson for 
the first time, and finally joins the 
fishing crew. 

Story is told with quiet apprecia- 
tion of its basic values, without the 
exaggerations with which films often 
shatter reality in striving for dra- 
matic emphasis. All the principals 
play with sincerity and conviction. 
Notable are Firmin Gemier as the 
father, Marcelle Geniat as his wife, 
and Lucien Galas as the son. 

Hobe. 


MADAME BOVARY 


(GERMAN MADE) 
Berlin, May 24. 


Terra-Euphono Film and World release 
Deutsche Film Export, Berlin. Stars Pola 
Negri. Directed by Gerhard Lamprecht; 
script from the French novel of Gustave 
Flaubert by Hans Neumann; music, Dr. 
Giuseppe Becce; camera, Carl Bagselinann; 


Suzanne Girbal 
Mr. Walter..... 








sound, Werner Pohl. At Capitol am Zoo, 
Berlin, May 25, ‘37. Running time, 95 
mins. 

Madame Bovary..ccccccccccseses Pola Negri 


Charles Bovary......cecse: Aribert Wascher 
Roudolphe Loulanger....Verdinand Marian 
BOOM BPUPGIBs coca cccccccsecs Werner Scharf 


(In German) 


In spite of Pola Negri as a wicket 
magnet, the translation of Flaubert’s 
novel to the celluloid shows little 
hope of bringing home the bacon. 
The belated awakening of Madame 
Bovary'’s suppressed emotions may 
have been hot stuff in the good old 
days, but, as served up in this film, 
they do little else than evoke a weary 
round of yawns. Gerhard Lamprecht., 
an old-time director, falls way short 
on this, although the scripter may be 
greatly to blame. 

Opening scene gives an idea of the 
lagging tempo and dull business. A 
statue falls from the stage coach. 
The passengers alight. gather round 
the scattered fragments, and Madame 
Bovary sweetly promises her hus- 
zand to buy him a new one. If the 
big idea was a symbolical one, no- 
body got it. One only hoped that 
this is not a sample of the footage 
to follow. But it was. 

Miss Negri, as the ambitious and 
pleasure-loving wife, is as effective 
as scripting and direction allow her 
to be. In any case she manages to 
come out on top several times with 
some fine dramatic moments. Inci- 
dentally. she’s getting better looking 
all the time. Some of the close-1#” 
are great. 

She gets a bad break in the male 
support. Aribert Wascher, an expe- 
rienced actor, was so made up in the 
role of Monsieur Bovary that it 
would have been funny if it hadn't 
been so painful. Werner Scharf as 
a flirt and Ferdinand Marian as the 
lover are patterned too much after 
the conventional dyed-in-the-wool 
villain to carry weight. 

This pic lacks everything to garner 


27, ‘37. Running time, 70 mins. 
PeOee DEMME cs csncesedeu.vwss Donald Woods 
RPONUN, SPOOR 5005432544 s0vesased Ann Dvorak 
Janice Alma Brownley......... Anne Nagel 
PRUICO BOMB 66.02 sec ekias oe Linda Perry 
CHORUOM TIBI. 6. kis cvs ees cks Craig Reynolds 
PRA. BIPOWRION : <655 0 cee wan Gorden Oliver 
erie SOROMO, <5 604644506 008 xed Joseph Crehan 
Stella Kenwood.........<. Helen MacKeliar 
Bishop Mallory........i... Kdward McWade 
Pit DEG SOGNEP <6 os ccacaaecees Tom Kennedy 
Ida Gilbert.................Mira McKinney 
Charles Downs.........e.., -Frank Faylen 
Ronald C. Brownley...... ..Douglas Wood 
Gladys... .»-.Veda Ann Borg 
| Peter Sacks... coceccccese..Coeorge Lloyd 
WIOtOP BOCRCON 6 é.ccc kcscvace Selmer Jackson 
Ss ee .Gordon Hart 
Hamilton Burger.......... -Charles Wilson 
D>tective is ceeevid Owes Kddie Chandler 
ERR DOE ick tbs eves .. Jack Richardson 
While suspense is cleverly sus- 


| tained, the romantic side of this film 


| selves and cops prove boobs, as usual. 


|Case of Stuttering Bishop 


Warner Bros. production 
Features .Donald Woods, Ann Dvorak. Di- 
rected by William Clemens. Adaptation, 
Don Ryan, Kenneth Gamet; from novel by 
Erle Stanley Gardner; camera, Rex Wimpy. 
Al Paramount, Brooklyn, dual, week May 


and release, 





is painfully neglected and it is light 
on humor, so that this Erle Stanley 
Gardner mystery story is slow going. 
That tooth-grinding title and a stand- 
offish cast is no terrific boon, either. 

Donald Woods is the new Perry 
Mason, lawyer and amateur sleuth, 
and fair enough. 

Has to do with a phoney being 
substituted for the real heiress to 
an old man’s millions. Autos race, 
guns boom, detectives shadow them- 


Only real laugh in the story is when 
the coroner renders a drowning ver- 
dict although the camera distinctly 
shows that the victim was shot dead. 

Mainstay for the thread of sus- 
pense is Edward McWade’s work in 
the title role. He is on early in the 
story and, although overlooked for 
the greater part of the show, his in- 
fluence is felt down to the finish. 

That’s where William Clements, 
director, can bow. 

Ann Dvorak plays as secretary to 
the busybody Perry Mason, kind of a 
girl-Friday who has to be with her 
chief anywhere any time. But they 
never get to a clinch, as usual in this 
series. 

In the customary whodunit fashion, 
solution of the case is made via an 
extra added fact never before in the 
plot. And, at the proper juncture, 
during a trial scene, in the familiar 
screamy manner, the mother of the 
vhoney heiress confesses. But she is 
provided with a pardon by the cor- 
oner, who decides that the man died 
from drowning rather than bullets. 
Just one of those things, apparently 
to render a happy ending, but it’s 
too artificial. 

Camera work is good enough. Most 
of the comedy brunt is on Tom Ken- 
nedy as a screwy hotel dick. Shan. 


CHEROKEE STRIP 


(WITH SONGS) 

Warner Bros. release of First National 
production, Stars Dick Foran. Directed by 
Noel Smith. Sereen play, Joseph K, Wat- 
son, laici Ward; story, Ed Earl Repp; 
camera, Lu O'Connell; film editor, Thomas 
Pratt; songs, M. K, Jerome, Jack Scholl. 
At Strand, Brooklyn; double week, May 27, 


’37. Runoing time, 58 mins. 

DicK Heads .ccocccscoesesecveos Dick Foran 
Janie Walton .......-- PT YTI TTS Jane Bryan 
TOM VORP vcs danesee eseee David Carlyle 
Molly Valley .esceseeseeeee+ Helen Valkis 
LINK Carter scwtbadicccccrecccceces Ed Cobb 
Army Officer .......... ++. Joseph Crehan 
Judge Ben Parkinson..........Gordon Hart 
Joe BrGGY oiedsetovecees eee Frank Faylen 
Blade Simpsom .........6. ...Milton Kibbee 
Bill Tidewell«rcocsciscovcccsces Jack Mower 
George Waltom eo..cescsesee Tom Brower 
Mink AbDDOtt .occcccccess Walter Sonderling 
Bariy Walton ,..... Scceerece Tommy bBupp 





Using the land rush days in the 
settlement of the Indian territory 
that is now Oklahoma as a base, 
‘Cherokee Strip’ is little more than 
a run-of-the-mill western which af- 
fords an opportunity for Nick Foran 
to croon a song or two. For all its 
good intentions, the film is strictly 
suitable for nabe double-headers. 

Pleasant, if naive, personality of 
its singing cowboy star is a lonely 
asset amidst a lot of routine stuff. 
Borrowing its background and story 
roots from Edna Ferber’s ‘Cimar- 
ron’ and gunplay and hand-to-hand 
tussles from Hollywood's book of 
rules, ‘Cherokee’ is never distin- 
guished. It is merely another hard- 
riding yarn of physical violence, a 
few dashes of saccharine romance 
and a heroic plainsman outwitting 
the rascally cattle thieves. 

Foran, this time, is Dick Hudson, 
a lawyer from down Texas way, who 
is handy with his dukes and always 
ready to rescue the southwest from 
the swindling practices of Link Car- 
ter and his evil henchmen. Now and 
again he takes time off from his 
campaign of courage to give out a 
song, which is not a bad idea. Plain- 
tive ‘My Little Buckaroo’ serves him 
well and its haunting strains are 





| are some well-handled scenes -show- 
ing the settlers’ frenzied rush ‘to the 
new territory which the government 


has taken over from the unhappy 
Cherokee tribe. Camera work and 
sound are excellent. Rowk 


Merry Comes to Town 


(BRITISH MADE) 
London, May 20. 


City production, released 
through Sound City (Distributors) Lid. 
Stars ZaSu Pitts; features Guy Newall. 
Directed by George King. Story and dialog, 
Mvadne Price; cameraman, Hone Glendin- 
ning. At Vhoenix theatre, London, May 
19, '37. Running time, 79 min 
Susannah Merridew 

Professor John Stafford (iuy Newall 
Marjorie Stafford Betty Ann Davie 
Madame Stella Arbenina 
Dennis Stafford Bernard Clifton 
Grandmother Stafford .Margaret Watson 
Noel Slater. Basil Langton 
Ceok, <<< - Muriel George 
Peter Bell .Tom Helmore 
Horace Bell ; P Cecil Mannering 
Sales Manager . dieorge 
Mr. Ramp bie ww 

Mr. Walheime: 

Zoe... . . 

Winnie. : ; 
Ida Witherspoon re, i 
Mr. CC. Wriggle. 


Rosie Fish 


Embassyv-Sound 


ZaSu Pitts 


Saroni 


sims 
ilw meet 

Arthur Finn 

Sybil Grove 

Dorothy Bush 
rinione Gingold 

eee Mabel Twenlow 
++ee.Jdanet Fitzpatrick 

Although she is exploited as a 
‘different’ personality, ZaSu Pitts is 
herself in this ‘Miss Fix-It’ role, with 
perhaps a little less fluttering and 
‘Oh dear-ing.’ <A pleasant comedy 
which will improve with cutting, but 
it will never get past second-ratinz 
either on this side or back in Miss 
Pitts’ hometown. 

Merry, secretary for a correspond- 
ence school for nature cures in De- 
troit, blows her $500 legacy from the 
deceased principal on a trip to see 
relatives in London. Her new head, 
annoyed at her insisting on the 
vacation, fires her, but she goes any- 
way. Arriving at her uncle’s shabby 
home a week before she is expected, 
she discovers he is a poor music pro- 
fessor harassed by dreadful talent- 
less pupils, voracious tradespeople 
and a squabbling family. Her re- 
ception is none too cordial, as they 
anticipated their cousin was wealthy, 
and they resent her apparent stingi- 
ness. 

During her few weeks’ stay, the 
visiting cousin straightens out the 
daughter’s love affairs, the father’s 
money troubles. and the son’s future 
after losing his job. Most of her help- 
ing comes about through a pure fluke, 
but she is hailed as a savior. 

All the characters are well chosen, 
and in many instances amusing. The 
star handles her rather colorless role 
deftly and unassumingly, but it still 
remains just a pleasing comedy. 


What Price Vengeance? 


Rialto 








Productions. Ine. release of Ken- 
neth J. Bishop production, Veatures Lyle 
Talbot, Wendy Larrie. Directed by Del 
Lord, Sereen plav, J. B. MeGowan; cimera, 


Harry Forbes, William Reckway. At Rialto, 
N. Y.. week May 26, ‘37. Running time, 
60> mins. 

‘Dynamite’ Hogant Lyle Talbot 
Tom Connors : 

Polly Moore......--eeeeeeees Wendy Barrie 
Pete Brawer.....ccesseeeess Mare Lawrence 
Tex MCGIrK.....cceeeeeeeeeeeee rddie Acuff 
Babe Foster,.....cceeeeeeeees Lucille Lund 
Slim Ryam......secccccoces tobert Rideout 
Inspector Tilatr..sceseeees tecinnld Hincks 
Sandy MacNair.......+++++ Wally Albrieft 
Mra, MacNair....ccccceseeess Lois Albright 
Bill MacNair.....-ccseccessssed Arthur Kerr 


This melier from the once-over- 
lightly school unloads its entire wad 
in the first reel. After that it’s dull 
going. It might be a candidate for 
weekend showing in the less dis- 
criminate nabes. Of a color with the 
simple-mindedness of the_ story is 
the title, even though relationship 
between the two defies detection. 

Possibilities are that the producer 
set out to make a harrowing shocker 
but figured, after seeing the first 
few rushes, that he had given ’em 
enough. Bunched in that initial reel 
is a prison break and wild auto 
chase, a touring car tumbling over 
an embankment, a child kidnapping 
and a scene showing that same 
youngster being tossed into the road- 
way while the kidnap machine is in 
flight. 

Picture relates, with no_ stock 
stratagem spared, the sleuthing ex- 
ploits of a young cop, who, though 
a crack pistol shot on the range, lets 
some bankrobbers get away because 
he hasn't the nerve to fire at human 
targets. Following a fake resignation 
from the force, the copper sniffs out 
the bandit gang, and, posing as a 
crook gets himself accepted as a 
member of the mob. Anticlimax 
finds him exposed and engaging the 
entire mob in an exchange of gun- 
fire. 

Lyle Talbot does the best he can 
as the artless young cop, Wendy 
Barrie furnishes the love interest 
when she isn’t occupied with the 
operation of a lunchcounter, Eddie 
Acuff proves a softie gunman and 
Marc Lawrence piles up plenty of 





followed later by a less effective 
song, ‘Along the Old Frontier.* Foran | 
sings,both rather well. | 

Janie Walton and her little broth- 
er Barty, are the chief objects of 
the cowboy - attorney's affections. | 
Jane Bryan is attractive as the some- 
what fatuous heroine, but Tommy 
Bupp is bright and likeable as her 
kid brother. giving a lively per- 
formance. Ed Cobb plays the major 
menace in a standardized manner 
and there are some rather good less- 
er bits provided by David Carlvle. 
Helen Valkis and Tom Brower. Dick 
Foran’s handsome horse. Smoky. is 
a magnificent animal deserving a 
nod of approval. 

Noel Smith has directed the film 
efficiently and the stylized story 








biz, either on or off the beaten track. 4 


moves along at a brisk pace. There! 


menace in the role of the gang 
leader. Odec. 
’ 
More Mono P.A.’s 
Two new aides in Monogram's 


publicity-exploitation division, head- 


ed by Louis S. Lifton, have been 
named. Manny Reiner, formerly 
with Si Seadler at Metro, comes in 


as press book editor, while Margaret 
Mahin, recently with Gaumont- 
British. joins Mono as fan magazine 
contact. 

Ruth Schwerrin, who left an ad 
agency to join the staff, will do ex- 
ploitation and trade paper pub- 
licity. + 24986 


| 
| 


———--- 4» 


Talent Schools 


(Continued from page 5) 
struction on film acting require- 
ments. Candidates pay a nominal 
fee in most cases, with the picture 
company = presumably 
the major expense. 

Theatre experience is still rated 
beneficial by Metro, but not a pre- 
requisite if the candidate has 
viduality. Case in point is 
Betty Jaynes, 15-year-old 














shouldering 


1ndt- 
that of 


who had 


been on the professional stage only 
once but who was listed as an op- 
eratic possibility. After schooling, 
the Jaynes girl proved to be an ex- 
cellent actress, and is now regarded 
as a coming M-G-M satellite 
Another instance of grabbing an 


unknown as far as thespian training 
is concerned is Lai 
found in and sat 
pictures. 

Perhaps the outstanding example 


Suzanne 
Minneapolis, 


ym, 
for 


of thorough coaching uncovered by 
Metro is Ruby Mercer. When first 
found by M-G-M scouts, she was 


tabbed as a prima donna with an ex- 


cellent voice but little personality. 
Now talent execs claim she has 
warmth, charm and looks. She went 


into the Metropolitan spring season 
before starting her screen career. 
20th’s Way 

Thus far 20th-Fox has not adopted 
any such large scale training opera- 
tion Metro, but Joseph Pincus’ 
eastern talent division does not let 
the lack of stage training stand in 
the way if any scouted material 
shows potentialities. Such folks, who 
loom well aside from veteran acting 
possibilities, are given careful 
struction by Symon Burk, director 
in the talent department in N, Y. 

Warners has a special coach and is 
more fortunately situated than other 
majors, having a steady scheduie of 


as 


short features going through its 
Brooklyn studios. This provides a 
more or less perpetual string of 
screen tests for the talent division, 
with Sam Sax, studio head, always 
on the alert as to feature possi- 
bilities. 


While RKO-Radio at present con- 
centrates its talent activities on the 
Coast, it handles current types un- 
covered in the east via special tutor- 
ing. Typifying this policy is the 
example of two models, Anita Colby 
and Allen Curtis, spotted in N. Y., 
who were given instruction’ by 
Frances Duff-Robinson. They are 
now doing small parts in Coast pro- 
ductions. P 

Universal, under the new regime, 
has made use of the tutoring plan 
when types have loomed as new 
screen faces. Several candidates with 
Ifttle or no stage training have been 
developed in this manner by U in 
recent months. 


Allied 


(Continued from page 7) 














mount. Warners and other exchanges, 
and the convention was unanimous 
in voting to support the independent 
poster exchanges in every possible 
way. 

There was a yelp against Para- 
mount for withholding five top pic- 
tures on the 1936-37 contract, espe- 
cially ‘Souls at Sea.’ Letter from 
Adolph Zukor explaining the rea- 
sons for the non-delivery of these 
pictures was read to the convention, 
Also a squawk against Columbia for 
promising ‘Lost Horizon’ on_ this 
year’s contract and then withdraw- 
ing it on the roadshow clause. 

Allied also has two major anti- 
circuit campaigns in mind; the di- 
vorcement of producers and thea- 
tres, and the chain store tax as ap- 
plied to circuits. Chain-siore iax 
idea has gained particular favor with 
Allied leaders during the past few 
months, and has about passed the 
divorcement campaign in favor. 
This is due to the evident belief that 
they can really get some place with 
the tax idea, since it will mean a 
hefty revenve to the government, 
where the divorcement bill necessi- 
tates lots of legislation in each state, 
and really looked upon by most indie 
leaders as just a means of annoying 
the chains and producers by keeping 
them on the defensive. 

Also with the chain tax plan the 
Allied leaders see a means of cure 
tailing the activities of indie chains, 


which in many instances cause the 
small exhibitors more annoyance 


than the producer-owned circuits. 





Bachelder Checks Out 





Hollywood, June 1 
H. K. Bachelder has resigned as 
labor relations representative on the 
20th-Fox lot. 





No successor has been appointed, 
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Clamps Down | 





Justice Dept. 


(Continued from page 2) 





rase was used by more than one 
esman. 

"= attorney general did suggest, 
nevertheless, that the government is 
finding the film industry ready to 
play ball. He explained that as a 
general practice the D. J. gives per- 
sons mentioned in beefs an oppor- 
tunity to ‘correct conditions.” From 
the way he touched this 
seemed he is counting upon informal 


adjustments rather than the use of | 


pludgeoning tactics to silence the 
indie kickers. 

Further evidence that the D. J. is 
rather bored with it all was the fin- 
ger-pointing at the age of complaints. 
A voice for the anti-trust staff ob- 
gerved there are many squawks 
which in final analysis date back to 
pre-New Deal days and added that 
the volume of yelps has increased 
following death of the NRA. Impli- 
cation was that the G-men are pretty 
well used to a steady stream of com- 
plaints from indie sources. 

New York Angle 

Intricacies of motion picture dis- 
tribution continue an enigma to of- 
ficial Washington. Investigations, 
probes, various private and govern- 
mental legal actions, past and pend- 








CONDUCTOR 
VIOLINIST 


fnd Year—Shen’s 
Buffalo 





“Under Arno’s guidance, the Buffale or- 
chestra has become an outstanding Shea 
ceitribution to teeal entertainment and 
measures up te any of its kind among 
the country’s de tuxers.’’ 








point it 


ing, all can be summed up in a ka- 
leidoscopic total which leaves the 
department of justice, as the admin- 
istration’s law enforcing agent, and 
congressional committee chairmen, 
as legislative helmsmen, in a quan- 
dary. Only phase of the relation of 
the picture business to the country’s 
political economy which seems per- 
fectly clear is that daily it is becom- 
ing more complicated. 

Reports persist that the adminis- 
| tration is determined to define a 
policy towards the film industry. 

For more than a year the bureau 





of justice has been 
complaints from independent theatre 
operators, who assert that large af- 
filiated circuit operations are detvi- 
mental to individual enterprise and 
investment. 

Eagerness of the department of 
justice several years ago to institute 
anti-trust actions has been super- 
ceded by more conciliatory proced- 
ure. For some months the depart- 
ment has referred individual com- 
plaints to the distribution companies 
complained against, and has asked 
for thorough investigations and re- 
ports. Most of the protestants have 
alleged unfair distribution methods 
by which theatres in competition 
with affiliated houses have been un- 
able to purchase first-run pictures, 
or have been compelled to play sec- 
| ond and subsequent runs on a basis 
of unreasonable clearance after first 
run. 


Complaints 

Tracking down these complaints 
and conducting correspondence with 
| the distribution departments of the 
film companies is engaging a large 
staff of investigators. Whereas, the 
bureau of investigation 
concentrated on a few cases which 
seemed flagrant and likely matters 
for anti-trust action (i.e., the St. 
Louis suit), the present status re- 
veals a steady accumulation of de- 
tailed information about distribution 
and exhibition which exceeds ma- 
terially in quantity any data pre- 
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IT’S COOL AT LOEW’S 


‘A STAR IS BORN’ 


Plus!—VAUDEVILLE 


Coming Thursday! 


“NIGHT MUST FALL” 








PARAMOUNT.3::%% 


In Person 
“T Met Him!  Qzzie 
in Paris” 





of investigation of the department 
following up | 


heretofore | 














and His Orch. 











Iv’S GAY, IT’S COOL 


Now “PICK A STAR” 


Coming Thursday 
GABLE—LOY in 
“PARNELL” 








Metro-Goldwyn- 
Mayer's Masterpiece 


COURAGEOUS 


Daily 2:55, 8:55. Extra Mid- 

ght Show Sat., Sup., 3, 6, 

56. Mts. 50c, 77c, $1. Evs, 

50,77c,$1,$1.50,$2. Sat.Mat, 

Sat.Midnight & Sun. 6 one 

B’way at 45th St. 50¢,77c,$1,$1.50 (Plus Tax) 
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“50 Roads 


To Town” 


On the Stage 
NICK LONG, JR. 
MARTY MAY 








George BRENT « Anita LOUISE 


in ‘THE GO GETTER’ 


with CHARLES WINNINGER 


CRITERION Bi%%. 4,722 


45th St. pin 1 P.M. 
Opens 9 A.M.—Midnite Shows 
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Opens Saturday, May 29 


“HIT PARADE” 


FRANCES LANGFORD 
and PHIL REGAN 
U ‘ 
airs RIVOLE ower." 
——— 
Se ane enema 








—— 


ROBINSON ® DAVIS: 


in “KID GALAHAD” 


wn Gone awy 
| 25% pm. 


Broadway & 47th St.—Midnight Shows 











|B DOORS OPEN FROM 8:30 A.M. TO 3:30 A.M. 
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ss” MUSIC HALL 
“THIS IS MY 
AFFAIR” 














Spectacular Stage Productions 





Sherman Staff Shifts 


Hollywood, June 1. 
Ralph Ravenscroft has moved up 
| as production manager on Harry 
| Sherman’s ‘Hopalong Cassidys’ for 
| Paramount. 
Fred Cruger takes the vacated 
| place in the publicity department, 


wt 





viously collected and collated. 

No one in Washington who has 
any information of what is going on 
believes all this work is without 
purpose and direction. What the de- 
partment of justice proposes to do, 
and the direction it intends to take, 
are apparently unknown except to 
a few insiders who are close to the 
attorney-general. It is a certainty 
that the government’s policy is a 
mystery to the film companies. The 
legal departments of the major pic- 
ture concerns would like to know 
what the future holds, but they don’t 
know whom to ask. It’s all as baf- 





fling as the best whodunit ever pro- 
duced in Hollywood. 
Congress 
Congress meanwhile is approach- | 
ing an adjournment date with the 


Hobbs resolution, and the recently 
introduced Dies resolution, which 
| demand thorough airings of the film 
industry by a sub-committee em- 
powered to 
conduct hearings anywhere 
country, languishing in the 
committee. There have been re- 
peated efforts to get some action on 
the Hobbs resolution, but it seems 
unlikely during this session of Con- 
gress. One explanation 


issue 
in the 


made up its 


series of anti-trust actions and a 
fishing expedition, such as the Hobbs 
and Dies resolutions might encour- 
age, would be distinctly detrimental 
to the success of anything under- 
taken by the department of justice. 

The most accurate forecast of what 
the administration leaders have in 
mind is reported to be the curtail- 
ment of further growth and develop- 
ment of affiliated theatre chains. In 
the bureau’s file is detailed informa- 
tion of every affiliated theatre oper- 
ation in the country, the extent of 
the producer-distributor ownership, 
the film franchises which the the- 
atre possesses from its affiliated dis- 
tributor and other major releasing 
companies, and the history of film 
clearances between the theatre and 
its competing houses, independent or 
affiliated. 

Whether such data on the affiliated 
chains is to be used by the depart- 
ment of justice as the basis for anti- 








=| trust suits, or whether it will be di- 


| verted to legislative leaders as the 


the moment’s mystery. 


SEATTLE 


(Continued from page 10) 





rently. Last week, same films, 
$3,100, good. 
Coliseum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 


(1,900; 21-32)—‘Love Is News’ (20th) 
and ‘Nancy Steele’ (20th). Antici- 
pated fair $3,200. Last week, ‘Swing 
High.’ (Par) and ‘Clarence’ (Par), 
$3,300, fair. 

Colonial (Sterling) (850; 11-16-21) 
—‘Woman Alone’ (GB) and ‘Hills of 
Old Myoming’ (Par). Getting good 
$2,500. Last week, ‘China Passage’ 
(RKO) and ‘Gold Bracket’ (GN), fair 
$2,200. 

Fifth Avenue — Hamr ic k-Ever- 
green) (2,400; 32-37-42)—‘Met Him in 
Paris’ (Par) and ‘Her Husband Lies’ 
(Par). Placed at big $9,500. Will h.o. 
Last week, ‘Gave Him Gun’ (MG) 





ing for big $5,000. Last week, same 
film; $7,100, great. 

Music Box (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(900 82-37-42 \—They Gave Him Gun’ 
(MG) and ‘Nobody's Baby’ (MG) (2d 
wk $2,000; so-so. Last week ‘Prince 
and Pauper’ (WB) and ‘Song of City’ 
(MG), got fair $2,200 in third week. 


Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(2,700; 32-37-42 )}—Kid Gallahad’ (WB) 
and ‘Oh, Doctor’ (U), dual. Heavy 
newspaper ads helping for big $7,000; 
will hold. Last week, ‘Call It a Day’ 


(WB) and ‘Silent Barriers’ (C)), 
dual, poor $3,900. 
Palomar (Sterling) (1,450; 16-27- 


37)—Men In Exile’ (WB) and stag 
show. Slow $3,200. Last week, 
‘Everybody Danced’ (GB) and vaude, 
Bowes unit, $6,900, good. 

Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(3,106; 32-37-42)—‘Go Getter’ (WB) 
and ‘Angel’s Holiday’ (20th). Not so 
forte; $3,200. Last week, ‘Elephant 


(U), $3,100, poor. 
Roosevelt (Sterling) (850; 21-32) 
‘Hit Parade’ (Rep) and ‘We Have 
Our Moments’ (U). Good $3,000 in- 
dicatec, Last week, ‘John Meade’s 
Woman’ (Par) and ‘Devil's Play- 
ground’ (Col), $2,400, fair. 


| 
GATES BACK AT MG 


Hollywood, June 1. 


Metro to write the screen treatment 
of Fannie Hurst's story, ‘Once Upon 
a Time.’ 

He recently completed scripting 
‘The Real Glory’ for Samuel Gold- 
} wyn. 





subpoenas and | 


rules 


offered is | 
that the administration already has | 
mind to move through | 
the department of justice in one or a | 


basis for framing restrictive laws is 


and ‘Nobody’s Baby’ (MG) $7,000, 
nice. 
Liberty (J-VH) (1,900-21-32-42)— | 


‘Star Is Born’ (UA) (4th wk). Head- | 


Harvey Gates has moved back to | 
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Swi vel Chair Blues 





(Continued from page 3) 








| Freeman, Leon Netter, Jules Levy, 
Herbert J. Yates, J. J. Milstein and 
others. Numerous executives 
were not drawn to the Coast for 
product conferences, conventions or 


other trips out-of-town. 
circuit convention in Galveston, Tex., 


last week drew a number from New 
York 
Nobouwy Home 
While a few weeks ago the Metro 


if the country’s scenery had changed 


{much of late. Harry M. Warner went 


who | 


. . ! 
for other reasons, have been making | 
Interstate | 


h.o. was stripped of executive talent | 


by its convention in L. A., a week 
ago the entire Universal and Grand 
National forces from New York were 
also out Whooping it up fol 
the 1937-38 season. At 
| 20th-Fox and 


there, 
present the 
Republic h.o.’s are as 
barren as these others were, while 
;}next Sunday (6) Paramount's big- 
wigs will leave for L. 
| week United Artists will 
| look more deserted than it has re- 
cently. Schaefer has been on the 
| Coast a couple weeks now, but went 


week Depinet, Jules Levy and other 
|ing the RKO h.o. in the hands of 
the lesser-knowns 

During the past four or five weeks 
| N. Y, executives have been getting 
away from their h.o with 
considerable mostly on 


chores 
frequency, 


there a couple weeks ago, so was 
Neil F. Agnew and Universal’s Jim- 
my Grainger, plus Eddie Alperson 
and others who made the trips to 
discuss new season’s product and see 


on to Galveston to look in on Inter- | 


trips to the Coast. Depinet was out | 


out for another reason, the illness 
of his daughter, Mrs. Mervyn LeRoy. 
Gradwell L. Sears, WB's general 
sales manager, was out there early 
in May, although the Warne: 
vention was held in N. Y 

Will Hays had planned training for 


COlL- 


| the Coast durins May but didn't 
i get. away until last night (Tues.) 
E. L. Kuykendall, president of the 
Motion Picture Theatre Own 

of America hasnt been in New 
York for some time. Herman Rob- 
bins, president of National Screen 
only returned to N. Y. a couple 
weeks ago, after a lengthy visit on 


A. Following | 
begin to| 


| 
| 


state. Sometime during the coming | 


execs will start for the Coast, leav- | 





the Coast 


Early Cayuse 

Hollywood June 1 
‘Riders of the Dawn,’ 
initial Jack Randall 
loper, is on location at Lone 
R. N. Bradbury is 

sociate producer. 
Bradbury also contributed a pair 


Monogram’s 
chanting gal- 
Pine. 
director and as- 


of tunes to ‘White Clouds in the 
Moonlight’ and ‘Riders of the Dawn.’ 
Frank Sanucci is musical director. 


Lusty’s Magyar Finds 


Bill Lusty, just back from a tour 
of Europe in search of material and 
talent, has obtained the film rights 
to a current Budapest play Drug 
Store,” and placed under personal 
contract Lilli Magda, who has ap- 
peared in films abroad 

Additionally, Lusty 


18 scripts 


brought back 
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SATIRE ARTICLES 
BEAUTY 


PICTORIAL FEATURES 








Boy’ (UA) and ‘Good As Married’ | 


CINEMA ARTS 
250 Park Avenue, 


Please send me your special introductory offer 
issues of CINEMA ARTS for which | enclose $1. 
lar price per copy 50c; year’s subscription $5.00.) 


INENAA 


THE “FORTUNE” OF 
MOTION PICTURE INDUSTRY 
| BECKONS AMERICA 

TO VIEW THE STATURE OF 
CINEMA ARTISTRY 


EDICATED to the Cinema—both Art and 
Industry — to do what Fortune did for 
Business, what Esquire has done for Men. 
Cinema Arts is different—never dull. 
tistic, but never arty; smart, but not smug. It 
matches Hollywood’s world-famed Glamour 
with a Glamour all its own. 


FIRST ISSUE—JUNE 4 


50c All Newsstands 50c¢ 
CONTENTS 


FRONT COVER—GARBO! 
A FANTASY IN THE FABRY MANNER 
ELEVEN PREVIEW PICTURE PRESENTATIONS 


15 Color Pages | 


| 50c June 4—All Newsstands 50¢ 


CINEMA ARTS | 


The “Fortune” of the Motion Picture Industry 


New York City. 
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CARTOONS HUMOR 
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THE DATE LINE OF THE BIGGEST 
SCREEN STORY OF THE YEAR! 
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and THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE 
COMPANY'S 1937-1938 PRODUCT! 
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Rill Bacher, Louella Parsons Remered 


Going to Benton & Bowles Sub Rosa 


> 
Bill Bacher, ‘Hollywood Hotel’ pro- 
ducer, and Louella Parsons may 
scram Campbell Soup. Looks like 


Zacher and Miss Parsons may swing 
over to Benton & Bowles agency; 
that Bacher will produce Showboat 
and Palmolive Beauty Box, and Miss 
Parsons will use her film guests on 
Palmolive. 

Bacher has insisted that he is not 
leaving the F. Wallis Armstrong 
agency, although it is generally 
known that relations between him and 
the agency head, Ward Wheelock, 
have been strained since Bacher took 
an eight-week contract with Ruth- 
rauff & Ryan to doctor up the ail- 
ing Rinso-Lifebuoy show. Wheelock 
hastened to Hollywood from the east 
at the time and went so far as to 
have intermediaries talk to top pro- 
ducers, among them Frank Wood- 
ruff, who directs the Lux broadcasts. 

Bacher claims he has no contract 





In Walked the Boss 


William S. Paley, accom- 
panied by a couple of his v.p.’s, 
Mefford Runyon and Paul Kes- 
ten, and his: construction head, 
Stanley McAllister, made a tour 
of inspection last week which 
took in every phase of CBS’ 
home office operations, It was 
Paley’s first visit in the case of 
several. departments. 

During the past year the net- 
work’s home departments have 
expanded so fast that they have 
had to be scattered on various 
floors of the Madison avenue 
building. Tour gave Paley his 
first opportunity to observe the 
results of the mushrooming and 
also to find out where his execs 
should be located in the event 
the pushbutton system went out 
of order. 











with F. Wallis Armstrong; that his 
arrangement is verbal as it was with 
Benton & Bowles when he produced 
Showboat and Palmolive in the east. 

Lending credence to the reports of 
Bacher’s washup with ‘Hollywood 
Hotel’ is his arrival over the week- 
end in New York, where he says he 
will spend most of the week. This 
is seen as tipoff to what’s in the wind 
although Bacher insists the trip is 
purely for a rest and a visit with his 
eastern medico. 

During a recent Coast visit of A. 
W. Hobler, president of Benton & 
Bowles, several meetings were held 
with Miss Parsons and Bacher. 

Radio’s hazy as to why Bacher and 
Miss Parsons are shooting the works 
on one particular broadcast. Guest- 
ers originally set for two shows have 
been combined for the colossal. In 
it will be Weber and Fields, the 
Marx brothers, Al Jolson, George 
Jessel, Allan Jones and the regular 
run of talent. That setup represents 
around $25,000 in performers. 

Herschel Williams, B&B rep in 
Hollywood, has denied himself to 
those seeking to get an official state- 
ment from the agency on the setup 
of Showboat, which docks in L. A. 
July 8, and Palmolive, setting up on 
the Coast in early fall. Latter de- 
velopment, it is said, depends on 
whether the deal can be swung for 
Miss Parsons. 


HILL FOLLOWS MALAND 
AS IOWA ASS’N. PREZ 


Des Moines, June 1. 

Iowa Association of Broadcasters 
in annual meeting here had for the 
main order of business the discus- 
sion of football scheduleX Owing 
to the absence of Dr. C. M. Upde- 
graff, of the State University of Iowa, 
no definite conclusions were reached. 
Craig Lawrence, of KSO, Des Moines; 
F. C. Eighmey, manager of KGLO, 
Mason City, and J. O. Maland, man- 
ager of WHO, constitute a commit- 
tee appointed to call on Dr. Upde- 
graff. 

Luther L. Hill, manager of KSO 
and KRNT, was elected president of 
the association for 1937-38. He suc- 
ceeds J. O. Maland, Earl N. Peak, 
manager of KFJB, Marshalltown, 
was re-elected secretary-treasurer. 

Sumner D. Quarton, W. B. Quarton 
and D. E. Inman, all of WMT, Wa- 
terloo and Cedar Rapids; Robert 
Kaufman, KMA, Shenandoah; John 
M. Henry and Reggie Martin of 
KOIL, Council Bluffs; E. H. Bon- 
durant, WHO; W. I. Griffith, WOI, 
Ames; Hill, Peak, Eighmey, Law- 
rence and Maland were present. 


Buryl Lottridge Set 


Oklahoma City, June 1. 
we Lottridge, former sales man- | 
Ser of Central States Broadcasting , 
pte Hn of Nebraska (KOIL, Omaha, 
and KFAB, KFOR, Lincoln), joins 
the Hearst KOMA station here. 

Lottridge comes in as assistant to 
Neal Barrett. 

















Prof. Quiz (Craig Earl) 
Draws 15,000 in N. C. 


Charlotte, N. C., June 1. 

Professor Quiz (Craig Earl) did 
some fancy quizzing before a large 
audience at the American Legion 
stadium here May 9. Event had been 
planned for the city armory, but had 
to be moved to the stadium, seating 
15,000, because of the demand for 
tickets. 

Tickets were distributed by the 
Duke Power Co., local sponsor of the 
program. Those desiring to attend 
were required to apply personally 
at the Power eatin 


‘IF | WERE MANAGER’ 


Baseball Tacticians as Centerpiece of 
WGR Program 





Buffalo, June 1. 

Stunt new to Buffalo is ‘The Sec- 
ond Guessers’ Club,’ which makes its 
bow tonight (1) on WGR. 

Idea is a round table discussion of 
baseball, and particularly the local 
Bisons, by the fans themselves. Sig- 
mund Smith and Jack Gelzer, spiel- 
ers, will ask leading questions and 
give the plugs but the material is all 
expected to come from non-pros. 

Mikes will be piped into taverns, 
restaurants, etc., around city each 
Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday at 


6 for the stunt. Elephant Butts is 
the sponsor and Ruthrauf & Ryan 
handled. 


Auditions, piped from a couple of 
spots last week, found the fans more 
than ready to have their say in post- 
mortem discussions. Gives the 
bleacher managers plenty of chance 
to spout that they would have or- 
dered whoozis to bunt in the eighth 
instead of hitting into a double play. 


Jo Ranson’s Book 


‘Cops on the Air’ is the title of a 
a new Eagle Library book just out. 
It's by Jo Ranson, who looks like 
Edward G. Robinson and is radio 
editor of the Brooklyn Daily Eagle. 

It’s a factual account of the role 
radio aye in crime detection. 
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Cincinnati, June 1. 
Party of radio folks for opening 
of gee-gee session at Latonia, Ky., 
Saturday (29), included John L. 
Clark, Emanuel G. Rosenberg and 
Don Becker, of Transamerican; 


Frank M. Smith and Bob Kennett, 
of WLW-WSAI, and L. B. Wilson 


and Elmer Dressman, of WCKY. 
Trans trio and the Crosley duo 
took in the auto race at Indianapolis, 
Monday (31) L. B. snoots mere 
gasoline speed 
Wallace Warren, from Central 
States Broadcasting Co.’s . Omaha 


office, has become _ producer-an- 
nouncer on KFBK, Sacramento. 
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| Self-Invited 


| who like to go places, 
| . 

and guzzle expensive refre 
They’re happy to allow radio actors, | 
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CIAL DEADBEATS 





CHUN NY ADMEN Prophets See Craig Vs. Myers 
In N.AB. Election; ‘Outs’ Charge 


Three ‘Ins Govern Trade Assn 


LET ACTORS 


Enjoy 
Hospitality of Stars, 


to 


tors, Musicians, Some of 
the Agency Boys Don’t 
Spare the Caviar 


A PHILOSOPHY 





Radio’s champion deadbeats 
the advertising agency 
meet blondes 
shmenis 


are 


comedians, musicians; writers and 
directors to lift the check. 

Some of the Broadway boys are 
grumbling about the impositions 
heaped upon them by such admen. 
They wouldn’t take that: much social 
abuse of good nature and good fel- 
lowship from a Hollywood = scout. 
Nor would a Hollywood scout at- 
tempt the inconsiderate and chisel- 
ing night life tactics of the agency 
lads. 

These abuses of hospitality are 
described as by no means restricted 
to a few advantage-takers. It seems 
to be quite widely accepted among 
agency men that any actor getting 
over $100 a broadcast is fair game. 
Talent with a penthouse or _ its 
equivalent, liquor and a habit of 
being at home may rely upon self- 
invited guests, who will bring along 
a party and stay far into the night. 
Or maybe over the week-end. With 
long distance telephone calls, orders 
for food, more drink and so on 
blithely added to the host’s account 

It takes a blunt host, or a wife, 
who doesn’t know from _ nothing 
about advertising agencies, to throw 
the good time Charlies for a loss 
Many in the entertainment profes- 
sion haven't yet figured out radio, 
so they’re afraid to be resentful 
when the cute kiddies from the ad- 
vertising world want to whoop it up 
on somebody else’s cuff. 

An@ Night Clubs 

It’s the same when the party 
visits night clubs and whatnot. 
Agency lads order champagne with 
a connoisseur’s knowledge of the best 
years. They glut themselves on 
caviar. When the check comes they 
get stabbing pains of neuritis in both 
wrists. Mr. Radio Actor or Mr. 
Music Man is a winner of the check 
without competition. 

Deadbeating on the customary 
social divvy-up of cost doesn’t per- 
turb the agency boys. They’re clear- 
eyed even when drunk about the 
probability of the talent being afraid 
to squawk. Some of the actors, etc. 
are inexperienced enough to actually 
rate the entertaining as an invest- 
ment in good will. Others have 
fewer illusions about favors to come, 
but may pay off just on the long 
chance that the spongers, while not 
able to help land a contract for 
sponsorship, might be in a position 
to jeopardize one that did materialize 
spontaneously. 

Much of the socializing between 
talent and buyers is marked by a 
false front of joviality. As if each 


side had discovered the other and 
was perfectly fascinated. 
Fact that manv of the ad men get 


nominal salaries from their agencies 
and know that the talent is in the} 
bucks leads to a free-and-easy-with- 
the-host’s-money attitude. However, 
a suspicion has spread that admen 


with expense accounts of their own 
could, if they wanted, make a ges- | 
ture now and then toward the sad 


news. And they conld manage to 
remember, if they cared, to pay back 
some of the ‘social crisis’ loans which 
they never hesitate to ask of talent 
(but not so freely of members of 
their own ergunnrenes, 


Flynn ‘Agents’ for Lux 
Holly wood, June 1, 
Errol Flynn will do ‘Special Agent 
for Lux June 14. 
Martin Gosch oi 
cleared both the player 
for the broadcast. 
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and 
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Thought He Was Good 


Schenectady, June 1. 

Gertrude C. Peeples, chair- 
man of the artist audition com- 
mittee of the Buffalo Broad- 
casting Corp., was married to 
Radcliffe Hall, new WGY an- 
nouncer-production man, in 
New York City, May 29. 

Miss Peeples, as audition 
chairman, gave Hall the hear- 
ing which won him a job with 
BBC. Hall recently transferred 
from BBC to NBC in Schenec- 
tady, where he will reside with 
his bride. 


NBC’S SAN FRANCISCO 
HANDS ARE ORGANIZED 


San Francisco, June i. 

Recently formed ‘protective asso- 
ciation’ of National Broadcasting Co. 
employes here made it. official. last 
week by adopting a _ constitution, 
electing officers and a board of me- 
diators, and styling itself Associated 
Radio Employees. 

John Ribbe, producer, was named 
chairman; Anita Bolton, of the agri- 
culture department, vice-chairman; 
Dorothy Brown, program, secretary; 
James Lyman, auditing, treasurer. 
Board of mediators includes’ Don 
Thompson, program; Louise Landis, 
press; Glenn Ticer, sales; Archie 
Presby, announcers; Lucille M¢Adoo, 
auditing. Board’s job is to représent 
members of the organization in col- 
lective bargaining with NBC execs. 














MYERS BREAKS ICE 


Horse Race Quotations Siart Over 
KOIN, Portland 








Portland, Ore., June 1. 

KOIN has decided to broadcast 
horse racing results from nearby 
Columbia Downs racetrack. Also 
pari mutuel quotations on favorite 
horses, C. W. Myers of KOIN de- 
clares he has a definite ruling from 
F. C. C. in Washington permitting 
the air release of such racetrack 
dope. 

Previously KGW and KEX had 
fought shy of using any racetrack 
quotations on their ether as being 
possible violation of Section 136 
which concerns lottery laws. 

Understanding is that practically 
all stations in this territory will now 
feel clear to announce pari mutuel 
winnings. 


Pietro Yon to Europe; 
RCA May DX Him 


Pietro Yon, concert organist, may 
do a series of broadcasts while he is 
in Europe this summer. NBC is 
considering possibility of his doing 
a group of short programs for RCA 
Magic Key. 

Yon, who sail for England, June 
13, is organist at St. Patrick’s Cathe- 
dral, N. Y., and is honorary organist 
of the Vatican, Rome. 


Beslace Myrt and Marge 


Hollywood, June 1, 
new quarter hour script show 
to air at night will replace Myrt and 
Marge for Super-Suds when the 
gals wind up their current deal in 
July. Newlyweds, now on KNX, 
best chance for spot, al- 
though several others are being au- 
ditioned by Herschel Williams of 
Benton & Bowles. 





A 


Virginia Verrill, singer, has been | chief of Radio Sales, Inc., 


for Showboat, which switches 
here July 8 Only others contracted | 


set 


are Charles Winninger and Tommy) June 7. 


Jack Haley will do a few 
before his Log Cabin 


Thomas. 
guest shots 


| show is ready. 





Administration now in control of 
the National Association of Broad- 
casters may find the going rough 
when the convention, which opens 
in Chicago, June 20, gets around to 
the election of officers. Persons 
whose business takes them on a fre- 
quent round of indie stations report 
that they have encountered senti- 
ment which forebodes a stiff fight to 
clear the NAB decks of its present 
officials and management and to in- 


stall a ticket headed by Ed Craig, 
of WSM, Nashville. 

Though named:by the official 
nominating committee for the NAB 
presidency last year, Craig was 
badly defeated by CC, W. Myers, 
KOIN, Portland, after Arthur B. 
Church, KMBC, Kansas City, who 


put the latter into nomination from 
the floor, had remarked to the con- 
vention that Craig had apparently 
thought so little of the proposed post 
that he had the week before sailed 
four Europe. Craig has not forgotten 
this assertion, say his supporters. 

Craig’s backers hold that he will 
have little difficulty lining up even 
the 100-watter vote. Though the 
operator of a 50,000-watt station, 
Craig, they point out, is fully con- 
versant with the problems of the 
small outlet and the one thing that 
the present NAB administration 
won't be able to tag him with is the 
charge of network domination. 
Craig camp plans to direct its criti- 
cal fire against the three-man clique 
which the pro-Craigites describe as 
the actual and arbitrary directing 
force of the NAB. This threesome 
consists of Church, J. O. Maland, 
WHO, DesMoines, and H. K. Car- 
penter, WHK-WJAY, Cleveland. 

Present NAB powers-that-be an- 
ticipate some bitter opposition at 
the convention, but they are at the 
same time confident of re-electing 
Myers, who is personally popular, 
and the others on the slate they 
choose. They aver that the present 
administration has done nothing for 
which it needs apologize and that 
they are also prepared to take care 
of any criticism that may be directed 
at the NAB’s managing director, 
James W. Baldwin, 


WGY’S FIELD DAY IS 
TOPPED BY PLAQUE 


Schenectady, N. Y., June 1. 

George McElrath, of NBC, New 
York, and Boyd Bullock, of General 
Electric, joined in presenting Ralph 
Sayre, of WGY’s South Schenec- 
tady transmitter-engineering staff, a 
plaque in recognition of station's 
record as the NBC-operated outlet 
with the lowest ‘lost time’ mark for 
1936. Dinner at Saratoga Lake fol- 
lowed WGY’s annual field day. 

Kolin D. Hager, WGY manager, 
was toastmaster, with McElrath, 
Bullock and Colonel Jim Healey, 
WGY commentator, as _ speakers. 
Ford Rush, Slim Weber, Annette 
McCullough, and Gordie Randall's 
orchestra furnished entertainment, 
along with Winslow Leighton, 
George Nelson and Bob Cragin, of 
Leighton and Nelson, who did a bur- 
lesque of radio and agency activity. 

About 80 attended the field day, 
which opened with two soft ball 
games in which the Programmers, 
with Hager pitching, defeated the 
Technicians, 11-1, and the Artists 
whipped the Technicians, 20-10, 











Williamson to WKRC 


Chicago, June 1. 
W. J. Williamson, western sales 
here, has 


been named sales manager of WKRC, 
Columbia station in Cincinnati, on 
Replacing S. R. Bafeman, 
resigned, 

Williamson has been with Radio 
Sales here for the past three years, 
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Transamerican-Hearst Deal Near; 


May Extend -WLW Line; Affects 


Transamerican-Built Programs 


Agreement has been reached be- 
tween the Transamerican Broadcast- 
ing & Television Corp. and Hearst 
Radio, Inc., which when signatured 


will have Transamerican represent- | 
the Hearst stations in the sale of | 


ing 
time for transcribed or live pro- 
grams created by the.former organi- 
zation. There is also talk of extend- 
ing the WLW, Cincinnati, wire to 
WHN, New York, to take in Hearst's 


New York State Network. 
Under the proposed deal Trans- 
american would in no way affect | 


Hearst Radio’s present sales setup as 
far as disposal of general represent- 
ation is concerned. The _ present 
Hearst sales staff would handle all 
spot and hookup business other than 
that which involves Transamerican 
produced shows. 

Signatures between Transamer- 
ican and Hearst are expected to be 
exchanred when John L. Clark, 
Transamerican prez, returns from 
his Virginia home whence he had | 
hurried from Cincinnati Monday | 
(31) on hearing that one of his chil- 
dren was quite -ill. | 
| 





EARHART’S $50,000 
RADIO ASKING PRICE 


Miami, June l. | 

Amelia Earhart took off yesterday 
(Monday) for her round-the-world 
flight without tying up her broadcast 
services. NBC and Columbia each 
put in bids for exclusive rights to 
her departure, arrival and stopping- 
off broadcasts, but it was no dice in 
either case. Aviatrix’s husband, 
George Palmer Putnam, set a price 
of $50,000 for these rights, and after 
reps from either network had spent 
all Sunday bargaining with him, it 
was decided that the thing wasn't 
worth the asking price. 

WQAM, in covering the takeoff, 
brought along recording equipment 
as a precaution against line failure. 
The line to the transmitter did go 
wrong. Event was recorded and the 
platter rushed to the station’s stu- 
dios under police escort, Disc was 
rebroadcast later in the day for 
those who weren't up at 6:18 that 
dawning to get the original airing. 

Miss Earhart stayed tuned to 
WQAM on the first leg of her flight 
for weather bulletins. 


Jack Haley Set 


Jack Haley goes on the General 
Foods payroll this fall, Contract he 
got through his agent, Sam Lyons, 
last week, guarantees him 39 weeks 
on a half-hour series over NBC 
carrying the Log Cabin Syrup label. 

It will be a half-hour program, 
with Benton & Bowles the agency. 
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Mickey Mouse Band Airs 


Tacoma, June 1 


Mickey Mouse band, 50 strong. 
started several years back by Bill 
|Connor and Ned Edris for John 
| Hamrick, Northwest theatre oper- 


ator, goes on the Columbia network 
from the local KVI June 5. This 
is the first time a local production 
of any kind goes over the network. 

Band is financed by Hamrick, who 
| pays a director, Louis Wersen. In 
addition to the broadcast over the 
network, the band will also appear 
| in concert at the Hamrick Music 
Box, June 4, 5 and 6 and will be in 
the form of a dedicatory presenta- 
tion honoring Walt Disney, father 
of Mickey Mouse. 





Breen and DeRose Got It 
Going but Not Coming, 


Denver, June 1. 
May Singh Breen and Peter De-| 
Rose, NBC’s long-time ‘Sweethearts | 


of Melody,’ were given a western'| 


sendoff when they left Denver fol- | 


| lowing their vacation. A. E. Nelson,| j,, dept. will be established in the 


| 


KOA manager, arranged for a re- 
mote from the depot, and some of! 
the station talent aided in the pro-| 
gram. 

It was impossible to give a west-| 
ern welcome as they had quietly | 
slipped into Denver, and did not! 
make their presence known until | 
two days before their departure. 


Dick Foran Released 


Hollywood, June 1. 

Handed a starring role in a War- 
ner picture, Dick Foran asked for 
and received his release from the 
Burns and Allen show, on which he 
warbled with Ray Noble’s orch for 
the past nine weeks. 

Tony Martin replaces after June 7 
broadcast. 











Max Hall to New York 


Atlanta, June 1. 

Max Hall, radio editor of Hearst's 
Atlanta Georgian and American, has 
resigned to become member of edi- 
torial staff of New York Mirror. 

Jimmy Davenport, erstwhile an- 
nouncer for WGST, Atlanta, has 
become member of staff of WRDW, 
Augusta, Ga., as sports commentator. 





Theatre Organ Sponsored 


|in and out of N. Y. when firm needs 
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off the record at the Association 
vertisers’ Hot Springs convention 


must not be taken as conclusive. 


outfit has attempted. 


JACK BENNY (Jello). 


LUX RADIO THEATRE. 


PHIL BAKER (Gulf). 
NATIONAL BARN 


SERIA ASH = 





Farm versus urban listening habits survey made 
by Cooperative Analysis of Broadcasting (revealed 


in the hands of C. A. B. subscribers. 

Survey tends to indicate that guest stars do not | 
register with farmers and that sophistication of the 
flip metropolitan type also doesn’t click. 
C. A. B. is prompt to acknowledge that the results 


fort along comparative city-rural lines the research 


1 

MAJOR BOWES (Chrysler). 2 
LOWELL THOMAS (Sunoco). 3. 
LUM AND ABNER (Horlick’s). 4. 
5 

EDDIE CANTOR (Texaco). 6 
FIBBER McGEE & MOLLY 7 
AMOS ’N’ ANDY (Pepsodent). 


DANCE 


FARM VS. CITY RADIO LIKES 


Survey is based on completed interviews with 
9.815 farmers and 10,785 rural small town set own- 
ers—a total of 20,600. The work was carried on in 
355 communities and towns in the basic area hav- 
ing an average population of less than 760. 


C. A. B. is operated under the supervision of a 
governing committee consisting of Dr. D. P. Smel- 
ser, the Procter & Gamble Company, chairman; 
George H. Gallup, Young & Rubicam, Inc., treas- 
urer; C. H. Lang, General Electric Company, George 
W. Vos, the Texas Company; L. D. H. Wold, Mc- 
Cann-Erickson, Inc., and A. W. Lehman, manager. 
| Report sums up popularity ratings thus: 





of National Ad- 
in April) is now 


However, 





It’s the first ef- 
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(Johnson). 
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(Alka Seltzer). 10 


JACK BENNY (Jello). 

LUX RADIO THEATRE. 

EDDIE CANTOR (Texaco). 
MAJOR BOWES (Chrysler). 
RUDY VALLEE (Royal Gelatin). 
FRED ALLEN (Sal Hepatica). 
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- HOLLYWOOD HOTEL (Campbell). 
- BING CROSBY (Kraft). 
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H. W. KASTOR IN NEW YORK 


Reopens Manhattan Branch — Radio 
Director Will Commute 








After having had no N. Y. office : 
for nearly three years, the H. W. | 
Kastor agency, of Chicago and St. | 
Louis, has reopened rooms. Arthur | 
G. Kastor, v.p. of firm, is back han- 
dling the N. Y. end as he did 
formerly. 

For the present, no radio produc- 


east, that phase of the biz continu- 
ing to be centered in Chi. E. A. Ale- 
shire, Kastor radio director, will run 


air advice. 


Condense ‘On Your Toes’ 
For Television Attempt 


London, May 21. 
First full-dress stage show to go 
on a television program here is on 
‘On Your Toes,’ which is being tele- 
scoped to fill a complete afternoon 
session by the B.B.C., complete with 
full Coliseum cast, headed by Jack 
Whiting, Vera dZorina, Marjorie 
Browne, Jack Donahue, Olive Blake- 
ney, et al. 
Although cut to an hour, show re- 
tains the entire story thread and all 
the hit numbers from ‘Small Hotel’ 
onwards, with Zorina, Donahue and 
Whiting in the original dance rou- 
tines. 
Presentation is from the _ studio, 
and production by D. H. Munro. 











Jimmy James Heads West 
E.P.H. James, NBC sales promo- 
tion mgr., will be out for two weeks, 
the first as a vacation and the sec- 
ond consumed in making trade talks. 

One date will take him out to Salt 





Atlanta, June 1. 
Carroll Furniture Co. is sponsor- 
ing ‘Console Moods with Dan and 
Don,’ 15 minutes daily Monday 
through Friday over WGST. Broad- 
cast is a remote from Lucas & Jen- 








LUNKE INTO DISC BiZ 


Dudley Williamson Production Mgr 
of New Seattle Waxworks 








Seattle, June 1. 

J. R. Lunke has organized a new 
transcription firm here called Weco 
Radio Productions. Lunke was last 
with Strang & Prosser advertising 
agency and is ex-NBC. 

Dudley Williamson, formerly of 
Blackett-Sample-Hummert, Chicago, 
will be Weco’s production manager. 
Offices will be opened later in San 
Frgncisco and Los Angeles. 


Oakie Resumes Sept. 28 


Camel cigarets has given Jack 
Oakie a new contract for the fall, 
starting Sept. 28. Comic’s last stand 
on the current agreement will be the 
June 29 broadcast. ; 

Between times the account's pro- 
gram over CBS Tuesday nights will 
be reduced to a half hour, with 
Benny Goodman's band carrying the 
load. 











KLZ Salesman Goes Midway 
Denver, June 1. 

Cy Taillon, of the KLZ commercial 
department, Denver, will spend his 
summer as announcer and master of 
ceremonies at fairs. 

Has resigned his Denver job, ef- 
fective July 1. 


kins’ Fox theatre. 

Dan Hornsby, Don Naylor, Homer 
Knowles; Fox, organist, and Jimmy 
| Dodd, steel guitarist, plus Frank 


Lake City, where the Pacific Adver- 
tising Clubs Association convenes 
June 15. 





Unger, Adams Shift 


Stella Unger and Jack Adams have 
left J. P. Miller agency, New York, 
to link up with the Erwin, Wasey & 
Co. radio dept. 





Theatres, Radio Share Musicians 
In So. Africa, Garratt Explains 





By MIKE WEAR 

One . broadcasting practice which 
perhaps is limited to South Africa 
is that of having orchestras from 
radio programs double into picture 
theatres on a sharing basis, accord- 
ing to Teddie Garratt, music and 
radio retailer of Johannesburg, who 
is in New York for two weeks, his 
first visit in 17 years. As described 
by Garratt, it is the friendly rela- 
tionship between some leading ex- 


hibitors and broadcasting officials 
that makes such an arrangement 
possible. 


As a result of this, the theatre 
managements of bigger houses ob- 
tain an orchestra of 20 to 40 pieces 
for about half or less than what 





Calls Jane Froman Ritzy 


Cincinnati, June 1. 

Paul Kenngdy, radio ed of the 
Post, did a burn-up yarn on Jane 
Froman as the lead for his column 
Wednesday (26). Scribe, who en- 
joys the rep of doing right by visit- 
ing mike workers of prominence via 
puff notices, typed that Miss Froman 
gave him the cold-and-icy during 
her brief visit here last week by 
ignoring his telephone calls and 
telegrams, bidding for an interview. 

Songstress made her radio bow on 
WLW a few years since, having been 
spotted by Powel Crosley, Jr., as 
promising talent when she was 
studying at a local music college. 
While on WLW, Miss Froman met 
Don Ross, now her hubby, who was 
then teamed on the station with 
Jack Brooks. 





Weeland Leaves KLZ 
Denver, June 1. 
Les Weeland has resigned as mu- 
Sical director of KLZ, Denver. 
Goes to join staff of KDYL, Salt 








| Gaither miking the plugs. 


Will serve under Lew Amis. 


Lake City. 








To get the good ones the buyer 
must take the doubtful ones. That's 
been true in pictures for years 
through a block booking system. 
Now its getting to be very like that 
in radio, To get the ‘good’ 39 weeks 
of the regular broadcast season 
(September to May) the advertiser 
must take the intervening 13-weeks. 

It works out that way in practical 
business dealings because networks 
will not option time ahead far 
enough to guarantee sponsors they 
can have the same or a comparable 
time slot upon return after a sum- 
mer lay-off. Extreme scarcity of 
choice time in the evenings has 
created a property value which, 
along with accumulative discounts 
that would also be sacrificed, in- 
duces advertisers to use radio 52 
weeks a year. 

Policy of American advertising 
agencies toward Radio Luxembourg 
on the question of summer broad- 
| casting is similar to the one that 
i they have adopted toward the U. S. 








network. These agencies have ad- 
vised their accounts to stick along 
with the super-powered European 
outlet for the summer rather than 
take a chance at not being able to 
regain their Sunday spots in the fall. 

Luxembourg’s accounts which are 
serviced out of London are reported 
to be switching back to the disc 
form of recording in wholesale lots. 
It was not so long ago that 90% of 
the programs shipped from this 
source to the principality were in- 
scribed on film. 





No Chi Drop 
Chicago, June 1. 

Relatively little drop-off of com- 
mercial programs for the summer 
indicate the large number of time- 
holding contracts on the ether tals 
season. Looking ahead to what ap- 
|pears will be the biggest radio 
winter season on record, the spon- 
sors are continuing on right through 
the heat of the summer, despite 
| listener and sales slumps, rather 








Vamp-Till-Ready Summer Philosophy 
Widely Held by Network Advertisers 


than risk the very real danger of 
not being able to get back on again 
when autumn rolls ‘round. 

There is now the question of 
getting suitable radio time at all, 
with the agencies in Chicago com- 
plaining bitterly of the inability of 
obtaining what they call ‘suitable’ 
time. Strips across the board are 
now an impossibility, according to 
the vain efforts of Chicago agencies 
and advertisers to obtain sucn 
facilities from any of the networks, 
unless those strips are at mediocre 
times of the day, very early in the 
morning, in solid midafternoon or 
late at night. 

It has put an almost complete 
crimp in the building of sustaining 
programs, especially on such outfits 
as Columbia with its single hook-up. 
General feeling is what's the use of 
building ‘em; there’s no place to put 
‘em after they're built. Columbia 
here recently built a new sustaining 
five-a-week strip tagged ‘Manhattan 





Mother’ and spotted it at 10:45 p.m, 





they normally would pay. Weekly 
stipend for musicians averages about 
$50. Salary is split between the 
theatre and the broadcasting system, 
with the break in favor of the vic- 
ture house. 

Broadcasting system has authority 
to send musicians anywhere—even 
to nearby towns. Alternative for 
the orchestra man if he doesn’t like 
this arrangement is to go to work 
in clubs or cafes for $35 to $46. 
Alignment permits a band to play 
for a theatre matinee, then go to 
the broadcasting station to furnish 
dinner music, return to the film 
house for the night show and round 
out the day with more radio notes. 

Bi-Lingual Angle 

Despite a nation-wide poll of li- 
censed radio listeners that strongly 
favored a bi-lingual system of si- 
multaneous broadcasting, the gov- 
ernment-owned radio system in 
South Africa continues its programs 
as in the past, with half of the time 
devoted to exclusively Dutch lan- 
guage programs and half to exclu- 
sively English. Language division 
prevails, although about 80% of the 
populace speaks English, according 
to Garratt. 

It is due to the complete govern- 
mental dominance and lean-over- 
backwards attitude of the federal 
radio system in that country towards 
the 20% Dutch population that such 
an alignment continues, in Garratt’s 
opinion. 

Proposal to arrange a wave length 
for Dutch language broadcasts and 
another for English so that the pro- 
grams could go out simultaneously 
from the transmitting station “was 
put to a test vote by the govern- 
ment. This poll, showing sentiment 
for the new arrangement, was dis- 
regarded when finished, with broad- 
cast officials decreeing that the old 
split-time set-up should continue, 
according to Garratt. 

Programs in South Africa follow 
the general scheme of those in Eng- 
land, Garratt explains. 

‘No advertising matter is permit- 
ted,’ he said. ‘There are the usual 
academic broadcasts; the air cook- 
ing schools, home notes for house- 
wives and customary orchestra mu- 
sic. Probably the biggest break that 
listeners get is when a program is 
relayed by shortwave from bigger 
foreign stations, particularly the 
U. S. Coronation, naturally, was re- 
layed in this manner.’ 

‘Owner of each radio set pays 
about $8.75 annually as a license fee 
to the government. A good six-tube 
radio set retails in Johannesburg 
for $125 while smaller sets, with 
limited range and few tubes, sel! 
for $15 to $25. Many of these are 
sold via mail order, with the dealer 
having little trouble in establishing 
the credit status of potential cus- 
tomers, 

Part of the South African broad- 
cast set-up includes its own news 
service, tagged ‘Africopa,’ with all 
dispatches labeled as being copy- 
righted. News broadcasts run 10 to 
12 minutes, which means only five 
to six minutes of actual news stories 
since the time is split between Eng- 
lish and Dutch versions. 

Garratt’s present 18-month trip 
will carry him around the world. 
Has already been to Australia. 
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DEMAND PHONE CO. EXPLAIN 





the Wagner act. 


body. 


form scale for 


ters, props, grips). 
tion picture projectionists. 


gitimate theatre. 


of broadcasting. 


rumors. 


night clubs and circuses. 


Playwrights 


tioned, produced, and so on, 


Theatre janitors. 

Film exchange workers. 
Teamsters, etc. 

Doormen, ushers. . 
Make-up technicians, 
Scenic designers. 

Managers and press agents. 
Motion picture. cameramen, 





Unions Which ch May Affect Radio 


Certain theatrical craft unions are expected to assert jurisdiction 
over radio in the near future as a result of the general encourage- 
ment to expansion given labor by the Supreme Court decision on 
In view of this possibility, 
sketch of unionism in show biz proper. 
a bird’s-eye view of the problem as it may—or may 
affect the business of operating stations and networks. 

Unions in show business and their jurisdictions include: 


American Federation of Musicians 


This is the strongest union in radio and one of the strongest in show 
biz. It is organized on a basis of local autonomy. Chicago and New 
York locals are the strongest and influence the actions of the national 
At the present time, A. F. of M. is mulling stricter rules 
mechanization of all kinds, including radio transcriptions. A 
all locals is another 
the Louisville convention this month. 


Includes theatrical stage employes generally 
By charter grants, 


Actors Equity Association 
Won an actors’ strike in 1919 that established closed shop in the le- 
It has asserted jurisdiction over radio performers, 
but has consistently refrained from making any move. 
of doing something. Has not previously revealed working knowledge 
Its bill of particulars against radio as published in 
Variety three years ago was mostly a hodge-podge of second-hand 


American Federation of Actors 
Functions by virtue of a charter grant from Equity (which in turn 
controls old White Rats charter) and has been active in vaudeville, 
Recently organized Ringling circus. 


Dramatists Guild 


are organized (tied-in 
largely determine the conditions under 


Screen Actors Guild 
Is the Hollywood branch of and substitute for Equity, 





Other points at which show biz is touched by organized labor, al- 
though not nationally organized, are: 


VARIETY presents this 
It may help broadcasters get 
not—hereafter 


against 
uni- 


proposal that may be passed at 


(electricians, carpen- 
it also is allied with the mo- 


Now talking 





with Authors’ League) and 


which stage plays are op- 
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Bentley’s Broken Jaw Case: 


Up This Week; Jos. Dunn, 
Advertising Man, Blamed 


The $10,000 damage suit of 
Spencer Bentley,’ formerly § an- 
houncer on the NBC program, ‘Pep- 
per Young’s Family,’ against Joseph 
A. Dunn, a life insurance advertis- 
ing director, is due to come up for 
trial in the Supreme Court of N. Y. 
state this week. Bentley is asking 
this amount for a fractured jaw suf- 
fered when he was attacked, it is 
alleged, by Dunn on East 53rd Street 
last February. Bentley has not been 
regularly employed since the attack. 
His jaw was wired up for Six ‘weeks 
after the incident. 


Bentley's wife is seeking an | ad- 
ditional $5,000 for the beating she 
endured at, the same time. De- 
fendant in this action is Ann ‘Mary 
Johnson and ‘Margaret’ Dunn. All 
three defendants have answered. 


IMPERIAL TOBACCO CO. 
DISCS VERY HUSH-HUSH 


Imperial Tobacco ‘Co., of Canada, 
is having NBC Transcription Service 
record a flock of quarter-hour discs 
for large campaign over Canadian 
Stations. Just how many, or just 
what sort of talent is being used 
NBC refuses to divulge on’ grounds 
the account insisted on secrecy. 
About all that can be learned at 
present is that no agency will place 
the biz, Imperial at present plan- 
hing to do that chore direct. 

Only act known definitely to have 
been lined up for a pressing job for 
the’ Buceaneer Trio 
4 ‘Tastyeast Jesters’), who ‘are down 
lor 50 dises. 





ons 





Archie Taft, yice pres, and Elmer 
D. Pedérson, manager KOL, Seattle, 
will leave soon for the east and later 
attend the NAB confab at Chicago. 


|is being formulated for Atlanta’s 
‘fourth radio station, 
‘cated: at Athens, Ga 








WSB’S SIDEKICK DUE 


Athens Station Into Atlanta as 
WAGA—Construction Starts . 








Atlanta, June 1, 
Plans are going ahead and setup 


WTFI, now lo- 
. permit for re- 
moval of which was granted opera- 
tors, Liberty Broadcasting: Co.. some 
months ago by FCC. Hillis Holt is | 
here supervising physical work of | 
erecting station. 

Operation of new 


station will be 


under supervision of WSB, Call let- , 


ters will be WAGA. 

Norman K. Winston, prez of Lib- 
erty, bought WTFI about two years 
ago and some six months later his 
application for removal to Atlanta 
received FCC okay. However, noth- 
ing definite has been done concern- 
ing change in location until present 
tangible movement got under way. 

Work of hiring personnel is going 
on now and plans call for installa- 
tion of complete new plant, including 
one kw RCA transmitter. 





Athens, Ga., June 1. 

Further testimony on the applica- 
tion of ‘J. K. Patrick & Co. to operate 
a’'100-watt station here would be 
heard in Washington, D. C., by a FCC 
examiner June 18. 

The original hearing was held in 
the capital last week, when Ear! B. 
Braswell, Tate Wright and A. Lynne 
Brannen testified that the city need- 
ed a station to replace WTFI, which 
is being moved to Atlanta. 


KLZ Wants Visitors 








Denver, June 1, 


Hoping to get more radio fans in- 
terestéd: in attending the programs ‘ 
at the studio, KLZ is starring the 
programs on its printed schedule to 
which listeners are invited. 

Studio s@nds out’ 5,000 of these | 
eight-page schedules weekly to those 
who have requested. \ 


| elaboration, 
| for a sweeping inquiry which likely 


Cleveland, 


‘OLA 








ING UF ANTES 


Mason-Dixon Protest 
lows N.A.B. Agitation for 
Official Investigation of 
Why A.T. & T. Rates Are | 
What They Are — Pub- 
licity of ‘Reduction’ Re- 
called 


AWAIT REPLY 





Washington, June 1, | 
Probe into reasonablness of line | 
charges ‘assessed against  broad- | 


casters is probable unless American 
Telephone & Telegraph Co. offers 
convincing explanation to Federal 
Communications Commission’ about 
recent rate jacking. 


Upon receipt of complaint from 
the Mason-Dixon group, F.C.C. tele- | 
phone division Friday (28) revealed | 
that A.T. & T. has been carpeted to | 
account for apparently arbitrary up- 
ping of tariffs. Present quiz is based 
solely on squawks about bills sent 
WILM and WDEL, but may expand 
into a general study of all schedules 
for station links, 

Exactly what will happen in the | 
future depends primarily upon the 
attitude of the telephone system. If | 
the Bell lads offer a ‘fair alibi, the | 
incident undoubtedly will  be| 
dropped. On the other hand, if the | 
Commish does not get an adequate 


orders’ will be issued | 


will goe far beyond the _ specific 
charges of the Diamond State Tele- | 
phone ‘Co. ‘about which Clair McCul- | 
lough, Mason-Dixon exec, protested. 
Commission can order an inquiry 


| upon its'own motion or at the behest | 


of any subscriber, under the law: So 


| far, there have been no notable in- | 
| stances where the A:T. & T. has been | 


directed to justify its tariffs, although | 
some reductions have been effected | 
| by indirection and the general in- | 
quiry into er Bell organization has , 


i n 





‘Bookkeeping 





Less than a year ago there 
was ‘considerable taking of 
bows in Washington anent a 
claimed ' $250,000 ‘gift’ in the 
form of reduced rates and sim- 
ilar benefits. A. T. & T. was the 
giver and the radio stations 
were the supposed receivers. 

Because of the complicated 
auditing system explanation 
given at the time most broad- 
casters accepted at face value 
the claim that they were get- 
ting a break, 











laid ground-work for a decree scal- | 
ing inter-state prices. 


Fol- | 





Producers $85, 
WMCA, New 


Lover’s Day 





Phoenix, June 1. 
With Windsor and Wallis 
Warfield primed to parade for 
the long-awaited ceremony 


Thurs. (3), KOY here has des- 
ignated that day as ‘All Lovers’ 
Day.’ 

To tie in with its idea and 
promote its stunt, station will 


broadcast a half hour 
program featuring wedding 
music via organ, string ensem- 
ble, choir and soloists. 


special 











Move for Union 
Musicians on 


L. A. Wax Jobs 


June 1, 


J. W. Gillette, studio representative 
of Local 47, American Federation of 
Musicians, is holding conferences 
looking to a tightening of regulations 
governing electrical transcription re- 
cordings so that only union mu- 
sicians may be used for this work. 


Hollywood, 


Musicians seek to tie up individual 
contracts for the recordings. Effort 
is being made to avoid issuance of 
a union ban on transcriptions such 
as exists in Chicago although talk is 
| heard of such a possibility. 


WITHYCOMB AMPLIFIES 
WFIL LABOR POLICIES 


Philadelphia, June 1. 


Labor organizations will find 
WFIL’s time for sale to them same 
as to any other sponsor, General 
Manager Donald Withycomb reiter- 
ated this week. Announcement fol- 
lowed acceptance of a 15-minute talk 
by William Leader, prexy of Hosiery 
Workers, after it had been nixed by 
WIP. 

‘In accepting this address,’ Withy- 
| comb said, ‘we believe we have se- 
| lected a wise course at a difficult 
crossroads of policy. Had we decid- 
| ed negatively and turned our backs 
| on labor because their subject mat- 
ter might possibly be laden with 





| dynamite and inimical to industrial 
interests, 
| faith with our listeners. 


we would have broken 


‘The first duty of every broadcast- 


Mason-Dixon yip came on the) ing station is a definite obligation of 


heels of informal protests by the Na- 
tional Association of Broadcasters, 
which is on the verge of petitioning 
the F.C.C. on behalf of radio people 
to ventilate all of the new tariffs 


| filed by Bell subsidiaries. Previously | 


N.A.B. had taised questions, at the 
instance of one of its members, about | 


| the .rate changes in Michigan,, after 


learning that the effect of the sched- | 


, ule revisions. will be more. burden- 
j}some- than the, A.T. & T. 


had indi- 
cated. | 


| exec on the 


—_——$——$—$ 


. Joins WCKY | 


| the power of 
| To this end our facilities will always 
| be offered 


We intend to see that 
radio is not abused. 


public service. 


to both sides of public 
questions with Pessercape 


| Ed Garbisch Quits Getchell 
To Join Ruthrauff & Ryan 


Ed Garbisch has left J. Sterling 
Getchell,'’ where he whS actount- 
Mobiloil account, to join 
Ruthrauff & Ryan in a capacity not 
yet definitely established. 


Garbisch is, son-in-law of motor 
|; magnate Walter Chrysler. , Ruthrauff 


Cincinnati, June 1. 
Lloyd George Venard joins WCKY 
here as director for sales and mer-, 
chandising. He’s been with WGAR, 
several years. 
Takes up duties at the L. B. Wilson 
hangout as of today. 





Vass Family Series 
Singing: Vass Family of ‘teen age 
‘join ‘the ‘Ben Bernie American ‘Can 


| 
‘program for a stay over the ‘sum- | 


mer. Started this week. 
Frere Herman booked as usual. 


& Ryan at present has the Chrysler 


account , 


Rockefeller Salutes 


Ivy Lee-T. J. Ross public relations 
i firm is collecting from the networks 
| and major stations of the country 
| copies of all newscasts aired on the 
|. death of John D. Rockefeller, as- well 
as dramatizations. of bis Jife. 
| Data will be compiled and present- 
‘ed to Rockefeller family. 


“ 
\ 


\ ARBITR ARY' ‘Guild Columbia Set Minimums: 


Announcers $5): 
York, Gets Attention 


+ 


Radio 


which 


An- 
last 
with 
New 


is arranging to ap- 


American Guild of 


nouncers and Producers, 
week effected an agreement 
CBS as regards the network's 
York personnel, 
whose 


point a paid organizer serv- 


ices will be made available to sta- 
tions employees around the country 
who are interested in setting-up af- 
filiated chapters. Meanwhile affilia- 
tion queries will be handled by the 


AGRA’s lawyer, Gerald Dickler 
Roy Langham, AGRA prez, said 
last week that his organization had 


received requests for organizational 
information from several station em- 
ployee groups outside of New York, 
but that he has deferred about ad- 
vising them on how to go about ne- 
gotiating an agreement until they 
had become settled on what demands 
they wanted to make Next New 
York station that AGRA expects to 
tieup on a contract is WMCA, It 
was reported that the announcers 
and producers at WOR, Newark, had 
voted to petition the Guild for a 
charter, but Langham averred that 
no direct approach had been, made 
to him from that source. 

Agreement with Columbia on its 
New York division is for five years, 
and permits either side to call for a 
revision at the end o*% the first nine 
months. Any dispute that can’t be 
settled between them at that time 
will be submitted to arbitration, with 
the decision from that score, being 
final and binding. CBS pledges it- 
self not. to reopen the question of the 
closed shop during the run of the 
e-venant, nor to having anything to 
say about the Guild's outside affilia- 
tions, 

Spielers $50 Basic 


Members of the’ Guild will work 
under a basic five-day, 40-hour week, 
with time and a half for overtime. 
Minimum of ' $50 week has been 
provided for staff announcers, with 
a scale of increase which over a pe- 
riod of five years will raise this basic 
figure to $65. In the case of pro- 
ducers (asst. directors) the basic rate 
is $85, with automatic increases stip- 
ulated over a period of seven years, 
Any of the minimums are open to 
adjustment at the end of nine-month 
intervals. 

While the producers’ income is re- 
stricted to what they get from the 
network, staff announcers will col- 
lect a minimum of $5 from commer- 
cial programs, but the time so con- 
sumed will not be deductible from 
the required 40-hour week. In other 
words, if an announcer has 20 hoyrs 
of commercial! programs and 20 sus- 
taining hours he will, if he works no 
more than 40 hours that week, be en- 
titled to only half of his regular sal- 
ary, plus whatever the fees paid him 
by advertisers. 

Portland, Ore., June 1, 

Unionization of KOIN and KGW- 
KEX staff employes is siill very 
much in the mill. Argument is on 
as to whether the new ARTA chap- 
ter will' belong to A. F. of &. ‘or 
CG. Bx Oh 

Original idea was to go to. C.J. O., 
but with the musicians’ union be- 
longing to A. F. L., it’s a toss-up as 
to what happens next, 


NO BOOZE BEFORE 10, 
OREGON STIPULATION 


Portland, Ore., Sues a 

All stations in Oregon have agreed 
not to broadcast beer or wine ad- 
vertising before 10 p.m. Joint ac- 
tion followed the issuance of word 
from the Oregon State Liquor Com- 
mission that it was on. the verge, of 
curbing the indiscriminate plugging 
of beer and wine.. 

Commission is understood to be 
readying restrictions for beer and 
wine advertising in newspapers and 
on billboards, 
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PAUL WHITEMAN << MORGAN DUKE ELLINGTON JACK DENNY DON Bestop 
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On This--Our First Anniversary-- JOE CAPRARO.. .- 
S 

We Are Grateful To All yThose CHARLIE . go 
A 


Who Have Contributed ToZour 


HAL GOODMAN, W° 


HOWARD LALLEY Success as a Radio and “Orchestra er" | 


ARTHUR RAVEL ¢ ow™ Booking Organization. : | ART CR; 

FR ae , 
AN ve) <* % 

" NOva,. wo Sincerely, | % cout’ 
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“CHARLES E. GREEN “Wo, * sye™ 


President. 
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MR. AND MRS. JESSE CRAWFORD ew 


LUCKY Quis. 
CARL “Dea MILLINDER - LoUl> 
CON” “6 MRS. 
& CHARLIE AGNEW \RLES COSTELLO | 


CORNEL 
MEy by MARVIN FREDERIC 'US CODOLBO 
Ry ATORS N CHap, MAY ; 
Hay .<70,, NANO RODRIGO FOUR DICT MILT BRITTONTES ¢ BOB CHESTER 


; 
KEN WHirmeae ELISEO GRENET GEORGE HESSBERGER JIMMIE c BiTticn ROSS 
WINGY MANNONE SCENE CHADWic HARRY ae ee NT OBALS.CUBANS : 


CK PERORS 
IRVING AARONSON 81, ), THREE EM , IRV 
1B ASPER “ER J 
HERMAN MIDDLEMAN AXTEp RAYMOND J RY tony; 
EARLETOWNER GORDIE RANDALL garry woop ~°N 


fe Ue 


CONSOLIDATED RADIO ARTISTS. INC. 
30 Rockefeller Plaza, New York, N. Y. - Phone COlumbus 5-3580 


IN CLEVELAND —--_--JIN HOLLYWOOD———_ )§s-» ->—-'N CHICAGO IN DALLAS 


Keith Theatre Bldg. | 6253 Hollywood Boulevard 32 West Randolph Street Gulf States Bldg. 
Main 3454 Hillside 7124 Franklin 8300 Local 7-9384 - Long Distance 516 
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Te Loans Madan Tasl, 


PAUL WHITEMAN 


ALL AMERICAN BAND 


0 Dp ibhumest 








NOT A SYMPHON Y— 


But how brilliantly it plays 
Symphonic music 


NOT A BRASS BAND— 


But how you'll thrill when it 
plays a Sousa march! 





NOT A SWING BAND— 
But how it can swing! 








ne 
TOUR DIRECTION MANAGEMENT 


CONSOLIDATED RADIO ARTISTS ARTISTS MANAGEMENT BUREAU, Inc. 
Radio City @ New York 17 E. 45th St., New York ®@ Tel. MU. 2-1888 


BOOKED SOLIDLY UNTIL SEPTEMBER FIRST 
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CLYDE LUCAS 


: And His CALIFORNIA DONS 


Featuring LYN LUCAS 


i Currently Michigan, Detroit—Earle, Washington, D. C., Week June 11 Management: CONSOLIDATED RADIO ARTISTS, Inc. 


GOLD COAST ROOM J A Ch D hk IN IN Y EXCLUSIVE 


DRAKE HOTEL, CHICAGO AND MASTER RECORDING 
WGN—MUTUAL NETWORK HIS ORCHESTRA ARTISTS 


Exclusive Management: CONSOLIDATED RADIO ARTISTS, Ine. 


| |[=] THE KING’S JESTERS |= 


AGAIN ! FAVORITES 
And Their Queen—MARJORIE WHITNEY 


- BLUE FOUNTAIN ROOM HOTEL LaSALLE CHICAGO 
4 Management: CONSOLIDATED RADIO ARTISTS, Inc. 


BARNEY RAPP MAURIE SHERMAN 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 


And His NEW ENGLANDERS 
. 7 Featuring BOB SHERM AN, Vocalist 


Featuring Charming RUBY WRIGHT 
Formerly CASINO PARISIENNE (French Casino), Chicago 


Beverly Country Club, Newport, Ky. 
WLW and NBC, Starting June 15th NOW ON TOUR FOR C.R.A. 















































CONGRATULATIONS 
C. R. A. and CHARLIE GREEN 


On Their First Anniversary 


Del Delbridge »« Ray Gorrell 


MICHIGAN’S LARGEST 
ORCHESTRA AND ENTERTAINMENT AGENCY 


301 Fox Theatre Building DETROIT, MICH. 


aN) UNION S| LOU BREESE 
(9 ~) “ein AND HIS ORCHESTRA 
| “il CASINO PARISIENNE 
[: MORRISON HOTEL CHICAGO 


WESTERN UNION | Exclusive Mgt.: CONSOLIDATED RADIO ARTISTS, Inc. 
TOURATE (Oy 


RESERVE HOTEL ROOMS AND TRAVEL ACCOMMODATIONS 15 WORDS ONLY 35/ 














BROADCASTING NIGHTLY—NBC NETWORK 








EDDIE SOUTH 


The Dark Angel of the Violin 





FOR FIRST 
/§ WORDS 
ANYWHERE 






NOW AT 


CHATEAU COUNTRY CLUB, MILWAUKEE 


Mgt.: CONSOLIDATED RADIO ARTISTS, Inc. 
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bailing records evoryuef 


Hmeaice’s outstanoinc 
COLORED SWING OACHESTAR / 





Firat Lady of Surng F 





Personal 
Management 


Le] er A 


RKO Bidg., Radio City, 
New York 


Booked exclusively by 


ole}. hie] Sey. 8 42) 

RADIO ARTISTS, iNC 

30 Rockefeller Plaza, 
New York City 
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A Happy Birthday 


AUSTIN WYLIE 


And Orchestra 


Featuring 


TAZ WOLTER 


Greetings From 


SCOTT HELD 


and His 


ORCHESTRA 


CRA—HOLLYWOOD 


- | GEORGE HESSBERGER 


Director of the 
ORIGINAL BAVARIAN ORCHESTRA 
AND ENTERTAINERS, SINGERS, YODLERS 
C. R. A.—32 W. Randolph St., Chicago, Ill. 
° 


Congratulations to CRA 





























CONGRATULATIONS CRA- 


Gratefully 
HARRY LEWIS 
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WE BROKE RECORDS AT Yes WE DID IT AGAIN! AND NOW 
HOTEL NETHERLAND PLAZA Y THANKS \ at the CONGRESS 
, RALP HOTEL ADOLPHUS HOTEL 
CINCINNATI i ~ a 
(During Lent) a DALLAS CHICAGO 


DON BESTOR 


HIS VIBRAHARP 
AND HIS ORCHESTRA 


Featuring NEIL BUCKLEY and DUCKY YONTZ 


Personal Representative Exclusive Management 


GENE GAUDETTE BROADCASTING NBC NETWORK C.R.A. 

















THE 


COCOANUT | Congratulations to 
Jadealad vii we GROVE Charlie Green 


[ ey 
Cally Hel Sees] .krrgatmsz, | and “CRA 


JERRY BLAINE R % ‘ ( : / » | 
and His Streamlined Rhythm 
Orchestra 4 


Dinner and Supper Shows 


DINNER FROM... $1.50 
SUPPER FROM... /75c 


HOTEL 


PARK CENTRAL And His 


7th Ave. at 56th St. New York O R CHE STR A 
































DICK 
MANSFIELD CURRENTLY 
And His NEW PENN, PITTSBURGH 
ARISTOCRATS OF RHYTHM 
PALMER HOUSE Returning by Popular Demand in the Fall to 
: CHICAGO COMMODORE - PERRY HOTEL 
| Met. ormeeeeeee RADIO DAYTON, OHIO 
CHAUNCEY NBC RADIO STARS 
| CROMWELL DECCA RECORD ARTISTS 
qi and His COMMODORES 
Ls, Py recientes seal Exclusive Management 
| GLORY DAVIS 
H PINEHURST INN CONSOLIDATED 
qv evielan Buffalo, N. Y. RADIO ARTISTS, INC. 











Congratulations to CRA 


FERDE GROFE 


Guest Conductor Currently Conducting Guest Conductor 
PHILADELPHIA SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA BANKERS PROGRAM HOLLYWOOD BOWL 
JUNE 22ND CBS Network, Fridays, 10-10:30 P.M. EDST JULY 22ND 





Success to C. R. A. from 


FRANK HODEK also JOHN SWALLOW 


N. B. C. 


FOR PAST OPPORTUNITIES: 
“DEATH RIDES THE HIGHWAYS” “MAGIC KEY” 
NEW YOK CRITICS AWARD “FLOOD RELIEF” SPECIAL TRIBUTE BROADCAST TO ENGLAND 
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Music in The Morgan Manner 


RUSS MORGAN 


BROADCASTING FOR 


PHILIP MORRIS 





_ Tuesdays at Saturdays at 
8 P.M. E.D.S.T. EXCLUSIVE BRUNSWICK 8:30 P.M. E.D.S.T. 
WEAF ® NBC RECORDING ARTIST WABC ® CBS 


Exclusive Management: 


CONSOLIDATED RADIO ARTISTS, Inc. 





;, ‘ JONGR: IL: NS , 
Orchids from WALTER WINCHELL to | CONGRATULATIONS |e Congratulations 
to CRA 


HAROLD CONSOLIDATED 
LEON NAGEL 
NAVARA = JESSE 


ORCHESTRA 


And His Orchestra cline CR AWFORD 


Water Winehott PIERRE me 


On Broadway ROOF “MIRACLE MUSIC,, 


(Trade Mark Registered) Copyright, 
937 Mi 1 


ee tlle ) seem ORCHESTRA 


June 30th 
“Leon Navara’s Con- " 
tagious hymns at the Featuring 


Hollywood, New York.” Now Broadcasting Twice Weekly 
NBC Red and Blue Network 


: HELEN CRAWFORD 


Greetings From 


Walter Winchell CARL and USING 


On Broadway ; ; | se 
o (“DEACON”) “TWIN ELECTRIC” I Y S 
(Trade st ete” Minton, sa aaa M O O R E LAMMOND ORGANS 
77. aa, > and his ORCHESTRA 


currently 


“L. Navara’s pashy BEVERLY HILLS 











themes at the Hotel St. COUNTRY CLUB 
Moritz Grill, New York.” WLW and NBC * Opening 


A CRA ATTRACTION 


"CHARLES CONGRESS HOTEL 


STEN ROSS | Chicago—June 10th 
CONSOLIDATED RADIO ARTISTS, Ine. And His Orchestra NBC Radio Network 


Webster Hall Hotel, Pittsburgh 





f Exclusive Management: 











Congratulations to CRA 


FANCHON and MARCO 


ST. LOUIS HOLLYWOOD 


NEW YORK 
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enough applications from would-be 
witnesses to carry him far into next 
winter. Quota is eight each week. ' 
Strangely, 98% of the applicants 
are men. No amount of wheedling 
or appealing on the ether brings in 
enough women to keep the stint bal- 
anced as to sexes. Although men 
have shown a slight, superiority in 
the week-by-week scores, in the en- 
tire 27 weeks so far, only one person, 
a femme, has answered perfectly all 
six questions each witness receives. 
Hardest grind for Barclay is think- 
ing up questions. Having used 
nearly 2,000 separate interrogations 
concerning Minnesota people and 
events, Bark and his staff are now 
getting down to some real skull 
scratching. Mail each week includes 
many suggested questions, but most 


New York City. 

More than 2;000 pupils, seated in 
the auditorium of the J. Ferris high 
school, Jersey City, listened to Alan 
Courtney’s ‘Joymakers’ program last 
Friday (28). Some 30 honor students 
from the same school attended the 
actual broadcast. 

Entire affair -was special station 
event tie-up with the _ institution’s 
production, ‘Remote Control,’ a play 
wherein the stage characters must 
tune in on a radio broadcast since 
remarks coming over the airwaves 
tied in with the stage performance. 


play. 
Frisco Gets Its Bridge Open 
San Francisco. 
Record amount of free air time 


Roundup,” 
sports announcer, handling. Besides 


A Ferris high instructor wrote the | 


with Gene Shumate, ace 


using baseball scores at the end of 


| each half inning on all major league 
| games, 


and all reports on current 


golf and tennis matches, Ben Hard- 


_man will handle a news broadcast 


every ‘half Hour. 

Interspersed with the sports and 
news, Lansing. Benet will give film 
and radio gossip and there will be 
oddities in the news and popular 
music recordings. Interviews with 
sports celebrities will also be used 
when available. 

KRNT is building up the program 
by heavy promotion, including news- 
| paper advertising, and a state-wide 
| distribution of cards and heralds, 





manville outfit and to be Canada’s 
most powerful, would blanket recep- 
tion of other stations. Women say 
when they each pay $2 for yearly 
licenses they want 
others as well as corporation sta- 
tions. 

Mayor Martin sez ‘I think the coun- 
try as a whole should register a pro- 
test ‘to the government.’ 
engineers scoff at blanketing 
and point out that reception around 
other high powered stations is okay. 
Femmes think differently, however. 

Work on new station, to service 
Ontario, plus another 50,000-watter 
for Montreal, 
month. Plans call for broadcasters 
to etherize early in October and to be 


reception of 


CB. 
idea 


is to start early this 


f; 
d ; 
qi 
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| cians known as Emmett and Larry. “ 5 
Emmett Burke was blinded by an - 
i accident at age of 12; partner Larry emo OW 1cé é p 
i; | Petrowski was born sightless. Two * 
if | teamed up while studying at institu- 
as . . T ¥ 
Atiention-Gelters, Tie-Ups, Ideas tion for blind. Both given top bill 
‘ing on new _ sustaining feature, 
4 -= doubling on i gets — Much discussed magazine ad was clipped and passed around CBS fast 
pets, saxs and Singing with a sple reek, Object of calling attention to the never-on-radio example w: 
| oy ; who keeps the score on the official week. J . ’ ample was 
t Outstanding Stunts hlackheard. Both are kept in a sea! a ante is “Be ebeerful despite your to let the lads gloat over the fact radio will accept only childlike and 
i: of perspiration during KSTP’s | physical handicaps,’ which got defi- saintly pure copy. 
UMBRELLA COURT busiest half-hour. | nite fan-mail reactions in a few pre- Ad, appearing in a flock of glossy mags this month, was for J 
: KSTP, ST. PAUL re wea is C vious try-out programs. Boys asked Tornade, sub-billed ‘A Divorcee’s Parfum for the skin. ¥ 
(With Minneapolis Journal) Bus Te. Aware Cup to appear in so many ‘cheer-up’ | On a page-spread, shouldered up against a nude figure of a woman, 
€ Col Ne ene. charity shows at local institutions || the copy ran: ‘If you are just back from Reno, the perfume propre 
, ea aieae Fr Service  * % po a li iNS- | that they do four or five per week, is Tornade. ... This wicked essence of sophistication is a cunning 
Lot Angles to Stun e ‘ sa — ‘ ‘et hg gD , P ce erie: i 
ots oO St. Paul. | top exec have pt it up a gold cup, to Vox Pop Gives Self the Biz pouquet hae ap rents wood oils, A Jungle redolence wgp-edemgene m an Ba 
, . r -|be given to performer doing best aie te fies extract from the glands of sables. Apply it, not to your hanky or 
Umbrella Court, cited by VARIETY | D€ 51v< J ey gins Fh New York City. piles Mer r sce te Acca ie is a 
some months back as a shining ex- omer nee sp igh reson made in Vox Pop team of Parks Johnson ho mus ~~ dive — “a e ge p aoes on your skin, 1en off to 
ample of ‘radio picking daffodils,’ | er stuc “A vill have cup used for 22d Wally Butterworth have run into cocktails and may Allah protect you! E 
swings into its 28th consecutive week | | I — tion . A th ae pes he of | difficulties in attempting to get a ; 
on Saturday (5) night. be ge an sain Includes | Pation-wide popularity poll of the | 
Bob Barclay, Minneapolis Journal fener ne oe Rh ditions aot ae judges air started via their program. Un- . 
promotion manager, who, as ‘Mark | pegee winne! from among the re. | derstanding is that their network has | ir ontests ncrease — 
Question,’ emcees the question and | cordings which have been chosen as advised against it because of chance 9 15th 
; answer stint over KSTP, has been] 4,03. best by individual ad agency | that opposition stars, presumably on al 
{ chased hither and yon from school | pee Tone . = “ | other networks, might get too many Bad ui 
auditoria to civic club luncheons, | P Contest opens at same time remod- ee and — on _~ a —_ " 
PTA meetings and the inner sanctum | studios is being completed. | broadcasts. Johnson - Butterworth | ° : 
of the Daughters of I Will Arise, fone ghee that it provides : aed combo are repernea wilting to make NBC Had 32 First uarter of 1937—Send- mn. 
trying to keep up with the heavy de-| ,,, il attention to new equip- | that chance to learn just how they | ° . we 
mand for -special stunt Umbrella po gest ym gay am" | stack up. | in- Your-Wrappers Gag a Perennial 7, 
Court shows. i IK W% & : orcs <a + siisusinbmcteoate ones P 
i Many local school a ec: et Dresses Up Releases WCKY’s soem nF P | 
if have taken up the Umbrella Court re we incinnati. 0 ° (] b S ; a Cha Ie es 
m an operandi for classroom work, ier ssieemcanhil A | kr _Events of 10 and 25 years ago in ntario ubwomen ee While sponsors are making fewer one 
using Barclay’s technique to wheedle | now sent out on an attracti\ > biue | * yg er be gory upon in| ‘ offers than ever before, the contest ee 
backward studes into cramming his-; —,°"",° a) som 4 a ‘fant latter, | the new ‘headlines o 912 and 1927 | ¢ S Bl s ; CO Pe C25, 
soee fon »graphy and arithmetic info | stock with snappy cloud effect letter sustaining series on WCKY, starting overnment tation ur seems to have stage d a comeback in v, 
ahd atte gt ae le ow te head. are June 8. Program will be aired ° . network broadcasting. In the case ‘WE 
into their juvenile crania Stands out amidst the avalanches | my ocqay : Micwadey nistite Sar 15 0 0 h R d S | 7 
: House parties’ most current pOpU-| oF ctuffed envelopes hitting the radio uescey ant a a Te nl t er aad igna S$ of NBC the commercials during the C09] 
4 lar pastime is hanging an umbrella} ggitors minutes, with Elmer Baughman as | 3 ; a é aside 
ft from the chandelier, then pulling | carina A ete narrator. y —_—— first four months of this year put on - 57 
if queries therefrom, a la the radio | Hotel Chefs’ Program | On its weekday ‘all-sports review Teconte Suse % 32 contests. Like period of 1936 ac- > 
} program. Best kick was_ recent Chicago. | the station is describing the top race is. least | tee Canhéion counted for 28 contests. — 
, Knights of Pythias Umbrella Court Woman’s Exchange program on| 4t Latonia, and has revived its ‘who's A ceca al a aR a slat Advertisers started dropping off te 
dance. Throughout the evening,| wyyp, running five times a week | WhO in racing’ series, which oan, one te onath ot res wna | ‘Peal the contest bandwagon in marked er 
music would suddenly stop, some| i; promoting talks by town’s leading | sige last mie This en rm Cc ¥ a. ' CBC's of Zemmes in see! numbers with the turn from the de- _— 
i terper then had to volunteer to| pote] chefs. all of whom are being ures in erviews wi eee officials, ounty. .B.C.’s_ proposal to con- pression and the downward trend \ or" 
answer a question drawn from a| asked to come down and air their| OWners, trainers and jockeys, is on} struct a 50,000-watt transmitter at t d that til the bevinni va 
ines three nights a week and originates teen staye at way until the beginning 
bumbershoot and the music wouldn’t | favorite recipes. ed x I Hornby, 28 miles from Toronto] of the 1936-37 broadcast season = 44 
strike up again till the query was Stunt easy to arrange with pub- = +g al studio in the Nether-| sudios is meeting with squawks|\anufacturere particularly . . 9} 
answered correctly. licit departments of hotels. co-| /and Plaza. . ev Pr: a actu » P cularly in the 
, y aep | from Women’s Institute which has | -,; field : bee: . G 
On KSTP, the Journal’s whammo0| operating, and cooks themselves | a : Cilies kt Mietes ©. A Sees f cigaret eld, again became _im- oH 
stint has been piling the rabble into} anxious for ether spot. Fan mail Lil of Everything Program enitt § ayor ©: “A. Martin OF! patient of slow progress and the a 
the studio every week to SRO signs.| has increased ten fold since real | Des Moines. = seam another town near trans-| drive was on to stimulate the turn- aus 
Despite the razzoo and guffaws | chefs replaced the actress-home eco-| KRNT starts a new two and one- mitter location. over by the send-in-your-wrappers s-or 
which ‘witnesses’ receive upONn}| nomics reciters. half hour program on May 31, run- Kick is that new etherizer, de- %. he nna see cE an on t 
rs me he 8 ‘ P > and see-your-dealer-for-entry-blanks 
answering Umbrella Court questions ning Monday through Saturday. The | signed to replace CRCT’s old Bow- | methods as 
incorrectly, Mar k Question has School Play Broadcast Idea | program is billed as a Sports Se ate 


Offer thing also took on some mo- 
mentum at about the same time. 
with the result that the giveaways 
for 1936 totaled 383 on NBC. In 1935 
the offers on that network amounted 
to 360. 

In 1935 there were 85 contests on 
NBC, 47 of them coming within the 
first four months, while in 1936 the 
number of contests figured 84, with 
52 of these unloaded on_ listeners 
during the last four months of the 
year. 


35,000 AT MORMON 
MOUNTAIN PICK-UP 


Attention-Getters 
Des Moines. 
Gladys Greenburg, sales promo- 






of these either have been used or 
are not adaptable. 





on 16 hours daily. C.B.C.’s plans 


was given last week by radio sta- 
| are to eventually have a string of 50 


tions and networks to ballyhoo the 


os 


a | 
* | 
f 

i | 
i. 


f* 


ee nee 


sola 


Civic and luncheon clubs call on 
Bark to trot out the old umbrella as 
a means of quizzing new members 
and introducing them to the others 
assembled in the one process. Bark 


prepares questions having to do with 
the aims and purposes and by-laws 


of that organization, often acquaint- 
ing vet members with things they 
themselves didn’t know about their 
own group. 

Latest wrinkle—and it’s an out- 


stander—is the Umbrella Court par- 
lor game which contains 56 questions 


and answers and complete rules for 
playing the game at home. 


session; later 


the Journal as a promotional stunt, 
with a coupon arrangement. 


Fach witness for the ether stint is 


summoned with an official subpoena. 
Only twice in 


instances 
witness for 


given. 


Studio program workers, besides 
an- 
and raspberry blower, and 
clerk of court, 


Bark, include Tim Ramsland, 
nouncer 
Arvid Cartwright, 


Golden Gate Bridge fiesta here, Co- 


First 
printing, 5,000. New game will first 
be offered over Saturday (5) night’s 
it may be tied in with 


the 28 weeks have 
witnesses failed to appear. On-these 
Barclay cites the absent 
contempt of court, and 
for this a special sound effect (cack- 
ling of a hen—for laying an egg) is 


lumbia, National and Mutual 


Friday morning. The NBC-Blue 
chain on the Coast 
other broadcasts: 


during the same day. 
broadcasts from Polk 


town and 


portion of the Labor Ball at 


which Al Jolson, Parkyakarkas, 


alities, 


Cheer Up 


Show for Blind - 
Cleveland. 
Checking up on large number 
blind Clevelanders 
tial listeners, 
sure-fire angle to 
and a nice amount of publicity. 
tion did it by adding to its 
new ‘Noon Revue,’ which 














and 


California Radio System aired the | plugging KRNT and KSO. Cartoons 


official opening of the Gate span | on pillboards, in film trailers and on 


released two 
FSO originated a 
half-hour description from a plane 
for the CBS transcontinental web, | 
and CRS had a one-hour program 


Station KJBS contributed vox pop | 
street, which 
had been redecorated to resemble a 
tabbed ‘Polk | 


CBS, through KSFO, broadcast a 
the | 
Civic Auditorium Saturday night. at 
Vic- 
tor Young and Thelma Leeds headed 
a contingent of Hollywood person- 


of 
who are poten- 
WJAY worked out a) 
catch their ears 
Sta- 
daily | 
started 
aeneey (31), a team of blind musi- ' WHO, Des Moines. 


tion manager of the Iowa network 
| stations, is using cartoon ideas in 


postcards and pamphlets. 

Another idea inaugurated includes 
a gallery of network and local stars 
in the station lobbies. 





Swor and Lubin Resume 
Their Original Billing 


Swor and Lubin, blackface team 
under contract to NBC Artists Serv- 
ice, have changed their label back 
to original after a stretch of airing 
s ‘David and Goliath.’ 

When signed several months ago 
and shot out on some NBC sustain- 
ing shows, the team adopted the tag 
at the suggestion of the Artists Serv- 
ice, Last week a comedy twain 
from Philly informed pair that they 
had been using ‘David and Goliath’ 
as their broadcasting badge on 
Pennsylvania stations for two years 
and hence held priority on name, 





Max Hodges now staff organist at 








kilowatters across the country plus 
a short waver to relay programs to 
England. 





A. E. .Nelson’s Conferees 


Denver, June 1. 

Gerard McDermott, of national 
NBC spot sales, and Oliver Morton, 
manager of NBC Chicago local spot 
sales, spent several days in Denver 
conferring with A, E. Nelson, KOA 
manager. 

While in Denver the two listened 
to more than 100 auditions on Den- 
ver talent and were entertained at 
several luncheons. 


Willie Wynn at WIND 


Chicago, June 1. 
New member of WIND staff 
Willie Wynn, ‘horse 





Russ Hodges on nightly race results 
30 minutes. 


Wynn is handicapper who was re- 


ported as losing his job on W9XBY, 
Kansas City, May, 1936, because 
bookies yelped he cost’ them money. 


is 
handicapper, 
who is to be assigned to work with 





St. George, Utah, June 1. 

A combination rain and snow 
failed to stop Memorial day one hour 
broadcast (to CBS) by KSL, Salt 
Lake City, from base of Great White 
Throne in Zion National Park Sun- 
day (30). 

Mormon church 400-voice choir, 
remote control musical program. 
drew 35,000 persons who braved the 
inclement weather to watch the 
broadcast. 

J. Spencer Cornwall directed the 
choir, which sang religious and 
patriotic songs. Jessie Evans, solo- 
ist. Frank W. Asper accompanied 
on a electrically-operated organ. 
Richard L. Evans, former KSL pro- 
duction manager, now public rela- 
tions official of the Mormon church, 
was announcer. 

Regular CBS ‘Church of the Air’ 
program followed choir for another 
half hour stint. Heber J. Grant. 
church president. was_ principal 
speaker, Evans also was mikeman 
on program, 





Agnes Seward, NBC publicity, 
Chicago, vacationing. 








DON RICARD 





AND HIS ORCHESTRA 


Completing Seventh Successful Year 


on the Pacific Coast 
Direction:—CRA 














CONGRATULATIONS 
TO 
C.R.A. 








JACK PETTIS 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 





NOW AT THE 


TROCADERO 
IN HOLLYWOOD 
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What, No Elephants? rr MORE SORER Radio Under Canvas in Residential 
Barnum & Bailey (Davis & Schilling) Make ST||NTS T{] (IME Neighborhoods to Audition Kid Ams 


WHB Birthday an Int. Incident 





si iti stuff is excellent way for radio de- 
: . , ° . velopment technically. 
Kansas City, June 1. berg, chief engineer, have been with Broadcasters Like Special New trend presumably will base 


, : the station in those capacities for 15 . 
iatio in celebrating its ‘ i 
Siation WHB in & consecutive years. They will be air- Pick Ups 





Cleveland, June 
Amateur audition shows were put 
abr “““ | under canvas last week, staged on 
for Attention- | Stunts on better ‘human interest’! .ipurban vacant lots by Edward 
|} angles, something to which little at- , 























19h anniversary ‘wewsegges ravi waved presenting snatches of WHB Getting Possibilities, but | tention has been paid, heretofore. Alcott of WTAM's artists bureau to 
nk-roll and peeled it off in size programs as they sounded during the nee z | ae Med aie: ainda ‘etd ee find juvenile talent for a novel com- 
Je chunks for big job of combined crystal-set era Schilling ae ton Ridicule of Radio Colum- | : _— , a ee y ob pce ™ -_ — mercial to be sponsored by Cleve- 
ion-advertiser-listener exploita- : : s - i an audience anymore, unless there's land Electrical League 
», Don Davis and John Schilling earthed a platter pressed at the nists Has Results something solid in the way of thrills pie yar © litt’ weetathn abit 
n. d lebra. | Radio and Electricz1 Show held-here or tears along with it, so the special s00d-size tent with portable stage 
ia rang aie. — in 1925. Voices on the aged waxer events men are taking applications nevopsl 7 rmappewl vee in giv- 
: ss. me ling. ick. . » be ssa Suabialead as wo shows eac onday in vari- 
Shmpaien, and that’s Wnt ae ea ee reaenay| MOUSE AS MODEL! [rene oe terse shen” wit [ue neighborhoods. lect. refrig 
- -ounis to, comes under several Bill Hay This will also get mike | colorful pasts may apply erator groups is footing expenses 
-oneral heads; listeners, local adver- | +. .+ment. ” Originally, stunt broadcasting was | for five preliminary weeks. Winners 
ers, national advertisers and agen- Another program of special in- By RAY WILSON done only for publicity and in-| of nabe auditions get a broadcasting 


c 2s, trade press, broadcasting indus- 

. local big shots, Mutual system 
‘WHB is an affiliate), WHB staff and 
Cook Paint and Varnish Co., who 
on the station. 


terest will be a trip down WHB’s creased audiences, and development | chance over WTAM every Saturday 
famed picture lined hallways. Chicago, June 1. of technical angles; but with radio | night, besides touring with the unit. 
Alumni and guest stars whose pics Special events departments will go| editors nixing linage, or else de-| Best ones to be picked June 26 for 
are posted will get salutes via their |in for bigger and more intelligent | liberately making fun of the feats, commercial program, 

own transcriptions and _ spieling | stunts next season. stations that half the value will be First week’s winners were Patsy 


- — pe hy — to = about present whereabouts. | ‘That seems to sum up station ant gone unless something is done to add | Pace, Elaine Sebrant, Junior Bova, 
urday nig dance party a Balloons, bearing merchandise | network ier horns ottitudn Setar more zing to the novelties. Mary Isabelle, Buddy Daily and 


Muny aud arena. Mutual will + spl ove ies that in th ‘ 
carry a coast-to-coaster from the a a oe pee 
zud. Talent for the air party will be gyre nye gy iad oie have gone to ridiculous extremes.! stunt, and the recent NBC two-w ay | fore. School season, which sponsors So 
\orvell Slater’s ‘Modern Choir,’ and single age ‘spreads in the Sevenis sannee prone ——e sor woe conversation between a _ window | overlooked, cut down matinee at- 
variety show with WHB artists and | 504 Rte Gan eats Giation te ain | lunatic ee the special events | washer in N. Y. and one here, as the tendance, but about 320 parents and 
44 piece dance band directed by ost during we pets wen ion i: also | boys will improve their finesse perfect human interest thing. In the| kids showed up at initial evening 
} Bobrov. Admittance to the shin- getting out a seuvenss book and rather than change their ambitions. latter, the men were chosen not be- performances for try-outs. Larger 
: will be by tickets obtained from special letters with an eight-page in-| 44 ears that the broadcasting | cause they were tops at scrubbing . 
HB advertisers. All advertisers | tt Dy the a Letters go to local | managements pretty generally feel| glass, but because they knew their 
iting the week will have special — aoe 7 pina ang 7 ta | that stunts have an important place.| way around. Claim that the stunt 
ire fronts and will plug the party yea pene nee Se “a and ana- They are recognized as attention- | broadcasting of the future will be a 
: their programs. Downtown drags | “8% Stations), local clubs and big- | getters and when carried out with|combination of the mouse build up N Su C It 
ae masses of bunting and banners gies. : ; lie oa |} showmanly flair plus common sense} and the window washer human in- 0 mmer ocoma 
-cnouncing the station’s fifteenth | . Mutual talent, Ed Fitzgerald, ouls | they attract favorable  publicity,| terest, thereby creating a program 
b'thdav. Wilcher, Norman Brokenshire, Jess | printed and spoken. Radio likes the} that nobody'll sniff at, and yet one Cocomalt (R. B. Davis) has de- 
3 secial programs will be ethered Kirkpatrick and Joe Sanders will } Stunty remote pick-up. which will keep the research en- 


Are pointing to the singing mouse | Pint-Size Hillbillies, most of whom 


tickets, will be released daily from 
campaign as the perfect built-up/} have appeared on kid programs be- 


Cwm tt 


crowds expected when school lets 
out, 


r 

















: : o 7 | > M4 S « é ) 
uughout the week. Including an give salutes during the week to WHB | From the stunt activities of sta- | gineers busy. or CA alteciothes Dame 40° Aloe 
arview with. E. J. Sweeney, who | 0" their own network shows. | tions have come also various ideas ste cm iat amma had been considering a substitute 
snded the station in 1922 and sold | that jell into commercial sponsor-| Billy Catizone, staft musician at | program fct the one now headed by 
1 1930 to Cook Paint and Varnish Dixie Jubilee Singers quartet | Ship. Vox pop, community sing, job WCAE, Pittsburgh, has organized an Joe Penner. 
N |doing two programs a week on/Clinics and sé on come under this| instrumental trio and goes into the Penner will return Oct. 3 under 
wo station members, Schilling, | WCOL, Columbus. Raglan R. Reid | heading. William Penn hotel's Continental | a new agreement which guarantees 


é...2ral manager, and Henry Golden- | is director, Roy Smith manager. | Likewise broadcasters feel novelty | Bar for the summer. | him another 39 weeks. 


MORE 
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Radio Homes in America 
Because of WLW 


Pioneering throughout the years in power increases has 





brought radio to thousands of homes which might other- 
wise have been denied its benefits. | 


Constant experimentation in the field of program im- 
provements has attracted the attention of others whose 
interest in radio could not have been aroused otherwise. 


This is why W LW is 


THE NATION’S STATION 
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JOE LAURIE, JR. 
Comedian 
ROYAL GELATIN 
Thursday, 8 p. m., EDST 
WEAF-NBC, New York 
(J. Walter Thompson) 

Standard vaudeville headliner fo: 

years, musical and legit comedian, 


Joe Laurie, Jr., returned at long last | 
to the kilocycles to guest on Rudy | ; c 
| May Wong, the American-born Chi- | 


Vallee’s program last Thursday (27). 


Just in case anybody’s forgotten, Joe | 


is a very funny lad. 

‘They said they wanted the latest 
dope from Hollywood—so here I am,’ 
piped Joe in his best ‘Lefty’ manner. 
Which may not be classic comedy, 
but was unerringly tickling as Joe 
said it 

And so was 
that followed There’s nothing 


ing 


nart Alecky about Joe Laurie, Jr.’ 
1onsense But there’s a droll point 
to every line of his chaff It’s all 
completely goofy, without the slight- 
»st, trace of sense and is entirely 
hilariou Hobe. 


‘BOTTLE BOYS’ 
Instrumental and Vocal 
i5 mins.—Local. 
Glass Container Assn, 
Thursday, 7:30 p. m. 
WEAF, New York 
(U. S. Advertising) 
Instrumental setup behind what 
sounds like a male warbling trio 
Their point is that beer in bottles is 
best. Just how many times a week | 
they advance this theory is not} 
known. 
What is unusual about the pro- 
gram is the excellence of its orches- 
tra. Obviously not a big combina- 
tion although the instrumentation, 
as it stands, is both sufficient and ef- 
ficient. Ditties are in the swing vein 


with orchestrations sweet. Band 
plays much in the Paul Martin 
(Frisco) manner, similarity being 


immediately apparent through the 
featuring of an electric guitar and 
the style in which it is played. There 
is, too, the prominent accordion and, 
as a twist, use of a small organ. Ar- 
rangements do not overreach, while 
the singing is standard and without 
frills. A commercial lyric opens and 
closes. 

It’s all pleasant and brief. No 
question that the musical back- 
ground is major league and a: first 
division club besides. So much. so 
that the quality of the orchestra in- 
rites elaboration and further special- 
ization in the vocals. As currently 
unwinding the band is pulling the 


an established warbler would appre- 
ciate the opportunity of working in 
front of this group, and should. 





the steady flow of fool- | 
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ANNA MAY WONG, 
REED 

Dramatic Sketch 

ROYAL GELATINE 

Thursday, 8 p.m., EDST 

WEAF-NBC, New York 


(J. Walter Thompson) 


FLORENCE 


Strange aspect of this presentation, 
at first consideration, was that Anna 


| while Florence Reed, whose only 
|Oriental background is that she 
|earned considerable note by play- 
ing ‘Shanghai Gesture,’ was the aged 
| Chinese grandmother to the letter. 


However, Miss Wong was playing 
'a Chinese girl returning to her na- 
tive country after spending virtually 
ull her life in America For another 
thing, M Wong hasn't Mi Reed's 
long and iried acting background 
For Mi i rrobably the Chinese 
frrandmother wa merely a minor 
lr il | I 
A fo ( tselt, was a 
la rly I i Ol the blood- 
| will-tell motif cripted iberally | 


with hoke by Arch Oboler, regular 
on that stint for the Vallee show. | 
Miss Wong’s performance tended to | 
be expressionless and without depth, | 
faltered slightly on one or two lines, } 

Miss Reed put over a strong troup- | 
ing job, showing the sense of timing 
and variation that comes with ex- 
perience. Socked every opportunity 
for persuasive hoke 


Presentation was hardly the 


|punchiest portion of a punchy pro- | 


gram, but it underlined the varied | 
showmanship. which typifies the Val- 
lee series Hobe. 


CHILDREN’S RECESS 
Questions, Answers 
30 Mins. 
RELIABLE FURNITURE CoO. 
Saturdays, 6 p.m. 
WHEC, Rochester 
WHEC is doing a good job and de- 
veloping plenty interest in children’s 
version of quiz idea. Charlotte Ed- 
wards as the teacher does a smooth 
piece of work and keeps the pro- 
fo on as fast a tempo as practica- 
e. 


Ten children are in the studio to 
answer questions, which are sub- 
mitted by other youngsters. Prizes 
for both angles, thus widening in- 
terest. Children represent two age 
groups all under 15, with separate 
boxes of questions, more difficult for 
the older group. 


Youngsters tell name, age, home ad- 
dress and grade in school before 
answering first question. Among 
questions were ‘What Biblical char- 





| 








| Edwards 


acter built the ark?’, “Tell difference 
between ascend and ‘descend,’ ‘What 
equipment would you take on a trip 
through a desert?’ Enough of the 
children become stagefrightened to 
add element of uncertainty, but Mrs. 
leads them along nicely 
and gives them as much leeway as 
good taste demands. Idea of fun as 
well as educational element is car- 
ried out. 

Announcer Morden Buck gives 
main bally midway of program and 
prizewinners are announced at close. 

Cord, 





nese girl sounded not a whit Chinese, } 


| WILLIAM A. BRADY 


| ‘A Free Soul’ 

Dramatic Playlet 

22 Mins. 

A. & P. 

Thursday, 9 p. m., EDST 
| WABC, New York 
H (Paris & Peart) 
| William A. Brady, the Broadway 
| producer, proved himself a grand 
{trouper in this elongated skit. Also 
|showed familiarity with radio tech- 
| nique. Kate Smith gave him build-up 


| imposing figure in the theatre, both | 


;as an actor and producer. 

| Brady didn’t have much assistance 

'from the script, excepting for that 
meaty speech to the jury. Otherwise, 
t was a handicap Story jumps 


about. Supporting cast, uncredited, 
was only so-so excepting trim por- 
trayal of the ‘Ace’ Wolfsong role 

A Free Soul’ wi: originally pro- 
duced by Brady as a stage produc- 
tion back in 1928, with the vet pro- 
ducer taking over the lead when the 
leading man fell ill ‘sean after the 
play opened Brady waxed senti- 
mental in his informal closing with 


La Smith, putting in a plug for the 
idea that all the actors had not quit 
Broadway. Wear. 


HITS OF THE WEEK 


With Paul Sullivan, Red Barber, 
Three Smoothies, Ruth Lyons, 
William Stoess Orch. 

Variety 


30 Mins.; Local 

MAY STERN & CO. 

Tues., 9:30 p. m., EST 

WSAI and WKRC, Cincinnati 
(Frederic W. Ziv) 

This is the first commercial to be 
carried simultaneously by two oppo- 
sition stations—WSAI, NBC _ and 
Mutual affiliate, and WKRC of the 
Columbia web. Sponsor’s aim is to 
enjoy double-barrel coverage, as if | 


carrying a page ad in both local 
afternoon papers. ; 
All talent from Crosley’s WLW- 


WSAI staff except Miss Lyons, who 
is on WKRC payroll. 

Stanza caught, first of 52-week | 
series, was filled to the brim with 
novelty and sock. An _ important 
angle was the excellent treatment of 
blurbs. Brief and well-spotted ref- 
erences that one of he ‘hits’ of the 
program would be the bankroller’s 
sales special, which was announeed 
near the tailend, with listener- 
interest still held by the orchestra. 

Red Barber, WSAI sportscaster, 
contributed his idea of the sports| 
thrill of the week—a tense moment 
in a Reds-Phillies National League 
game, with a clever dramatization of | 
the Cincy infielders huddling on the | 
play that won for their «club. 

Orchestra, swell on volume a 
quality, played ‘One in a Million as 
the hit tune of the week. Smoothies, | 
Babs, Charlie and Little Ryan did | 
their special ‘Swing’ song in big- 
time fashion. 

‘A Star Is Born’ was offered as the | 
hit film of the week. with a drama- | 
tized sketch by Crosley talent. Paul | 
Sullivan, WLW newscaster, aided by | 
Crosley dramatic staff members, 
linked a human interest story of two | 
hoboes talking over the death of} 
John D. Rockefeller and praising the 
oil magnate. Koll. 
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Follow-Up Comment S 





Bob Burns returned last week to 
the Kraft-Phenix program (NBC- 
red) after a fortnight’s absence to 
fish the trout streams in the High 
Sierras. He had been sorely missed 
during his siesta, so he stepped right 


| in. sounding fresh and helped lift the 
| period to its oldtime level. 


Bing Crosby seemed exuberant 
with Burns’ return, and displayed 
more pep than he had on the two 
previous editions. 

ZaSu Pitts was guest on show, and 


not too impressive. Her singing of 
Melancholy Baby’ was choppy and 
lidn’t seem bravely ventured In- 

ruptions caused by Burns’ mild 
idding detracted further An an- 


nouncement and several repetitions 
that Miss Pitts would carol in forth- 
coming Wanger production, ‘52d St.’ 
UA) wasn’t too good a ballyhoo in 
view of performance. 

30ys and comedienne wound it up 
with a skit on Chris Columbus put- 
ting the touch on Queen Isabella for 
his voyage of discovery. Burns was 
the seaman and Crosby 


dinand. Bit was quite funny. 


‘Hollywood Hotel,’ on its last Fri- 


} commercial 


} ; . . > 
King Fer- windy repetition. 


day (28) episode slumped ’way below | 


its recent standard all-around. Pic, 


‘Cafe Metropole,” was dramatized 
during last half, proving not only 
wholly dull, but actually despairing 
at times. 


First-half had soprano Frances 
Langford o. k. in her usual type on 
program; ditto Anne Jamison. Jerry 
Cooper, on his third stanza on pro- 
gram, needed better material for 
speed and sparkle of pace and patter. 

Raymond Paige’s orchestra sound- 
usual slick self, especially 
standing stalwart with variations on 
the time-tried ‘How Dry I Am.’ 


Phil Spitalny’s All-Girl Orchestra 


fun’ at their work, generally lone. 
some. Mrs. Miller described Holly. 
wooders as ‘vital to an incredible 
degree. She displayed a modulated 
voice and cultured accent. 





Milton Berle’s start or his new 
background tack for Gillette on CBS 
Sunday night (30) was anything bu; 
a happy one. Not only was the seri} 
itself far under par, but loose pr-- 
duction was respgnsible for B . 
and his stooges frequently stumblinse 
in one another’s way during the Is'c; 
crossfire passages. About the 
time that the comedy had zest id 
pace was when Berle had Dan 
mour as his lone foil. A _ sun 
hotel is the latest mythical lox 
the act’s highjinks, with Jud Hugo 
Straight (Tommy Mack) posed , 
lifesaver and Mischa Mood) 
house dick. 

Program still seems to be fy ; 
from too much community si , 
Past weekend’s installment had one 
that was a darb for 





Vague commercial copy is achieved 
in the Childs. restaurant quickie 
program (Mondays and Wednesdays) 


at 7:15 p.m. via WOR, N. Y. When 
(caught Monday (31), initial an- 
nouncement about ‘New Childs’ 
sounded like so much blank verse 


Before the band broadcasting 


|Childs cafe in the Paramount bi 


brought distinctive entertainment to} 


the ‘Heinz Magazine of the Air’ in 
a brief guester over CBS, Unit. 
tabbed as broadcasting for three 
years on ‘The Hour of Charm,’ gave 
an ear-easy rendition of Gilbert and 
Sullivan’s ‘The Lost Chord.’ It was 
mainly vocal, accompaniment being 
subdued although a violin obbligato 
stood out. A contralto led at times. 
The bit was sufficient to whet a 
listener’s appetite for more of the 
femme unit’s lush music. 

Second feature on this edition was 
Nina Wilcox Putnam, who spoke at 


some length on ‘The Disappearing 
Home.’ Novelist affected a breezy, 
slangy style, sprinkled with semi- 


wisecracks and puns. Mrs. Putnam’s 
approach was different from the 
dead seriousness of many speakers 


| on the feature and as such was prob- 


ably welcome. However, her humor 


sounded a little strained in spots. 
Underlying observations were sen- 
sible. Mrs. Putnam’s voice had a 


high pitch for smooth radio recep- 
tion. 
Alice Duer Miller, another literati 


contributing to Heinz Magazine 
spoke in interesting fashion on 
‘Writing for the Movies.’ Contrary 


to the usually-sketched picture of 
the film industry hiring name au- 
thors at generous stipends and then 
neglecting them on arrival in Holly- 
wood, Mrs, Miller portrayed picture 
people as giving 100% cooperation. 
Everyone knows his or her job and 
evidences a desire to help. Mrs. 
Miller stressed, with an example, 
the assistance given to writers on re- 
search. Said she thought the main 
reason established fictioners went to 
the Coast, instead of remaining at 
home (where they could earn as 


ing finally swings into its orchestral 
tunes, the average listener is able 
to decipher from the ad copy that it 
is a bally for Childs restaurants 
Some explanation is finally forth- 
coming near the sign-off as to just 
what ‘New Childs’ means and that is 
the familiar chain in N. Y. being 
plugged. 





Mulholland Joins WCOL 


Columbus, June 1 

Roc Mulholland, local ex-band 
leader and formerly of WIOD, 
Miami, bas joined the announcing 
staff at WCOL. 

Robert E.. Lee, part-time WCOL 
announcer, leaves to join radio staff 
of Cleveland Great Lakes Exposition 





Bob McKee, announcer at WCAE, 
Pittsburgh, gets his degree at the 
University of Pittsburgh commence- 
ment exercises next week. 





KXBY 


Is Doing Top Spot Job 
For Advertisers In 


KANSAS CITY, MO. 


HAL R. MAKELIM, Manager 





Furgason & Aston 


New York = Chicage + Detroit 











IS THIS GONNA 
BE MY 


LUCKY SUMMER? 


Turn to Peres 45 | 











much money), was they had ‘more 
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W ith an extra mil- 
‘lion dollars a day clinking 
into Colorado cash drawers, 
summertime is the time of 
times to bear down on the 
selling throttle in Colorado. 


¥ 


Affiliated in Management with WKY 
and the Oklahoma Publishing Co. 
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_ 
: USE RHYTHM. 
a oe. John Meekin Orch. G. 
Wie echibald Presby, Charles Jacobs, 
> y Harrington and Holley Bur- 
gees - 
15 Mins. 
Sustaining 
Friday, 7:45 p.m. D.S.T. 
WELAF-NBC, New York 
CBS has had_ success with _ its 
‘Sqg.urday night Swing Session dur- 
nz the past year. NBC's effort to 
match is, from a_ swing student's 
standpoint, much slicker. And it has 
auch to hold almost any listener. 


en. . 

The cats on this session air from 
‘Frisco, and when they label their 
output ‘Surrealist Swing,’ they bat 


the ball on the nose. 

f’s strictly newborn syncopation, 
of the sort the most ardent devotees 
and pro musikers will revel in. Pro- 
gr2m should, however, be elongated 
to full half-hour. 


Meekin’s crew sounds swell. They 


ewung out with a Meekin composi- 
tion, ‘Scot the Chutes,’ basically a 
fantasy, but altogether delirious 


swing the way the boys sent selves. 
Piece seems at bottom a piano con- 
certo with a dissonant tonality on the 
brasses swarming all over it. 

They crazed ‘Waddlin’ at the Wal- 
dorf’ (originally called ‘Dorsey 
Dervish’ when written by Jimmy 
Dorsey and Larry Clinton), and 
since Dorsey is a saxophonist of the 
first-water he made it plenty stren- 
uous for the gobble-horn licks. But 
Ray Harrington handled ably. 

Windup and outstander was the 
arrangement given the w.k. ‘Carni- 
val of Venice.” Charles Jacobs, 
B-Flat trumpeter, solo’d doing the 
piece straight, while orch backed 
him with jam juice, for what be- 
came a battle of styles. Jacobs led 
off with a classic cadenza, worked 
down to variations, first eight-notes, 
then eight-note triples. Meanwhile 
the orch heated hotter, and Holley 
Burgess, on a wacky trumpet, got 
loose on licks that were really ‘sur- 
realist swing.’ Finally Jacobs ac- 
quiesced, after having been convert- 
ed, and the whole crew went un- 
adulterated jam. 

Program is nicely laid out, in that 
quaint, croaking narrator, G. Archi- 
bald Presby, treats each piece and 
player with the dignity accorded a 
symphonic group of windjammers. 
No one is termed by his nickname, 
_ are intro’d and referred to as 
‘Mr.’ 

If a scateroo singer could be 
slipped in, and program lengthened, 
all the swing addicts in the universe 
would heave and howl upon listen- 
ing. Bert. 





ELSA LOHR 
Interview 
ROYAL GELATINE 
Friday, 8 p.m., EDST 
WEAF-NBC, New York 
(J. Walter Thompson) 


Elsa Lohr, the girl who rides div- 
ing horses at the S*zel Pier, Atlantic 
City, to wow the resort vacationists 
every summer, spends her winters as 
a waitress in the basement restau- 
rant of the RCA building, N. Y., 
where the WEAF studios are located. 
Some of the studio lads, unintention- 
ally combining business with lunch 
hour, discovered the gal’s real ‘ca- 
reer’ and Rudy Vallee spotted her 
as a guest on last Thursday (27) 
night’s broadcast. It was a natural. 

German-born femme still 
ing trace of Teutonic accent 
Lohr has a dead-pan style of spiel- 
ing that garners plenty of chuckles. 


retain- 





Miss | 


Had Vallee broken up and it sounded | 


the McCoy. 


‘I wanted to come to America, so 
I came,’ she said Just like that. 
She wanted to see the seashore. so 
she did. Nothing to it. Got a job 
being shot out of a cannon. But 


landing in the water was too tough 
—Miss Lohr got bruised. And Vallee 
brought out in the interview 
two gals who replaced her 
killed—or so he said. 

Anyway, Miss Lohr switched from 
cannons to horses. Horses are nicer, 


were 


that | 


and besides, they like to dive. So 
does Miss Lohr. She isn’t scared. 
she doesn’t worry any When she | 
gets too old to ride diving horses 
she guesses she'll get married. Any | 
trouble finding a man? No. when|! 


she decides to get married, she'll just 
get married, that's all. 


Whoever scribbled the script for 
the act knows his comedy. All but.| 
the final moment, which sounded 
forced and not up to snuff. Hobe. 


EMILIO CACERES 
Swing violinist 
30 Mins.; Local 
Sustaining 
M-T-W-T, 11:30 p. m. 
WGR, Buffalo 

This town, which uncovered Stuff 
Smith, has another hot bow man in 
Emilio Caceres, who has been for 
half a year at Chez Ami. 

Billed as ‘the Mexican 
Violin Swing,’ Caceres includes a 
couple of rhumba and tango num- 
bers in each airing, but it’s in plain 
U. S. ride numbers that he excels. 
He is Mexican, although born in 
San Antonio, Texas, as were all the 
band members. 

Orchestra itself is ordinary, with 
Caceres as the standout. Reed. 


King of 


| 





|; gram 


CARLOS SALVEDO 
Harpist 
ROYAL GELATINE 
Thursday, 8 p.m., EDST 
WEAF-NBC, New York 
(J. Walter Thompson) 

Carlos Salvedo, who’s been plunk- 
ing a harp on _ various 
around the ether ticket, put in an 
appearance on Rudy Vallee’s Thurs- 
day night (27) shot last week. Okay 
as a novelty. 

Salvedo offered two solo numbers. 
First, his own composition, ‘Song in 
the Night.’ In the classical vein and 


the combination of that and the 
single harp carried unmistakable 
touches of an old-fashioned music 
box. 3ut nothing happens For 
which the blame goes right to Sal- 
vedo himself, it being his writing 


and his playing. 

Second number, ‘Believe Me If All 
Those Endearing Young Charms,’ 
was much better radio fare Ex- 
plained the presence of the harpist 
on the show. Had surprising amount 
of life and vitality for type of mu- 
sic. And revealed that the kid yanks 
a wicked string when he gives him- 
self a chance. Hobe. 


BEULAH BONDI 
Interview with Radie Harris 
M-G-M Movie Club 
8 Mins. 
GLOSTORA 
Friday, 8 p. m., DST 
WHN, New York 

Beulah Bondi, introduced the 
woman of 1,000 faces, gave this pro- 
a tremendous lift because of 
her simplicity of expression. To 
screen fans her appearance on Radie 


as 


| Harris’ interview stint was a distinct 


treat. Though crippled by the usual 


programs | 


{has ideally timed its ballyhoo. 


| tablished name as a prattler. 


VARIETY 


— —2 
DEL CASINO CHARLES BERGER 
With Walter Stewart, Milton Hirth, | Songs 
Ray Block Orch, Sustaining 
15 Mins. 15 Mins. Local 
NOXZEMA WGY, Schenectady 
WABC-CBS, New York Young man, soloist with Union 


(Ruthrauff & Ryan) 

A slick show with speedy pace, 
crammed to the Adam's Apple with 
eniertainment for so short a_ pro- 
gram. Sunburn lotion sponsor is 
ballooning ad budget for the first 
time to include network flowering, 
On 
Friday nights the program gets to 
the mob just as they are about to 
beat for the beaches, and on Mon- 
days when they're groaning as a re- 
ult of sopping up in their skins too 
many of ol shafts. 

Most attractive angle is the super- 
nappy pace. Del Casino, upcoming 
tenor whom CBS has been carefully 
coaching toward important air 
gnments, tops the talent. 
Hirth gives out hot novelty sw 
stuff on a Hammond organ, and Ray 
Block's orch backstops the bunch. 

A sturdy pillar supporting quite a 
segment of the ~exogram is a Holly- 
wood gossip-gurgler named Walter 
Stewart. For some reason his iden- 
tity is trying to be kept under the 
hat—probably because he has no es- 
He is 


Sol’ 


as- 


ing 


| very good, equipped with swell au- 


crossfire chatter and plugs for cur- | 
rent picture, even the toughened film | 


critics felt real interest in the vet- 
eran character actress’ attitude to- 
wards her profession. Mike person- 
ality was not far from ‘that projected 
on the screen. 

After identifying her as having 
started in Hollywood pictures with 
‘Street Scene,’ interview traced her 
activity on the Broadway stage and 
stock companies previously. Refer- 
ence was made to her superb char- 
acterization as Rachael Jackson in 
‘The Gorgeous Hussy,’ with Miss 
Harris taking a light dig at critics 
who failed to sense her marvelous 
supporting performance. Heaviest 
build-up was for Miss Bondi’s por- 
trayal of the Grandma Cooper role 
in ‘Make Way for Tomorrow.’ in 
which she plays opposite Victor 
Moore. Really overboard in praise 
for her performance and the nicture. 

Wear. 


| 
| 
| 


thoritative voice that talks right out 
straightforwardly sans the leering 
nnuendoes that afflict some other 
practitioners in his field. His ‘gos- 
p’ is pure-breathed, and he serv- 
ices the listeners by answering their 
perplexities anent pix and pic fig- 
ures, 


With Karl Swenson, 
John Brown, Lulu 
Ed Jerome 

15 Mins. 

PHILLIPS MAGNESIA 

Daily, 4 p. m., EDST 

WEAF-NBC, New York 

(Blackett-Sample-Hummert) 

Quarter-hour late afternoon serial 
exploits the feminine-appeal idea 
that husbands are goofs. Lorenzo 
Jones is a big boob. Impractical, 
weak, vain, improvident. In fact, he 
owes his survival in the world to 
the superior character, intelligence 
and foresight of his wife. 

A program with such a theme 
must inevitably give a lot of harassed 
housewives a glow of complacency. 
Whatever would the human race do 
if it were not for them? What with 
Charlie so extravagant about ten- 
cent cigars. 

Written in nice, clear one-syllable 
words and acted out with clear labels 
on everything. Land. 


Betty Garde, 





a) 


Mae Hubbard, | 





Milton | 


College Glee Club and of a Sche- 
nectady church choir, sounds like 
one of the most promising vocalists 
brought to microphone by WGY in 
some time. He is a baritone with a 
range approaching that of a tenor. 
Might be described as a romantic 
baritone; concenirates on ballads and 
operetta numbers of the tender-sen- 
timent type. The robust, marching- 
song style of the usual baritone does 


not seem to be his, on the air at 
least. For a newcomer, Berger han- 
dles himself pretty smooth around 
| the amplifier. His treatment of vo- 
cal bits is good, with the unusual 
range, rather distinctive. Occasion- 
ally Berger appears to strain a lite 
tle on reaching for a high note. 
Would be interesting to hear him 
sing with an orchestra, against a 
chorus and in a mixed duet, in order 
to obtain a more accurate line on his 
| adaptability to general radio work. 





As Berger suggests c 
possibilities, locally. A. O. Coggés- 
hall, veteran WGY- program direc- 
tor and choir director, thinks the 
collegian is a find. Heard twice on 
early-afternoon programs. Jace. 


1S, 


mmercial 


CLOVER KERR 
Talk, Readings 

15 Mins.-Local 
Sustaining 

KFWB, Hollywood 

Gus Edwards used this 20-year-old 
girl, who lost both legs and an arm 
in an auto accident, on his ‘School 
Days’ broadcast after hearing of her 
pluck and messages of cheer to other 
unfortunates. So great was the mail 
response that Manager Harry Maiz- 
lish spotted her daily. Gesture has 
drawn comment in the daiiies and 
hundreds of clubs and organizations 
in Southern California. No station 
hereabouts has a better good will 
builder. 

Miss Kerr is remoted from her 
home in nearby Huntington Park. 
She calls the first half of her pro- 
gram ‘Bridge Builders,’ during which 
she expounds her cheerful philosophy 
and gives talks on faith, courage, 
self reliance and other human en- 
deavors that is the span of those 
who, like herself, are handicapped. 

Lloyd Douglas, author of ‘White 
Banners,’ heard Miss Kerr on the 
air and readily assented to her read- 
ing from it on her program. Every 
day’s mail brings scores of poems 
which she reads. Her biggest fol- 
lowing is among the lame sen halt 

elm, 
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50,000 WATTS 








Say It With 


| l PHILADELPHIA 


ROBERT A. STREET, Commercial Manager 


* A bouquet'to The Florists’ Telegraph Delivery Association 
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Labor Uncertainties Stalls Release 


Of Ward Baking One-Minute Discs 


Campaign of one-minute transcrip- 
Ward Baking has 
Spon- 
sor is holding back because of labor 


tions primed by 


been indefinitely postponed. 


trouble in its plants, in some in- 
stances actual n others a feared 
pO Oil y 

Dises | ail b 1 delivered by 
World | adcas mut at pre } 

‘ma 1 Campaign had 

10t progressed as far as selection of 
Station when the postponement was 
ae eda upon 

Wax campaign now getting unde 
ww,’for Dodge Motors on hefty 1 
ber ol stations was originally 


planned for a January start, but held 
on leash til! now 
was jockeying 
plants 


Dolberg Quits KFI 


Hollywood, June 1 
Glenn Dolberg out a 
rector at KFI-KECA 
stretch in the spot 
Don Clark, a writer and producer 
at the station, steps into the vacancy. 


because 
with 


sponsor 


program di- 


after six-year 


Pete MacArthur's Foot Grief 
Des Moines, June 1. 
Peter MacArthur, producer of the 
Jowa Barn Dance Frolic for WHO, 
Was operated on for a foot infection. 
Recovering satisfactorily. 


labor in its | 









Atlanta 


RY 3 


eo LOLOLOME ET Scam. 
CBS watts day 
Repts 830 ke. 

E. KATZ SPECIAL ADVERTISING AGENCY 


CFCF 
L 


Y MONTREA 
MOON OVER MONTREAL 


Metropolitan Montreal is re- 
sponding well to late evening 
commercials on CFCF. There’s 
some good Class “B” time 
open. 


RED & BLUE 





1000 watts nite 









| 
+ 
i 





Claudette Colbert Series — 


| 
| Claudette Colbert has been signa- } 


ltured by Young & Rubicam to do a| 
series of guest appearances for In- 
te tional Silver when that account 
tarts its new program in the fall 

| Dramatic sho vill originate from 

| 

Hollywood 

| Miss C il airer is set 
for Oc 3 





Carries Own Critic 





St. Paul, June 1. 

Wayne Tiss, who reads 
Minneapolis Star funnies over 
WCCO as station’s Uncle Jim, 
takes Teddy, his offspring, with 
him every Saturday eve. 

Tiss figures it reduces wear 
and tear on the old larynx, 
saving him from reading the 
laughies later at home. Also 
kids first-hand kiddie reaction 





to his studio spieling. When 

the tike frowns, Wayne snaps 

up his patter | 
Payoff came recently when 


on their way home from WCCO 
unk asked his pater to stop off 
at a newsstand and buy him a 
Journal (competitive) funny 
he wanted to see what 
Dick Tracy was doing. 


papel as 








Lew Goodkind Resigns | Pacific Coast Notes 





| Radiomarine Corp. and A. T. & T. last week. 





| Chicago, June 1. Barbara Luddy left the Coast for 

Lewis Goodkind has tendered his | Chicago to continue her ‘First 
a. : Nighter’ broadcasts. 7 

| resignation as radio service man- | 

|ager and publicist of the Lord & Martin Gosch buried in scripts 

{Thomas Chi office (he says) on the Mexican coast ove! 


Heading out on a vacation until 


August 1, resignee says he will con- 


tinue in radio, likely on his own 


in some new phase of the biz. 


Bob Howard at Liberty 


Chicago, June 1. 


John Van Cronkhite and Asso- 
ciates have absorbed Roesler & 
Howard, foreign rep firm. George 


Roesler will affix to the Van Cron- 
khite concern, 


Bob Howard migrating into a new 
field. 


Staffing WRTD, Richmond 
Norfolk, Va., June 1. 
San Lawder of Washington, D. C., 
and Ernest Bowman of WTAR in as 
announcers for WRTD, Richmond. 
Claude Taylor, WGH, goes there as 
production manager, 
Mildred Williams, 
lottesville, tases job as secretary. 


Wagner as WESG Prog. Dir. 
Elmira, N. Y., June 1, 
Harold Wagner, former 
nouncer, has been 
director of WESG, 


Elmira, while 


manager. 

Newcomers to the station’s an- 
nouncing staff are Glenn Williams, 
John Newhouse and Woodrow Ott. 





E. E. Edgar’s Operation 


Norfolk, Va., June 1, 
E. E. Edgar, Norfolk manager of 


operation. 
Back on job May 27. 





the holiday week-end. 
Joe Cunningham scripting a news- 
paper series with Reine Davies as 


commentator for agency look-see. 


} 


| 
| 
| 
| 





Constance Bennett guesting on 
Chase & Sanborn show June 6. 





Dave Rubinoff’s tootlers massed 
their talents for a ditty called ‘When 


| Rubinoff Leads the Band.’ 





Cecil Underwood turned his 13th 
year in radio. He’s producing Fib- | 
ber McGee and Molly in Hollywood. | 





Ben Gage made the jump from a | 
singer to the Hollywood announcing | 
staff of National Broadcasting. | 





Joe Twerp at KEHE (Los Angeles) 
as comic and scripter. : 





Gertrude Berg says she will be 
back on the air in the fall with a 


|new ‘Goldberg’ series. 


wsoc, Char- 


| 
| 
| 


staff an- | 
named program | 


Ernest Oliver has become local sales | 
| summer layoff. 


| 
| 
| 
| 





Ev Meade, Young & Rubicam pro- 
ducer, says most comics’ gag file is 
double cross indexed. 





Eddie Peabody doubling between 
KFWB (Hollywood) and Catalina. 





Nate Tufts, producer, and Ken 
Englund and Don Prindle, writers, | 
will confect new comedy situations 
for Joe Penner during the show’s 





Harry Conn has several writing 
deals cooking back east which he 
will attend to soon. 





Lloyd Yoder a barrister would be. 
He’s taking his schooling at night. 





Al Jolson did three Arthur Caesar | 


Station WGH, had tough tonsil oper-| one-acters im succession on his soap- | 
ation, having two hemorrhages after | cast. 





Wayne Miller checked out as KHJ | 
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>> A WELL BALANCED RADIO DIET 


We doctors of radiology have made the remarkable discovery that 


people who like different entertainment may buy the same product, 


th 


us we presen? programs so WZolal-te Mel ME Lo ME Til -lalelia every type of 


person and consequently sell every type of product. 


THOMAS PATRICK 


TRY OUR TREATMENT ® e 


INCORPORATED 
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Possibility of the Canadian Broadcasting Co. accepting eommercials for 
the 50,000-watt stations it is building outside of Montreal and Toronio. 
was indicated by L. W. Brockington, the CBS’s board chairman, in a 
broadcast talk. Brockington promised a greater variety of entertainment 
fare, including cemedy, which he described as ‘so sadly lacking’ in 
Canadian programs. He also gave assurances of a better and more colorful 
news service from Canadian Press and added that the company proposed 
to set up a school for training radio 4nnouncers. 








NBC has issued separate rate cards fer the red (WEAF) and blue (WJZ) 
networks, effective July 1. Only change in rate is that of WOAI, San 
Antonio, which goes to $260 an evening hour, while the cards include the 
19 outlets tacked on since the last rate card came out, Dec. 15, 1936. 

WTMJ, Milwaukee, and WIBA, Madison, make up a new North Central 
group, while WEBC, Duluth-Superior, becomes a supplementary available 
for blue or red customers and KSTP, Minneapolis, is the basic red link 
outlet 

Ship-to-shore radio-phone service on Great Lakes awaits okay of Fed- 
eral Communications commish following signing of agreement between 
Coastal stations would be 
built on the lakes. 

Contracts for installation of apparatus on ships already signed, and if 
FCC approves, service similar to that now obtainable on transoceanic ves- 


| sels would be established. 





NBC employes grumble privately over being kept on the jumpy seat up 


| to eight weeks for a ‘yea’ or ‘nay’ respense from the management on re- 
| quests for salary tilts. 


This is due, reputedly, to the ruling that only 
Lohr may okay alterations in the pay vouchers and being a very 
busy guy the president of the web doesn’t get areund io the little matters 
very fast 


Lenox 





Another example of the eare which radie comedians must exercise in 
joshing various products, companies, etc., came to light in the announcer’s 
‘squaring’ statement on the Ford CBS broadcast by Al Pearce’s Gang that 
its funny man in his mention of a perfume on the previous week’s salvo did 
not intend te refer to the Heubigant Company. Latter concern, said the 
announcer, was ‘a fine one’ as were its perfumes. 





John Carl Morgan, Jr., mikeman for WTAR, Norfolk, takes daily dip 
at Ocean View during spring and summer. Was in several days ago and 
saw body of boy floating nearby. Dragged it ashore and being a Red 


Cross examiner started first aid. Kid had been in water toe long for 
saving. 





‘Beaning’ of Mickey Cochrane, manager-catcher of the Detroit Tigers, in 


| New York last week, gave local stations and newspapers a lot of timely 


news bulletins. Stations kept mikes open for last-minute reports from 
Cochrane’s bedside, some of local outlets breaking into almost any pro- 
gram to air latest dope. 





| (Los Angeles) publicity head tojfor a few rounds of golf but was 
write daily newscast for Richfield | rained out. 
| Reporters. Seymour Peiser moved - 


in, Billy Wilson grabbed off a singing 
spot on Johnny Green's 
Packard show. 


Linn Church, for six years chiei 
(Continued on page 51) 


napitaaonan summe! 
James Bloodworth made continu- 


ity editor at KHJ (Los Angeles). Up 
from the scribbling staff. 


Irving Fogel left Associated 


Cinema studios in Hollywood where 
he was production head. 


George Piocher now has a ‘Little THE NEW CRY 


Nell’ rounding up chit chat for his OF THE 


Mutual gabber. OLD WEST 
Vite, penver 
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Sam Hayes Will bark the news in 
p.m. spot for Bank of 
America along the Coast. 





C. W. Myers of KOIN, Portland, 
has signed up General Petroleum as 
a sponsor for all Rose Festival 
broadcasts. 


Oo 
gb 
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GENE O’FALLON, Manager 


Rep. by JOHN BLAIR & CO. 





Carey Jennings, Merton Bories 
and Clarence Tolman of KGW-KEX, 
trooped to Oregon State College at 
Corvallis ‘to lecture studes on 
‘Changing Scene of Radio.’ 













Charles Cashon at KEHE (Los An- 
geles) as news editor. Formerly on 
the Hearst Chicago sheets. 





ROCHESTER 
PREFERS 


Don Curlin down from Frisco as 
barker at KEHE (Los Angeles). 

Lewis Tee Garden, L. A. an- 
nouncer, grabbing off a law degree. 

Clarence Olmstead in from New 
York to be Hollywood talent buyer 
for Young & Rubicam. 








Lud Gluskin renewed for 13 weeks 
as musical director on Ken Murray : 








show. 
Farl Cc Aathens KFL-KECA IS THIS GONNA 
tarle . Anthony, - 

(Los Angeles) owner, penned the B E - Y 

lyrics for Johnny Green’s ‘Coral 


LUCKY SUMMER 


Turn to page 


Niles Trammel flew to Hollywood 














Naturally, New York’s No. 1 Showman- 
ship Station produces some of the big- 
gest star-studded shows on the air- 
waves. Our affiliation with Loew’s 
Theatres and Metro - Goldwyn - Mayer 


Gives us the inside track on the world’s 
greatest talent. 
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Toscanini’ NBG 














Detroit, June L 

Raid on Detroit Symph orch mem- 
bers by Toscanini-NBC Symph scouts, 
seeking talent for super-Symph NBC 
plans to put on air next fall, is caus- 
ing a lot of concern here over future 
of local symph. 

Already the following musicians, 
considered In the top flight of De- 
troit have been signed to 
52-week contracts:. John Vander 
Graf, bass; Philip Sklar, bass; John 
R. Wummer, flutist; Frank Stagliano, 
French horn, and Jascha Schwarz- 
mann, cello. Latter three have been 
heard regularly over Ford Sunday 
Evening Hour (CBS), which uses 
Detroit Symph under guest conduc- 
tors. 

With the annual symph fund 
drive, now in progress, running un- 
der previous years, localites are 
wondering if the raids, plus the 
5,000 free seats weekly for Ford con- 
cert, will eventually mean complete 
disintegration of Detroit symph. 


Social Security 
Talks Are in All 
Radio Languages 


symph, 





Social Security Board’s publicity 
dept. has lined up 144 stations, Coast 
to Coast, and had ’em agree to air 
foreign-language programs explain- 
ing tenets and twists of the S, S. 
Act. 

Breadeasters sorted out and ap- 
proached by the Board were those 
which habitually ozone foreign-lingo 
programs. Program folios of the sta- 
tions were scrutinized to see just 
what audience they had, to enable 
the Board to spot specific languages. 


Al Pearce Hits Road 


Philadelphia, June 1. 
Al Pearce Gang, aired on Ford 
Tuesday CBS program, leave on 
transcontinental p.a. tour tonight 
immediately following final New 
York etherizing from Hotel Astor. 
Troupe will strut before Ford dealer 
auds in 36 cities, and will stick in 
Los Angeles for nine-week stay. 
Broadcasts will be pumped from 
Detroit June 8; Chi, June 15; Denver, 
June 22; San Francisco, June 29. 
First from L.A. July 6. 


C. C. Dill Visits Coast 





Seattle, June 1. 
C. C. Dill, former U. S. senator, 
now radio attorney in Washington, 
D. C., was here for three days on a 
busy mission. 
Closeted with broadcasters in ex- 
ecutive offices while here. 


HAPPY BIRTHDAY STUFF 


WFBR Finds Other Stations Want 
To ‘Donate’ Salutations 





Baltimore, June 1. 

Radio stations suddenly palsy- 
walsy here. WFBR, planning 
elaborate anniversary program for 
itself on June 5, decided to allocate 
Some of advertising budget set up 
to sell event to radio as well as 
local newspapers. Had its agency 
inquire about attitude of other local 
stations regarding acceptance of an- 
nouncements. WCBM and WBAL 
wouldn't take coin but offered time 
gratis and WCAO not decided yet. 

Old timers in local radio circles 
cant get it. 

Emil Mogul to Austin 

_Emil Mogul, formerly with Schil- 
lin Advertising Co., is joining the Al- 
Vin Austin agency this week as exec. 

Will handle all lines of advertis- 


ing instead of radio exclusively as 
heretofore. 





— 


James Peyton Upped 
Duluth, June 1. 
James Peyton has been made pro- 


fram director of Station WEBC 
here, 





Super-Symph Robs 
Detroit Orchestra of Its Crack Men 
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Today Only 


WHN, N. Y., Monday (7) 
debuts a weekly half-hour pro- 
gram on which amateur poets 
will be given a chance to spout 
their output. Expecting to be 
avalanched by poesy-penners, 
station will give applicants the 
qualifying test of filling in the 





| 


last line of four-line limericks. 

Evidently WHN has 
much faith in the 
tures of those rhymers aired. 
Title of program is “Today I }| 
Am a Poet.’ 


not too 
literary fue 








Was announcer for nine years. 








NBC DOING OWN 
SOCIAL SEC. 
RATING 


Nettled by Uncle Sam’s slowness 
in arranging the status of radio per- 
formers for social security purposes, 
NBC has taken the matter in own 
hands and has temporarily classified 
all those airing over its nets. | 

In a letter mailed yesterday (Tues- | 
day) to all ad agencies and sponsors | 
with which it does biz, NBC pro- 
poses that it will take care of all sus- 
taining performers, either tabbing 
"em as employes of the webs or in- 
dependent contractors, according to 
which opinion NBC takes. 

In view of the fact that the broad- 
casting company acts as either the 
manager or agent for performers on 
commercial programs, and not as | 
employer, NBC has thrown the ques- | 
tion up to the agencies and sponsors 
to decide whether the general per- 
formers are indie contractors or em- 
ployes of either. 

Musikers, contracted as they are 
through unions, are figured by NBC 
of such status that the network. and 
either sponsor or agency, are liable 
for social security taxes. But to 
salve agencies and sponsors and 
duck wrangles, NBC has decided to 
assume obligation alone. 

Orch leaders and_ instrumental 
soloists are given over to the spon- 
sors and agencies to decide on 
whether these employes are indie 
contractors or working for either. 

As regards NBC's ‘complete pack- 
age’. programs, which it furnishes 
from time to time, the web will as- 
sume the obligation. 

Agencies and sponsors are not 
asked to pay the taxes on NBC mike- 
men, producers, engineers and other 
personnel, since these are covered by 
the facilities’ charge slapped on 
commercial programs. In the event, 
however. of NBC agenting a pro- 
ducer, announcer or script seribbler 
to an ad firm or direct sponsor, the 
buyer is expected to decide whether 
he will have to assume the tax obli- 
gation. or declare the talent he gets 
through NBC's agency as indie con- 
tractor. 

This plan of the network will stand 
until the Social Security Board gives 
out its rulings on the matter. At 
present, NBC legal lights are work- 
ing with George Link, Jr.. attorney 
for the AAAA., in an attempt to get 
the Social Security Board to show 
some action. 


“naw Village’ Melte 





Loose-Wiles Biscuit Co.'s ‘Snow 
Village Sketches’ fades from the 
NBC-red June 26 after a run of 39 


weeks. It’s on Saturday nights, 9 to 
9.30 EDST. 
Account may return the show to 


the air in the fall. Newell-Emmett | 
is the agency. 
Girls Change Billing 
Pittsburgh. June 1. 

Those Three Girls ‘(Rosenberg 
Sisters and Jeanne Galbraith) have 
switched their billing and also their 
station. Now calling themselves The 
Three Little Maids, they’ve moved 


over from WJAS, Pittsburgh, to 
WCAE and are being built up on 
Hearst station in new sustaining 
series. 


Trio also has a weekly commercial 
spot on WCAE’s ‘Night at the Inn’ 


ja city 


| chise 





program. 


Muse-Art May Be Oke 
In Philly if Horse Race 
Clause Is Eliminated 


Philadelphia, June 1. 

Request of the Muse-Art Corp. for 
franchise to 
‘Music, entertainment, news, matters 
of general interest and advertising’ 
over leased telephone wires, was 
considered by City Council last 
Thursday. Measure granting ‘fran- 
will probably be passed thi 
week aiter it has been rewritten to 
exclude distribution of horse-race 
Into. 

A bombshell was tossed into the 
hearing by Councilman Harry Train- 
er after a 
the anti-racing 


info amendment 


Trainer said the gambling racket is | 


all ‘sewed up here’ and it is im- 
possible for outsiders to muscle in 


|so the amendment is needless. 





Teleflash, Inc., which operates this ! 
Same type of service in New York | 
and other cities, declared yesterday | 
(Tuesday) that it had no connection 
whatever with the proposed Philly 
project. 

Clair Heyer at WHBF 
Rock Island, June 1. 

Clair Heyer from KXBY, Kansas 
City, is installed here at WHBF 

Has title of national 
ager. 


sales man- 





with highest favor by North- 


ern California listeners, 


offers advertisers an impor- 
tant PLUS—thousands of lis- 
teners in Idaho, Nevada and 


Oregon. Altogether you can 


reach 1,101,420 radio 


lies at exceptionally low 


A Pacific Coast Red 
Network Station pro- 
grammed and rep- 


resented by 


Pe SS ae 


Saturday Morning 





disseminate | 


colleague had suggested } 


| spectively 


| of That Song?’ 
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Double Jeopardy 


Lauretta Hopton of WMCA, 
New York, recovered from op- 
eration last week and left hos- 
pital. 

She 
from spr 


went home ti recover 


ing hay fever, which 
he contracted in hospital from 


flowers sent by friends 





SS Se + ah — ri Ma 








Program Similarity 


June 1. 
Horace Brown, 
CRCT producers re- 
both use ‘strange coin- 
cidence’ alibi to explain this one. 
Friday nights at 8 CRCT and 
Canadian Broadcasting Corp. net 
airs ‘Fugitive Melodies’ during which 
listeners are asked to guess handles 


Toronto 
Ken Soble and 
CFRB and 


of tunes played by Sam Hersen- 
horen orchestra. At 8:30 same night 
CFRB carries ‘Musical Mysteries 


with same idea. 


Both shows use ‘What’s the Name 
for theme. Only diff 
is that CFRB pays first listeners to 
euess names. 





—— 


Prize A Time 


As Five-Day Work Week Spreads 


Chicago, June 1. 
Sale of a 60-minute Saturday morn- 
ing period to Drug Trade Products 
by WBBM last week, and renewal, 
for 13 weeks, of a like period by 


Nelson Brothers, leaves the Colum- 
bia key station with but 75 minutes 
of unsold Saturday daytime space 
Formerly unsalable, Saturday dav- 
time airings have tuken udden 
spurt here as elsewhere ince ad- 
vent of five-day work-week and 
particularly among local accounts 


who are reputedly shary 
e! soth Drug Trade Products 
Nelson Brothers are in this 

both buying blocks of 


! 
; Year. 


time buy- 
and 
class, 


lime by the 


| Norman Gregg on Own 
June Be 


past 10 
Erwin- 
igned to 


Chicago 
Norman Gregg, for the 
years publieity chief of the 
Wasey agency here, has 
open his own press office 


Gregg, as an indie operator, will 
continue to handle publicity for 
Carnation Milk’s ‘Carnation Pro- 
| gram,’ which is placed through the 


| E-W agency. 
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| WISN, MILWAUKEE, IN. 
: POWER BOOST PARTY 


: 

Ht Milwaukee, June 1. | 

‘ Hearst organization is making a}! 

} big event of the new equipment for | 
WISN. Hits tonight (1) over 87] 


CBS stations with a salute of half- 
hour duration at 9:30 p.m. After| 
the web program WISN continues 


locally an hour and a half. 

New technical facilities is biggest} 
shot to date in Hearst’s Milwaukee 
radio push D. A. Weller did the 
engineering 

= 
| 
: aneren 

John Scott Hughes, visiting 

yachting expert for London Times, | 


being handled by B. 
cot British-American 
for radio. 


Charles-Dean 
Productions, 





seat ees 

















TRUMPET KING OF SWING 


_ |* LOUIS * 
ARMSTRONG 





F.C.C.’S 


WASHINGTON DOCKET 





DECISIONS 


Washington, June 1. 


Arizona: KCRJ, Charles C. Robinson, Jerome, grant- 
ed equipment changes, installation of vertical radiator 


| and power increase from 100 watts daytimes to 250 


watts all times. 


California: KPMC, Bakersfield, granted license re- 
newal on a temporary basis only until July 1, pending 
action on application. 

District of Columbia: WMAL. Washington, applica- 
tion for night power boost from 250 to 500 watts dis- 
missed at applicant’s request. 

Florida: WTAL, Tallahassee, granted extension of 
present license on a temporary basis only for period 
ending July 1, pending action on renewal appiication; 


the Ocala Broadcasting Co., Ocala, application for new 
station to be operated on 1500 ke with 100 watts nights, 


| 250 watts days, denied as in cases of default. 


Iowa: Iowa Broadcasting Co., Des Moines, granted 
new high frequency broadcast station to licensee of 


| KSO (lowa Broadcasting Co.) on 26,550 ke with 100 


watts experimental. 
Louisiana: WBNO, Coliseum Place Baptist Church, 


| New Orleans, granted license renewal on temporary 
| : : 
| basis, subject to whatever action may be taken on re- 


newal application-and on applications of Southern 
Broadcasting Corp. and Charles C. Carlson; WSMB, 


| New Orleans, granted license renewal to November 1; 
| WJIBW, Charles C. Carlson, New Orleans, granted tem- 


porary renewal of license pending commish action on 
pending applications. 

Michigan: WWJ, Detroit, granted license renewal to 
Sept. 1. 

Montana: KPFA, Peoples Forum of the Air, Helena, 
install new equipment and vertical radiator and in- 
crease power from 100 to 250 watts. 

New Jersey: WTNJ, WOAX, Inc., Trenton, granted 
extension of present license for a pcriod of two 
months. 

New York: WJTN, Jamestown, granted extension of 
license temporarily until July 1. 

Ohio: WHIO, Dayton, granted renewal of license to 

Oct. 1; WCPO, Cincinnati, granted extension of pres- 
ent license to July 1, pending action on renewal appli- 
cation; WHBC, Edward P. Graham, Canton, granted 
renewal of license on temporary basis only, subject 
to action by the commish on renewal application and 
on application of Nolan S. Walker; WHKC, Columbus, 
juice-jump from 500 watts to 1 kw nights, 5 kw days 
limited time with KFI, Los Angeles, dismissed at re- 
quest of applicant. 
Oklahoma: KFXR, Exchange Avenue Baptist Church, 
Oklahoma City, granted temporary renewal of license, 
subject to commish action on pending renewal appli- 
cation; KVSO, Ardmoreite Publishing Co., Inc., Ard- 
more, granted extension of present license on tem- 
porary basis to July 1; WBBZ, Aldelaide Lillian Car- 
rell, Ponca City, granted temporary extension of li- 
cense to July 1; G. Kenneth Miller, Tulsa, application 
for new station to be operated days on 1310 ke with 
250 watts denied as in cases of default. 

Oregon: B. J. Hecker, Salem, application for new 
station to be operated on 1330 kc with 200 watts, de- 
nied as in cases of default. 

Pennsylvania: WSAJ, Grove City College, Grove 
City, granted extension of present license on a tem- 
porary basis to July 1, pending action on renewal 
application. 

South Dakota: KWTN, Watertown, granted renewal 
of license on a temporary basis only, subject to com- 
mish action on pending application for renewal. 


Tennessee: WNBR, Memphis, granted renewal of li- 
cense to Nov. 1. 

Texas: KRIS, Corpus Christi, granted night power 
boost from 250 to 500 watts; KXYZ, Harris County 
Broadcast Co., Houston, granted renewal of license to 
Nov. 1: KONO, Mission Broadcasting Co. San An- 
tonio, granted voluntary assignment of license to Eu- 
gene J. Roth, trading as Mission Broadcasting Co.; 
KFYO, Plains Radio Broadcasting Co., Lubbock, grant- 
ed renewal of license on a temporary basis, subject to 
commish action on application for renewal and trans- 
fer of control: WDAH, Tri-State Broadcasting Co., Inc., 
El Paso, present license further extended on a tem- 
porary basis to July 1, pending receipt and action on 
renewal application; KPDN, R. C. Hoiles, Pampa, 
granted extension of present license to July 1, pend- 
ing action on application. 

Vermont: WQDM, Regan and Bostwick, 
granted renewal of license to Nov. 1. 

Virginia: WMBG, Havens and Martin, Inc., Rich- 
mond, renewal of license for the period June 1 to 
Dec. I. 

Washington: KVOS, Bellingham, granted renewal of 
license, temporarily, subiect to commish action. 


SET FOR HEARING 


Illinois: Evanston Broadcasting Co., Evanston, new 
station to be operated daytimes on 1020 ke with 250 
watts. 

Nebraska: KFOR, Lincoln, install new equipment 
and directional antenna system for nighttime opera- 
tion, change frequency from 1210 to 1450 ke and boost 
power from 110 watts nights, 250 watts days to 1 kw 
nights, 5 kw days. 

Ohio: Ohio Broadcasting Co., Steubenville, new sta- 
tion to be operated days on 1310 kc. 

Oklahoma: Meno Schoenbach, Woodward, new sta- 
tion to be operated on 1500 kc with 100 watts. 

Oregon: Pacific Radio Corp., Grants Pass, new sta- 
tion to be operated on 630 kc with 500 watts. 

Pennsylvania: WFIL, Philadelphia, install new equip- 
ment directional antenna system for days and night 
operation, and increase power to 5 kw. 

Puerto Rico: United Theatres Inc., new station to be 
operated on 570 ke with 1 kw, using directional an- 
tenna ail times. 


NEW APPLICATIONS 


Colorado: Continental Radio Co., Denver, new sta- 
tion to be operated on 630 kc with 1 kw nights, 5 kw 
days, change equipment, install directional antenna 
for day and night use. 

Georgia: WTFI, Athens, boost day power from 500 
watts to 1 kw. 

Idaho: KTFI, Twin Falls, Idaho, install new vertical 
antenna, boost power from 1 kw to 1 kw nights, 5 kw 
days. 

Massachusetts: Hampden Hampshire Corp., Holyoke, 
new station to be operated on 1240 ke with 500 watts 
nights, 1 kw days. 

Michigan: WXYZ, King-Trendle Broadcasting Corp., 
Detroit, install new transmitter and jump juice from 
1 to 5 kw. 

New York: Tri-City Broadcasting Co., Inc., Sche- 
nectady, new station to be operated on 950 kc with 1 
kw, using directional antenna all times. 

Pennsylvania: Keystone Broadcasting Co. New 
Castle, new station to be operated on 1250 ke with 
250 watts, days only. 

Washington: Evening News Press, Inc., Port Angeles, 
new station to be operated on 1400 kc with 250 watts. 


Albans, 





Labor Delays WJBK Bldg. 


Detroit, June 1. 
Labor unrest in building trades 
here is holding up start of construc- 
tion on WJBK’s new studio building, 
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which will include a juvenile con- | 
| servatory, where kids will be taught | 
| hoofing, warbling, technique, etc. 


| 


| standing half-built and James F. 
struction in fear of getting stuck 
half-way and not being able to fin- 
ish new studios without heavy losses. 





program Monday (31) afternoon. 














| tions. 
David L. Miller added to an- Dr. 
| nouncing staff at WMCA, N. Y. | market 
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Wayne University’s Air 
Class Goes Places and 
Meets People in Detroit) nignt cr ratined agreement with 





Detroit, June 1. 

Lab work in new radio techniques 
| Many houses and buildings are course at Wayne University, under 
U’s Director of Radio Garnet R. Gar- 
Hopkins has delayed starting con-)| rison, formerly production manager 
at WJIM, Lansing, includes 0.0. of 
Ford Sunday Evening Hour dress re- 
hearsal; trips to WXYZ where staff | yp, 

, | members give demonstrations of re- 
Austin Hogan, sec of Transit Work- | spective duties: address by Herschell 
jers’ Union, was guest of Richard Wart, p.a. at WWJ and radio ed of 
Brooks on his ‘Little Things in Life’ | Detroit News: plus a showmanship 


| survey, a la Variety of Detroit sta- 


Frank N. Stanton, of CBS 
research department, ad- 
oe — | dressed classes last week on re- 
r | search methods, 
| Dale, Dr. I. Keith Tyler and Mere- 
dith Page, of Ohio State U., spoke on 
Script writing, educational use of ra- 
dio, and use of films, respectively. 





Phileo Strike Ended 


Philadelphia, June 1. 
Philco employes last Thursday 





company that ended four-week 
strike in huge plant. They will re- 
turn to work today with five-cents- 
an-hour wage increase and 36-hour 
week. Closed shops and union rec- 
ognition are continued from earlier 
pacts. More than 8,500 workers are 
affected. Union won all demands ex- 
cept 10-cent-an-hour wage increase 


Mearwhile violence punctuated 
strike called by United Electrical 
and Radio Workers of America at 
Radio Condenser Co. in Camden. 
Plant supplies parts to several big 
set manufacturers. Joseph Tompson, 
prez of Radio Condensor Union, Inc., 
which opposes strike called by 
United, was punched as he drove 
through picket lines. 


while Dr. Edgar 





Truman Bradley Statistics 
Detroit June 1. 





E WEST 


| casts carded. 


ano -{EART-THROBS 


o-pure | broadcasts. 


Rain Spoiled Tulip Stunt 


| Annual tulip festival in Holland, 
| Mich., last week provided WWJ with 
: | another special-event stunt, but rain 
MOST POPULAR spoiled the last two of three broad- 
Jim Eberle and Vic- 
| tor Linfoot, of station's staff, went 
| to Holland, about 200 miles from 
| Detroit, coupla days ahead of first 
| scheduled airing to lay plans for 


First airing came off oke, but last 
two were forced to cance] because 
of downpour on ancient festival and 
difficulties in picking up stuff from 
mobile unit due to lightning, etc. 


When Truman Bradley completes 
his spieling on the last Ford Sunday 
Evening Hour (WJR-CBS) | this 
Spring, June 13, he will have travel- 
ed a total of 70,000 air miles be- 
tween here and Chicago since show 
started. 

Concerts, which originate in the 
5,000-seat Masonic aude here, also 
have meant 117-hour shows, in ad- 
dition to numerous hours of re- 
hearsal. Bradley flies between De- 
troit and Chicago, where he’s sta- 
tioned, every week. 


Detroit, June 1. 





Jane Evans, who handles a daily 
food talk program over WGY, Sche- 
nectady, for Empire-Community 








‘ ange 2 Pangea r- ae City, } tually Mrs. Scott Button, member of 
pheeec ee le Mine CO MN. ADVERTIBENG | N ‘ ec esee gp lOWA, affixes to the Columbia web | the Players. 
’ MGT,., ED WOLF—RKO BLDGe NEW YORK cit¥ on June 27, Agency ie Adirondack of Albany. 


Markets and Schaffer Stores, is ac- 


Schenectady Civic 





WTAM WILL HAVE TWO. 
400-SEAT AUDITORIUMS 


Cleveland, June 1. 

Construction work on WTAM’s 
new studios in downtown Guarantee 
Title and Trust skyscraper, to be re- 
named NBC building, gets under 
way June 15 and is expected to be 
finished by Dec. 1. Blue-prints py 
William A. Clarke. ; 

Entire new floor on the mezzanine 
for two large studios with 400 ¢a-. 
pacity each. These will be two floors 
high. Five smaller studios are 





2] } ‘ 
going 


on first floor, the master-control 
room and engineers taking over 
basement. Sales and business staf 


on third floor. 

Exclusive use of roof and its signs 
also was written into lease by Ver- 
non H. Pribble, station manager, al- 
though owners demurred at first 





Capt. Murray G. Rees has joined 
Grombach Productions, Inc. 
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6th YEAR FOR 
BLACKETT - SAMPLE 
HUMMERT, INC. 
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ivin Stewart Quits 
Successor Stirs Much Speculation 


a 





Washington, June 1. 

Unexpected retirement of Dr. 
Irvin Stewart, vice-chairman and 
advocate of up-to-the-hilt regulation 
of broadcasters, at the end of his 
current Federal Communications 
Commission term was announced 
last week. Half-dozen candidates 
immediately revealed their willing- 
ness to take his $10,000-a-year place. 

Stewart, who has been ringleader 
in attempts to curb chains and one 
of the most aggressive members of 
the Commish liberal faction, said 
he is not a candidate for reappoint- 
ment. Instead he takes a three-year 
‘ob, reputedly at a $15,000 figure, as 
director of newly-formed Committee 
on Scientific Aids to Learning, set 
up by the National Research Council. 
Will punch the clock immediately 
after his three-year F.C.C. term runs 
out June 30. 

Revealed retirement touched off 
wide guessing contest in political and 
radio circles. Patronage-grabbers 
were not long in entering candi- 
dates, although there was no hint 
from the White House that the va- 
cancy will be filled in a hurry. 

Leading contender, as far as 
sip was concerned, appears to be 
former Congressman Dennis J. Dris- 
eoll of Pennsylvania, who }- 
strumental in unearthing fake tele- 
grams sent legislators during the 
1935 fight over regulation of public 


£oOs- 


Was ll 


] 


utilities. Driscoll now is chairman 
of the Pennsylvania public service 
commission, holding a_ ten-yea) 


ticket. 


Mention Lanham 


Well-informed Congressional cir- | 


cles heard that Rep. Fritz Lanham 
of Texas is a likely selection. Neve: 
before affiliated with communica- 
tions, he is widely known as a hard- 
working lawmaker and has 


ters. Broadcasters, however, think 
he might be too sympathetic toward 


American Society of Composers, Av- | 


thors, and Publishers. 

While these names were men- 
tioned most frequently, several othe: 
individuals figured in the specula- 
tion. Comdr. T. A. M. Craven, now 
F.C.C. chief examiner; Hampson 
Gary, the Commish chief 
and Carl Arndld, member of 


little hope was given them. Since 
he was one of the original F.C.C. 
septet, Gary was given the best 
chance of the trio. 

New work Stewart will undertake 
is related directly to radio. Prin- 
cipal object of the committee is to 
delve into educational aspects of 
films, broadcasting, and other éim- 
ilar developments. First. assignment 
will be a survey of the work and 
results of the National Advisory 
Council on Radio in Education, one 
of the pedagog groups which has 
been criticizing the F.C.C. for fail- 
ing to give educators adequate 
broadcast facilities, 


been | 
deeply interested in copyright mat- | 


counsel, | 
the 
legal staff, were talked up, although 


FCC. June 30; 





3d Generation Hillbilly 


Philadelphia, June 2, 

Arlette Pickard, three-yeare 
old daughter of Bub, making 
first regular radio appearances 
with ‘Pickard Family,’ now 
filling in on WCAU for ‘Sleepy 
Hollow’ troupe, which is on p.a, 
tour, 

Arlette is third generation of 
hillbilly family heard on pro- 
gram. She sings and recites or 
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fri- 
days. 














Methodists on 
Air Via Dises 





World Service, organization that 
i ballyhoos combination of various 
Methodist Church activities. has had 
World Broadcasting press a series 
of 13 quarter-hour e.t.’s dramatizing 
lives of w.k. missionaries. 

Will spot a test campaign in mid- 


west. World Service wants to at- 
tract contributions to help the Meth- 
| Odist missionary work. 

| Several Catholic missions and 


| charity-dispensing orders have been 
regularly on ne fol 
couple of years. 


SPORTS EDS ON WIND, 


4 


sponsored | tii 


Chicago, June 1. 

General Foods has four of the 
local sports editors to guest on the 
WIND baseball play-by-play series 
Those tapped are: Warren Brown 
lof .Herald-Examiner; Marvin Mc- 
| Carthy, of Times; Lloyd Lewis, of 
News, and Ed Cockrane, of Ameri- 
can. Only paper not represented 
will be the Tribune, sports editor 
Arch Ward having declined the bid. 


days on the baseball program. 








telegraph division, Stewart found 
time to pay close attention to broad- 
cast matters. He was known in in- 
dustry circles here as the leading 
dissenter from F.C.C, decisions, hav- 
ing written several eloquent oOpin- 
ions condemning his colleagues for 
disregarding regulations and policies. 
He sponsored a study of means to 
control networks, was'a leading cru- 
sader against newspaper invasion of 
broadcasting, and made a continuous 
study of economic and social trends 
lin the radio field. 





Although he was chairman of the 


——$ 





Each sports ed will guest for six | 
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Agencies—Sponsors 


Peter-Paul Co., makers of Dreams 
and Mounds candies, have taken 
five-minute spots on WCAE, Pitts- 
burgh, five days a week for 13 weeks. 
Program consists of cash prize of- 
fers for best last line rhyming with 
one plugging the product and is be- 
ing handled jointly by Bob McKee, 
announcer, and Stephanie Diamond, 





| 
| 
| 
| 


of station’s dramatic staff, latter 
reading off the contributions of 
| femme winners. 

Duquesne Brewing Co.,. has re- 
newed Norman Twigger’s nightly 
news broadcasts on WCAE, Pitts- 
burgh, for 13 weeks more, the third | 
lift in } option by beer-makers., 

Calo Dog Food on WOR with | 
twice weekly five-min. e.t.’s labeled 
‘Dog News,’ presenting pooch info. 
Brisacher & Staff, San Francisco, 


agented. 


H. D. Lee Mercantile Co. of Kansas 


| City has, through J. Sterling Getch- 
ell, placed spot series over the five 
Pacific Slope stations comprising 
KFBK, Sacramento; KWG, Stockton. 
Calif .MJ, Fresno; KERN, Bakers- 
field, Calif and KOH, Reno, The 
product plugged is overalls, with 
campaign primed to catch the vari- 


Seeking Funds’ 


| 


ous rodeos carded for early summer 


throughout region. 

Welner W. Williams named pro- 
duction chief for the Thornley-Jones 
agency, outfit springing to existenve 
last month with downtown N, Y. 
offices. 

Gabriel Heatter adds another 
sponsor on WOR, New York, start- 
ng July 14. Standard Air Condi- 
tioning will bankroll Wed. and Fri. 
night quarter-hours. 

Quality Furniture and Vellonos 
| Jewelry Store underwriting both 
‘Romany Romancers,’ Buster King 
and Jimmy De Placido, at WELI, 
New Haven. 

Willis Dealers renewed Bigelow 


BUT NOT TRIB’S WARD 


Twins on WELI, New Haven, 


‘Sunday Call,’ Southern New Eng- 
land Telephone Co. musicale, faded 


lat WDRC, Hartford. 


f | 








| New 


16 p.m. PST 


Ford Dealers in the Vermont-New 
Hampshire area are sponsoring over 


| WNBX, Springfield, Vt., a 10-minute, 


nightly Sports Review by Hollis 
Wright. Dodge Dealers have on 
same station twice-weekly transcrip- 
tions placed through Ruthrauff & 
Ryan, and Chevrolet has renewed 
its twice weekly platters featuring 
Rubinoff. Newport Clothiers and 
National Grange. Mutual Liability 
Company are advertising over 
WNBX via UP five-minute news 
bulletins, broadcast over station 
every hour. 


J. Walter Thompson has taken 
time on WGY, Schenectady, up to 
March 31, 1938, for 300 one-minute 
daily announcements for Emerson 
Drug Company, Baltimore, Md., on 
Bromo Seltzer. 

BBD & O's Buffalo office spotted 
one-minute announcements for Jacob 
Dold Packing Co. (meats), Buffalo, 
thrice weekly, to Aug. 13, on WGY. 
Moser & Cotins, Utica, placed one- 
minute spiels for Durr Packing 
Company ‘meats), Utica, six times 
weekly for one year, over WGY. 

Interstate Co., operators of Feather 
River Inn, Cal., spotted six one- 
minute announcements on KGO, San 
Francisco, last week, through Drury 
Co. Weekly quarter-hours with Tod 
Powell, fish and game expert, begin 
June. 1. Six broadcasts scheduled. 

Chevrolet Motor Co., through 
Campbell-Ewald, has renewed its 
‘Musical Moments’ transcriptions for 


another 13 weeks Starting June 7, 
over KGO. San Francisco. Records 
are aired twice weekly. 


Scholl Mfg. Co. ‘foot comfort ap- 
pliances), through Donahue & Coe, 
York, using five announce- 
ments, June 7 to 11, on KGO, San 
Francisco 


Wells Water Co. using an- 
KYA, San Fran- 
mornings a week for one 
starting May 24 


Crazy 
nouncements on 
cisco three 


veal 


Anglo California National Bank, 


San Francisco, has signed with KYA 
for six dramatized announcements 
diaily, three before and three after 


Started May 31. 





ie 
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New Twist on Old Gag 


Philadelphia, June 1, 
Pat Stanton, WDAS program 





editor, supervises playing of 
more than 2,500 phonograph 
records a month on his station. 

But he missed a train to New 
York for an important agency 
conference last Friday while he 
sat in a station lunchroom to 
hear the end of a nickelodeon 


numbe! 











OREGON TESTS 


RADIO TOURIST 
BAITING 


Portland 


State 


Ore., June 1. 


Oregon Highway Commis- 


sion is contemplating a series of 26 
broadcasts over either the NBC or 
CBS network Two test programs 
have been used, one on each chain, 
exploiting Oregon highways as a 
land of recreation. 

KOIN produced the first program 
in its studio, using a glee club choir. 
studio orchestra, and Governor! 
Charles H. Martin presenting the 
speaker, Frank Branch Riley. 

In its bid to get this account for 
NBC time, KGW sent Riley with a 


staff of production men and techni- 
cians to the University of 

campus at Eugene Musical 
ground on this occasion was the Uni- 


versitys glee club and symphony 
orchestra. Governor Martin was 
miked again and Riley did the big 


selling job. 

This is the Oregon State Highway 
Commission’s first trial of ether as 
means of attracting tourist travel. 


a 


Hugh C. Ernst, formerly with NBC 
artists bureau, gone into the 
radio merchandising and program 
business, with office in New York. 


has 


Oregon | 
back- | 


(VARIETY — __. 


Wisconsin Congressman Says Boylan 
Wattage Tax ‘Not Toug 


+ 


h Enough’ 


—_—— —_ 


Washington, June 1. 

Congressional scrutiny of proposed 
taxes on broadcasters is likely this 
year despite general belief the idea 
of putting a price on franchises will 
not get attention, 

Although currently 
fiscal problems, 
Means Committee 

Federal 


serious 
occupied with 
House Ways 
which origi- 
measures, is 
with the po- 
levy from the 
= 4 
Ventilation of the 
propo by 
New York is 


other 
and 
nates revenue 
cribed as sed 
ility of a wattage 
h standpoint 


cle 
tent 


impre 


Ca 


liding-scale fee system 
Rep. John J. Boylan of 


1 prospect, 


ead 


will 
whether the 
the idea in 


Whether special hearing oc- 
cur on radio 
committee will ponder 
framing a bill to continue present 


nuisance taxes is unsettled. Several 


levies or 





| attention 





| 


| Clal 


| contrast to 


committeemen have advocated spe- 
consideration for the radio 
but leaders stil hesitant 
taking dual reve 


tariff, 


pout 


are 


up indi, nue 


Coincident with disclosure that the 


Boylan bill is attracting lawmakers’ 
came a suggestion from 
Rep. Harry Sauthoff, Wisconsin 
Progressive, that stiff charges be im- 


posed in order to curb development 


of chains and protect local trans- 
mitters. He advocated a scale of 
charges far heavier than that em- 


bodied in the Boylan bill and con- 
ceived by Federal Communications 
Commissioner George Henry 

Under the Sauthoff scheme, which 
probably will be incorporated in a 
formal bill, the top cost for a broad- 
cast privilege would be $10 per watt, 
more than triple the maximum in 
the Boylan-Payne formula. This 
means super-power operators hke 
WLW, Cincinnati, would be soaked 
$5,000,000 per annum, while under 
the Boylan-Payne plan their rap 
would be only $1,500,000. Following 
are the brackets which the Wiscon- 
sinite would put in the law: 

Up to 1,000 watts, $1; up to 5,000 
watts, $2; up to 15,000 watts, $3: 
up to 25,000 watts, $5; over 25,000 
watts, $10. 

This program, Sauthoff estimates, 
would yield at least $10,000,000 in 
the $6,946,000 from the 
system developed by Payne. 


Payne, 








October 1. 1956. WHIO became a 
the Columbia Broadca 


these CBS Advertisers 
time of 28 hours on 


* American Tebacce Ce. 
% Association of Banks 
& Bisodol Co. 
* Campbell Soup Company 
& Chevrolet Motor Company 
*% Chrysler Corporation 
* Colgate-Palmolive-Peet Co. 


% Continental Baking Compan 


de Ford Motor Company 
* Ford, J. B. Company 
& Gillette Safety Razer Co. 
x Gulf Oi! Corporation 
+ Heinz, B. J. Company 


* Kelvinator 


THE TEST STATION 
0} ae © - Oe Pw On, 


OF. Ged. Famed. Oe) 
Nat'l. Representative, JOHN BLAIR & CO. 





member of 
Today. 


sting System. 
buy 4 total program 
WHIO every week. 


* Kolynos Company 


* Lady Esther Company 
*& Lehn and Fink Products Co. 
* Lever Brothers 

& Liggett & Myers Tobacco Co. 
# Morris, Philip and Company 


% Nash Kelvinator Corporation 


y * National Biscuit Company 


*& National Ice 

#& Pontiac Motor Co. 

& Reynolds, R. J. Tobacco Co. 
 Servel, Incorporated 

# Sinclair Refining Company 


* Texas Company 
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SEATTLE LIKES 
NAMES, BUT $1 
IS TOP 


Seattle, June 1. 


Trianon (John Savage) ballroom, 
capacity 5,000, dancers, which steps 
up to 7,500 during summer when 
outside 
ing record number of outside bands 
this year, usually 
on.a Saturday night. 

Ran Wilde booked June 4-5, Phil 
Harris, July 9-10, and others being 
negotiated for include Ted FioRita, 
Glen Gray, Benny Goodman, Jan 
Garber. 

For the visiting bands fare is $1 
for man and 42c for the ladies. Sav- 
age found $2.20 too high for Guy 
Lombardo year or so ago. 


Harms Presents 


A New Smash 


THE LITTLE 
OLD FASHIONED 
MUSIC BOX 


VIENNA DREAMS 


THE 


MERRY GO ROUND 
BROKE DOWN 


I'M HATIN’ THIS 
WAITIN’ AROUND 


THE MOON IS IN 
TEARS TONIGHT 


From WB Prod., “Kid Galahaé” 
& 


From 
“READY, WILLING AND ABLE” 


TOO MARVELOUS 
FOR WORDS 


HARMS, INC., RCA Bldg., N. Y. 
MACK GOLDMAN, Prof, Mgr. 











‘Garden’ is opened, is play- | 


week-ends and| 
grossing around two or three grand | 





Most Played on Air 


Combined plugs on WEAF, 
WJZ and WABC are computed 
for the week from Sunday 
through Saturday (May 23-29). 
*Where Are You? 

*September in the Rain. 
*Never in a Million Years. 
*There’s a Luil in My Life. 
*They Can’t Take That Away. 
Love Bug Will Get You. 

It Looks Like Rain. 

*Let’s Call Whole Thing Off. 

Little Dream Ranch, 
Carelessly. 

*Sweet Leilani. 
+Where or When. 

Sailboat in Moonlight. 

*Turn Off the Moon. 

*Blue Hawaii. 

Me and You That Used to Be. 
*Wake Up and Live. 

Boo Hoo. 

Toodleoo. 

*Sweet Is the Word for You. 
You’re Precious to Me. 

I’m Hatin’ This Waitin’. 
*Was It Rain? 

*Swing High, Swing Low. 
tLittle Old Lady. 





* Indicates filmusical song. 
t Production Number. 


M.P.P.A. WARNS 
MAG DISTRIBS 











Music Publishers Protective Asso- 

ciation has issued a warning to mag- 
| azine distributors in all parts of the 
| United States to get out of the busi- 
iness of distributing bootleg song 
| folios to news Gealers. MPPA’s cir- 
cular letter disclosed that the asso- 
ciation was on the verge of direct- 
| ing its legal fire against this quarter 
|of the contraband sheet racket and 
| that it had decided to put the distribs 
on notice before turning over evi- 
| dence involving them to the federal 
| authorities. 
Letter pointed out that these dis- 
|tribs would not only be liable under 
| the criminal law, but that they could 
|be sued for huge damages. The dis- 
'tribs were urged to investigate the 
|source of any song or lyric sheets 
| that were offered them for placement 
| with dealers. They were also told that 
under the law they could be held 
equally liable with the printers. 





Des Moines Park Opens 


Des Moines, June 1. 


Abe Frankel, owner of Riverview 
amusement park, has signed Dick 
Teela of KSO and KRNT to emcee at 
the Riverview ballroom for the sea- 
son, May 29 to Sept. 26. 

Jerry Gates’ orchestra will open 
the season, 

















| 
| 
| 
| 


PARIS EXP0’S 
YANK SWING 
URGE 


of Composers, 





American Society 
Authors and Publishers sees a chance 
of American pubs increasing French 
royalties appreciably by sending 
over arrangements of swing and hot 
| tunes for free distribution among 
| French band leaders. ASCAP got 
the idea from a letter addressed to 
it by its general European rep, Hugo 
| Bryk. 

| Bryk wrote that he has received 
|many requests for such American 
|} orchestrations from dance units cur- 
| rently playing the Great Paris Ex- 
|position. As a rule, Bryk added, 
| foreign agents for American pubs do 
| not make the orchestrations avail- 
lable in printed form. 

At Bryk’s suggestion ASCAP is 
lurging its affiliated publishers to 
|send over 10 orchestrations each of 
swing or hot compositions. Bryk, 
advises the Society, will place them 
in spots where the royalty payments 
by licensees of the French Perform- 
ing Rights Society are substantial. 
ASCAP thinks that it’s worth the 
speculation, since there would be an 
increased participation in French 
performing fees for the American 
pubs. 





| | 
Young Musicians Meet | 
Death in Auto Smash-Up; | 

Rumble Seat Saves One 


West Coxsackie, N. Y., Junel. | 
Four youthful members of Ken 
Reeves’ Orchestra, headed for a 
summer engagement at the Sugar 
Maples Hotel, Hensonville, near 
Catskill, were killed and two others 
were seriously injured when a/§ 
front tire on their coupe blew-out 
causing the car to swerve and crash 
head-on into a heavy truck-trailer. 





Impact caused the truck laden} 
with paint and linseed oil from | 
the Du Pont Company’s New 


Jersey factory, to burst into flames. | 
These enveloped the coupe, bumpers | 














locked with the front of the truck | 
and forced off the road and held sus- | 
pended over a concrete culvert. | 
Musicians and the truck driver were | 
hopelessly trapped in the vehicles, | 
as flames shot 100 feet into the air, | 
burning overhead telegraph wires. | 

The dead: Harold Bloom, 20, Dor-| 


Isadore Goldstein, 18, Revere; and 

Leonard Flemington, 40, Englewood, 

N. J., chauffeur of the truck. 
Injured: Robert Novak, listed at 


| last week issued a stern warning to 


| were given such auditions for these 
|}engagements despite the fact such 


chester, Mass., owner of the coupe| with Selznick International on the 


and driver on the all-night journey | ©*Pl0itation of the song ‘Gone With 


from South Boston: Carl Bacheofsky,| ‘n¢ Wind,’ which Allie Wrubel and 


18, Boston; Jacob Paster, 21, Lynn; | Herb Magidson authored. 
| Eddie Cherkose 


MUSIC AND DANCE TOURS 


—=3 





Last Week’s 15 Best Sellers 


TS 





* Indicates filmusical song. 
others are pops 





*September in the Raim .eressccceccseesecsesesereees Remick 
Carelessly .ccccccccees SAREERO AD OES0 56000 040464690408% Berlin : 
*Never in Million Years ...ccccsccccccscccscccsess ... Robbins 
*Sweet Leilani ........0- Me cud cdsebse coe aedegsodeks mOeeee 
Love Bug Will Get You .....ccccccessecees peeseee. Santly-Joy 
*There’s a Lull in My Life..... iehdeoteceaees® akeubs Robbins 
CWP APO TOUT ccciccccvccccctaveseesouen PeeTevTe? i 
*#Little Old Lady . asec ew hede banal s dae waneeebeane Chappell 
Tt TOONS EARS RAW. occ c cd iccccccencevesaveas va weueks Morris 
OMe. TONNE bocce ctscdvobbe cc endesseneesiSerdesee< Famous 
*Was It Rain?..... ee ee ER TERT TE TET TE 
*They Can’t Take That Away.........cccccsesvccoes Chappell 
Boo HOO co. cscs a where CDi ee ORERAAN ORME RRR ORES Shapiro 
*Too Marvelous for Words ....seeeeeee awed de deweeus Harms 
SMoonliat GG SHAAOWS 2. cc ccc cies stew eccccccescces Popular 








$1,450 GROSS RECORD 


Kay Kyser Reported Hitting 
Mark In Lincoln Spot 





New 





Lincoln, June 1. 

Kay Kyser, touring the midwest 
for the last two months, set a new 
record for the Turnpike Casino here 
last week (21) when $1,450 poured | 
into the till. Scale was $1.10 per on | 
advance, $1.65 per at the door. 

Herbie Kay on an 83c. scale held | 
record previously with $1,059. Jan) 
Garber is set to close the spot for 
the summer, coming in June 29. 








PETRILLO WARNS ON 
DANCE AUDITIONS: 


Chicago, June 1, 


James C. Petrillo, as chief of the 
Chicago Federation of Musicians, 





all union members that dance bands 
must not give any auditions for 
casual single engagements without 
first securing special permission 
from the Board of Directors. 

This edict followed the discovery 
that many of the local dance bands 


procedure is strictly banned by the 
union, 


Music Notes 





Claude Lapham has become staff 
arranger and conductor for the Sam 
Fox Publishing Co., confining him- 
self to scoring for pictures. Lap- 
ham’'s book on dance arrangements 
has just been released in England 
and in this country. 





Irving Berlin, Inc., has tied up 





is writing the 
_lyrics for an untitled number to be 
| spotted in ‘Music for Madame.’ Jesse 
(Continued on page 49) 


Paine May See Paris 





John G. Paine, gen. mgr. of the 
American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers, may attend 
the 14th Congress of the Interna. 
tional Confederation of Performing 
Rights Societies. 

Event opens in Paris June 14 and 
will last six days. 








GORDON and REVEL’S 


[Huma Waltz 


From 20th Century-Fox’s “This Is 
My Affair” 


WithoutYour 
Love 


From Hal Roach'’s “Pick a Star” 
oa 
Kitchy- 
= 
I-AOKO ISie 


England’s Novelty Success 


Mviccer AAusic, jnc. 


1019 BROADWAY © NEW YORK 














RUSTY HINGE 


Swing Fox-trot 


Decca Record No. 1273-A 


——— (j»—_—_— 


—+~ FLASHES-~ 


And Now The New 
Novelty Song Sensation 
That Is Stopping All Shows! 


‘THE ORGAN, 


THIS WAY 


Torch Ballad 


———— ( }—— 


THE MONKEY 
AND ME’ 


A SMASH HIT 
' ON EVERY PROGRAM ! 


SAM FOX 
PUBLISHING COMPANY 


1250 SIXTH AVENUE 
RCA BUILOING RADIO CITY 
NEW YORK 


A Waltz with a New Twist: 


SAILING THE SEA 


POs AIHA: 


“1619 BROADWAY. NEW YORK. 6.V, 











—ROY SCNGS— 


WE CAN’T GO ON 


ON A LITTLE SHIP 


| nighter 


Catskill Hospital as aged 16 and | 





leader of the orchestra, who suf-| 
fered fractures of both legs and ma-| 
| jor body burns, and Joshua Cohen, 
| 21-year-old saxophonist, who es- 
| caped with a fractured left arm. 
| Thrown clear of the rumble seat, 
Cohen returned to drag Novak and 
Bacheofsky, who had been riding | 
with him, into a field some distance 
| away. 








The English Swing 
Novelty Hit 


‘CUBAN 
PETE’ 





On the Upbeat — 


Hal Kemp orch plays a private 


| party tomorrow (Thursday) night at 


The Country! 


| the Madrid Ballroom, Harrisburg, Pa. —————— 
| Affair is farewell bender tossed by Sei Go ee Waltz 
7 av e 


| friends for Jack Kelly, Democratic 
| leader of Philly, who is stepping out 
as state secretary of revenue. Music 
| Corp. booked date. 





ae 








Wateh This Number Sweep 


‘SEVENTH HEAVEN’ 











' 
| Mike Nidorf, manager of the one- 
department for 


O'Keefe, Inc., was reported yester- PHIL KORNHELSER, Gen Mar. 





—s— — ——$_—— a 





HOLLYWOOD SONGS 


Rockwell- RCA BUILDING-RADIO CITY-NEW YORK,NY 





































YOU CAN'T RUN AWAY iam 
FROM LOVE Zoveignt toe 


| KNOW NOW 
THE SONG OF THE MARINES 


MINa TY BABY SAYSITS $0 
| 


THE LADY WHO COULDN 
BE KISSED 


NIGHT OVER SHANGHAI 


-HZ=—Ppz-OZaOTae 


— 
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CHARLES WRAAEN Pr! Mg 


REMICK MUSIC CORP.,N.Y.C 
eee ikaemaeneeemenieeememeimmmnameatil 














WARREN AND DUBIN 
TOP THE LIST WITH 


SEPTEMBER 
IN THE RAIN 


REMICK MUSIC CORP. 


1250 Sixth Ave., RCA Bldg., N. ¥. 
CMABLIE WARREN. Prof. Mar. 




















—— 





| day (Tuesday) to be recovering from 








With pleasure we announce a great musical score from MGM's 
forthcoming production FEATURING THE MARX BROTHERS 


“A DAY AT THE RACES’’ 


The swell score, by Gus Kahn, Kaper and Jurmann follows: 


TOMORROW IS ANOTHER DAY 
A MESSAGE FROM THE MAN IN THE MOON 
ALL GOD’S CHILLUN GOT RHYTHM 
BLUE VENETIAN WATERS 


ROBBINS MUSIC CORPORATION @ 799 7th Ave. New York 














|a severe pneumonia attack. 
He became ill a week ago. 





~ GORDON and REVEL Click Again! 





| Tromar Ballroom, Des Moines, fea- | || 
tured Bob Crosby’s band on May ||; 
| 29th and Charlie Agnew’s band on | 

| May 30th. Agnew is widely known || 
|in Des Moines since he served as | | 
emsee for a long period at the Para- 
mount theatre during the Publix re- || 
gime. 





Bill Powers’ Orchestra opened the || 
season at Sycamore Park -in Des || 
| Moines on May 28, featuring vemeeeg | 





Brace, tap dancer, and Mary Rogers, 











in 26th _Century-Fox’s “WAKE UP AND LIVE” 
Featuring Water Winchell, Ben Bernie and Alice Faye 


_ NEVER IN A MILLION YEARS IT’S SWELL OF YOU 
THERE'S A LULL IN MY LIFE WAKE UP AND LIVE 
'M BUBBLING OVER 


: : ; 
eulianed on Guan 0) i Robbins Music Corporation * 799 7th Ave., New York — 
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NEW YORK LOCAL HITS WAX 





40%, of Royalties for SPA 


terms Worked “Out to Settle Dispute on 
E. T.’s s and Sync Rights 


confer with officials of the 
the latter’s demand for 
to administer the 
cription and sync 


Music Publishing industry is ready 
io give the members of the Song- 
-iters Protective Association 40% 

the royalties collected on trans- 

ion and film synchronization At a 
chte on compositions which have |Tuesday before (25 
) on turned over to publishers after had set 50% 
‘sne 1, 1937. This compromise was 
ved at yesterday (Tuesday) by a 


SPA on 
the sole right } 
licensing of trans- 
rights 

| 


{ 
» this committee 


as the tentative split- 
ting figure, but during the ensuing 
week it was found that the rank and 
,ocial publishers’ committee which | file of publishers would not agree to 

« named the week before last to!|make it more than 40%. Under the 
=| old contracts the writers are entitled 
to but 33 1-3° 
voted that the 40% 
predicated on the SPA’s agreement 
to enter into a long term uniform 
contract with the publishers and to 
|waive Article IX of the SPA’s by- 
| laws, as affecting the administration 
of mechanical rights, during the term 
| of this proposed new contract. Un- 


jmer Article IX the right to license 
the transcription and sync rights is 

MY | automatically transferred by a writer 
member to the SPA. 


JASCAP WILL 
BUCKAROO | EXPLAIN ITS 


| w. witwanK a sons__| AUDITING 


1250 Sixth Ave., RCA Bldg., N. Y¥. 














Witwer” Presents | 


From “CHEROKEE STRIP” 


Starring DICK FORAN 
THE GREATEST WESTERN BALLAD 
IN YEARS 














CHARLIE WARREN, Prof. Mgr. | 

















American Society of Composers, 
| Authors and Publishers proposes to 
launch ani educational campaign 
mene its licensees that will seek to 
|disabuse them of the impression that 
ithe amount of the fees is arbitrarily 
|fixed by the organization’s district 
lreps. Society's objective will be to 
show that in every case the rep op- 
|erates according to a formula and} 
that the specific formula applied to 
lhis business will be made available 
lto a licensee on request. 

In the past no attempt had been 
made to acquaint small licensees 
with the methods used to determine 
how much they should pay. 

This new policy of better user re- 
lationship was developed during the 
annual meeting of ASCAP district 
raps in the Society's home office the 
week before last. 

Eddie Ward is_ recording 
Horse With the Dreamy Eyes,’ 
tune for Metro’s ‘Saratoga.’ 


kis KAT 


te 5 RECORDED ON 
3 MASTER AND 
< VARIETY RECORDS 























shed ‘The 
EXCLUSIVE PUBLICATIONS, Inc. new 


4619 BROADWAY, NEW YORK, N.Y 











Tops in the Music Business 
Another “These Foolish Things” 


THE YOU AND ME THAT USED TO BE 


The No. 1 Song 





CARELESSLY 





Just Released 


A STAR IS BORN 


The Greatest Song of the Year 


GONE WITH THE WIND 





IRVING BERLIN, 


Inc. 


799 an AVE., NEW YORK HARRY LINK, Gen. Prof. Manager 
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Hits from the RKO Radio Picture, “NEW FACES OF 1937” 


OUR PENTHOUSE ON THIRD AVENUE 
LOVE IS NEVER OUT OF SEASON 
IT GOES TO YOUR FEET 


By Lew Brown and Sammy Fain 


THE WIDOW IN LACE NEW FACES 


By Walter Bullock and Hareld Spina By Charles Henderson 


LEO FEIST, Inc. © 1629 BROADWAY * NEW YORK 











meeting with SPA reps the | 


©. Yesterday’s meeting | 
offer would be | 


/RMPS BALLAQ 
MEGHANIZAT 





ON 


|Advance Propaganda Seen 
| Certain to Flower in Strict 
Rulings by National A. F. 


of M. Convention 





WARN LEADERS 





Executive board of the New York 
musicians union last week cleared 
the decks for drastic action on the 
use of recordings in radio and other 
| media at the forthcoming convention 
of the American Federation of Mu- 
|sicians. After drawing up a set of 
| resolutions on the recording issue 
| for submission to the AFM meet, the 
Local 802 board instructed band 
| leaders to refrain from making any 
| sort of recording contract without 
| first submitting the papers to the 
pay Orders were given at a meet- 

ing in the Astor hotel Friday morn- 
ling (28). 

Leaders were particularly 
| tioned against accepting any docu- 
ment which contains a clause hold- 
ing the recording company to be the 
sole owner of the master and or 
any stipulation which gives the man- 
| ufacturer the exclusive right to de- 
|} termine how the disc shall be used. 
| Local 802’s officials have aligned 


a drive which is expected to cul- 
minate in the convention’s passage of 





| legislation circumscribing the public | 
| performance of phonograph records | 


and regulating the 
transcriptions. 
Assembled maestros were also told 
| of an order from the International 
| union which prohibits them from 


distribution of 


| doing any work for a company that | 


| is being organized to supply dance 
halls with one-reelers showing name 
| bands in action. With the hali prop- 
'erly dimmed, the short 
units to furnish music for the shuf- 
flers. AFM is resolved to prevent 
this latest threat of increased un- 


Any member who participates in the 
making of such reel will be automat- 
ically expelled from the federation. 


TOMEI RAPS 
PICKET SNUBS 
BY TATSE 








Philadelphia, June 1. 

A. A. Tomei, prexy of Philly Mu- 
sicians’ Local, will bring up several 
matters at Louisville Convention 
this month. Declares he will bring 
up A. F. of M. relations with IATSE 
affiliates such as stage hands and 
operators. Tomei is riled because he 
says members of these’ branches 
regularly walk through picket lines 
of the musicians. 

‘We must come to some definite 
understanding with the IATSE,’ he 


said. ‘Either. we make an alliance 
that means something and _ that 
sticks, or we give up any trace of 


an agreement and fight it out alone.’ 

Another annoying. thing, 
said, is ‘stroller acts’ in niteries, re- 
ferring to musical acts that don’t 
stop at their regular turn, but con- 
tinue to provide ‘lull’ music. 

He declared he has no objection 
to musical acts, but performers who 
play three or four hours of music 
a night are ‘infringing on the. rights 
of union musicians and should join 
the Union or stick to their regular 
turns.’ 





Carl Ravell With Brunswick 
Carl Ravell’s band has gone ex- 
clusive with Brunswick. 
Unit makes its first batch of rec- 
ords under the Brunswick agreement 














this Friday (4), 





Cau- | 


themselves with the Chicago local in | 


subjects | 
could be used in place of live dance | 


employment from getting anywhere. | 


Tomei | 





ASCAP Attacks Wash. State Law: 
iting for Montana Appeal 


\ 
Without waiting for the decision of — Benefit ary 
| 











ee eee ee Jobs for Five Musikers 


tana, the American Society of Com 

posers, Authors has Publishes Hollywood, June 1 
alidated the Five of those who participated in 
| Wa: — law which bars the so- | Bing Crosby's five-hour band 
| cie from operating in that state,|COmeert at Pan-Pacific Auditorium 
re: AP counsel filed a petition with |for Joe Sullivan have obtained jobs 
the U.S. Court of Appeals in Ta-| 2S 4 direct result. Sullivan picked 
|coma asking that three judges be as- | “P 4 check for $3,200. 

| signed to hear the society's plea for _Jerry Bergen and Ben Pollack got 
lan injunction against the local|#!m calls and Barney McDevitt 


la 
eek 1a0ved to have iny 


swing 





statute. Similar action will be taken > wongay as p.a. for le asa Loma ork, 
this week in the case of the Nebraska | Mrs. | ullivan goes into the office 
anti-ASCAP law. of Santley-Joy and Select, music 


| publishers, and Segar Ellis is spot- 


It had originally been planned to 
| ted in Club Casanova with his band. 


hold off litigating the 
Washington and Nebraska until the 
Federal Montana had 
handed down its finding on the plea 
against the Montana law, which had 
been argued several weeks ago. 
Montana and Washington statutes, as 
aimed against ASCAP, each seek to 
make the matter of liccnsing music 
users a state controllable business. 

Nebraska law is framed along the 
lines of the recently passed Florida 
bill which gives the purchaser of a 
sheet of music or orchestration the 
automatic right to perform it with- 
out further cost. 


IL E ( T ‘LADY } pe ON THE 
250,000 HA 
SALE 


IF WE HAVE A 


issue inh 





VISIT OR WRITE 


a : 4 
y A ' ; q <q + : 
a S & wa 


" TEN O'CLOCK TOWN 
(From ‘Sea Legs’) 


YOU'RE PRECIOUS 
TO ME 


tribunal in 


A-HUNTING I WILL GO 
IT’ Ss HIGH TIME 


RAINY SUNDAY 


). Orchestrations 50c each 


* f it 
With the RADIO CITY * 


ready gone over 


sheet sales having al- 
the 250,000 mark, 
‘Little Old Lady’ rates as the first 
‘click out of a legit musical since 
‘When Smoke Gets Into Your Eyes’ 
helped hpyo ‘Roberta’ into success 
| three years ago. ‘Old Lady’ derives 
| from the score of ‘The Show Is On,’ 
| which opened in New York Christ- 
mas Eve. 

Chappell Co. first picked Vernon 
| Duke’s ‘Now’ in the same musical 
| as a likely hit but when this failed 
| to materialize the publishing firm 
shifted its plug concentration to 
‘Old Lady.’ Since the latter part of 
February the latter tune has aver- 
aged 20 plugs a week on the major 
networks, which has meant plenty 
mentions for the musical. 

What makes the sales total of ‘Old 
Lady’ notable is that Chappell has 
been getting 25c for the sheet copies, 
as against the 18c which prevails 
| for the general run of music, with 
| the result that ‘Old Lady’ brings 35c¢ 
lover the syndicate counter and 40c 

in the case of indie dealers. 











Announcing 
Three Big Song Hits 
from “SING AND BE HAPPY*® 
The New 20th Century-Fox 
Musical 


‘Sing and Be Happy’ 


‘What A 
Beautiful Beginning’ 


‘Travelin’ Light’ 


Il” . MOVIETONE 
MUSIC CORPORATION 


SAM FOX PUBLISHING CO 
1250 SIXTH AVENUE 


RCA BIILO 





yoleAgents 





NEW YORK 





Here Is Your Summer Song of Songs! 


Just Released! Hot Off the Presses! 
A Smash Melody—A Sure-fire Lyric! 


IS THIS GONNA BE 
MY LUCKY SUMMER? 


By Benny Davis — Rube Bloom 


TODAY | AM A MAN WHERE IS THE SUN? 


The Comedy Sensation of 1937 | Thrilling Torch Tune from the 


Mees rattenne st | OLD PLANTATION 


Summer Romance Stirring Song of the Southland 


SERENADE IN THE NIGHT 


The Loveliest of Love Songs 


MILLS MUSIC, INC., 1619 Broadway, New York 
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VAUDE--NITE CLUBS 





Wednesday, June 2, neni 
































Niteries, Hotels Splurging on Names; 


Not Enough B.0. Orchs to Go Around 


Bookers and agents report an un-| 
precedented demand for names of 
all kinds for 
with 


dance spots and ni- 


teries, even the smaller spots 


which got along on nameless floor 
shows and bands for years suddenly 
yelping for strength. 
The trend 
hotel 


bookers, is for 


marquee 


throughout the nitery 


and tield, according to the 
strict sensationalism 
they 
slightly phoney. 
that 
in a raid on a stag 


that 


on names, no matter whether 
McCoy or 


The name can be Whiteman or 


be the 


of a girl nabbed 
party, as long as its a name 
has ‘publicity value.’ 

For the bands, there aren’t enough 
name orchestras to go nearly around 
to satisfy the urgent demand. Spots 
which never before went in for 
name strength are suddenly seek- 
ing top monikers to stretch across 
their ads in bold type. Drake 
hotel, Chicago, which mopped up 
with Paul Whiteman’s orchestra last 
month, is discussing the hiring of 
Fred Waring’s crew. 

Chez Paree, Chicago, three weeks 
ago put Jimmy Durante on top of 
its already highly budgeted show. | 
at an extra cost of $3,000. Chez now 
has Ted Lewis band as headliner, 
besides a floor show which itself 
costs around $3,000. 

Orchestra names are in particular | 
demand, with the nitery operators | 
having almost universally decided 
that a moniker orchestra is cash in 
the box-office 


Music Corp. of America, Consoli- 


dated Radio Artists, Rockwell- 
O'Keefe and other agencies report 
that there aren't enough name) 


bands to satisfy the demand, 





Femme Imps, Banned 
From Detroit, Invade 


Cleveland Nite Clubs 


Cleveland, 


Banning of femme impersonators 
in Detroit and other midwest cities 
has resulted in a small army of imps 
descending upon local niteries, where 


| indie Lyrie, 
| following. 
All acts from Crosley staff. Dates, | 
on guarantee and percentage, ar- | 
ranged by Fritz M. Witte for the | 





gendarmes look on with a more or | 


less tolerant eye. 

Jackie Maye and Li-Kar, with four 
others, went into Stan Jabin’s Torch | 
Club Saturday (22), which is build- 
ing up its summer shows. 
for that is over-abundance of imps 
available who are not asking for 
much. Chateau and Regal Clubs also 
booking nearly a dozen more. 


Though cops still okay them, rules 
are being made more strict to avoid 
any kicks from reform groups. 
Mimics aren't allowed to mix with 
customers between shows at Torch. 
Manager 


either inside or out of the 
Couple of street fights in 
months caused latter taboo. 


UNION RULE MAY OPEN 
HOTEL TO PENDARVIS 


San Francisco, June 1. 
Paul Pendarvis, whose orchestra 
has been idle since the hotel strike 
in San Francisco, is dickering for 
Jimmy Grier’s spot in the Biltmore 
Bowl in Los Angeles. If the L. A. 
musicians’ union forces Grier to 


recent 


make a decision between his radio 
and hotel work, Grier may retain 
his Fibber McGee and Molly and 


Joe Penner commercials. 

Grier is ‘said to be in favor of 
Sticking with radio in which 
Pendarvis is expected to go into the 
Bowl. 

Dick Gasparre’s orchestra opens 
at the Mark Hopkins as soon as the 
San Francisco hotel strike is over. 
Will Osborne’s band is tentatively 
set to move into the ‘Fairmont Ho- 
tel June 15. 

Osborne may be on the Ford com- 
mercial when Al Pearce and his 
Gang broadcast from here the latter 
part of this month. 


case 





Abe Lyman’s Detroit Date 


Abe Lyman’s orch goes 
Westwood Gardens, Detroit 
July 5. 

*Date is for two weeks. 


nitery, 


June 1. | 


| O’Keefe 


| 


' Country Club and will run 





"Pt Hotel Shelving 1 
Nitery, Enlarging 2d 





Pittsburgh, June 1. 
considered an eyesore for an 
Chatterbox at the 


Long 
ace hotel. the 


William Penn will be chucked next 
Fall and management intends to 
spend around $25,000 doing over 
Italian dining room for a _ supper 
dance spot. Chatterbox was origi- 
nally built for a convention hall, but | 
has been used during Fall and 


Winter for dancing, Urban Roof be- 
ing the Summer hangout. 

Capacity of Italian Room is only 
about 350, less than half that of 
Chatterbox, but it will be enlarged 
considerably and William Penn ex- 
pects to put it on a swank basis, with 
ace floor shows to complement mu- 
sic. Dick Stabile’s band, which 
wound up successful three-month 
stay at Chatterbox last Thursday 
27). will open the néw room around 
the first of October. 


CRAWFORD’S ORCH SET 


FOR CONGRESS, CHICAGO 





Jesse Crawford orchestra, which 
includes Helen Crawford, opens at 
the Congress hotel, Chicago, June 10. 

Floor show which has been booked 
in with the band by Rockwell- 
includes Charles Carlile, 
Don, Dolores and Demis, 


Diaz, 


|Tommy Trent and Bernhardt and 





Graham. 
WLW Unit Into Dayton 
Cincinnati, June 1. 
WLW stage show, which drew 


good biz in its initial engagement at 
‘ 


the Shubert early in April, has been 


the RKO Colonial, Day- 
week of June 11, 


booked for 
ton, O., 


station. 





Huff’s New Chi Spot 


Chicago, June 1. 


Formerly operator of Lincoln 


Reason | Tavern here and Hollywood Coun- 


try Club, Hollywood, Fla., Jack Huff 
has taken over the Crystal Lake 
it as 
Summer resort. 

Opening show has Frank Hall as 


/m.c., with Alene and Evans, Bernice 


also threatens to fire any | 
who strut around in femme clothes, | 
club. | 
| Albany, 
, ninth annual 


Hart, Consola and Melba. 





Magician’s Convention 


Professional and amateur hocus- 


enthusiasts gathered jin 
N. Y., last week for the 
three-day conference 
of the Society of American Magi- 
cians held at the Ten Eyck Hotel. 


pocus 


Officers elected were Theodore T. | 


Golden, president, and four regional 
vice-presidents: Caryl S. Fleming, 
|W. R. Walsh, R. F. Schaeler, and 
Louis H. McCord. Richard DuBois 
was elected secretary, Royal Heath, 
treasurer, 
porter. 
be held in Cincinnati. 


Saranac Lake 


By HAPPY BENWAY 
Gladys Stern, ex-Saranacer, 
connected with a Gloversville, 

beauty shop. 
Ben Schaffer 


now 
im oe 


said the M. D. 
him he was lackadaisical and 
brious, but he'll have to stay in bed. 
| Wilma Karl, Ethel McCowan, Pat- 


told 


sey Maxwell and Grace Screth are fice 


/ doing things in a big way at the 
Adirondack Grill. 
Tommy Vicks, 
ter, New Hampshire; 
back here for that air 

| Francis Summers. 


| Chris Hagedorn to Scarsdale, N. Y., 
Pollowing a couple of one-niters. | 
into the! 


and B’way for a look-see. 
Monty Fisher, ex-burlesquer, 
sells Packards up here. 


' 
| 


nac and elsewhere who are sick. 


| crew once again at his nitery on the 


and the | 
Indianapolis, the week | 


and Philip T. Thomas, re- | 
Next year’s convention will | 


salu- ! 


ozoning at Roches- 
Bill Headly is 
routine; ditto 


now 


Write te those you know in Sara- '12- week 


ne — 


Freeman’s Texas Trip 


Charles J. Freeman, Paramount 
booker in New York, leaves end of 
this week for Dallas and the open- 
ing there June 11 of the Greater 
| Texas, Pan-American Exposition. 








Freeman has been booking the stage 
attractions for the Expo through) 
George Marshall, director. 

Par booker will continue on to the 
Coast before returning to N.Y. in | 
about a month, | 


SHUFFLING PITT | 








Cleve. Nitery Ops Expanding in Hopes 
Expo Will Attract Plenty of Tourists 


—¢> 








‘Philly’s No. 1 Nitery Will | 


Stick Through Summer 


Philadelphia. June 1. 
Arcadia-International, top Philly 





nitery, will definitely not shutter to 
| duck heat wave. Reports that the 
place would pull the blinds were 


NITERY BANDS: 


r 
? 


Pittsburgh, June 1. 
Warm the | 
band set-up here almost completely, 
with flock of new orchs moving into | 
town to take care of usual summer 


weather is changing 


increase in night’ spots. Happy 
Felton, with Sande Williams’ four- 
piece combo for fill-in music, is | 


opening William Penn hotel's Urban | 


Roof. with Artie Shaw going 
spacious Willows, Reggie Childs into | 
New Penn and Charley Gaylord into 
Bill Green's. 

Prince Albert and his sepia crew 
have checked into Harlem Casino, 
Ralph Harrison returns to Webster 
Hall for its Spanish Gardens and 
Husk O'Hara moves into Balconades, 
new 450-seat spot just a block away 
from Bill Green’s on Route 51. 

Pines has Grady (Moon) Mullins 


into | 


from Duke University, Kennywood 
Park, Ray Pearl and West View 
Park, Val Garvin until June 15, 


when Blue Barron comes in for in- 
def stay. Eddie Peyton has his own 


Stubenville Pike. Only spots remain- 
jing as is are the downtown cafes, 
with Herman Middleman sticking at 
| Nixon cafe, Etzi Covato at the Plaza 
}and Al Marsico at the Show Boat. 
New Penn, now under exclusive 





‘CRA franchise, will follow Childs 
with Johnny Hamp and Don Bestor. 


No Strike, But 2 Philly 


Niteries Have Pickets 





| 





Philadelphia, June 1, 
Pickets of waiters, 
j;cooks unions were added Thursday 


(27) to those of the musicians’ local 


| besieging mid-city 20th Century | 
| Tavern. 
The cooks, waiters and bartenders 


|strike was called in sympathy with 
the tooters. Although the service 
employees are highly organized, they 
refused to walk out at the call of | 
their chieftains. So there is actually 
no strike. Pickets are not former | 
employees. Employees were fined! 
$99 a man by the union for refusing | 
the call. They say they won't pay | 
‘and will probably be expelled. 

|. Musicians’ 

former employees. but union con- 
scripts. Their plaint is employment 
of a non-union band. A scuffle be- 
tween a couple of oiled customers of | 


the place and the pickets took pl: ice | 


Friday night. Albert London, one of | 
the sign-carriers, got a black eye be- 
fore police arrived, 

Pickets are also parading 
Michaud. The union charges Joe | 
Follman’s band was put out and | 
three non-union Filipinos were in- 
stalled in his place. Bandsmen also 
surrounded Cocoanut Grove for few 
days last week. Charged manage- 


Chez | 


orch. Matter was 
when men got their 


amicably settled 


pay. 


26 Weeks in China Spots 
Set for Theresa Rudolph 


Chicago, June 1. 
Rudolph is set for 26 





Theresa 


weeks at Park hotel and Ciro’s Sup- | 
China, 


per Club, 
niteries. 

Both deals by Sligh & Tyrrell of- 
here. 


two Shanghai, 


Organist Spotted 
Rochester, June 1. 
singing organist, 

into Loew's Rochester 
for 12 wecks, starting June 4. First 

| outside stage talent in main 
| house in more than a year. 

| Organist Maffie moves in from a 

stand in Loew's Syracuse 


Con Maffie, 
been booked 


| house. 


bartenders and | 


pickets are likewise not | 


ment was behind in weekly wages to | 


has | 


stem | 


current this week, and Art Padula 
he was considering such a move 
waiters, cooks and bartenders 
union didn’t permit him to pare 
| force for slower summer biz. 
With union around to his way to 
thinking,  nitery will continue 


| through summer. 





HOSS OPRY PIC STAR 


| Tyrolean banner. 


ONE-NIGHTS IN UNIT. 





Tex Ritter, hoss opry film star 
for Grand National, starts a p.a. 
tour June 18 in Baxter 
Kansas, 
10 weeks of one and two-day stands 
and wind up in the east. Tour is 


which will comprise around | 


| Alpine Village, 


Springs. | 


| 


being arranged by Martin Wagner, | 
of the William Morris office in N.Y. ! 


Ritter’s stage show will run 20 
minutes, including besides the screen 
cowboy, Snub Pollard, Augie 
Gomez and Princess White Cloud. 








e 15 YEARS AGO @ 


(From Vanmrtr and Clipper) 








Producers complaired that Japs 
were not only pirating their pix but 
copyrighting them after adding na- 
tive titles. 





Demand for Rudolph Valentino 
pix so great Universal was getting 
coin on reissues of earlier features. 
Earliest films had him ‘Rudolph de 
| Valentine.’ 





| Marx Bros. back in N. Y. after a 

| tour to the Coast. Act roughed up 
| and too tough for the Palace, where 
| they played, Doing 45 mins, 





| Frank Ward had a full turn of 
Sestorme but finger dancing. Act 
needed variety, but managed to get 
by. 





| 

| Francis X. Bushman, playing the | 
N. Y. Riverside, had voice trouble 
and almost inaudible, but still a hit. 
Working with Beverly 
the team regarded as a real money 

| getter. 





| Eight acts at the Brighton theatre, 
| Coney Island, and only four used the 
stage piano. 





Recent development of a radio set 
| that could be plugged into house 
outlets credited with helping to a 
| sale of 3,000,000 sets. Blamed for 
| poor vaude biz. 





| Hays appointment gave the Pro- | 


but | 
they finally nixed a czar for their | 


ducing Managers Assn. ideas. 


own outfit. 





| Character comedians were stream- 
| ing into vaude from burlesque. 
| Roger Imhof led the 
They faded the more polite vaude 
comics and got the preference. 





Managers of airdomes were put- 
ting in vaude acts. Delayed nizht- 
fall made it necessary to do some- 
| thing else to catch an eight o'clock 
crowd, 





John Emerson given another year 
as Equity head. Annual report 
showed a loss of $26,313 on an effort 
| to organize pix. 
to be $83,304. 
in arrears and 


assets. 


other unsubstantial 





Four 
single week. Three were dramas. 
Other was McIntyre and Heath in 
‘Red Pepper.’ Not so good. 


| 
! 





American Society of Authors, 
Composers and Publishers cracking 
down on radio for royalties. About 
200 stations were notified to ante up 
or else, They anted, eventually, 





Cleveland, June 1, 

Nitery managers could have taken 
a vacation in the past three weeks, 
business is so much in the dumps, 
|, but reopening of Great Lakes Fx. 
position is the gold-lure that keeps 
them running and even planning 
summer expansions. 

Half of them are setting up new 
cabarets in fair’s ‘Streets of World’ 
section, doubling in brass. Load of 
national conventions attracted here 
by expo also is_ responsible for 
opening of several new downtown 
niteries for the hot months with 
hopes of catching visitors’ shekels. 

Herman. Pirchner, burg’s’ most 
energetic promoter, has four spots 
going at the same time under his 
One is the Show- 
boat at the expo, a ferry-boat con- 
verted inta dance-and-dine place, 
with two bands. Last year it was 
operated by Theo DeWitt, hotel man. 
Second by Pirchner will be expo 
with Otto Thurn’s 
band: third, his downtown Hofbrau 
and fourth, a suburban Alpine Shore 
Club. 

Mayfair Casine 


Instead of shutting its dining room, 
Mayfair Casino will run its stage 
revues through June and perhaps 
July, if it doesn’t get too hot. For at 
least the next month Harry Propper 
is increasing size of shows and 
hiking the ad budget. 

Joe Bock and Chuck Goldberg, 
hotel operators, are backing the new 
Skillet nitery in theatrical area, 


| which will be ready about June 20. 
| Nick Pinardo. formerly partner in 


| Back Stage Club, 


Bayne and |} 


procession. | 


Surplus was stated | 
but that included dues | 


is blossoming out 
| with Towne Casino to catch sighl- 
| seers’ trade. Tony Regnatz’s reopen- 
ing his old Regnatz’s Gardens for the 
same reason. Gene Beecher’s band 
went into Lotus Gardens last week, 
following Emerson Gill's, and is add- 
ing floor shows to summer schedule 
for first time. 

Expecting business to duplicate 
1936's landslide record during expo’s 
first season, all hotels are booking in 
new bands. Hollenden’s Vogue Room 
has Sammy Watkins’ set, plus inti- 
mate revues every two weeks with 
no let-up. 


Liquor Raids 


Besides a general cleaning up cam- 
paign, which caused operators to 
| dress up their nudies, police are now 
, bearing down on cabarets’ curfew 
; and liquor ordinances as result of too 
many violctions. Auto deaths started 
it. In a surprise series of raids, cops 
and state liquor-control officials 
pinched owners of 33 cafes for sell- 
| ing likker on Sundays, with possible 
| loss of license as penalty. 

City councilmen are now drafting 
a new ordinance that would force 
all-night spots abusing their privi- 
leges to close doors as well as bars at 
about 3 a.m. Something else the law 
aims to stop is that of professional 
hostesses. Owners face a stiff fine if 
any femme entertainer or employe 
is found drinking at tables with 
customers, or getting commissions on 
drinks sold. 





Illinois Track’s Nitery 
Tieup to Hypo Biz 





| 
Chicago, June 1. 

Seiting aside of a Ted Lewis-Chez 
Paree day at Washington Park Sat- 
| urday (29) continues the new policy 
|of the oval to use vaudeville and 
nitery performers as a means of sell- 
ing the races. Started off with open- 
ing day being free to everybody in 
show business. 

With both Ted Lewis 
Paree girls in attendance, and in 
spotlight, the cafe figured it to aid 
business, so co-operated fully, in- 
cluding giving trophies and furnish- 
ing tallyhos for girls to drive around 
track. Trophy for the Ted Lewis 
race was a 400-pound cake in re- 
plica of the track. 

Edwin Burke is acting as mc 
for all special events at the track, 
and Max Halperin heads special 2x- 
ploitation work. 


and Chez 





new shows for B'’way in a/! 


Hall Orch for N. Y. Par 


George Hall's orchestra goes in!o 
the Paramount, N. Y., June 16. Con- 
tract includes an option for a second 
consecutive week. It’s Hall's first 
stand in this spot. 

Dolly Dawn and Peter Higgus 
will be on the same bill for the 
j vocal assignments, 
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RESORT SHOW 





Sylvester Z. Poli, Master Showman, 


AORSCHT CIRCUIT 





BIZ B00 


1756 Slander Suit Faces Philly Crusader, 





Dies of a Heart Attack at His Home 


+ 


Sylvester Z. Poli,~77, one of the 
outstanding vaudeville showmen in 
his generation, died at his home, 
Woodmont, Conn., of a heart attack 
following pneumonia. Last Friday 
he attended the wedding of an old 
friend, was chilled by the rain, and 
returned home to fall a victim to an 
attack of pneumonia, which pres- 
ently was. complicated by heart 
trouble. He had been inactive since 
the sale of his theatre properties to 
William Fox in 1928, though he was 
forced to operate the theatres 
foreclosure from Fox when the lat- 
ter’s business troubles prevented him 
from making payments on the mort- 
gage. Later he sold to the Loew in- 
terests after he had rehabilitated the 
chain. . He was reputed to have re- 
ceived $30,000,000 for the properties. 


Mr. Poli was born in Lucca, 
Italy, and was apprenticed as a lad 
to the Museum Craven, Paris. When 
a French group established the Eden 
Musee in New York, in 1881, Poli 
was brought over to make the faces 
of the groups and to remodel such 
as had outlived their vogue. He 
later went to the Egyptian Museum, 
Philadelphia, and from there he 
moved to Chicago. Here he ob- 
tained permission to mode! the seven 
men under sentence of death for 
complicity in the Haymarket bomb- 
throwing during an anarchist meet- 
ing: The case attracted nationwide 
attention, and, with this group as a 


nucleus, Poli set up a small exhibit | 


at Ontario Beach, near Rochester. 
With the arrival of cold weather he 
went to Troy, N. Y., where he opened 
a small theatre, which later burned 
down. 
Start 

Scouting around for a new loca- 

tion, he happened upon an upstairs 


hall in New Haven, used for fairs, | 


itinerant shows and similar ventures. 
He installed a waxwork show and a 
small theatre. 
nated the presently famous four-a- 
day policy. Other continuous houses 
played acts two or three times a day. 
Poli made his acts show four times. 
It was an uphill fight at first, but he 


won out and was able to get an extra | 
performance out of the lesser acts, | 


which permitted him to give a better 
show. 

Because of the small size of his 
auditorium he was forced to operate 


on, 


In the latter he origi- | 





At Least They Eat 





Minneapolis, June 1. 
Local 620 club, cafe and 
niterie, has issued membership 
cards to favored patrons in 

what it calls its ‘Carcas Club.’ 
Membership card admits the 
holder to the _ establishment 
after closing hours to permit 
him, or her, to partake without 
cost in the leavings on turkeys 


which the establishment has 
served during the day and eve- 
ning. 











DRIVE ON PHILLY 
SPOTS SERVING 
MINORS 


Philadelphia, June 1. 
Plenty action against swanky 
Main Line niteries charged with 
; doling out swizzle juice to kids was 





|indicated along several fronts here | 


last week. 


Rumpus began when the father of 
a high school boy complained to 
police Thursday (27) that he found 
| his son playing dice and drinking in 
one of the spots. It was fanned to 


blonde was found, shoeless, disshev- 

|eled and bleeding, yelling hysteri- 
cally in the middle of a road at 4 
a.m. A police surgeon pronounced 
| her drunk. 


The State Liquor Control Board 
has begun an investigation into pre- 
| vious charges of liquor sales to un- 
|der-ages. The father of. the youth 
‘found at the dice table said he had 
| given the board a list of places that 
do 80% of their biz with kids. The 
board declared immediate steps will 
be taken to revoke licenses. 


Spots along the Main Line are be- 
|ing doubly careful now as a result 
of the ruckus and getting themselves 
into plenty embarrassing positions. 


a blaze Saturday when a 17-year-old | 


on a small budget, and frequently | Afraid of serving to stoolies, waiters 


GETS INTO ACTION 


—_——— 





Mountain and Beach Spots 
| Hiring 20,000 Assorted 
Performers, Emcees and 
Entertainment Promoters 





BUDGETS VARY 


j 
! 
} 
| 
| 

The borscht circuit reopened over 
the Memorial Day weekend and 
m.c.’s, life-of-the-party. boys and 
girls, plus more vaude acts than ever 
before, totalling around 20,000 per- 
| formers, started on seasonal jobs at 
| 2,500 eastern mountain and beach 
| resorts. This year the business is 
| going a little classier than in pre- 
| vious summers, the smetina belt 
; shelling out with more coin than 
| usual for entertainment. 

Helping to inject class are some of 
the better established N.Y. agents 
and bookers, who are beginning to 
look upon the borscht time as a 
pretty lucrative source of income. 
Through them the resort owners are 
getting a better grade of talent, 
necessitating, of course, a greater ex- 
penditure of coin, with the inevitable 
elimination to a great extent of the 
| former amateur comedians which 
| so distinguished the Catskill and 
| Adirondack mountain resorts. 

Some of the offices now getting a 





| slice of the resort bookings are 
| William Morris, Music Corp. of 
| America and Fanchon & Marco. 


| F&M, for instance, last year pro- 


duced the shows at Grossinger’s, one 
| of the classier Catskill resorts at 
Ferndale, N. Y., on a budget of $20,- 
| 000. This year Harry Delmar has 
| taken over the job, but not at quite 
| so steep a figure for the entertain- 
ment. 

Average entertainment nut of 
most of the over-sized farmhouses 
and undersized hotels ranges be- 
tween $700 and $1,000 for the sum- 
mer. Many of them, however, aver- 
age nearer $5,000, and it’s these lat- 
ter spots that are attracting the 
agents and bookers as well as the 
vaude acts. Salaries aren't large, but 
a job at these spots means summer's 
board and lodging for the acts in 
what has always been a dull) theatre 
season. 





Salaries 





Friday found him without a head-| are going nuts trying to figure who’s 








Ozie 
Rangers, 


M.c.’s of some reputation command 
$50 weekly, plus their living quar- 
ters and food; singers, dancers, etc., 
get around $15 weekly, while mu- 
sicians command from $21 to $27 
weekly, the average band including 
four. Highest salaries are paid to 
, the social directors, who double as 
producers, directors, songwriters and 
dancing partners for wallflowers. 
They rate as high as $100 weekly. 

With the injection of class into the 
borscht belt's entertainment’ end, 
there has come also the elimination 
to some extent of the petty rackets 
practiced by the agents who domi- 





liner for the Monday opening, but | over 21 and who isn’t. 
he always contrived to book a good | 
name act, often on a disappointment. | 
Acts were willing to cut for Poli! RADIO ART’S COMMERSH 
— it was known that everyone | 
else took a cut. For the same rea- 
son the smaller turn would ‘do four’ STAGE SHOW IN WEST 
even while refusing to do three turns 
in the Keith houses. Acts bitterly Denver, June 1. 
complained of the small salaries, but | Captain Waters and his 
it meant a week’s work instead of (Cojorado long on station 
idleness. He booked through Wil- | KLz and various radio stations, 
liam Morris, who materially aided | pave gone stage and now appearing 
him in getting good bills. 'at several theatres in this territory. 
Later he went farther afield and| Group is appearing for Blue Barrel 
took over houses in Bridgeport,’ soap and the setup includes a re- 
Springfield, Waterbury and Worces- | quirement that children must have 
ter. With the coming of the motion Blue Barrel soap wrappers to see 
picture, he was quick to perceive its the show. 
Possibilities, and he built or leased’ Theatres dated include the 
houses in Baltimore, Washington and + Oriental, Egyptian, Gothic, Jewel, | 
many Pennsylvania towns. | Santa Fe, and Center, in Denver; 
He was one of the last holdouts| the Longmont, Longmont, Colo.; the | 
against the Keith booking office. He’ America, Fort Collins, Colo.; the | 
felt that such an affiliation would Sterling, Sterling, Colo.; and the | 
greatly increase the cost of acts to’ Lincoln, Cheyenne, Wyo. | 
him. On one occasion he was talked | m 
ag seg and as soon as he had 
e e office Phil Nash proudly dis- ° 
Played to the actors in the waiting Philly Gets Showboat 
room Poli’s membership check. ae 
Poli went to lunch in the old Philadelphiz 
hind phia, June 1. 
9 House, sitting by an pn Wilson line here has converted 
ndow, talking over the move with | ¢ its Delaware river plodders | 
William Morris. An actor looked in|" © 'S Ve P “ 


the |into a showboat. Boat leaves Philly 
catty date pel ag + gee gelnany PM night except Monday at 5:30 | 
the Keith office to know he would | 2nd returns about three hours later, | 
work for so little. ‘But I’m not with | after putting down to Chester. 
the Keith office,’ protested Poli, and) Entertainment includes 40 minutes 
the actor stormed back to the bdéok- | of vaude, two pictures, dancing, deck 


ing office in the St. James building | games, a bar and _ slot machines. | 
to tell Nash, who could only wave} Harry Taylor's orch provides dance | 
the check again. A couple of days | music. Show features Katherine 


later the check came back stamped) Wolff's Six Continental Girls; Les | 
Payment Stopped’ and it was some Hall, juggler; Joe Rankin, xylophon- 
(Continued on page 62) ist, and Kelo Brothers. 


| acts 


nated this field for so long. The 
‘audition’ gag, for one thing, has 


been dropped to a great extent. This 
entails bringing performers to the 
various spots which have weekend 
shows only for supposedly seasonal 
jobs; talent works the Saturdays and 
Sundays gratis and then told they 
don't fit. Kickbacks from performers 
and musicians to the summer resort 
bookers were also common, but now 


| reported infrequent. 


Elimination of the chiseling was 
only natural when the better type of 
started playing the mountain 
time. Some of the standard acts set 
for resort spots this summer include 
Benay Venuta, Al Shayne, Beatrice 
Kay, Trixie Wells’ Girl Band, Sylvia 
Froos, Block and Sully, Charles 
Carlile, Baby Rose Marie, Ann 
Lester, Radio Ramblers, Deauville 
Boys, White and Manning, Jack 
Guilford, Reis and Dunn, Irene 
Beasley. 





MONTREAL ROOF OPENING 


Mount Royal hotel, Montreal, 
opens new roof June 15 with Lloyd 
Huntley band. 

Show not set as yet. 





Who Got Idea Spying on Dressing Room 





Teasing in Reverse 


Balboa, C. Z., June 1. 
The Panama _honky-tonks 
have a reverse strip-tease idea. 
It’s a strip-dress routine, the 
girls starting from scratch, then 
reversing the Minsky motif by 
adding clothes. 


The m.c.’s at the niteries here 
make capital of the publicity 
anent the burly padlockings by 
stating the new trend now is 
for the fanner or stripper to 
come onto the floor with a 
minimum of coverage, and then 
coverup as the routines prog- 
ress, 











MICH. MAY BAN 
ITS SUDS 
GARDENS 


Detroit, June 1. 

Elimination of beer gardens and re- 
turn to the old-time saloon is pro- 
vided in the first drastic revision of 
state liquor-control laws since re- 
peal, which awaits approval of the 
state senate following 70-to-20 okay 
by the house last week. 


With elimination of thousands of 
present-day taverns, many of which 
use bands and floorshows, the sale 
of liquor to minors would be banned, 
thus disqualifying about 250,000 pat- 
rons between 18 and 21 who now 
pour cash into nocturne coffers. 


While the loss in beer gardens 
would be made up by a like number 
of hard liquor spots, it’s figured ex- 
cess charges and couverts, necessi- 
tated by higher licenses, etc., will 
drive thousands of present payees to 
home consumption, thereby not only 
cutting nitery grosses considerably, 
but likewise making a wide swath in 
entertainment end. 

Similar gross slump is expected to 
result from the proposed revision 
permitting stand-up drinking at bars 
in place of the present required 
chairs, Latter have been a boon to 
femme sippers and it’s thought their 
elimination will mean a dropping 
off in femme patronage, who won't 
stand and no likee tables. 

Bill provides, however, for more 
spots in Detroit and suburbs, which 
should mean more to the talent side 
than to operators’ pocketbooks. Also 
planned to extend Saturday night 
curfew from 12 midnight to 2 a. m., 
Sunday, thereby giving spots two 
more hours of grace on week's big- 
gest night. 


FRANK TINNEY IN N. Y. 


Philadelphia, June 1. 

A one-man-and-a-blonde crusade 
against lewd entertainment and vio- 
lations of the State Liquor Control 
act in Philly niteries, ended last 
week with two constables and a 
deputy sheriff seeking the crusader, 
The sheriff is seeking him to serve 
a capias in a $75,000 slander suit 
brought by the licensee of Benny 
the Bum’s. The constables are hunt- 
ing him to serve warrants for failing 
to appear on a perjury charge. 

The one-man crusader is Robert 
Gray Taylor, one-time candidate for 
the senate, who does his investigat- 
ing on lime juice and ginger ale. 
His blonde co-crusader, Barbara 
Borey, 23, does her’s on champagne. 
Object of the clean-up was Benny's 
and Boo Boo Hoff's 1214 Club. Li- 
censees of both spots were arrested 
and later discharged by a magistrate 
because Taylor couldn't produce atiy 
evidence against them. | 

In testifying against the niteries, 
Taylor said he got the idea for his 
crusade because he could look from 
his hotel reom into'a dressing room 
for show gals at 1214. He admitted 
he didn’t pull down his blind and 
go to sleep. 

Instead Taylor—who has a wife 
and three kids—got Miss Borey and 
went to Benny’s, He said a colored 
gal shook her legs at him and sang 
an immoral song. He said he or- 
dered lime juice and ginger ale for 
himself and champagne for Miss 
Borey. She also characterized the 
entertainment as lewd, but refused 
to give an exhibition of the type 
of dancing. 

Magistrate Henry then said that 
since he had issued the warrants for 
Morris Winokur, licensee for Benny, 
and Jimmy Blake, licensee for 1214, 
he had made a personal investiga- 
tion and found everything okay. He 
released both men. At that point a 
constable handed Taylor a summons 
on a warrant sworn to by Winokur, 
charging him with perjury. Taylor 
failed to appear for a hearing and 
another warrant was issued. In the 
meantime, Winokur started’ the 
$75,000 slander action. 


RECEIVER NAMED FOR 
LONDON’S VIC PALACE 


London, June 1. . 

Victoria Palace, straight vaude 
house operated by Kurt Robitschek’s 
$50,000 corporation, Vaudeville Plays, 
Ltd., is winding up with an official 
receiver in charge of assets valued 
at $30,000. 

Show current in the house, ‘Won- 
derful World,’ with several Ameri- 
can and English names, is being 
negotiated for transfer to the Lon- 
don Palace next week. Troupe is 
prepared to accept a percentage of 
the intake at the Palace, conditional 








on Robitschek remaining at the 
helm. 
Victoria Palace will continue its 


policy of playing straight vaude, un- 
der Torvic, Ltd., lessees of the house. 
Under the new set-up Robitschek 





PLANNING COMEBACK 


Frank Tinney, who was under 
treatment in Philadelphia for seats, | 
has been in New York for several 
months, again planning a comeback. | 
Understood that Bill Hardy, of the | 
‘Gay Nineties,’ is considering giving 
Tinney a try-out. 

Joseph E. Howard, who was away 
from the night spot, has returned, 
Another old-timer, Eddie Leonard, 
is also appearing there. 


| 


Brighton Beach Policy 


Brighton theatre, 
N.Y., last year operated on a stock | 
legit policy by Jack Linder, this | 
year is playing vaude-presentations. | 
First show went in last week. 

Bankrolling the vaude policy is 


Brighton Beach, 


Sam Risman, with Kenneth .Rogers | Thomas, proprietor. 


doing the producing. 
Shows change weekly. 


will remain in charge on a straight 
salary arrangement, 





Det. Nitery May Be Shut 


Because of Strip-Dancer 
Detroit, June 1. 

Hearing before the state liquor 

control commish is set for Thursday 
(3) on revocation of license of the 
'Corktown Tavern, which is charged 
| with permitting indecent dancing in 
floor shows. Action is outgrowth of 
‘recent arrest of Chang Lee, strip- 
per, for alleged nude hoofing in 
| nitery May 1. She was convicted, 
|'paid $100 fine and ordered to leave 
| town. 

Recommendation that spot’s license 
be revoked was made late last week 
by Edward W. McFarland, chairman 
of state commish, following a hear- 
ing of charges against Richard S, 
Latter’s attore 
ney requested and got hearing before 
the full commish. 
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MUSIC WALL, N. Y. 


It's possible that some of the out- 
of-towners in for the holiday week- 
end wondered a bit about the 
current stage show at Rockefel- 
ler’s showplace. Unaccustomed as 
they probably are to the frequent 
ponderous efforts to achieve class at 
the Radio City Music Hall, it must 
have appeared to the visiting fire- 
men that the house, among other 
things, was offering a cure for in- 
somnia. 


Up until the finale and the only 
appearance of the Rockettes in the 
show, this Russell Markert produc- 
tion ranks as the dullest Music Hall 
affair in months. It is a succession 
of slow, quiet episodes, highlighted 
only by the colorful stage settings 
and backdrops provided by Nat Kar- 
son. In one of its dull moments, the 
show also tries to get spicy with the 
male glee club, adorned as_ white 
wings, singing a takeoff on ‘I Love a 
Parade.’ If there are any laughs in 
the lyrics, the audience at the 
Thursday night catching apparently 
didn’t hear them. And if there’s any 
subtlety in the glee club, something 
one would think is necessary in 
handling such a special at this the- 
atre, then it must’ve been under 
wraps. 

Show opens with an operatic solo 
from ‘Barber of Seville’ by Robert 
Weede, baritone, who holds the im- 
mense stage all by himself and, 
despite excellent vocalizing, looks 
very much lost. Then the street- 
cleaning episode, which is certainly 
piling on plenty of tonsiling, with a 
haunted house sequence, entailing 
the ballet, Philip Frank and George 
Church, immediately following. In 
the latter the show reaches its 
zenith in class, but it’s dark and 
dreary entertainment. Probably 
won't be very many kiddies in the 
M. H. audiences this week, but the 
few who get there aren’t going to 
like the spookiness very much. 

Only outside act in this week’s 
show is the team of Park and Clif- 
ford. One of the top hand-balancing 
turns around, this male pair, how- 
ever, is handicapped here following 
so much dullness. They are a slow, 
graceful duo themselves and would 
stand out more with zing behind 
them. However, they score admir- 
ably. 

Show’s finale is based on the song, 
*‘Wake Up and Live,’ with Robert 
Landrum delivering the vocals and 
the Rockettes hoofing on graduated 
platforms. As is frequently the case, 
they provide the only real sock in 
the show. 

Pic is ‘This is My Affair’ (20th) 
and biz Thursday night was fair. 

Scho. 


EARLE, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, May 28. 

Feverish mercury took strong toll 
at Earle today despite vaudefilm 
combo hypoed well beyond par with 
strong marquee names. Stageshow 
brings Benny Meroff crew, aided by 
Anna May Wong, while film is 
“Pick a Star’ (Metro). 

Meroff, not particularly well- 
known or popular in Philly, but 
with adroit press-agentry of new 
type music he claims ‘to be tossing 
off, got considerable advance notice 
and makes a highly creditable show- 
ing. 

On other hand, Miss Wong, thrown 
into bill to add ‘glamour,’ is popular 
with film-goers, but as a p.a. act 
hasn’t what it takes. 

The Chinese star may be okay 
when carefully directed but hasn’t 
the showmanship so necessary to a 
trouper on vaude boards. In addi- 
tion to that, despite a pleasantly 
slinky appearance, she has a harsh, 
metallic voice. 

Act actually consists of curtain 
biographical speech, chirping of a 
Chinese folk song, dramatic recita- 
tion about a half-caste girl and a 
syrupy bit about the good old Amer- 
ican gal. 

Meroff crew is extra-long on com- 
edy. In fact, humor follows so thick 
and fast that the quantity of music 
suffers. Aud could well stand more 
of stuff Meroff introes as ‘Jibe Mu- 
sic,’ and which he is hoping will re- 
place swing. That it will seems un- 
likely because melody is too much 
submerged. The stuff is sort of dis- 
cordant harmony with a woodpecker 
rhythm. It is obtained by ‘jibing 
one instrument or group of instru- 
ments against another. There is also 
use of two bull fiddles in some num- 
bers to accentuate bass beat. 

Three numbers are played in the 
new formula. Best is the velvet- 
opener, piece specially written for 
jibe. Others are ‘Tiger Rag’ and 
“Somebody Loves My Gal.’ Sal Fra- 
zella, clarinet tooter, who looks 
much like Goodman, does some 
great work in these. . 

Most of time, band is clowning 
under leadership of laugh-grabbing 
Meroff. Batoneer works hard him- 
self, doing specialties on numerous 
instruments and then intro’ing old 
time vaude bill in which he enacts 
al) roles. He does juggling acts with 
balls and high hat and sketches. In- 
asmuch as he isn’t tops in any of 
these pursuits, this bit slows up show 
and could well be eliminated. One 
of strongest band novelty stunts seen 
here in long time, however, is finale. 

In this, band imitates various 
newsreels and newsreel commenta- 
tors.. It finishes off with Meroff do- 
ing an imitation of Sonja Henie 

skating. House and stage are dark 


with Meroff in a spot that flashes on 
and off fast, like motion picture 
frames; the old _ lobster scope. 
Trick use of the light makes it look 
like real ice skating. 

Two principal funnyboners in band 
itself are Jackie Marshall, who, in 
addition to other things, works hard 
at making faces, and Larry Powell, 
who capitalizes on his Yiddish face. 

Chirpers are Miss Sonia (Meroff’s 
sister) and Florence Gast. Both are 


blondes. Former starts off slow, but 
ends with strong arrangement of 
‘Let’s Call the Whole Thing off.’ 


Miss Gast does more clowning with 
Meroff than singing, but is ex- 
ceptionally comely. 

Stage not so nicely set this week 
as during some recent engagements. 
Band seems too much strung out 
across the boards. Herb. 


CHICAGO, CHI 


Chicago, May 29. 

Maybe the old plea of ‘booking 
difficulties’ can explain the com- 
pletely unsuitable presence of Gene 
Autry, cowboy yodeler, on_ this 
bill .with a picture as metropolitan 
as ‘I Met Him in Paris’ (Par). But 
‘booking difficulties’ certainly don’t 
figure as an excuse for the presence 


of two other singing turns with 
Autry. And it doesn’t apologize for 
one of poorest stage setups this 


house has seen in a long time. 
Autry is completely out of place 
here. The audience starts walking 
on him as soon as he makes his ap- 
pearance in chaps and on a horse. 
They most likely had never even 
heard of him before. His westerns 
are primarily small-town diet. The 
hill-billy nasal twanging is all right 
enough; it sounds like all other hill- 
billy yodeling. Autry has a comedy 
stooge who has dug up all the oid 
crow laughs from way back, and this 
audience was murmuring the punch 
lines before the act got around to it. 
As if Autry isn’t doing enough 
singing, the bill has a fernme vocal- 
ist in the form of Marjorie Gris- 
worth, who evidently doesnt know 
just what she wants to do. Does two 
numbers, both bad. First is a long 
winded special material bit about 
not wanting to sing high-class songs, 
Finishes with a semi-classic num- 
ber, but Miss Grisworth evidently 
wasn’t in particularly good voice 
when caught. 
More singing from the Radio Ram- 
blers, a trio that wanders around the 
stage with a flock of wandering ma- 
terial. The boys don’t know what 
kind of act they want to do; first 
they’re impersonators, and not good 
ones. Then they’re comedians, and 
not good ones, either. 
At the beginning there is Tommy 
Trent, who does well with his Punch 
and Judy novelty, though he doesn’t 
get the amount of laughter this par- 
ticular routine is capable of getting. 
His big item is his encore bit—a col- 
ored marionette truckin’. It’s a neat 
little novelty bit that catches the 
fancy, backed up with a song accom- 
paniment that does much to put it 
over. 
House this week. as always, must 
thank the line for genuine entertain- 
mert. When all else fails, there’s 
alwys the line to deliver its portion 
of real performance. However, that 
opening ‘drop should be taken back 
to the storehouse and kept there. It 
remains the ugliest hanging piece in 
the entire Balaban & Katz list of 
scenery. 

Business wasn‘t good at the last 
show, Friday. Gold 


LOEW’S, MONTREAL 


Montreal, May 30. 

The near-miracle of making a pint- 
size vaude show look like a 10-act 
revue is one of Harry Anger’s bag 
of tricks that gets hands and encores 
which clock the current entertain- 
ment at this house to the regular 50 
minutes in a well-diversified bill. 

There are only four acts, but these 
are nicely spaced with a 16-girl line 
of lookers and steppers that earns 
nearly as much applause as the 
headliners. Eddie Sanborn and his 
musicians provide what amounts to 
an extra turn with spotlighted in- 
strumentalists and soloists, besides 
giving the standard support through- 
out the show. 

The girls group front stage tap- 
ping and stamping and get a hand 
before they have finished opening 
the show, introing Camilla’s birds, 
cockatooes, who walk around on a 
circular runway backstage, working 
out stunts on trapezes and revolving 
globe. Crowd likes it, with good ap- 
plause. 

Marcy Bros. and Beatrice, tum- 
blers, contortionists and dancers give 
aud what it wants in this class of 
act. 

Line puts on Hindu dance against 
electric-lighted Buddha, who bursts 
into sparks at the finish. This, too, 
earns a good hand, and brings in 
Paul Regan, impersonator, who imi- 
tates Joe E. Brown, Edward G. Rob- 
inson, Ned Sparks, Winchell, and 
closes with Lionel Barrymore in 
speech to jury scene. Regan does 
his turn without make-up, and has 
to beg off. A 

Line on again for ciose as bathing 
beauties introing the Liazeed Troupe 
of 10, who do a variety of pyramids 
and end with human der, up 
which one of the femmes climbs to 
almost disappear in the flies. 

‘I Promise to Pay’ (Col) and 
‘You're in the Army Now’ (Emp) on 
the screen. Lane. 





EMPIRE, PARIS 


Paris, May 24. 

Presentations in this house are on 
the downgrade with this bill not 
coming up to the level of those 
which have preceded it. Scarcity of 
name acts is strikingly noticeable 
and can only lead to the conclusion 
that this house will continue to drop 


coin. 
At the show caught the whole first 


plause. Toppers of bill are Rene 
Lefevre and Raymond Cordy, both 
in films here, who star in a one-act 
play. ; 
Openers are the Trio Norwich. 
Usual routine of the.porters and the 
limber black-face in a trunk. Noth- 
ing out of the ordinary, but what 
there is well done to pull o.k. for 
this spot. 
Ventriloquist 
his dog Moxie follow. Dog is well 
trained to make motions of talking, 
but the line of patter can be im- 
proved. Dog's motions helps them 
into a fair hand though. ; 
Jean Grainer made his name in 
radio here. Lack of stage experience 
is obvious (he still squints at the 
lights), but his songs and recitations 
garner enough to put him across in 
this show. 


half went by without genuine ap- | 


with some good tapping, etc. _Acro 
hoofing by Miss Bellitt at end is her 
best effort a could be used more 
advantageously. 

Line, evhich again has benefit of 
good costuming, gets through three 
routines with lot of nifty timing, 
etc. First offering is a ‘Christopher 
Columbus’ hotcha bit, with girls clad 
in abbreviated sailor costumes. Fol- 
lows a ballet number to ‘Serenade in 
the Night,’ best of the lot and abet- 
ted by gorgeous flowing red and 
white gowns. Final effort is an 
‘Egyptian’ number with each girl 
toting a reflector, Settings nifty for 
| turns. 

Overture, under baton of Sam Jack 
| Kaufman, who doubles as_m.c., 1S 
| titled ‘Spirit of Deccration Day and 
| contains medley of patriotic tunes. 

Frank Connors, pit tenor, whose pop- 
lularity continues unabated after 
|about four years on the job, con- 
| tributes a couple of war ballads, 
| plus a chorus during line’s ‘Serenade 

t 





} 


bit. 
Charles Prelle and} Downstairs well filled at early eve- 


show caught Friday evening 
Film is ‘This Is My Affair’ 
Pete. 


TOWER, K. C. 


Kansas City, May 28. 
Stage section comes in two parts 
current week. First three acts pre- 


ning 
(28). 
(20th). 





spot. The songs of this blonde singer 
are completely French and are pre- 
sented in a manner that warms 
things up somewhat. She knows 
what showmanship is, but only uses 
it in spots. 

Okito’s magic garners the best 
hand in the first half. His string 
of Oriental mystics are nothing out 
of the ordinary, but they were pre- 
sented smoothly. Fishing live gold- 
fish out of the air and the usual es- 
cape from a tie-up are the best- 
liked stunts. 

The orchestra, now under the di- 
rection of Fred Mele, is given the 
usual play at the beginning of the 
second division with a clarinet and 
a trombone being spotted. Jeay, Jac 
and Jo bring about the first solid ap- 
plause. The three French singers 
have a good sense of comedy and 
put their stuff over in a way the 
localites like. A good imitation of 
Hitler at the wind-up, with plenty of 
goose stepping, clicks. 

The cast of the playlet includes 
Rene Lefevre, Raymond Cordy, Max- 
udian, Simone Cerdan, Henri March- 
and, Robert Moor and Guy Rapp. 
Scene is laid in an insane asylum 


where Marchand and his fiancee, 
Mile. Cerdan, are both held. 
Action revolves around the at- 


tempts of Lefevre and Raymond 
Cordy to bring the two lovers to- 
gether from their opposite parts of 
the institution. Although not too 
much can be said for this type of 
comedy the lines draw laughs and 
the skit is acted well enough to put 
it over. 

The juggling of Bobby May is tops. 
His odd, but smooth, stage person- 
ality mixed with spectacular work 
with dumbbells and tennis balls 
makes this act stand in a place by 
itself, although his French is not as 
peer as that of other American art- 
ists. 

The Six Marvels, two women, four 
men acrobatic dancers, wind up the 
show with a lot of walking. The 
four burly gents exhibit their manly 
torsos to no end and in between 
times they toss the girls around. If 
speeded up 50% the act would be im- 
proved by just that much. The 
stunts they pull are o.k., but repeti- 
tion and slowness slices applause in 
half. Hugo. 


FOX, DETROIT 


Detroit, May 28. 

Another corking performance by 
Gae Foster girls, added a week ago 
as @ permanent house line for the 
duration of summer, puts current 
show above the so-so category. Oth- 
erwise an entertaining 40 minutes, 
with no names and heavy on the mu- 
sical side. 


Besides the 16-girl Ine, built up 
nicely and accorded top billing, card 
includes Cappy Barra Swing Har- 
monicas, NBC novelty; Six Varsity 
Coeds, femme warblers; Davis and 
Motter, muscular artists, and Marym 
Bellitt and English Bros., comedians. 


Cappy Barra males, who’ve scored 
here before, keep up the good work 
currently and have to beg off. Spot- 
ted next-to-closing, seven harmonica 
players’ appearance is a strong asset, 
as are their arrangements of ‘Flight 
of the Bumble Bee.’ ‘Tiger Rag’ and 
‘Serenade in the Night.’ Leon Lafell, 
who provides vocalizing, gets over 
easily. 

Nifty harmonizing is Varsity 
Coeds’ forte, combined with plenty 
of s.a. On twice, to open show with 
assortment of numbers and back 
later with line for rendition of ‘Ser- 
enade in the Night.’ Smoothness of 
act jeopardized by leader’s insistence 
on catching all the spotlight. Work 
is not worthy of it. 

Closing cog is filled by Davis and 
Motter, two guys with a lot on the 
ball. Perform acro feats before re- 
flector number by line, and stuff hits 
the spot. Miss Bellitt and the two 
English brothers, working in deuce, 
do oke with some knockabout com- 
edy. Femme, short and heavy, looks 








funny enough, but boys carry load 


The absence of American George | : 
Prentice puts Rose Amy in the next | @ hodge-podge minstrel built around 


sented in straight vaude followed by 


Frank Mack and Harry Van Fossen. 
Last half is better forgotten with ex- 
ception of a bangup job by Lester 
Harding who pipes ‘Glory Road.’ 

Pic is ‘Good as Married’ (U). Biz 
is fair. 

Beverly and Billy Bemis walk off 
with all honors with their smooth 
tap routines in the first section. 


Youngsters have plenty of class, 
work easily and sell solidly. They 
smack out three routines, each 


dressed with humor. 

Serge Flash balances a rubber ball 
and catches it on a stick clamped by 
his cuspids when heaved from the 
audience. Act needs bolstering by 
a couple of other tricks, the ball 
stuff doesn’t hold for the eleven 
minutes he’s on. 

House has gotten into a steady run 
of impersonators. They’re all doing 
the same stock characters (most of 
"em deserve a long, long rest). How- 
ever, Johnny Woods pulls his mono- 
logue turn out of the fire with a 
clever go at President Roosevelt. 

Tagged the ‘Modern Minstrels of 
1937’ the second half of the bill gets 
going with Frank Mack and Harry 
Van Fossen as end men and Har- 
lan Christie as interlocutor. Band 
is in the pit this week and minstrel 
company occupies stage bandstand 
and looks more like a glee club than 
a minstrel set-up. Maybe that’s 
where the ‘Modern’ creeped into the 
billing. It does turn out to be a 
fair glee club at that with 19 male 
voices and the girl line (12) getting 
in a note now and then. Gags are 
poor. As mentioned, Lester Hard- 
ing’s pipes are the lone credit entry. 
This is Harding’s 28th and final week 
here, Hoyt. 


PALACE, CHI 


Chicago, May 28. 

New bill finally got in here after 
four weeks, and it’s a good one. 
Holdover for fifth week is Red Skel- 
ton, who’ll never be able to say that 
he hasn’t had a chance. They’re 
giving it to him at the Palace—al- 
lowing him to take over the running 
of the whole bill. Is doing a good 
job, introducing acts, working bits 
and blackouts with a girl stooge, and 
seemingly framing whatever he 
wants, wherever he wants. Skelton 
does the how-they-do-it comedy with 
a light, breezy style all his own, and 
is sock. 

Bill Robinson is the headliner, and 
one whose name just can’t be put in 
big enough lights. Feet clicking out 
a symphony accompanied by weird 
string arrangements; telling sure- 
fire gags without using a micro- 
phone, and finishing with a reminis- 
cence of his 35 years playing for 
Frank Smith, with Danny Russo in 
the pit, that’s both sincere and great 
showmanship, Bill Robinson proves 
again that he’s an ace performer. 

Opening the bill are Mann, Dupree 
and Lee, two-man and woman dance 
trio, carrying own pianist. One 
man and woman team to do exhibi- 
tion and tap routines, specializing in 
high kicks, and other man works sin- 
gle. All are better than good, and 
single’s loose-joints routine with 
snake arms is a pip. Done in full 
dress, femme making three changes 
during the turn. 

From radio comes Lynn Martin 
and the Merrymacs, who have every- 
thing it takes including talent, youth 
and appearance, but nobody’s ever 
told them that present-day vaude- 
ville is to get in and hit hard but 
quick. Consequently, they’re singing 
a slow bunch of numbers that would 
be great if they were playing an old 
Chautauqua circuit. Applause is on 
radio rep, 

Closing bill are the Seven Dan- 
wills, Arabian acrobatic and spring- 
board turn, with six men and one 
woman. Fast, short, and good rou- 
tining, specialties being four high 
from springboard, and three from 
floor leaps. 

Picture is ‘Hit Parade’ (Rep.), and 
last show on opening day was main 
floor and mezzanine capacity, and 
enthusiastic. Loop. 
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STATE, N. Y. 


Louis Sobel and Ed Sullivan are 
Broadway columnists who are 
slotted into tiie Loew house twice 
per year, probably welcomed by each 
as a b.r. repienisher, This time it is 
Sobol’s turn. His contribution runs 
along the familiar although satis. 
factory formula, t the stage sec. 
tion of the show this w: need not 
be particularly strong, whe with the 
hit film, ‘A Star Is Born A) 


Being an habitue of th clubs 
which have absorbed mi * re. 
mains of vaudeville, it »: hat 
source that the column are 
most of the talent that “Ss up 
their acts. Again the pit band is 


spotted on the stage for the 55-min- 
ute stage show interlude. 

Chicago’s Joe Lewis is Sobol’s com. 
edy ‘elief, doubling from the Frolics, 
hot spot. First couple of days a 
trailer was parked outside the stage 
entrance, it being a Lewis stunt, but 
he sent it away over the holiday. 
Entertainer is on for a moment now 
and then, but isn’t trying, because 
Sobol is no actor, no matter what he 
thinks. 

It is at the close that Lewis scores, 
first with a parody on ‘She Shall 
Have Music’ and a kidding number 
based on his namesake, Ted Lewis’ 
‘Just Around the Corner,’ plus the 
gag that the fellow with the battered 
top hat gets $6,000 weekly for. Lewis’ 
bell ringer, however, is the comic 
lyric, ‘Sam, You Made the Pants Too 
Long.’ It’s a smile-bringing lament 
from a fellow having a suit with 
eight pair of pants. 

Sybil Bowan with character im- 
pressions furnishes additional com- 
edy. Her routine of three numbers 
starts with a dash of Beatrice Lillie 
delivering a torch number. A Gloria 
Swanson touch is in between, with 
an idea of Mrs. Roosevelt addressing 
a girl scout meeting topping. Harry 
King and the Sinclair Twins are the 
first act introed by the columnist. 
Tfio’s dancing is effective, with 
King having the major assignment. 

Boy Foy provides the change of 
pace with crack juggling stunts 
while up on unicycles, high and low. 
Lad astonished night club crowds, 
where he looked more effective than 
on the stage. Jackie Heller has 
three song numbers before the mike. 
He is a popular half-pint, doing 
especially well with ‘Little Old 
Lady,’ no show credit being given, 
and ending with the lively ‘How 
Could You?’ Melissa Mason, long- 
legged eccentric dancer who was in 
‘White Horse Inn,’ completes the 
Sobol assortment. Ibee. 


ROXY, N. Y. 


Stage show this week is a spotty 
45-minute period, sans names to 
draw ’em in, and providing uneven 
entertainment of a hit or miss sort. 


Topping the billing are Buster West, 
knockabout comic dancer, recently in 
‘White Horse Inn,’ and his wife, Lu- 
cille Paige, acro-contortionist terper, 
who work hard throughout. 


At the start, Miss Paige, in slinky 
red and silver, does an oriental dance 
on a raised platform, with the 24 
Gae Foster Girls, in black with 
death-head masks in their hands, as- 
sisting in some weird formations un- 
der green lights. 

Miaco, a magician in top hat and 

tails, follows on the apron with a 
series of sleight-of-hand tricks with 
cards, handkerchiefs, white rabbits 
and colored balls. He ends up his 
brief turn with the lighted cigarette 
routine a la Cardini, with the in- 
evitable eigar and pipe for the finish. 
Miaco, despite his lack of originality, 
is a smooth worker. 
_ Curtains part at this point reveal- 
ing a nautical set onto which march 
the Foster girls, in white sailor at- 
tire, to do a fairly effective drill 
with white and red signal flags, cli- 
maxing with a flag-waving specialty 
by Franz Hug, who handles two 
large flags with dexterity. This bit 
is rather meaningless, however. 

Buster West follows on the apron 
with 10 minutes or more of clown- 
ing that garners laughs, even though 
most of it is old stuff. Attired as a 
gob, with Miss Paige and an unpro- 
grammed male assistant as stooges, 
West goes to town with his familiar 
bag of tricks. His brand of comedy 
dancing and mugging gets returns, 
and a funny bit is the exploding 
mike atop the piano. Miss Paige 
contributes an intricate contortion- 
istic dance, clad in blue sequins and 
a yellow hat, and the turn ends on 
a Spanish comedy song by West and 
the girl, with the duo dance trim- 
mings. 

Rufe Davis is next with his guitar 
and an amusing series of sound imi- 
tations, the same he presented at the 
N. Y. Paramount not long ago. In 
hick costume, he runs the gamut of 
musical instruments, train whistles. 
cat and dog fights to Donald Duck. 
He took two encores when caught. 

Finale of the bill is a farmyard 
setting introduced by the Foster 
girls, in green satin costumes with 
broad brimmed hats, going into 4 
number of poorly arranged precision 
routines ranging from time steps to 
a bit of waltz clogging. Miss Paige 
is back, in a Sis Hopkins getup, to 
warble ‘Hill Billy Willie from Philly. 
soon to be joined by West for a lively 
comedy dance bit, which leads into 
the finale, with the girls and Rufe 
Davis on for a bow. 

Film feature is ‘Wings Over Hono- 
lulu’ (U). Biz off when caught at 


the Friday (28) first show. Rowl. 
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VARIETY HOUSE REVIEWS 











Wednesday, June 2, 1937 


—_— 


Embassy Newsreel, N. Y. 


ith 11 and Fox with 12 
week’s cur- 





———— 


Universal w 
creel items from the 
releases lead the reportorial 
es in the selections which com- 
ori a varied, and interesting 50 
minutes at the Embassy. Program, 
~. addition to camera recordings of 


new 
rent 
servic 


ce 


n ¢é 


events, also contains the latest 
‘March of Time’ release which brings 
the show to the full hour. Clips 
from the other three major com- 
panies number Paramount, nine; 


Pathe, five, and Metrotone, four. 


For the first time in weeks the 


Coronation js conspicuous by omis- | 


British governmental 
happening which is recorded is an 
editorialized comment — (Pathe) 
Premier Baldwins resignation and 


sicn. Only 


a brief interview with his successor, | 


Neville Chamberlain, who draws a 
comparison between the English 


palanced budget and the new deal 
deficit. Royalty gets its hearing on 


the screen, however, in a brief story | 


interest around the 25th 
anniversary of ascension of Den- 
mark’s King (Fox). They take these 
things in stride, apparently in Den- 
mark, as not much fuss was made 
over the event. A repeat shot from 
former releases snows the ruler in 
an early morning horseback ride 
through the c:!v. 

Professional sports of all 
dominate the program. both Para- 
mount and Universal providing the 
views and comments about the 
three-cornered heavyweight cham- 
pionship scramble, with Fox supply- 


of human 


ing views of Donald Budge at tennis | 
training for the Davis Cup matches, | 


when 
by a 


tragedy 
downed 


and basebai!’s near 
Mickey Cochrane is 
pitched ball. 

Other sport events are War Em- 
blem’s turf victory, described 
Clem McCarthy (Pathe); 
and handling of yearlings 
and some very beautiful 
photography of the preliminary spins 
of the international cup races (Me- 
tro), with some intimate views of 
Commodore Vanderbilt operating his 
$500,000 toy. 

Universal's views and interviews 
of the trial flights in the New York- 
Bermuda overseas plane service, and 
ihe same company’s story build up 
of the Russian flyers at the north 
pole are unusually good. There are 
dignity and beauty in the dozen 
episodes (also U.) which make: up 
the story of the passing of John D. 
Rockefeller. Whoever handled 
camera press and gave the newsreels 
entry to Pocantico Hills should be 
pleased with the intelligent and 
tasieful editing of the event. 

The doings of Kings, the thrills of 
planes, the scenic beauties of the 
north woods and far away places, 
are meekly viewed by Embassy 
audiences. The crash of the Hinden- 
burg does not awaken interest as 
the display of a single sit-down 
strike view, a flash of a WPA ban- 
ner, or a congressman pfeading for 
lower taxes and business as usual. 
Embassy habitues like their political 
economy and the hotter it is dished, 
the better they like it. That's why 
the scenes of a family being moved 
by the government from the dust 
bowl region in Colorado to more 
fertile land. across the mountains 
(Para) gets a round of applause. 
There are cheering and encouraging 
comments from the left section. of 
the auditorium when sit down strik- 
ing miners (Par) tell why they are 
£o0ing to fight it out on their backs 
if it takes all summer. The mine 
operator who promises that food will 
© provided and all protective meas: 
ures for the men’s safety will con- 
tinue during the sirike is received 
With jeers. Flin. 





CAPITOL, WASH. 


’ Washington, May 30. 

Five Straight acts make a varied 
and not-too-long bill this week. No 
attempt to mix ‘em up, 


— Practice to attain revue ef- 
ect, except using Phil Regan to 
vocalize with Mr. and Mrs. Jesse 


Crawford's encore at finish. 
Phil Lampkin, regular pit maestro, 
away for a week, but concert 
Master Max Zinder does 
With ‘Long Live the 
some medley including ‘My Mary- 
a - ’ ‘Romance,’ introduced 
fepeete” i ication excitement and 
eddies a tie-in with Windsor’s 
o &. Local soprano, Helen Rob- 
icheaux oke jin Straight warble of 
omance.’ 
tronmpkin’s absence also throws in- 
cuction of acts to Lew Davie 
Buitarist-vocalist. Results in 
ioe over p.a. anonymously and 
oe e Lampkin’‘s personal touch, 
u perfectly adequate. 
Five Tip Top Girls start footlight 
- nag With swift succession of 
on and solo acrobatic dancing and 
a ling. Three of the girls 
neeimition which, when kept brief, 
"na out hoofing interlude nicely. 
'ry Foster Welch. billed as Pop- 


is 


€ve ane an? 4 : 

co “na maintaining characteriza- 

aaa even through bow, takes over 
Spinach fag and costume 


tigl 

sip kids more than adults. Comic 

Lewis Gar ne imitations and 
ht it Z0t only scattered hand at 
'' performance caught. Finale. 
bie which he conducts opera ‘Car- 
imitating symphony, bulls, 
noises and four opera stars. 


characte 


ciowéd 


on | 


kinds | 


by | 
training | 
(Metro), | 
marine | 


the | 


as is house's | 


smooth job! 
King Over- |! 


pit | 
spiels | 


have | 


Ted | 


| gets him off with fine applause, how- | special material and selling very 


| ever. 

Lime Trio follows with baggage 
men and blackface dummy in con- 
tortionist pantomime, put on with 
same polish that has had critics rav- 
ing here at each booking. House 
lights go out for entrance as Regan 
trots out on the runway to do tunes 
into mike in front of pit. Chat- 
ter before each ditty is brief, infor- 
mal and gets house on his side from 
start. ‘Was It Rain?’ and ‘Trust in 
Me’ with ‘Irish Eyes’ as encore, have 
him sitting pretty, but ‘You Were 
Mine,’ which follows curtain-speech 
over stage mike, seems to be carry- 
| ing it a bit too far, especially in view 
|of fact that he was to surprise 
in workgut with Crawfords. 

Crawtords, using two Hammond 
organs in svlvan set, make instru- 
ments talk, not only with trick ef- 
fects, but with plenty of 
| Jesse does medley to demonstrate in- 
|'strument’s’ versatility, and_ intro- 
duces the Missus as the girl he mar- 
ried because she was his biggest rival 
land the specialist. in hot 
| which she proves through torrid ren- 
|dition of ‘Dinah’ with banjo 
| Workout together in_ waltz medley 





ing up ‘Tea for Two’ and ‘Boo Hoo.’ 
| Regan comes on 
| vious, but both boys can handle dia- 
| log and all three of ‘em turn ‘Where 
| Are You?’ into effective windup. 
‘They Him a Gun’ 
Craig. 


Pic is Gave 


(Metro). 


STANLEY, PITTS. 


Pittsburgh, May 28. 
This town’s become plenty skate- 
minded since the sock ‘Ice Follies of 
/ 1937’ piayed 
gagements to packed houses at Du- 
'quesne garden, so Stanley’s smartly 
cashing in on the fad with the St. 
Moritz Ice Ballet. It’s a great novelty 
for a film house stage at any time, 
but particularly during hot 
weather when the incongruity of the 

whole thing lends itself to the b.o. 


Shallowness of Stanley stage 
makes it plenty tough on silver-blade 


three successive en- 


SO 


effectiveness of presentation, in com- 
parison to the big arena revues, but 
for a 20-minute flash, it’s in. Special- 
ly-prepared rink is hardly big enough 
to accommodate chorus of 16 girls. 
and stunters endanger life and limb 


since edge of ice is almost out ai 
|end of orchestra pit. 
| Show opens with the line. sans 


skates, doing a good-looking number 
in nice sports shorts and leads into 
| Three Nonchalants, who work on the 
canvas-covered ice. Male trio in 
knockabout comedy tumbling is 
|about tops in this sort of thing and 
pack their five minutes with laughs 
and thrilis. 


Ben Yost’s Varsity Eight follows 
and male octet is flashily costumed in 
,capes, caps and skin tights and 


) plenty effective on vocal end as well. 
|Smartly concentrate on the rousing 
|march numbers, get in a plug for 
| their pix work with the sailor chanty 
they did in ‘Follow the Fleet’ and 
| wind up with a medley of college 
| songs. 
| Paul Howard, who later serves as 
commentator for the ice ballet sec- 
| tion, is next in one and he’s a bone- 
| less contortionist who seems to be 
| made of rubber. Lad has a crack 
collection of tricks. 
| Ice ballet opens with an effective 


‘swing. 


tempos, 


experts and likewise reduces general” 


|; mikeman 


chorus number, includes some com- | 


ledy drunk stuff and spins by Douglas 
| Duffy; a bit of fancy figure skating 


‘by Charlie Hadlett and, for the fea- 
|tured attraction, Kit Klein, husky 
|} member of last Olympic team. Lat- 
, ter is a natural and registers solidly 
| With her impressions of international 
|skating styles. She gives a demon- 
|sttration of her speed form and tops 
| everything off by joining Hadlett in 
| the barrel tricks. 

Finish is another line number, 
| with the principals all skating over 
| the ice at the end. 

Picture ‘Good Old Soak’ (Metro), 
|} with Par newsreel, Popeve cartoon 
|}and Dave Broudy’s pit band in a 
brief orchestral prelude rounding out 
| bill. Biz at opener not so good. 
Cohen, 


HIPP, BALTIMORE 


Baltimore. May 28. 

| A regular vaude layout at the Hipp 
this week and a welcome relief from 
the avalanche of bands and units re- 
|cently predominating the flesh end 
of this combo house. And audience 
'likes current doings. which run 47 
minutes. Four act layout made up 
of Sybil Jason, Herman Timberg and 
|Co., Four Flying Comets and _ the 
| Three Sophisticated Ladies make fou 
plenty of entertainment and variety. 

Comets, skating act. made up of 
two men and two femmes, gets show 
off to a good start with routine of 


| 
! 


usual spins and balancing. Working 
full stage on circular set. quartette 
|makes yood flash in tails and eve 
ining gowns. girls going into shorts 
about midway in proceedings. Three 
| Sophisticated Ladies, sock knock- 
| about trio, follows, keeping up the 
| 


pace in great stvie with their rough 


and tumble antics Girls can take 
it all right and audience is quick 


usually 
Have 


routine, 
combos, 


to respond io their 
associated with -male 
to beg off. 

Sybil Jason. on next to close. using 


{by Dick and Irene; barrel-jumping | 


| 
| 
| 


| 
} 
} 


nicely. Does three numbers and an | 
encore, skillfully routined. Opens 
with a cute type of talking song. 


‘I'm the Captain's Kid,’ and follows 
with the rather timely “The King Is 
Still My Prince Charming. For 
closer does a tear jerker, ‘Mike, My 


Little Black Scottie,’ which gets her | 
off to sizable hand and a well earned | 


encore, ‘I’m Rolling in Money.’ which 
cerries with it impressions of Garbo 
and Mae West. Juve has an appeal- 
ing assurance about herself and sells 


| simply and smartly with a sharp and 


|! well defined diction a decided asset. 

Audience seems to know her, first 

entrance getting nice ovation. 
Herman Timberg in closing spot 


‘em | 


and making every minute of his stint 


count. Veteran knows what it’s all 
about and audience is quick to re- 
act to his efforts. Assisted by Her- 
man, Jr., George Freems and Au- 
'drey Parker, Timberg presents a 
skillful blend of crossfire, hoofing 
impersonations and the inevitable 
violin to excellent returns. Especi- 
ally good are the Arliss of Freems 
and the Hepburn of Miss Parker. 


Stop. | 


land encore with Mrs. Crawford trick- | U@ble asset to the old man. 


Herman, Jr., is taking on some added 
assurance and polish and is a val- 
Act has 


| plenty of punch and makes a perfect 


with this-is-so-un- | Chaser to a very solid bill. 


|} expected patter, which is pretty ob- 


Film is ‘There Goes My Girl’ 
(RKO) plus the current issue of 
‘March of Time.’ Burm. 
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(Continued from page 40) 


at KYA, San Francisco, 


Unit Reviews 


TEMPTATIONS OF 1937) 


(FAY’S, PHILLY) 
Philadelphia, Mav 26. 


This is a highly entertaining unit | 
in component parts, but one thai 
lacks the spark which would make 


surefire. 
pace. It 
actually a 
paring would 
audience, for 
isn’t the way 
Unit not 
many units do. but 
into field of Minsky-esque. Show 
built precisely like those on_ the 
wheels, with one duo weighted with 
all the comedy, another the fancy 
terping and a line of girls and show- 
off huskies 


it 
in 


is 


Principal 
times 58 minutes 
48-minute show. Nice 
be a boon to any 
stretching material 
popularity 
borders on 


difficulty 


Is 


ana 


To 
only burley 
as walks right 


is 


Actually go into burley for gag 
team, Abbott and Costello. Pair, 
| which has carmined many faces at 
|Shubert here, keeps miles away 
from anything that even resemble 
| blue in present setup. Real flesh 
|} approach to burley is achieved by 


; gil Is 


coocher, who does some minor sirip- 
ping, but nothing that would actual- 
ly count in a genuine take-it-off 
house. Hip-slinging itself, though 
plenty feverish. Line and show 
reveal sufficient to make 
enjoy himself, but not 


is 


also 


grandpa 


| squirm. 


Lid-lifter is usual of 


presentation 


| girls, in this case line of 12 supplied 


| general 


has resigned, effective June 13. He 
gets his vacash before leaving. 

Alba Cravero, violinist, joins the 
staff at KYA, San Francisco, this | 
week, to succeed vibraharpist Herb 
Sanford in the Trio Celeste. 

Philip G. Lasky, of KSFO, San 
Francisco, planning to attend both 


the Pacific Coast Advertising Club’s 


powwow in Salt Lake City and the | 
, National) 


of Broadcast- 
this 


Association 
in Chicago 
Mrs. Lasky will go as far 
Lake City. Laskys will vacash 
Yellowstone before returning to San 
Francisco. 


ers’ confab 


Salt 


as 


Elma Latta Hackett aired home 
economics hints last week from the 


month. 


in | 


by 
pretty 
gammed, 


Alex Gerber. For 
nifty lookers 


most 
and nicely 
Precision material and 
production work consid- 
erable improvement ove unit 
stuff. Well-costumed and set, too. 
First of acts is Harris, Behney and 


part 


a 


syeal 
usUai 
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EE 
moves along at tortoise-like pace. 
Does some falls that get ‘ahs. and 
gets hand on old trick of folding 


newspaper. tearing it, and unfolding 
it to find it whole. Eating what ap- 
peared to be live goidusn also sur- 
prised aud, but the slow motion kills 
entire act. 

Ginger Harris, hip-slinger, spetted 
second from close, with Abbott and 
Costello making last appearance be- 
fore finale Drape-closei usual 
stuff. nothing hot Herb 


}s 


Winter Garden Revue 
(CAPITOL, ATLANTA) 
Atlanta, May 30 
with terp., this unit 
not please the hall a 
house that attended Caps opener! 
Sunday. Harry Clark, whose shows 
usually please down this way, should 
know by this time that this house's 
customers won't go for steady 
dance diet—even if it is good. 
Nearest thing to sock ofiered 
the Lampinos—Prince and Lily—who 
occupy stage 11 of the 329 minutes 
the unit runs. Man, with heavy 
Weber and Fields dialect, trundies 
on huge bass drum in which woman 
concealed, and after doing some 
card manipulation, mixed with com- 
edy, pounds on drum and reveals his 


Overburdened 
definitely did 


is 


IS 


assistant. Then they go through 
some hokum trickery, managing to 
expose each stunt as they pull it. 


They finish up to a good hand with 
swift trunk escape trick, man 
changing places with femme, locked 
and strapped inside trunk, auicker 


‘than the proverbial wink 


Show opens with brief overture 
by band, six with show, seven house 


Dunn, acrobatic, passing around! Standbys, led by Frank Aryaud, who 
tricks that win fair hand. George — out with ng sax and clarinet, 
> e girle c 1c © , le 
| Roche follows with eccentric terping, | ne Of five girls comes on for rou 
and then enter Abbott and Costello.| ime of stepping. They're followed 
} J . . ? ‘ray ¢ = 
Their act is old stuff, but as is al- or cepa about a an 0 
most always true of well-tried gags, |4©8€¢, Yo-yo champion, who, while 
they go over. In this case use Fspinning a couple of the spools tells 
. iy as se a 

Y : ; a few inane jokes while the house 

| baseb:z se aug yut ‘ ; 
of rg i Mh Ses OUT feels sorry for him. His reception 

> 4 . « . ee 

fie ; age was decidedly chilly and a_ fairly 
Broa ag — ge Bn pel creditable tap dance barely breaks 
ance, 5s sni »S, itary ini- 3 ‘- , : . ts 
forms and swords. Very effective hong for him in the way of ap 
and nice precision work. They bring Jeanne Doree is then joined by 
on and provide scenery for Russell| Cjeo Coree from the line in a tap 


site of the new transmitter now 
under construction for KSFO, San 
Francisco, at Islais Creek. Stunt 


was one of a series of broadcasts in 
which KSFO ballyhooing _ its 
building activities. 


iS 


Louise Landis, of the NBC press 
staff in San Francisco, vacashing in 
Rio del Mar and Yosemite Valley 
this week and next. 

Rush Hughes, NBC's Langendorf 
Pictorial aircaster, in San Francisco 
from Hollywood for the Golden Gate 


Bros., garbed in similar style. The! 
pair are precision tappers, but aren't 
precise, so fall well on neither side 
of being socko. 

Pardde of Nations follows without 
pulling velvet together. Parade is | 
actually parade of flesh. bringing on 


six more girls in costumes represent- 
ing different countries. These 
femmes on the whole are not up to 
| the line as lookers and too often 
show frigid-faces uncracked by a 
smile. Some of costumes’ exhib 
plenty skin. Grab off hand at finale 


by bringing on ‘Miss United States.’ 
Four Comets is at top of heap in 
skating acts. Two guys and two 


| girls, all classy lookers. Males make 


neat appearance in tails, while both | 


femme twirlers are blonde and 
| scenic. They do a few new twists. | 
but much of stuff is usual. Are} 


Bridge Fiesta, set out to be the first | 


to bicycle across the span last week 
but had to complete his crossing on 


|} showmanly in making it look hard. 


foot after the front wheel jammed | 


in an expansion plate. 
thrown from the bike, injuring his 
hands slightly. 


Frank P. Newton is now an ac- 
count exec with Gerth-Knollin Ad- 
vertising Agency, San Francisco. 
Formerly with Compton = agency, 
New York City. 

Leo Cleary and Ken _ Gillum, 
Charles Marshall and his Mavericks, 
and Vera Vague (Barbara Jo Allen) 
make a p.a. at the RCA Manufactur- 


Hughes was | 


| 
| 
| 


| with 


ing Co. banquet in Oakland, June 2. | 


Larry Allen, of NBC Artists Service, 
San Francisco, spotted them. Cleary, 


‘Gillum and the Marshall group are 


| from 


with NBC, San Francisco; Miss Allen 
planes up from Hollywood weekly 
for the Carefree Carnival. 

Paul Martin, NBC conductor-ar- 
ranger-guitarist, gets a new trans- 
continental spot on the Blue web 
San Francisco Sundays start- 
ing this week, in addition to his 
Monday period. The Three Cheers, 
Phil Hanna, E. J. Derry and Travis 
Hale, warble on both shows with 
Martin’s instrumental combo. 





Caryl Coleman, of Botsford, Con- 
stantine & Gardner agency. San 
Francisco, was hired by the Golden 
Gate Bridge Fiesta Committee to 
produce the radio show at the Civic 
Auditorium last week. 


Leo Cleary is the new Old Ranger 
on the Death Valley Days programs 
over the coast NBC-Red web from 
San Francisco. He replaced George 
Rand held the fol 
four 


who spot almost 


years. 


WOW. 
WGN 


Baldwin, 
announcer, 


Bill forme! 
Omuha joining 
Chicago Tribune station, staff. 


Wilbur Michelsen is the newest 
juve on S & W Junior New 


} 
snow s 


| program 


Get some of strongest hand-patter 
of unit. 
Roy Rogers does drunk act which 





over the NBC-Red network 
San Francisco, He debuted 
week, 


from | 
last 





Rudy Erickson, for many years 
CHWC and CKCK,. Regina. 
Sask., transferred to CFAC, Calgary 
as chief engineer, 

Hugh Studebaker off to the Coast 
to join Fibber McGee and Molly act. 


Edwin Burke, WCFL staff an- 
nouncer, doubling as special events 
man at Washington Park track, Chi- 
cago. 

Joan Blaine added to 
Children’ NBC five-a-week. 


‘Today's 


Norman Ross, free lance an-,: 


nouncer-producer, 
consultant 
Mart, Chicago, 


opening offices 
in Merchandise 


Phil Fortman, former WINS press 


department, to NBC publicity, re- 
placing Dick Broom, now with John 
Blair, station reps. 

Niles Trammel from Chicago to 
Coast and return last week. 

Jean Sablon, French tenor = im- 
ported and handled by NBC Artists 
Service, lens-lamped by Paramount 
Picts, 


Margaret Johnson (‘Honey Chile’) 
femme foil for Bob Hope 
signed by Columbia Artists 


On all 


Albert Maltz, play-penne: 
original “hed-Head 


has an 


script, 


Bake r; j 


routine to ‘Shine.”. Femmes, garbed 
in velvet culottes, win a decent hand, 


Tommy O'Neil, six-footer, then 
teams with Barbara Barry to pull 
some gags and funny business in 


front of mike, with O'Neil offering a 
mouth organ number, encoring with 
‘Nola.’ Girl follows with a toe dance, 
being joined by O'Neil, with trousers 
rolled above knees and pink ballet 
dress around his middle. 

Lampinos on in this spot, followed 
by line in a picture number, featur- 
ing Cleo Coree in an acrobatic waltz 
and Jeanne Doree in a strut tap. 

Lew Murdock, in charge of unit, 
and Lily Mayo, his wife. close the 
show creditably. They do comedy 
dance and song and = pantomime 
dance, and finish with a fast routine, 


| getting a good hand. 


Line returns in a parade number, 
virls seantily garbed to renresent 
different nations. Two of femmes 
come down stage, while others pose 
against band car, and each act Js 
brought on for the usual cut-and- 
dried finale. Quick count reveals 18 
people in company. 

Management, in an effort to get 
show off to faster start, eliminated 


| Murray’s yo-yo act entirely on sec- 


ond show, tempo of which Crags. It 


sadly lacks an act with flash to pet 
| it off to a fast start, but fact remains 


much 
Luce, 


unit) just simply contains to- 
dancing. 


Music Hall Varieties 


(ORPHEUM, LINCOLN) 


Lincoln, Neb., May 30. 
Shuttering the Orpheum, as far as 
vaude is concerned, until fall is Ed 
Gardiner’s fourth opus this season, 
‘Music Hall Varieties.’ Largely a re- 


hash of the others, it’s keeping his 
people working and the time to- 
gether for Cushman until the temp 


folds it up in mid-June. 

Gardiner’s usual girl potion is on 
the out this time, only three fermmes 
in the entire cast. As a variety bill, 
however, it’s pretty fair. 

Spot concentrates on Del DeBreece, 
card manipulator, magician, and the 


m.c.: Missing Bros., comics in the 
gouging-acro vein, and Buddy Mack, 
dead pan hoofer wearing pre-war 
clothes. 

Rice and Schaffer, guitarists, start 
off after a step or two by the girls. 
Two lads have a nice personal ape 
peal. play sweet music, and satisfy. 
One of the boys sings, and not bad. 
Crewe and Summers, tap act with 


inserted novelty built around a ball- 
park bit. registers. Kids are young, 


fast on foot, and the lad has a dance- 
inv flair for comedy. 

Band number features Pat Forgy, 
warbler. and Al Nicholas, on the 
bass. Slap out ‘Dream Boat Al 
Fraser's iron-jaw turn follows. He’s 
a novelty shop all by himseli—plays 
balloon. saw. and a fly-spray. then 
goes for muscle-stunting, lifting two 
| tables and two chairs in his teeth. 


Not so good, but he earns whatever 
he gets. 


Time is 50 minytes. pace fairly fast. 


oem re : age at This fades the Cfishman cireuit in 
Workshop program over CBS, June | this territory until fall. Biz fair, 
13 Piece dexls with reformuatory- | but that’s because the house sweliers 
school life, in this heat. Bur, 





' 


Pa woah raw dark otk 


A Tb mm 








¢ 


\ 


52 VARIETY 


LEGITIMATE. 


Wednesday, June 2, 1937 




















——=2 





LEGIT CONVENTION SPEAKERS STRESS 
NEED OF REMEDIES; AGAIN H’WOOD 


ATC Sessions End with 


Resuscitate the Road and Establish Better Co-op- 
eration Within the Theatre Ranks 


The welter of words that was 
brought on by the convention of the 


legitimate theatre, which ended at 
the Astor hotel, N. Y., last Thurs- 
day (27), developed some _ ideas 


which the American Theatre Coun- 
cil, sponsors of the four-day meet, 
believes will result in helping 
the theatre on Broadway and on the 
road. ‘There is a difference of opin- | 
ion over what points stood out and | 
there is a mass of extraneous matter | 
to be weeded out. | 

Those who inspired the éonven- | 
tion are satisfied with the proceed- 
ings, although already planning 
changes and limitations for the next | 
gathering in the spring of 1938. | 
Whatever the outcome of the con-| 
vention just past, all factions, with | 
the exception of the musicians, par- | 
ticipated. Many people of the thea- | 
tre met and talked with others who | 
had more or less legendary to them. 


The next step is the establishment 
of the ATC as an entity which will 
work along the lines sketehed out. 
In all events the convention did no 
harm and will probably. bear fruit. 
Endowment of new authors and the 
promise of the out-of-town press to 
support road shows were hopeful in- 
dications, with the latter angle an- 
other incentive for managers to turn 
more attention to the sticks: 


Equity people who worked to 
bring about the convention seemed 
too much in control of the final ses- 
sions, but others were in on the 
errors that permitted people to speak 
who were not qualified to address 
the convention. Equity itself did not | 
include some of its younger members 
who have ideas of their own. All 
such were excluded, so the managers 
brought on one of the younger group 
who spoke his stuff, much of which 
Was open to dispute. 


The dramatists were prominent in 
the proceedings, but the Dramatists 
Guild did not okay the constitution 
of the ATC, Evidently it must be 
revised before the council will start 
functioning, that is if all theatre 
groups are to combine for the com- 
mon good. The musicians’ stayed 
away, but it is likely they will be 
included. ; Pine 








Hollywood 


Hollywood is mostly blamed for 
what's the matter with the theatre. 
That was indicated the first two 
days of convention and it was re- 


iit is not 





iterated from various angles during 
the final two days of the four-day 
session, Even Daniel Frohman, 
‘the grand old man of the theatre,’ 
in telling anecdotes of show: busi- 
ness, said there was no Hollywood 
and ‘we could keep our actors.’ 

The weight of opinions was 
brought at final luncheon Thurs- 
day (27), when one plan to relieve 
Broadway's play famine. was. re- 
vealed, showmen were urged to 
send shows to the road where they 
would be weltomed and backed by 
the press and the conventionites 
were told that better theatres are 


needed in and out of New York, | 


also warned censorship is still quite 
possible under existing laws. 


M. H. Aylesworth, formerly of | 


NBC and now with the Scripps- 
Howard newspaper chain, was the 
most encouraging speaker on 
‘What the, Public Wants.” .He men- 
tioned’ the: radio ecbnnection, which 
is part of show business, and he 
thinks that newSpapers are also a 
form of entertainment. He admon- 
ished: 

‘Den't worry about motion 
tures. They cannot compete with 
the stage. which cannot be super- 
ceded...Certainly the road can be 
brought back...Rehabilitate — the- 
atres, ‘bring them up to date... 
There is too much picture ‘fare in 
other. cities. ...Newspapers will. back 
you up all over the country...I 
speak for the press; at least for my 
own group of publications.’ The re- 


marks were welcomed by out-of- | 


town showmen: who came expecting 
the convention to solve the problem 
of the road. There were a dozen 
reporters from out-of-town papers 
-at the convention. , 
Maxwell Anderson Speaks 

Most outspoken critic of Holly- 

wood and its methods was Maxwell 





a4 


Vigorous Suggestions to 


Anderson, prize winning author, sev- 
eral of whose plays have been adapt- 
ed for pix. Speaking last Wednes- 
day (26) on the proposed fellowships 
to keep promising playwrights from 
being won over to films, the play- 
wright said, ‘It can do no harm, and 
it may do an astounding amount of 
good. 

‘The theatre has lived by its wits 
during most of its history. It will 
continue to live by its wits, and to 
be the most important art, so long as 
the censors let it alone, so long as 
so rich is to become fat- 
headed and so long as it numbers a 
little corps of competent actors and 
playwrights who love it. 

‘If you are a playwright and go to 
Hollywood, the block-booking system 
and studio ownership of copyrights 
are the two evils you encounter first. 
As to the copyright, there are no 
authors in moving pictures. There 
are no authors because the picture 
companies own all the copyrights 
and are registered in Washington as 
the writers of the scripts turned out 
by the hired hands on the lot. They | 
can change what you write and they 
will. After you've written your 
damndest, they’!ll set seven more gal- 
ley slaves to work on it, singly and} 
in groups, and by the time the prod- | 
uct is ready for consumption it will | 
taste like all the rest of the soup in 
all the other cans labeled with the 
trademark of your studio, 


‘Test of Art’ 


‘But quite apart from the question 
of artistic freedom in pictures, there 
are many of us who would “always 
prefer the stage while it continue to 
yield any kind of meager: living, for | 
the theatre. has been and will con- 
tinue to be a great art form, an art 
which has bred many masters and 
will cradle many more before our | 
civilization loses its taste for dra- | 
matic expression. 

‘The pictures have no such past | 
and can look forward to no such fu- | 
ture. They came in as a mechanical | 
invention, they will go out when that | 


| 


invention is superseded, as it will be. | 








Some of you will consider this an | 


old-fashioned notion, but wait a few | 


years. While the boom is on nobody 
believes in the collapse. The good | 


old pictures are not over-long for 
this world. And when they are gone 
they will be forgotten. 


‘The test of an art is endurance, | 


and in any endurance contest the 
films have as much chance against 


the theatre as the celluloid cat chas- | 


ing the asbestos rat through hell. 
‘Let us not be too envious of the 
financial rewards and the tight or- 
ganization of Hollywood. They are 
purchased at the price of regimenta- 
tion of the public through block- 
booking, regimentation of the artist 
by divesting him of his copyrights. 
High salaries in the paradise of the 
west are the mess of pottage for 
which the independent artists who 
work in Hollywood have sold their 





pic- | 


| birthright.’ 

Five Fellowships 

| Sidney Howard, head of the Dra- 
matists Guild, who spoke several 
| times, went to the platform to an- 
| nounce that the Guild's 
| attract and develop new authors 
\ had already had _ fruition, John 
| Golden having | contributed _fiye 
| $1,000 fellowships for that purpose. 
'It is figured that that sum would 
support a young author for one 
year, idea being to keep such writers 
| in the east and prevent them going 
| to Hollywood the moment they show 
signs of talent. 

The fellowships are to be awarded 
by a committee to authors who have 
written well, but have not had a 
Successful’ play. In. such fashion 


| will be corrected. Gélden said he 
| is ‘giving a very small part of what 
|I made in the theatre back to the 
| theatre.” Understood the donor will 
have first selection of expected 
scrips so written. Manager added 
that the theatre’s worst enemies are 
| the people in the theatre. Hé re- 
| Called the 1919 actors’ strike saying 
lhe thought the managers wére in 
' the wrong but that finally the fac- 
tions got together amicably and that 
(Continued on page 54) 





| public service,’ in recognition of out- 
| standing contributions to the theatre 
|and human welfare in arts and let- 
| ters, Golden made a 20-minute ad- 


| the estimate that there are but nine 





Keeping in Practice 





the legit convention in N. Y. 
last week, insists that he has 
retired as a dramatist, but: ‘I 
will have three new plays next 
season, just to taper off.’ Davis 
alluded to figures on the numn- 
ber of plays he wrote as ‘fan- 
tastic’ yet he admits the total 
tops 200. 

Author has completely recov- 
ered from a stomach ailment 
which affected him more than 
a year. He is 63. 


John Golden Sees 


‘Road Rejuvenation 


Hope in Colleges’ 


| 
Owen Davis, who attended 


| 


| 














be called | 
‘doc’ or doctor, or he may put P. S. | 
after his name, having been 
orary-degreed. by Oglethorpe Uni- | 
versity last-Sunday (30). Understood | 
that Admiral Cary T. Grayson was | 
his sponsor at the annual exercises 
held at the Georgia college, it being 
the time for Oglethorpe to 
honor a manager. Golden attended 
college in his youth but passed up a 
degree, having withdrawn from New 
York University after one and a 
half years. 

In accepting the degree ‘doctor of 


Jehn Golden- now can 


hon- 





first 


dress. Among.his observations was 


first class producers and ‘only four 
of these have rarely, if ever, made a 
investment in their veers 
presentations but have been backed | 
by outsiders and motion picture| 
money. As for authors, he said 
‘there are exactly five who have the 
right.to call themselves playwrights.’ 

Manager also said that because 
four or. five stars .and the same 
amount of hits find it possible to 
make a successful tour ‘there is no 
reason to believe in the fool propa- 
ganda of the rejuvenation of the 
road.’ He thinks that one must look 
| to the schools and colleges for fresh 
| development of the drama in the 
smaller stands. He then touched 
| upon a plan whereby 1,000,000 stu- 
| dents. in New York high schools 
| would use the theatre as a labora- 
tory, in association with profes- 
' sionals. Stated the idea has the en- 





personal 


The Convention Is Over 


The legitimate theatre convened’ in New York last week. It wag not 
the first convention of its kind, but similar sessions about 10 years ago 
were steam-rollered and therefore abortive. This time all groups gave 
free rein to their ideas and, after the residue is weeded out, there is g 
good chance that some problems of the present-day stage will be solved 








First step, of course, is the formation of a functioning body, which wil 
be the American Theatre Council, sponsors of which announced a pro. 
gram at the end of the convention, What will be done actually is up to 


| the board and officers of the ATC. There will be changes in the schedule 


and some ideas will be discarded, but if the convictions of the leading 
speakers at the convention are sound, the theatre will be benefited. 
Frequently during the sessions the defeat of the Dunnigan one-man 
censorship bill was mentioned as an example of what the theatre could 
do when united. There was no mention of the press, which opposed the 





| measure as‘strongly, if not more than the showmen, and which probably 
| brought more forcibly 


to the attention of Governor Lehman 
But that is characteristic of show people. 

Suggestion that ways and means be found to finance more production 
may bear fruit in a direction not believed possible by managers or’ au- 
thors. If that comes about, the convention will have been worth while 
many -fold. 


what the 


Dunnigan bill meant. 








That Hollywood should be so much blamed for what's the matter with 
the theatre, is not sound. Picture end itself was surprised when apprised 
there would be a secret session (idea was dropped) to see what could be 
done about it. Result will probably be a series of conversations which 
may adjust the present differences. Hollywood is not opposed to Broad- 


| way as much as some of its people say. 


Plan to halt the ‘play famine’ by scholarships to be given promising 
authors may bring results. It is one of several moves to encourage young 
dramatists by means of prize contests. Hollywood has even a greater 
problem in that direction, having more than four times the number of 
pictures to turn out annually. 





Proposal to regulate the critics, and their defense, seemed to be a stand- 
off. Critics claimed the present mode of reviewing is helpful to the the- 
atre because it excites interest, as against the old type of windy writing 
which few people waded through. Managerial end is sometimes opposed 


| to opinions in the press and some producers ask for straight news reports 


of plays. But this does not go when the press is favorable. 





Convention is over and, during the slack summer, the ATC can get 
down to starting something. If the showmen are as alert as they seemed 


on the platform, they will get results, 





ATC Weekly Bulletin and Ticket 
Courtesies for Out of Town Critics 


a 





At Last—A Kind Word 


Out-of-town newspaper men in 
New York last week to cover the 
convention of the American Theatre 
Council made several recommenda- 
tions to the Council and to the New 
York Theatrical Press Agents 
garding Broadway news and courtesy 
for critics visiting New York. All 
suggestions were immediately ap- 
proved by both the ATC and 
NYTPA. 


Proposals to the ATC were that it 
act as a clearing house for all pass 
requests from out-of-town crilics for 
Broadway legit houses and that the 
ATC issuie a weekly news bulletin of 
the organization’s activities for re- 
lease to the road papers. According 
to the new setup, road critics are to 
notify the ATC from three to 10 days 
in advance when they expect to be 
in New York and what shows they 





In discussing the critics and 
their ways last week, George 
Abbott insisted ‘he had no 
squawks. 

‘I know it’s polite to say that 
critics cost us managers money,’ 
he said, ‘but me, I think they’re 
really coin-savers. I know that 
when I produced ‘Sweet River’ 
they saved me at least $50,000. 

' T thought the show was good 
before I read the notices and if 
the notices had been kind I'd 
have kept it on, business or no 
business. But I read the notices” 


Fed Project Calls Halt - 


ree 











efforts to} 


Howard hopes that the play famine | 


On Coast Payroll Upping 


Hollywood, June 1. 


Orders have becn received at lacal 

eadquarters of the Federal Theatre 
Project barring any increase in the 
FTP payroll pending a proposed re- 
vision of the quota, which will be 
forwarded soon. — 


Ban came directly from Harry L. 
Hopkins, Works Progress Adminis- 
trator in Washington. Los Angeles 
County FTP now has 1,475 on the 
payroll. 


|dorsement of Mayor LaGuardia. 


| 
BUFFALO TIMES PRINTS 
CONVENTION EXTRA 


. Considerable attention was attract- 
ed last Wednesday (26) by a special 
edition of the Buffalo Times and dis- 
tributed at. the. convention. of. the 
‘American Theatre Council at the 
Astor . hotel, _N, Y. Entire dummy 
front page of the sheet was devoted | 
to the theatre, plugging Buffalo. 
heavily as a likely date for next! 
season's road. tours. 
In. addition to a two-line, 8-column 
streamer reading, “‘There’s Money to 
Be Made in Buffalo Next Season, | 
page one carried an.editorial (titled | 
‘Our Money Is Good Money’), news | More Spring,’ is due to arrive here 
stories headlined as follows: ‘Million| ©4ay | (1), to attend the world 
Potential Playgoers Offer Lucrative! Premiere production of his play as 
Field, ‘Thousands Seek Low-Priced | 24apted for the stage by Lulie Hard 
Seats.” ‘Stores Want Theatre Aid,’| McKinley, of Birmingham, Ala., and 
‘Films Stifle Art of Acting’ (story | Presented by Atlanta Federal thea- 
from the convention, under by-line | t’e- ; 
of Ardis Smith, Times drama critic),| Play is being directed by Roy El- 
‘Systematic Selling Needed by Stage,| kins and cast includes Evelyn Eden, 
C. of C. Head Says,’ ‘Theatre In-| Gilbert Maxwell, Maurice Fain, Wil- 
-ereases Business of Hotels,’ ‘Little| liam Nurin, Marion Brannon, Amasa 
Theatre Maintains All Traditions of | Windham, John Williams, and Ed- 
Stage’ arid ‘Small Towns Vital Part win Hill. , 
of City Theatre’s Area, Sports pro- | 
| moter Believes.’ Also three-column | 
art, showing number of persons| the dummy page in co-operation with 
, reaching into wallets and purses for | Ardis Smith.’ About 600 copies were 
cash. distributed at the convention. Caused 
Buffalo Times is a Scripps-Howard | good deal of comment at Wednes- 
sheet. Special edition was idea of | day’s session, several managers say- 
| George Lyons, editor. Formerly city | ing such interest in Buffalo may in- 
editor of the World-Telegram, N. Y.,| dicate that town is likely looking 
he’s a vet theatre fan. Worked up/ shot for next season. 




















Atlanta FTP Presenting 
Nathan’s ‘One Spring’ 
' "Atlanta, June ‘1: 
Robert. Nathan, who wrote ‘One 








want to see. Council will relay the 
requests to the proper agents. In 
the matter of the weekly ATC news 
bulletin, Henry Senber, Broadway 
reporter for the N. Y. Morning Tele- 
graph, will get it out, with the Coun- 
cil paying the mailing costs. 

_The Council asked all interested 
out-of-town newspaper men not al- 
ready on the ATC mailing list to 
communicate with the Council head- 
quarters in the Sardi building, N. Y.. 
to be placed on the list. 

The recommendations of the road 
reporters to the NYTPA were that 
names, addresses and_ telephone 
numbers of the various member 
agents be supplied to out-of-town 
drama editors and critics and that 
the NYTPA members co-operate 
with the out-of-town editors in sup- 
plying requested pictures and ptb- 
licity more quickly. “All the fore- 
going proposals were made at 4 
meeting of the press group inrmedi- 
ately following last Thursday's (27! 
final business session of the conven- 
tion. Warren P. Munsell, a director 
of the ATC, unofficially okayed the 
recommendations. 

Among the press representing oul- 
of-town papers at the convention 
were Ardis Smith, Buffalo ‘Times. 
Alice Collins Armstrong, Troy Ob- 
server-Budget; Louise Mace, Sprins- 
field (Mass.) Republican; Rita Swat. 
Baltimore News-Post; Elinor Hughes 
Boston Herald; Warren Wilme! 
Brown, of Gardéns, Houses and Peo- 
ple, Baltimore; Harry Haller, Ralti- 
more Sunday Sun; Jay Carmody. 
Washington Star; Garrett D. Byrnes. 
Providence Journal” and ‘Evemins 
Bulletin; Payllis Schityler Thaxte’. 
Portland Sunday Telegram, Pr° 


Herald and Evening Express. 
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LEGIT’S BANKING BACKER 


LEGITIMATE 


VARIETY 5% 








} Re-election of Officers Anticipated 





As Equity Prepares for Balloting 


* 
With the first really contested an- 


nual election in Equity’s history 
dated for Friday (4), the regular, op- 
position and third ticket campaigns 
have let go with final arguments to 
constituents. Indications are that 
the regular candidates for offices will 
be re-elected for another three-year 
term by an overwhelming majority. 
Only nominated opposed candidate 
for office is E. J. Blunkall, running 
for presidency, who can expect no 
support from the former forumites, 
the second ticket, they announcing 
‘we do not endorse Blunkail or any 
other candidates (council) on his 
ticket.’ 

The contest, if there is one, will 
be for new members of the council. 
Independent or opposition ticket 
which could not induce Walter 
Hampden to run against Gillmore for 
presidency, then concentrated on 
seeking to place seven candidates on 
the council. That group also en- 
dorses five council nominees on the 
regular ticket, indications being they 
will get at least that many elected, 
there being a good chance to win 
with some of their own candidates. 
It_is certain that the militants will 
have a strongef council percentage, 
what with three of their group al- 
ready on that body. 


Indies photostated the ballot and 
marked crosses in beside the names 
of their candidates, also those they 
endorsed on the regular ticket. 
There is a total of 12 names, 10 
going for the regular five-year term 
on council and two being for. re- 
placements. Marked sample ballots 
are said to have been distributed 
widely around New York and the 
Coast. 

‘Awakening’ 


Group feels that the existence of 
‘progressive forces’ in Equity has 
led to an awakening in the asso- 
ciation which brought about such 
changes as pay for rehearsals, a defi- 
nite and controlled method of salary 
cuts when justified and the move for 
a single minimum ($40) weekly. Lat- 
ter move was opposed by the ad- 
ministration which later made a 
concession, permitting not more than 
25% of any cast to be engaged at 
the junior minimum ($25). 


The indies, too, inspired the secret 
ballot amendment which is now be- 
ing decided by referendum. They 
also seek the re-formation of the 
executive committee to co-operate 
with the officers and, thereby, es- 
tablish a closer liaison between the 
council and the executives. Charged 
that while the constitution calls for 
at least five members of the coun- 
cil on the executive committee, it 
actually consists only of the presi- 
dent, secretary and two Equity at- 
torneys. 


To that contention a_ circular 
signed by the president and execu- 
tive sets forth that the council itself 
is the real executive committee, since 
all matters are referred to that body. 
Circular sets forth the accomplish- 
ments of the same officers through 


the years starting with the 1919 
Strike. 


Third party people are also out 
with a circular somewhat critical of 
the regular ticket’s claims. Referring 
to the claim that ‘your president led 
the forces’ in the successful strike, 
it is commented: ‘It is true our pres- 
ident led us in that strike, but the 
President's name was Francis Wil- 
Son.’ Third party people counter, 

», against a ‘whispering campaign’ 
80ing around to the effect that Mr. 
Blunkal] is a Communist. Of course 
that is ridiculous..He fought Com- 
munism where he found it in the 
theatre or in the WPA. That is 
the very reason that the powers in 
the WPA are his bitterest enemies.’ 





Union Play Prizes 


International Ladies’ Garment 
t orkers’ Union educational commit- 
€e is offering two prizes, of $2,000 
&nd $1,000, for two full-length plays 
©n social subjects. 

Contest closes July 1. 





; Times Change 





Congressman Dr. WilKam I. 
Sirovich has changed his mind 
about the critics. That was 
indicated at the legit convention 
when he terminated his address 
by complimenting various indi- 
viduals of the theatre, ending 
by including ‘Those fine dra- 
matic critics, who mean well.’ 

Couple of years ago the Hon. 
Sirovich was for ‘rubbing them 
out’ and he asked the critics to 
come to Washington and appear 
before his committee. Most re- 
fused, some wanting to know if 
the trip would be on the cuff. 

Congressman is the author of 
several plays which were 
panned, 


‘Wonderful Time’ 
Salaries Upped 
For 29 Players 


Starting this week the salaries of 
most of the players _in ‘Having 
Wonderful Time,’ Lyceum, N. Y.. 
will be upped five to 10%, it was an- 
nounced to the cast by Bela Blau, 
associate producer of the comedy 
| presented by Marc Connelly. Salary 
| boost at the end of the season when 
business is on the decline and most 
attractions aim to cut salaries to op- 
erate on a summer basis, is one of 
the most unusual managerial moves 
in years. 

Production of ‘Time’ has been 
earned back in operation and the 
picture rights netted a goodly figure 
(actually $82,500). Connelly and 
Blau stated that they, therefore, de- 
cided to increase the salaries of those 
players in the moderate money 
brackets. Better paid people are not 
included in the increase, which goes 
to 29 out of the 37 people in the 
cast. Those benefited have been get- 
ting between $50 and $70 weekly, 
there being some mimimum salaried 
people at $40 and $25 (juniors). 


It was figured show could reduce 
salaries by $400. Boost to the pay- 
roll will amount to $200 weekly, so 
that the management anticipates 
paying the players $600 weekly 
more than would be required dur- 
ing the expected summer holdover, 
providing business continues on @ 
profitable basis. 


LEGIT CONVENTION 
RUN AT A PROFIT 


The legitimate theatre convention 
in New York more than paid the 
cost of the four days’ sessions at 
the Astor hotel, the luncheons and 
midnight supper. It was first figured 
that the meet would go into the red 
but $4,000 was received from 400 
delegates who paid $10 each, in ad- 
dition to which the program netted 
$2,500. Added receipts came from 
others who attended the luncheons 
at one dollar each, plus extra guests 
who attended the supper, there be- 
ing 625 at the final event. Total 
takings were estimated at more than 
$7,500. 




















Council, which sponsored the con- 
vention, will go ahead, its actual for- 
mation being regarded as a cer- 
tainty. One of the first steps, when 
permanent officers are chosen, will 
motion manager. First, however, 
be adopted, probably after revisions, 
Temporary board is expected to 
meet this week to consider the re- 





sults of the convention and agree 
ion further procedure. 


» 


probably be the naming of a pro-| 


the ATC constitution will have to} 


COUP CONSIDERS 
FINANCING SHOWS 


N. Y. Corporation, If and 
When Formed, Will Co- 
Operate With Solvent and 
Responsible Producers 
Only—Is Surveying Situ- 
ation and Accumulating 
Data 





NO STOCK SELLING 





By JACK PULASKI 


‘Legit producers may secure finan- 
cial support from sources never 
before hoped for, as the result of 
the convention held in New York 
last week. Unknown to anyone pres- 
ent at the sessions a plan is being 
considered by men dutside of show 
business for the formation of a cor- 
poration with that specific purpose 
in yiew. If materializing, it will be 
a bolt out of the blue for legit. 

The head of a midtown bank at- 
tended the convention and observed 
closely. He was most interested in 
the statements that the cardinal 
problem of show business is financial 
backing. This banker started asking 
questions from informed sources not 
participating in convention activi- 
ties. When his proposition was 
made the banker was told to get 
figures, to be arrived at after a care- 
ful survey. 

The proposal is that a group of 
business men or financiers form a 
backing corporation for the purpose 
of investing in legit productions, the 
manager to be charged 6% for the 
money plus a share in profits to be 
set later. It is not to be a stock sell- 
ing venture. 

When told that if Broadway's sea- 
son just over were balance-sheeted 
the red might put his idea into the 
discard, the banker was not dis- 
turbed, for he knew that several 
costly productions were destined to 
fail before openings. The survey, 
therefore, will not include all the 
shows which reached the boards. 

‘Good Business’ : 

The books of the bank, operated 
by the proposer, have given him the 
very definite idea that his plan is 
good business. Deposits of certain 
managers with hits tell that story. 
The backing unit which may have 
an investing fund between $500,000 
and $1,000,000 does not hide a plan 
to take over the legit, because it is 
recognized that successful producers 
are those with something on the ball 
as individuals and not to be massed. 

Banker's outline of his plan fully 
considers the picture value of plays. 
Any play getting the organization’s 
backing would be required to play 
at least three weeks, so that even if 
the show fails there would be a rea- 
sonable chance to earn back the red 
by film coin. 

That point has been over-empha- 
sized by any number of promoters 
who aimed to form similar finance 
companies, but always with an idea 
of selling stock to the public. All 
manner of data showing how much 
this hit and that got for the picture 
rights has been exhibited, also the 
alleged profits arrived at generally 
by guesswork. However, the pic- 
ture end is important in that set-up 
of the promised legitimate finance 
company. 

Hollywood Stance 

The claim that Hollywood’s with- 

drawal from backing Broadway will 


| not affect production is of distinctly 
| doubtful validity. 
The proposed American Theatre | 


There have been 
any number of shows backed during 
the past season by outside capital, 
but in nearly every instance for per- 
sonal reasons, not strictly business 
ventures, 

Although the proposer has enough 
banking figures to support his plan, 
producers will be asked to open their 
books. The survey may take three 
months or even double that time for 
the data will be verified before the 
plan is put up to the men expected 
to form the finance company. Sur- 
vey will cover the activities of pro- 
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Call Me Butch 


There were two congressmen 
in action at the legit convention 
on its final day at the Astor, 
N. Y., Thursday (27), Dr. Wil- 
liam I. Sirovich making an ad- 
dress early in the afternoon, 
while Emanuel Celler, also of 
N. Y., was in the chair at 
luncheon, making at least two 
bulls in the names of speakers 
he introduced. 

Celler, after mentioning some 


of Owen Davis’ plays, intro- 
duced the dramatist as Owen 
Wister. He referred to M. H. 


Aylesworth as Miles, instead of 
Merlin, 











Cochran-Shubert 
Production Deal 


For London, N. Y. 


London, June 1. 

On a last minute decision Charles 
B. Cochran sailed for the U. S. last 
week in company with J. J. Shubert. 
A deal has been arranged between 
Cochran and the Shuberts, whereby 
the latter will produce in New 
York two Cochran productions, 
‘Home and Beauty’ and ‘Paganini.’ 
And, as reciprocity, Cochran will 
stage in London some of the 
Shubert shows. 

It is understood the London pro- 
ductions will be partly financed by 
the Shuberts. First of the projects 
here will be ‘The Show Is On,’ set 
for Fall opening in the West End. 

‘Show’ will restore Beatrice Lillie 
to London after several years’ ab- 
sence, 


‘GREAT WALTZ’ OPENS 
ST. L. OPERA SEASON 


St. Louis, June 1. 

Municipal Opera’ season opens 
this week with ‘Great Waltz’ as the 
Starter of the 12-show stretch. Rest, 
in order, will be ‘Fortune Teller,’ 
‘Music in the Air, ‘Louis XIV,’ 
‘Mikado,’ ‘Salute to Spring,’ ‘Prince 
of Pilsen,’ ‘Bartered Bride,’ ‘Pink 
Lady,’ ‘Robin Hood,’ ‘Babes in Toy- 
land,’ ‘Wild Violets.’ 

‘Spring’ will have its worid pre- 
miere here, while ‘Violets’ is getting 
its introduction to this country dur- 
ing the St. Louis summer season, 


Yokel Huddles Foote 
On ‘Tom Cat’ for B’way 


Hollywood, June 1. 

John Taintor Foote, currently ful- 
filling a writing pact at Metro, is con- 
ferring this week with Alex Yokel 
on production plans for Foote’s new 
play, ‘Tom Cat,’ slated for fall stag- 
ing on Broadway. 

Author is scripting ‘Girl of the 
Golden West’ as a starrer for Jean- 














of seasons. 

When and if formed, the company 
will make its investments selective 
and will probably have its own ad- 
visers, recruited from show business 
to pass on each production. Plan is 
to provide funds for producers with 
reputations for intelligent presenta- 
tions. It will not provide a good 
thing for sharpshooters, but will not 
necessarily shut out from support 
the newer showmen. 


but it is the first time for banks to 
figure on. participation. Leading 


of a company to finance production 
several years ago and the public was 
to be let in, but the idea suddenly 





dissolved. 





ducers with hit records over a series 





The proposal is not entirely new| work may not ‘come out. 


| 








New Amsterdam's Passing to Films 
Leaves 42d St. Without a Legiter 


The New Amsterdam, one of Broad- 
way’s noted theatres, has been sold 
to picture While it vir- 
tually passes as the last legit stand 
on the one-time famous 42nd street 
show block, the new owners siate 
that legit will have the first call for 
bookings. If the New Amsterdam 
takes on a picture policy, however, 
it will probably blast the hopes of 
showmen and banking interests to 
re-install legit on the block. 

Selling price was $1,500,000. At 
one time the late A. L. Erlanger re- 
fused to sell the property for $3,- 
000,000 cash. In addition to the the- 
atre proper there is an office build- 
ing on the 42nd street side, site run- 
ning through to 41st street, also a 
roof theatre (formerly used for Zieg- 
feld’s ‘Midnight Frolics’) which has 
been devoted to radio broadcasts for 
several seasons. 


New Amsterdam was owned by 
the Dry Dock Savings bank. It was 
dark most of the past season, but the 
bank several times announced that 
it would take the loss, expecting an 
upturn in realty values. When the 
cash was put on the line, however, 
and the conditions agreed to, Dry 
Dock decided to let the house go, 
having a substantial profit over its 
cquity. Theatre was part of the Er- 
langer estate and for a time was op- 
erated under a ‘mortga%co in pos- 
sessions’ arrangement. Failure to pay 
over the interest charges finally led 
to the bank foreclosing. 


interests. 


New Owner 


Max A. Cohen, who has operaicd 
several theatres on the block wih 
grind pictures, is the new owner end 
probably has a syndicate associaied 
with him. Cohen started with Wal- 
lack’s, first 42nd street house to go 
on grind. He is now running the 
Selwyn and Harris, also the Cohan 
on . Broadway. Understood = that 
Cohen has cleaned up with the tvio. 


Sale conditions called for paying 
$500,000 in cash, the money be ‘ng 
posted. Dry Dock has arranged a 
mortgage of $1,000,000, with the st.p- 
ulation that if burlesque is ever p-e- 
sented in the New Amsterdam, the 
mortgage would become due autoe 
matically and ouster proceedings imn- 
mediately started. Bank has insisicd 
all along that only under such re- 
striction would a sale be considercd, 
Since burlesque has been ruled cut 
of New York, it is doubtful if such 
a policy was considered by the pur- 
chaser, who is slated to take poss 2s- 
sion July 1, 


If pictures are to be exhibited in 
the house it is likely not to be along 
grind policy lines, since the purchs:se 
price would hardly permit pro. it- 
able operation of the ‘house benu- 
tiful,” which made fortunes in the 
heyday of Klaw & Erlanszer, Un- 
derstood the new owner is figuring 
on a summer attraction, but the decal 
is not set. 

Dry Dock took over four theatres 
under foreclosure and attempted to 
operate all. It sold the Selwyn snd 
Vanderbilt this season and now has 
only the National on its hands. 





ette MacDonald and Nelson Eddy. ‘Max Anderson’s Play 


Plans Are Still Indefinite 


Story in the dailies that he will 
do only one play next season is 
‘unauthorized,’ according to Max- 
well Anderson. Author is now 
working on a new play, but he 
would not reveal it’s nature, other 
than to say it is a poetic drama. 

May do another when present one 
is finished, he said, but nothing is 
set. Possible that even the present 
he ine 
timated. Playwright was rererted 
previously to be contemplating a 


producers announced the formation | modern comedy for jJurvess Mere- 


dith, currently featured in Annere 

son's ‘High Tor,’ at the Martin Beck, 
Y. Meredith play is sitll vague 

though author would like to do it 
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| Legit Theatre 


Convention | 





(Continyed from page 52) 
the convention could have the same 
results. 

Morris Ernst, an attorney well 
known ito show people, issued a 
sharp warning that because the one 
man censorship bill (Dunnigan) 
was vetoed, should not put show- 
men asleep to the present laws on 
the matter, for ‘we have one of the 
most pernicious censorships ever 
known.’ He hammered Paul Moss, 
license commissioner, whom he said 
could stop any 
by refusing to re-issue the theatre 
license. Attorney pointed out that 
by holding up a license and forcing 
the manager to resort to the courts, 
it might take a year to settle the 
case, by which time the manager 
would be broke. 


He charged that Moss ‘thinks his 
judgment better than a jury. There 
are cops acting as censors in night 
clubs,’ his contention being that the 
commissioner’s power is an increas- 
ing peril, and what is done in New 
York will have repercussions in 
other cities. He regarded the pres- 


ent system as resulting in a strange | 


censorship situation. He attacked the 
closing of the burlesque houses 
without actually mentioning the type 
of show but claiming that one 
man’s idea of what is indecent 
might easily be proven okay by 
another. 
Prices Too High 

Ernst also told the conventionites 
that prices in the legit theatre are 
too high and must come down to in- 
crease the consumption of American 
audiences. Fault of the $3.30 scale he 
blamed on antiquated fire laws, kept 
in force by ill-advised owners of 
equities in theatres. Lawyer said it 
was all right for picture theatres and 
even churches to build 40 stories 
over auditoriums and the same should 
apply to the legit. It would then be 
quite possible to make the top price 
$2 or less, insisting the basic price 
must come down. In the new theatre 
buildings to come, he envisioned 
parking space under the theatres’ 
street level. 


Owen Davis whose first produced 
play was put on 40 years ago, spoke 
of old plays and former standouts 
which he recently read over, un- 
moved. ‘The greatest change in play- 
writing is the change in audiences,’ 
Davis commented, ‘Some authors can 
write first and second acts but only 
audiences can write the last act. A 
man who has written a silly play, 
was a silly man when he wrote it.’ 
Author said he was once a profes- 
sional football coach, also a stage 
super. 

Congressman William I. Sirovich 
addressed the final afternoon session 
in a typically political manner. In 
an intense way he took -over the 
topic of the Federal Theatre Project 
and referred to the ‘great work of 
Hallie Flanagan,’ national director of 
the WPA relief theatre activities, 
who is ambitious of establishing a 
national theatre on the basis of the 
WPA. Dr. Sirovich declared: ‘We 
shall subsidize the living drama,’ 
which is Mrs. Flanagan’s aim. Con- 
#ressman mentioned he had witnessed 
the squandering of millions of the 
public funds in projects less worthy. 

That the WPA figured in the con- 
vention designed to help show busi- 
ness and especially the road, was a 

surprise. There were a flock of WPA 
workers on hand at all sessions and 
when Mrs. Flanagan was introduced 
during an afternoon given to odds 
and ends, those on her payroll ap- 
plauded vigorously. She started by 
saying that hundreds of FTP actors 
are on strike—a one day walk-out 
last Thursday (27) in protest be- 
cause they may be dismissed and 
“forced back to destitution, charity or 
home relief.’ 

Barrett H. Clark, vice-chairman of 
the National Council on Freedom 
from Censorship, appealed for more 
controversy in the theatre. In ref- 
erence to the dispute about the 
critics, he said, ‘Brock Pemberton 
plaintively urged that the reviewers 
lay off those plays that are presum- 
ably sure to displease them, in order 
that the public may patronize them 
before learning why the reviewers 
weren't invited. 

‘This preposterous suggestion was 


. brought forward, mind you, not on 


behalf of experimental or revolu- 
tionary works by ambitious young 
trail-blazers, but by unpretentious 
trifles. Could commercialism pos- 
sibly devise a more subtle form of 
censorship, a more fruitless defense 
of what is presumably not worth de- 


fending? 


‘Our dramatic literature will stand 
or fall not on the success or failure 
of any plan for reviving the road, or 


show he wanted to} 


bringing back the audience, of re- | 
|storing the glamour of the old. In 
| the palmiest days of the American 
‘theatre we had 2,500 professional 
istages, but not one first-class play- 
| wright. 

| ‘In bringing back the theatre of old 
would you turn back the clock to 
ithose happy days when everything | 








| Was rosy, would you exchange the | 
best American plays of the last 17 
lyears (or the best of any one of 
| those years) for all the plays of the 
19th century put together? Pre- 
| cisely at the moment when the 
American theatre has reached its 
llowest level (which is always the 
| present), we Americans must realize 
ithat in the last few years we have 
turned out, and are still turning out, | 
the finest plays in the world. The}; 


best written, the most courageous, 
‘the most highly imaginative, tne 
most varied and exciting and origi- 
nal. There are even some Pulitzer 
Prize plays that could stand up, ar- 
tistically, with the old-time master- 
pieces. 
Difficulties 





‘It seems hardly open to argument, 
then, that our drama thrives on diffi- 
culties: competitive, economic, so- 
cial. The great point is that it 
thrives—in spite of those awful 
critics, and the unions, and films, and 
the occasional onslaught of church 
and state.’ 


What managers and box office men 
appeared to think one of the most 
valuable suggestions offered during 
the entire convention was that of 
George J. Lyons, of the Bell Tele- 
phone Company of New York. 
Speaker revealed that through inade- 
quate switchboard facilities at the 
box office, callers at one Broadway 
theatre received upward of 700 busy 
signals a day. He suggested wider 
use of the telephone company’s fa- 
cilities and advice, trained persons to 
handle telephone orders, a ticket de- 
livery service. 

Charles Washburn spoke on press 
agentry. He was present, he said, to 
‘squelch the report that we sleep 
late. He had prepared a speech, he 
revealed, and had rehearsed it on the 
bus driver on the way: to the meet- 
ing. Quoted hte driver as saying that 
he'd often wondered what Washburn 
did for a living, now he knew—the 
p.a. went around making speeches. 
Speaker called press agents the 
mystery of show business. Said they 
are an enigma to producers, friends 
of newspaper men and a bother to 
bartenders. ‘We work for the pa- 
pers, but the producers pay us,’ he 
remarked, adding, ‘it’s pretty decent 
of them, considering.’ Washburn also 
declared he’d always thought nobody 
cared about press agents, but that 
he’d recently discovered that Milton 
Shubert carries the picture of one 
in his wallet—‘but it’s not me,’ he 
added, ‘I hear it’s Joe Flynn.’ 
Washburn Sez 


Referring to the proposal to bar 
critics from some shows, Washburn 
called it baloney—a waste of good 
hamburger, time and print. ‘The pa- 
pers are on our side and the critics 
want the theatre to live,’ he said. 

Florence Reed proposed regular 
tryout theatres in the smaller road 
towns. John Pollock explained his 
experiences and ideas gleaned from 
a full season ahead of the ‘Great 
Waltz. Arthur Kober, author of 
‘Having a Wonderful Time,’ suggest- 
ed that the theatre sign up all the 
‘Hollywood-failures,, who seem al- 
ways to make good in the stage me- 
dium. Sidney Howard declared that 
the absence of Hollywood financing 
of Broadway plays had not affected 
the number of productions and said 
something must be done about the 
play famine. Paul Green spoke 
about art in playwrighting. J. How- 
ard Reber, Philadelphia attorney, 
spoke on road conditions that had 
virtually killed his city as a theatri- 
cal center. 

Nearly all the speakers went on 
talking much too long. Many had} 
very little in the way of constructive, | 
concrete, useful ideas to suggest. And | 
even those who had tended to ex- 
haust the audience by continuing to 
explain for long, weary minutes after 
they had made their point. Many of 
the delegates and spectators wan- 


What a Memory! 


Introduced as ‘the grand old 
man of the theatre,’ at last 
Thursday's (27) luncheon of the 
American Theatre Council con- 
vention, Daniel Frohman told 
about his first job in show busi- 
ness. 

He was an usher at the old 
John Street theatre, he ex- 
plained, and one night General 
Washington attended a .per- 
formance. 

‘I certainly appreciate the 
way you've treated me,” Froh- 
man quoted the General, ‘I 
want to get to bed early tonight 
as I have to cross the Delaware 
in the morning.’ 

Frohman will be 86 in August 














lative problems. He said one pending 


measure was what it called a Rube | 


Goldberg, it proposing that theatres 
have a system 
doors could open 
from a central switch. Lawyer went 
into the proposal to remove admis- 
sions taxes. He read a telegram from 


tion’s appeal to support the pending 
measure. In part it read: ‘While there 


revenue at this time. However, a 
hearing for showmen will be gladly 
granted.’ Speaker suggested the 
formation of a legislative committee 
by the American Theatre Council. 

A Coast WPA director suggested 
open air theatres in the west to be 
operated by government funds from 
April to November and a string of 
modern theatres from coast to coast 
similarly financed. George Freedley, 
of the New York Public Library, 
spoke of the theatre section and in- 
vited all departments of the legit to 
call upon the library for information, 
pictures and all manner of data filed 
there. 

Praises FTP Work 


Mrs. Flanagan said that the WPA 
shows had attracted 20,000,000 people 
to performances who had never 
been in the theatre before. She also 
claimed that 1,400 new plays had 
been put on in 28 states, a puzzling 
statement. ‘She added: ‘It is true we 
have many did and infirm actors on 
our lists but they are our responsi- 
bility until this group (convention) 
can work out some form of security 
for them.’ 

FTP head had a three point pro- 


gram for her outfit. First, develop- 
ment of youth in the theatre. Second, 
cycles of plays such as those of Shaw 
and O'Neill, plus the development of 
dance and other non-commercial 
theatres. Thirdly she invited pro- 
ducers to consider using the WPA 
houses as experimental theatres, in 
trying out new ideas in lighting, de- 
signing and soe forth. In that way she 
thinks the FTP will be of some 
value to the theatre as a whole. 


There were three WPA people 
put on the program by chairman 
Paul Turner before Paul Beisman of 
the St. Louis municipal opera com- 
pany was introduced. Speaker ex- 
plained the general set-up of the 
muny opera there and suggested that 
a similar venture would be estab- 
lished in New York similarly, 
financed by the sale of bonds. By 
that time only WPA people were on 
hand. ; 

William P. Farnsworth, aide to 
Mrs. Flanagan, did not mention the 
Federal theatre. He urged joint action 
of labor and management in the 
legitimate theatre. Farnsworth men- 
tioned the legit code of which he was 
administrator after Sol Rosenblatt, 
as being the only code in which the 
management and labor had a 50-50 
share. He mentioned the defeat of 
the Dunnigan bill as a result of joint 
action+speakers mentioned the Dun- 
nigan bill at their peril, one woman 
saying she'd scream if the thing came 
up again. 


Elitch Gardens Opening 
With ‘Glory,’ June 12 


Denver, June 1. 








dered in and out, soon learning to! 
avoid the tiresome speakers. The 


rather than risk missing anything | 
important. One woman speaker who 
came forward to make an address! 
held up an alarm clock and promised 
to be brief. 
windiest of the session. 
Legislative Measures 

Milton R. Weinberger, counsel of 

the Theatre League, spoke of legis- 





press covering the affair, however, | 
generally had to sit through it all! 


Kenneth MacKenna will return 
this year as leading man at the 
Elitch Gardens theatre and Barbara 
Robbins will be leading lady The 


theatre will open on June 12 with | 


‘Reflected Glory.’ 
Others in the company are Ona 
Munson, Madeline Clive Minna 


She was one of the | Phillips, Helen Bonfils, Walter Gil- 


bert, Frank Jaquet, Philip Ober and 
James Spottswood. George Somnes 
is repeating as director and Brad 
Hutton will be stage manage 


whereby all exit | 
simultaneously | 


the chairman of the ways and means | 
committee in reply to the conven- | 


is great need for this legislation, it | 
does not seem possible to spare the | 
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"The Eternal Road’ earned $24,000 in operation up i 
the Manhattan O. H., N. Y., with the last six performances adding several 
thousands more, the total being inconsiderable im comparison to the enor. 
mous outlay and vast labor of presentation. 
posed resumption were the obligations piled up before the specta 


Three of the 40 backers of ‘Eternal Road’ were mos‘ 
the theatre. They are Maurice Levin of Hearn’s dept. store, Mor: is Strel- 
sin, head of an ad agency, and Morris Eisenman, retired head of a news- 
paper and publication distribution company. 
put in $75,000, the latter investing around $40,000 at various times. 

Plans for taking the biblical spec on the road are progressing, although 


the final week at 


} 


Real obstacle to the pro- 
'e finally 


1 eviden: around 


First two are said to have 


| the chances of relighting at the Manhattan are doubtful. 


Because of the growing criticism over his personal censoring of legit 
| shows, Mayor. S. Davis Wilson of Philadelphia, has privately informed 


local managers he will close no more plays. 
| ruling that all scripts must be submitted to his. Theatre Control Board in 
Quoted as saying managers are to use their own 


advance fdr approval. 


Also has relaxed his recent 


judgment, but has asked them not to ‘embarrass’ him. 


While every one of Wilson’s censorship forays against legit precipitated 


| a storm of criticism in Philly, his action several months ago in refusing 


the loudest yowls of protest. 


to allow ‘Mulatto’ to open after Martin Jones had gone to the expense of 
moving the production into town and putting ads in the dailies caused 





Paul Moss, N. Y. license commissioner, attended last Thursday (27) 


night’s supper and show, climaxing the American Theatre Council con- 
vention at the Astor hotel, N. Y. Was seated at the same table with 


Morris L. Ernst, attorney who was active in agitation leading to the 


recent defeat of the Dunnigan bill, 
censorship czar of the New York stage. 

Moss received considerable ribbing from tablemates and reporters, a 
photographer finally catching him unawares as he was being ‘interviewed’ 
regarding nudity at the supper and ‘show. 


the King’ as the house stood. 
There were over 150 standees. 
estimated close to $23,000. 


which would have set up Moss as 





At the final performance of ‘King Richard II,’ St. James, N. Y., Satur- 
day (29), Maurice Evans, English star,’ came before the curtain to thank 
American audiences for their support. 


The orchestra played ‘God Save 


Final week of record engagement was 





Steve Cochran, former manager of the National, Washington, D. C., who 
conducted stock there during the summer, is going in for strawhat presen- 
tation. First plan was to take over a farmhouse and establish it as a din- 
ing place in conjunction with the drama, but that is cut. 

He has made arrangements for a stock season of 10 weeks at the Uni- 
versity of Maryland, starting July 12. 





Convention's 11 Point Plan 





Board of directors of the Ameri- 
can Theatre Council adopted an 11- 
point program for the various groups 
of the theatre immediately following 
the final session of the convention 
last Thursday (27) at the Hotel As- 
tor, N. Y. The plans embody many 
of the proposals submitted by dele- 
gates and other speakers during the 
four days of speeches, Other recom- 
mendations, offered at the open dis- 
cussion just before the final session 
closed, will be considered later. 


As outlined by Frank Gillmore, 
president of Actors’ Equity Associa- 
tion and a member of the ATC board 
of directors, the program is as fol- 
lows: 

1. To hold another convention at 
his time next year or in connection 
with a theatre festival in the fall 
of 1938 in New York. And to hold 
an international convention the fol- 
lowing year, during the 1939 Worlds’ 
Fair in New York. 


2. To raise a fund of not less than 
$100,000 annually, the money to be 
obtained by assessing theatres, pro- 
ductions and possibly by special 
benefit performances, to promote the 
interests of each of the affiliated 
groups to help the theatre as a 
whole. 


3. To appoint sub-committees for 
further consideration of all impor- 
tant matters. 


4. To investigate the proposal for 
a general promotion manager (not 
a czar) for the theatre. 


5. To arrange for further subsi- 
dies for promising young — 
wrights, in addition to the five 
$1,000 fellowships offered by John 
Golden. 


6. To arrange for trial perform- 
ances for younger actors and di- 
rectors so they will have a chance 
to be seen by managers and casting 
directors. 

7. To arrange for the formation 
of a managerial pool to engage 
actors on a guaranteed annual sal- 
ary. 

8. To arrange a clearing house for 
financing plays. 

9. To arrange one early perform- 
ance a week, both in New York and 
important-road cities, for the con- 
venience of suburbanites, 

10. To investigate the following 
proposals: 

‘a) An easier method of ticket 
sales im New York and on the 








ATC Adopts Program of Future Procedure; 
Other Proposals to Be Investigated 


road, taking into consideration tel- 
ephone service, office courtesy and 
delivery of tickets. 


(b) Central air conditioning for 
groups of theatres. 


(ec) Promote improvements in 
sound amplifying for theatres. 


(d) Establishment of revival, 
children’s one-act play, rotary 
stock and experimental theatres, 


(e) Co-operation with the Fede 
eral Theatre and the government 


(f) Appointment of a commit- 
tee to promote favorable legisla- 
tion for theatres. 


11. To present an annual series of 
prizes in all branches of the thea- 
tre, for best plays, acting, directing 
and scenic design. 

Among the proposals submitted in 
the open meeting and to be con- 
sidered later were an offer by Mrs. 
Charles Archibald, of Los Angeles, 
of $500 for the best poetic drama, 
and a suggestion by delegates from 
Dallas that the ATC co-operate in 
discouraging untalented beginners 
from coming to New York to seek 
theatrical careers. Gillmore also said 
the directors had taken no action 
on various proposals in regard to 
‘that perennial problem, the critics 


—so we'll have something to discuss: 


at next year’s meeting.’ 


Skowhegan Opens With 
Rollo’s Oat’ Revival 


Skowhegan, Me., June 1. 

Governor Lewis O. Barrows, of 
Maine, attended the Lakewood the- 
atre’s opening at Skowhegan, Me. 
last Saturday night and saw Jessa- 
mine Newcombe in Clare Kummer’s 
‘Rollo’s Wild Oat,’ the 75th role she 
has acted with this popular summet 
theatre group. She has played here 
for six consecutive seasons. 

The play continues this week, with 
the first matinee on Saturday (5). 
Others in the cast incluie Sam 
Byrd, A. H. Van Buren, K.therine 
Meskil, Ralph Cullinan, Daj; Elliot. 
Ben Lackland, William David, Gor- 
don Euff, Winifred Law and Gran! 
Mills. 

Next week will see Ibsen’s “The 
Wild Duck,’ opening Monday ‘7 
night, starring Blanche Yurka. 
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22 SHOWS IN THE MONE 
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~ Dramatic Critics’ ’36-'37 Score 


menccuamnel + 


In the lightest legit season on 
record—90 B'way starters, not count- 
ing revivals—Bob .Caleman of the 
Mirror broke up the virtual dead- 
lock held on the No. 1 position by 
Gilbert Gabriel (American) and 
John Mason Brown (Post), romping 
off with the honors in VARIETY’S 
14th annual Critics’ Sweepstakes. It’s 
the first time a Mirror critic has 
top-ranked the first-string cuffo’ers 


for a full season, with Coleman’s ex- 
cellent .914 average also ranking as 
the third best in the 14 years Va- 


rirty has umdergone quarterly 
dizzy spells keeping tabs on the 
play-viewers. 

With 90 premieres, the drama 


prognosticators had what practically 
amounted to a vacation in °36-'37. It 
was the softest of snaps .and the 
second-stringers could just as well 
have been rented out for odd jobs, 
they had so few theatre seats to 
warm. And with all this time for 
reflection, the first-stringers must 
now be slightly embarrassed to find 
themselves trailing a confrere they 
haven't as yet officially recognized as 
the Mirror’s first-stringer. Walter 
Winchell, who opined on only three 
plays this past season, is the Mirror’s 
rep. in the Critics’ Circle; Coleman, 
who called the turn on 82 of the 90 
shows, hasn't been invited. He can 
now thumb his nose at the kiddies 
from across the r.r. tracks. 
Coleman’s .914 toppled Gabriel 
into second place by 16 percentage 
points, the American’s first-stringer, 
who viewed 79 starters, winding up 
with .898. Brown, who with Gabriel 
has monopolized first place nine out 
of the 14 annual box-scores, dropped 
to third with an .887 average on 71 


prognostications. This past season 
was Coleman’s second as _first- 
stringer; in °35-’°36 he wound up in 


fourth place, but apparently was 
only rehearsing. 

Atkinson (Times) is in the fourth 
slot with .847, Anderson’s (Journal) 
828 percentage placing him in fifth. 
Watis (Tribune), in his first season 
as successor to the late Percy Ham- 
mond, takes sixth position with .809. 
Lockridge (Sun) is seventh with 
.797; Gilbert (Telegram) eighth with 
691, and Mantle (News) watched 
‘em all go by with .609, to repeat 
in the cellar. 


More Goose-Eggs 


Though the number of shows de- 
creased in comparison to the pre- 
vious season’s 99, the first-stringers’ 
no-opinion average went up in ’36- 
37. Last year the boys in toto failed 
to make up their minds on only 12 
shows; this year they side-stepped 
the issue on 17. Gilbert, with five, 
was top no-opinioner; Lockridge was 
second with four; Atkinson and 
Watts each ducked three times, while 
Coleman feinted twice. 

Atkinson, on a vacash, missed the 
first 13 shows of the season, while 
Brown, later on, skipped almost the 
Same amount. 

Variety, led by Jack Pulaski, 
wound up behind the eight ball for 
the second year in succession, the 
combined batting average of the 
muggs not bettering 900, 14 points 
behind Coleman, the critic beauti- 
ful. Either Ibee, who sees more 
legit lobbies yearly than any of the 
other muggs, will have to grow side- 
burns, or else VARIETY will have to 
look for a scorekeeper who didn’t 
get past the second grade in gram- 
mar schoo]. Present one‘s mathe- 


matics have improved, and_ the 
sheet’s own average sadly reflects 
this, 


But the muggs can take a econ- 
solation prize; their .900 percentage 
'S a combined one and that is plenty 
to overshadow the combined aver- 
age of the nine first-stringers, which 
is £809. Variety caught 90 shows, 
being right 81 times, wrong nine 
times, and scoring nary a no-opinion. 
Pulaski ,if scored so, would be the 
top man all around with an average 
of 938 having tagged 46 shows cor- 
rectiv® against three wrongs, but he 


takés “ne rap along with the other 
muggs, 





.. ‘The Ivory Fan’—drama by Gustav 
scksiein bought by Katharine Cor- 
nell for possible use on her contem- 





Hollywood Buys 


Shows of ’36-'37 purchased 
by film companies, with buye1 
and approximate prices paid: 
‘You Can’t Take It 

With You’ (Col) $200,000 
‘White Horse Inn’ 

(Warners) *170,000 
‘Tovarich’ (Warners). *140.000 
‘Stage Door’ (RKO) .. 130.000 
‘Excursion’ (Metro).. 125,000 
‘The Women’ (Max 

Gordon - Harry 

|) ee ain ona ee 125.000 
‘Yes, My Darling 

Daughter’ (Warners) 110,000 
‘Having Wonderful 

Time’ (REO) ...;. 82.500 
‘Amazing Dr. Clitter- 

house’ (Laemmle) .. 55,000 
‘Night Must Fall’ Me- 

ROOee reGewe ress scans 40.000 
‘Spring Dance’ (Metro) 25,000 
‘Swing Your’ Lady’ 

(Warners) .... 25.000 
‘Double Dummy’ (Me- 

BOGS Sh cicce ae 15.000 
‘Miss Quis’ (Col). Pons, 10,000 
‘House in the Country’ 

CEERI oe 62 654 eed s 10,000 
‘Chalked Out’ (War- 

SED ioc ces sd caeesas 7,500 
‘Without Warning’ 

CHPSTUOPE?- 6.6sant es 2,000 


$1,271,500 


Preductions of Other Seasons 
Purchased During °'36-'37 


‘Boy Meets Girl’ (War- 


NS Wy siesta 54 $175,000 

‘Idiot's Delight’ ‘(Me- 
era 125.000 
‘First Lady’ (Metro).. 75,000 

‘On Your Toes’ (War- 
| er 50.000 
‘Yellow Jack’ (Metro) 20.000 
‘Lost Horizon’ (Metro) 15,000 
‘Jezebel’ (Warners)... 10,000 

‘Moon Over Mulberry 
Street’ (Blackstone) 1,000 
$481,000 


Grand total.... . .$1,752,500 


*Both these deals were pe- 
culiar, and figures are esti- 
mates. In consideration for the 


privilege of paying $100,000 for 
‘Tovarich, WB_ agreed to 
finance production of ‘Clitter- 
house’ and ‘Promise.’ Loss on 
this duo was approximately 
$40,000. Same company is said 
to have secured ‘White Horse 


Inv’ film rights gratis for 
financing legit production, loss 
on which was estimated at 
$170,000. 














blated world tour. 


BARRYMORE’S ‘HAMLET’ 
FOR H'WOOD IN SEPT. 


Hollywood, June 1. 
John Barrymore will play ‘Ham- 
let? in the Hollywood Bowl in Sep- 
tember and later will go on tour. 








| plays 





14 HITS AND 


ELOPO IN do a7 


Eight Moderate Successes— 
Producers Bat .244 for the 
Seascn — Hollywood 
Backed 13 Plays, Bought 
17—Also 8 of Past Sea- 


sons—Total of $1,752,500 


Paid 


—_———_s 


ONLY 90 SHOWS 


Although, for the second consecu- 
tive year, the tonnage of legit pro- 
ductions on Broadway underwent a 
downward dip, the season, officially 
known as ’36-'37, can lift its head 
with satisfaction, for it made a 
praiseworthy record. And this is in 
spite of the fact that there were 
fewer shows than even the record 
low (99) of a year ago. 

In all, there were 90 productions 


of varying shapes and sizes offered | 
to New York audiences during the | 


season just concluded, and of these 
there were exactly 14 shows in the 
definite click class, as compared to 
15 in '35-’36. Statistics reveal that 
eight additional attractions can be 
classified in the moderate success 
bracket, as against 11 a season ago. 


All things considered, this is a satis- | 


factory average of success at the b.o. 
Two seasons ago, out of a total of 
120 productions, the hit ratio was 
practically the same, 

There were in all 68 plays and 
musicals tenanting the flopperoo 
class, compared to 70 during °35-'36, 
these ranging from much-anticipated 
that failed to run, down to 
such dire mishaps as ‘Timber House’ 
and ‘Money-Mad’ (‘Bet Your Life’), 
which passec from the Broadway 
scene after a single performance 
each, 

In many ways it was a normal, in- 
vigorating season, with most of the | 




















Hollywood-Backed 


Shows of ’'36-'37 produced 
wholly or in part by Holly- 
wood money, with individual 


backers listed along with stu- 
dios to which they are at- 
tached: 
METRO 
‘Night Must Fall’* 
‘St. Helena’ 
PARAMOUNT 
Hot and Blue’ 
WARNER BROS. 
‘Swing Your Lady’* 
‘Sweet River’ 
‘Brother Rat’ 
‘White Horse Inn‘* 
‘Young Mme. Conti’ 
‘Promise’ 
‘Amazing Dr. Clitterhouse’ 
JOCK WHITNEY 
‘Johnny Johnson’ 
‘200 Were Chosen’ 
‘Babes in Arms’ 
*(Bought by companies which 
financed.) 


‘Red, 











Thornton Wilder Adapts 
Ibsen’s ‘Doll’s House’ 


_ For Central City, Colo. 





Denver, June 1. 

Thornton Wilder, novelist, has 
written the adaptation of Isben’s ‘The 
Doll's House,’ to be used at the Cen- 
| tral City play festival from July 17 
to Aug. 7. Wilder has brought the 
action up to date, and has applied it 
to marriage problems as they 
day. 
| Wilder will attend the Central City 
| festival if his lecture dates will per- 
| mit. 
| Plans call for producing the play 
| in New York this winter. Sets used 
| at Central City will be remodeled to 
| fit the stage in N. Y., and the cos- 
tumes will answer for both produc- 


first-string managers putting their | tions. 


best foot forward at frequent inter- 


vals in keeping step with the times | showing begin in N. Y. this month, | hands’ 


and audience demands. Some of 
them found the going hard, but 
through with a hit or 


two to 


Rehearsals for the Central 


| with Jed Harris in charge. Ruth 


xordon will be starred in the play 
most of the major producers came | 


which Richard S. Aldrich is 
| ducing. 


pro- 


brighten the incandescent pathways. | 


DENVER FTP ADDING TO 


Picture Coin 


Due to the rules of the Dramatists’ 
Guild pact with the managers, there 
were comparatively few Holly wood- 
backed productions, as compared 
to the °35-'36 campaign. Those at- 
tractions that did avail themselves 
of film bankrolls did so principally 
because they had been contracted 
previous to the signing of the non- 
Hollywood coin papers. Metro put 


ATS PERSONNEL IN FALL 


City | 


FIP Workers Stage One-Day Strike 
Despite Unions’ Advice Not to Walk 


7 eee 





Stage unions, with one exception, 
opposed the strike of WPA 
theatre and other relief groups 
New York last Thursday 


was 


one-day 
in 
(27). There 


considerable feeling aroused 


when Hallie Flanagan, national di- 
rector of the Federal Theatre Proj- 
ect, gave her full support to the 
strikers who demonstrated in pro- 


test to anticipated cutting down in 


personnel, which would come if the 


bill is 
the White 
legislation would cut last year’s $3,- 
000,000 appropriation in half. 

Equity had warned its members in 
WPA not to join in the demonstra- 
tion, holding to its resolution that 
no actor could strike without orders 
from the council. As far as known 
all Equityites entered theatres and 
signed in for duty but thcre were 
no performances in the four WPA 
houses in the Broadway zone. 

Equity, along with the other 
unions, save the musicians, agreed 
that there was too much at stake for 
its people on the Federal theatre re- 
lief rolls to risk antagonizing Wash- 
ington. Actors were informed that 
disobedience might lead to disciplin- 
ary measures, probably in the way 
of heavy fines. 

When it was known that local 802 
of the musicians union had ordered 
its WPA people to sit down, the 
other unions huddled and. tele- 
graphed Joseph N. Weber, president 
of the American Federation of Mu- 
sicians, who was in Cincinnati. Wire 


new appropriation adopted. 


Sponsored by House, the 


| read: 
are to-| 


‘Affiliated theatrical crafts of the 
AFL protest the action of local 802 
in endorsing the WPA strike at a 


| time when stagehands, IA members, 





Equity, AFA (vaudeville union), 
scenic artists, wardrobe mistresses 
and designers all ordered members 
to stay on job. Urgently request 
you to countermand order given by 
802 and maintain AFL solidarity.’ 
Message was signed by Frank Gill- 
more (Equity), Vincent Jacobi (stage 
local), Ralph Whitehead 
(AFA), Mrs. E. Keating (wardrobe) 
and James J. Brennan (IA). 

Box office force was on hand at 
each theatre and refunds were made 
when requested. One or two attrac- 
tions had theatre parties which were 
deferred. Two shows required pit 
music but the others failed to ring 
up anyway. Thousands picketed 
WPA headquarters at Columbus 
avenue and 62nd _ street, milling 
around the block throughout the 


| day. 


Theatre project headquarters at 


, the Chanin building, East 42nd street, 


Denver, June 1. 
Ten actors will be added to the 
Denver unit of the WPA theatre | 
| project for the fall season, starting 
Aug. 1. The unit this fall and win- | 
ter will produce one show a month 


up the money for ‘Night Must Fall’ | 


and ‘St. Heiena,’ two of the better 
failures; Paramount backed ‘Red, 
Hot and Blue,’ and that venture- 


some socialite, John Hay Whitney. | 


comparative neweomer among 
cinema magnates, had more than a 
passing financial interest in three 


' shows: ‘Johnny Johnson,’ ‘200 Were 
Chosen’ and the current ‘Babes in 
Arm...’ Warner Bros., most prolific 


L. E. Behymer is managing the | 


venture. 





Ray Henderson Starts 
World Tour on June 10 


Ray Henderson, p.a. and personal 
representative of Katharine Cornell. 


quits New York June 10 on a world | 


cruise as advance man to determine 
the feasibility of a world-wide tour 
by the actress. He goes to Los 
Angeles first, 
June. 23. 
Henderson will check on the avail- 
able theatres, determine cities where 
they can be obtained to offer draw- 


ing possibilitics and look after other 
details in conneciion with the con- 
templated tour. Attitude of Miss 
Cornell is inat a world trip would 
be beneficial to her ond a boost for | 


the legitimate theatre. 


among Coast benefactois, financed 


entirely or in part seven produc- | 
‘tions: ‘Swing Your Lady,’ ‘Sweet 
River’ and ‘Brother’ Rat,’ with 


'and Rowland Stebbins: 


sailing from there -on | 


George Abbott; 
in partnership with the Rockefellers, 
‘Young Ma- 
dame Conti,’ ‘Promise’ and ‘The 
Amazing Dr. Clitterhouse.’ It is, 
perhaps, interesting to note that. 
among these _ film-backed 
as a picture by Metro; 
Inn’ are to be filmed by Warners. 
and ‘Dr. Clitterhouse’ has _ been 
bought by Carl Laemmle, Jr. Holly- 
wood-financed productions a season 


ago numbered 26. There were just 
half that number this year. 

In the matter of film firms ac- 
quiring Broadway attractions in. the 
open market this season far ex- 
ceeded its immediate predecessor. 
seeming to prove some of the argu- 
ments of the dramatists when they 


‘Continued on page 56) 


; ‘ : | Newspaper 
White Horse Inn, | open the fall season if it is completed | 


instead of two as they did the past 
season. 

Plans for the summer include the 
staging of ‘Elektra’ in the Greek 
outdoor theatre in Civic Center. No 
admission would be charged and the 
production would be staged on the 
four Saturday nights in July at 11 
p. m. The late hour is being con- 
sidered to eliminate traffic noise. 
The last play of the present season 
will be ‘Rachel's Man.’ 

‘Sugar,’ a living newspaper pro- 
duction now 
Guild 


of Denver, will 


jin time. On the schedule for the 
winter are 
the Dead,’ ‘Heartbreak 
either ‘Anna Christie’ 
out End.’ 


Current Road Shows 


(Week of May 31) 

‘Brother Rat,’ Met 
Seattle, June 3-4-5, 

‘Dead End,’ Curran, 


ciseo 


House’ and 
or ‘Days With- 


shows, , 
Night Must Fall’ has already been | 
| released 
‘Swing Your Lady’ and ‘White Horse | 


ropolitan, 
San Fran- 


Katharine Cornell Repertory, 
Grand Opera House, Chicago. 

‘Idiot's Delight’ ‘Lunt and 
Fontanne), Biltmore, Los An- 
veles 

‘You Can't Take It With You,’ 
Harris, Chicago. 


in preparation b he | : 
ap 7 & |cinity by 


| that 


‘Waiting for Lefty,’ ‘Bury | 


was not picketed, strikers being told 
if such a demonstration oc- 
cured the project would be dispos- 
sessed. That is so stipulated in the 
lease. 


‘ROAD’ SHOWBOAT 
PROJECT DELAYED 


Chicago, June 1. 

Attempt to launch a repeat show- 
ing of ‘Tobacco Road’ in this vie 
using the Dixiana showe- 
boat and parking it on Lake Michi- 
gan at nearby Michigan City ran 
into considerable difficulty last 
week. In the first’ place the show- 





; boat keeled over while being towed 


, take some 


to its new parking place and it will 
time to right the vessel 
and pump the water out. 


However, it’s agreed much dame 
age has been done to the venture 
due to keel-over story breaking in 


the dailies and figured to make a 
number of persons skittish about 
etting foot on the boat. 


In addition, reports from Michie 
gan City are that ‘Road’ will be 
| banned there also, with the city 
authorities tending to agree with 


Mayor Ed Kelly's original nix on the 


drama. In that event the showboat 
will ride up toward Evanston or 
Winnetka. where it is hoped the city 


fathers will be more lenient. 
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the play, and 20 years later the show 
was still being revived now and 
then. Reversing the present-day gag 
about the rarity of white horses, it 
was not the nags which got the at- 
tention. 

It remained the outstanding vis- 
val thriller of a decade. Then Jar- 
rett & Palmer produced at Niblo’s 
Garden, New York, their version of 
‘The Black Crook.’ The premiere 
was held on a Saturday night and 
half the Sunday papers, not to men- 
tion a score of ministers, thundered 
denunciations the next morning. It 
was the original instance of the 
church diatribes helping the box of- 
fice—and how it helped! 

The ‘Crook’ was not in itself much 
of a show,’ an elemental fairy story 
recited in doggerel verse. When it 
was revived at the N. Y. Academy 
of Music in the early 90’s it was 
voted dull and tiresome, and busi- 
ness was away Off, though the time- 
worn story had been successful on a 
dozen earlier repeats. 


It wasn’t the talk, but the tights 
that gained ‘Crook’ its fame, and not 
so much the tights as the area of 
exposure, Trunks were cut to what 
was then regarded as a minimum, 
dropping but little below the curve 
of the hips, and even the ballet 
dancers shortened their _ skirts, 
(which then were supposed to fall 
well below the knees), and also 
shortened their trunks. New York- 
ers shared shocked gasps with the 
hinterlanders, but the ‘Crook’ made 
a pot of money, and paved the way 
for Lydia Thompson and her British 
Blondes. 


The blondes were unconventional 
as to exposure, and they played in a 
series of rather logy burlesques that 
were entertaining simply because 
there were no others with which 
they might be compared. 


When the Thompson troupe went 
back home it left the country fairly 
strewn with British Blonde organ- 
izations, generally proffered as female 
minstrels, the outstanders being the 
Mme. Rentz outfif, later to become 
familiar to burlesque as the Rentz- 
Santley. 

Enter the Swing 


Most of these troupes featured the 
‘swinging first part,’ the usual 
minstrel opening with girls in swings. 
They could be projected out over the 
audience with the skirts fluttering in 
the breezes of their own creation. 

This idea had been borrowed from 
the beer gardens which, in turn, had 
taken it from the brothels of Mercer 
and Greene streets, paralleling the 
then theatre district along Broadway 
around Prince street. Old timers will 
recall that the testimony at the Thaw 
trial brought out the fact that Stan- 
ford White had a swing in the den he 
maintained in 24th street. The swings 
grew passe in time, chiefly because 
Ida Siddons and her father evolved a 
smarter type of performance which 
eventually led to the standard bur- 
lesque form. They had the idea to 
themselves for a couple of seasons 
and made such a tremendous cleanup 
that most of the traveling vaudeville 
troupes weni to the same idea. 

By this time the idea was spread- 
ing out and about 1892 there came to 
the Casino roof garden a presenta- 
tion of golden statues in which the 
costuming was chiefly gold paint. 
There was a police raid and the 
ingenious defense that the coating of 
gold powder and vaseline was a 
certain number of thousandths of an 
inch thicker than silk tights. But the 
judge did not have his micrometer 
with him and New York did not see 
gold statues again until Ernst Brengk 
did them for the William Morris- 
Felix Isman venture in 1907. 

Of happier fate were the living 
pictures designed by Edouard Kil- 
lanyi and first presented in London. 
They were brought to America to 
bolster Ed. E. Rice's ‘1492’ at the 
Garden theatre, in the old Madison 
Square Garden. Most of these were 
draped poses, but still showing plenty 
of shape. The girls wore full-length 
lights which buttoned up the front 
or down the back according to the 
requirements of the pose. They were 
splendidly lighted, and overnight be- 
came a craze. Next season every 
burlesque show in the country pre- 
sented living pictures, with the girls 
in cotton instead of silk, and with- 
out presentation values. Most of 
these shows dropped the idea the 
second year, but Sam T. Jack added 
the living pictures to his other trade 
mark, the French can-can dancers. 


The Glypterama 
Killanyi devoted his time to his 


Glyptorama, which differed from the 
Carlier presentation in that the pic- 





tures were shown panorama fashicn, 
a line of cars moving across the 
stage carrying the settings and 
figurants. As the car reached the 
end of its journey it was stripped 
and returned via an underpass, to 
the redressed. The idea failed, partly 
because the lighting was inferior, but 
chiefly because the cars jolted the 
riders and broke the illusion. 
Glyptorama was shown at Koster 
& Bial’s, following a presentation of 
straight living pictures produced by 
Oscar Hammerstein himself. His as- 
sistant, Marion H. Kerner, presented 
a series for the Proctor theatres, and 
later went to the Orpheum circuit 
before returning te his regular job 
as telegraph operator in the race de- 
partment of the Western Union. 





; country. 


records that as Ruth St. Denis she 
did very well by herself. 


Salome’s Famous Dance 


Stage nudity really broke loose 
when the Metropolitan opera staged 
the operatic version of Oscar Wilde’s 
‘Salome.’ The Dance of the Seven 
Veils attracted rather more atten- 
tion than Wilde’s book or the 
Strauss score, though proving rather 
a dud at the first performance. 
the exuberant Eva Tanguay caught 
it up and made it into a vaudeville 
act that packed theatres all over the 
She revealed more epi- 
dermis than had been shown by any 
other actress at one time in public 


{and probably brought more theatres 
standees than any other act ever had. 


That gave William Morris ideas 
and when he started his own vaude- 
ville circuit, with the backing of 


| Felix Isman, he brought over from 


Hammerstein turned to Grand opera, | 


Killanyi died. 
Ali Haggin to revive the idea—but 
differently—for the ‘Ziegfeld Follies.’ 


In the meantime vaudeville was 
feeling the influence. It was about 


rise disclosed a pair of white um- 
brellas head-on to the audience. Be- 
low the edge of each gimp appeared 
a pair of bare and rather over-de- 
veloped legs. At the close of the 
dance the parasols were raised to 
disclose white dancing dresses that 
fell almost to the knees, but it was a 
sensation in a day when Scotch 
dancers had to wear pink tights be- 
tween their half-hose and the tartan. 


Mildred Howard De Gray saw the 
Leighs and went them inches better 
by baring her legs to halfway be- 
tween knee and hips. It got her into 
a Broadway musical comedy, 
she did not make the expected sen- 
sation. 

Brady Shocks "Em 

And about this time Bill Brady 
presented ‘The Turtle’ at the Stand- 
ard theatre. This was a comedy from 
the French with what was, for then, 
a rather daring undressing scene. 
Not altogether new, for in ‘Fra 
Diavolo’ Zerlina had been preparing 
for bed for decades, and the actress 
in ‘The Turtle’ did not do much more 
of a strip, stopping short at an elab- 
orate chemise. 


But she gave an impetus to the un- 
dressing idea, and John B. Doris, ex- 
circus man, who was worrying about 
the Princess theatre, just above 
Proctor’s Fifth Ave. theatre, put on 
‘Orange Blossoms,’ a brief one-acter 
with the same idea and not much 
more liberality in exposure. Later 
Nini Diva did ‘The Flea,’ also a 
Parisian importation, the plot being 
that she was trying to locate one of 
those nimble insects. There was also 
a brief showing of a scene in the 
Garden of Eden, with the curtain 
falling as Eve ate the apple. Josette 
Web, an English actress, was about 
30 pounds overweight te make this 
attractive, though some people at- 
tended several times in the hope 
that the curtain might become stuck. 
It never did. 


Meanwhile Hope Booth, who later 
married Renold Wolf, was doing a 
posing act in full tights. She was 
the only one of the many strippers 
who was not too fat. As a matter 
of record, she left most of her ‘shape’ 
hanging on the dressing room wall 


when she went home. She had to 
pad from neck to toe. Azara headed 
another posing act in which she 


posed in a frame in full tights while 
stereopticon slides were’ thrown 
upon her. She lasted a couple ef 
seasons. 

Up at Koster & Bial’s an effort was 
made to bolster a failing business 
with a pantomimic reproduction of 
the famous painting ‘An Affair of 
Honor,’ with the duellists in fiesh- 
ings. One evening one of the fencers 
was persuaded to leave off her flesh- 
ings, but the next morning the judge 
told her he would give her a sus- 
pended sentence if she did not do 
it again—so she didn't, to the detri- 
ment of business. 

This was the first instance of a 
flesh exposure on the regular stages, 
but shortly thereafter Rhada, a 
Nautch dancer, made a week stand 
at Proctor’s 23rd St., offering an East 
Indian dance that was just so much 
blah to an audience unused to exotic 
dancing. She wore transparent pan- 
taloons, but her torso from the 
waistband to the brassiere was bare, 
though done in brown make-up, 
which gave the sole reviewer to 
catch her act a chance to refer to her 
‘tinted tummy.’ But he also added 
the suggestion that she take her 


work to Europe, where that type of | 


dancing was better understood and 
would, at least, be regarded with 
seriousness instead of derision. She 
acted on this advice, and it is on the 


It remained for Ben | 


| 


| which she was supposed to be a 


| painting. 


1890 that the Sisters Leigh conceived | 
the idea of their daring and sensa- | 
tional Umbrella Dance. The curtain’s | 


but | 


| 





London Maude Odell. This was not 
the actress of the same name who 
recently died during a performance 
of “‘Tobacce Road,’ but an English 
girl who appeared in a sketch in 


At a press performance 
she did her turn including a back 
pose without a 
During the regular performances 
she did the best she could. More 
than once she beat a police matron 
to her dressing room barely in time 
to get her feet into her picture 
tights and pretend to be taking them 
off when the femme flattie looked in 
the door. Morris also used a sister 


of Kuhne Beveridge (Cleo, if mem- j 


ory serves), for art poses, but this 
did not last long, since the lady was 
unwilling to do more than a 50% 
strip. A third on the string was 
Ernst Brengk’s golden statues. 

Mistinguett, at the Winter Gar- 
den, in a Shubert show, was the 
next, and the first to use a dim blue 
light. She made a complete strip, 
but caused eomparatively little sen- 
sation. Already the edge had been 
taken from the idea and she was far 
from being a knockout. 

But she did one thing that left its 
impress on the American stage. Her 
acceptance emboldened the _ bur- 
lesque managers to raise the ban on 
flesh. Largely because of police ac- 
tivity, even bare legs, common 
enough in Broadway musicals, had 
been barred from the Gaiety. Now 
the ban was raised and the girls 
also bared their bosoms. 

Faith Bacon came next with her 
fan dance, which resulted in & police 
pinch, with several others from the 
Earl Carroll production in which 
she appeared, taking a ride in the 
patrol wagon with her. The pinch 
made her a bit chary of exploitation 
and Sally Rand and her press agents 
moved in. Followed Ann Corio and 
at last long came Gypsy Rose Lee, 
who transferred from the Minskys 
to the Shuberts. 

That was the beginning of the end. 
The Minksys found with pleased sur- 
prise that the Shuberts had given 
news value to the strip tease and 
they boiled over with stunts, includ- 
ing a school for teasers, with a fake 
commencement, and everything. In 
fact they advertised and over-adver- 
tised until the Legion of Decency 
took notice. The political importance 
of the church element led to drastic 
action and we seem to be headed for 
an era in which the strip tease and 
other form of nudity will be ped- 
dled in surreptitious night clubs. 


What Adah Isaacs Menken started | 


Gypsy Rose Lee—and the Minskys— 
have finished. And how! 


Lunts Rolling Up 





Smash $60,000 on 
2 Weeks in L. A. 





Los Angeles, June 1. 
‘Idiot's Delight,’ with Alfred Lunt 
and Lynn Fontanne, hung up a 
smash $30,000 opening week at the 
Biltmore, and is due to come close 
to this figure for second week (cur- 
rent). Piece goes from here to San 
Francisco, with the Lunts returning 
here late in June for brief run of 
their new play ‘Amphetryon.’ 
Estimates for Last Week 
‘Idiot’s Delight,’ Biltmore (C-656: 
$3.30) (Ist week.) Garnering $5,200 
on $5.50 preem, comedy on eight 
performances grabbed 30 G’s, which 
is almost tops. Heavy advance indi- 
cates near-capacity on second (cur- 
rent) and final week, 


WPA 
‘Blind Alley,’ Hollywood Play-| 
house. Now in closing week. ‘Ra- 
chel’s Man,’ historical drama, opens | 
(10). 
‘Johnny Johnson,’ Mayan Anti- 
war musical satire will stiek until 


July 4. 


But | 


stitch of clothing. | 





31, but there are 19 
fearly June Jist. 
will surely decrease during 
month, and July 4 will offer a more 
compressed group of survivors 

} There are eignt attractions reason- 
ably sure of holding over, all of hit 
rating. With summer heat coming 


shows on 


early this year, the chances of some | 


others is not so clearly indicated, 
although the cooling systems in- 
stalled may help. Such long stay- 


ers as ‘Boy Meets Girl,’ ‘Dead End’ 
and ‘Tobacco Road,’ the run leader, 


|are regarded as doubtful, but there: 
| 


}is no predicting on 
| the latter, 

The three-day vacation period pro- 
vided by Memorial Day falling on 
Monday sent most of New York out 
of town. There was the correspond- 
ing influx, and Saturday night 
Broadway was jammed with ‘mooch- 


the vitality of 


ers,’ in to see the sights but not to} 


see shows. Result was that 
slumped further, 

;} Clear weather remained through- 
|out the week-end, and the holiday 
itself set out to establish a heat rec- 
| ord, with 88 degrees during the aft- 
}ernoon. Showmen figuring on little 
attendance, unless the weather 
| changed, were surprised by excel- 
| lent afternoon business, some shows 
|claiming the best matinees except 
| some earlier Saturday. Monday night 
| business was bad, as usual, and ex- 
pected. 

| ‘Room Service,’ the late-arriving 
| sock comedy, topped $17,000 at the 

Cort. It is drawing standees, and 
the nick for that privilege is $2 per 
pair of feet. 

This week will be the finale for 
‘High Tor,’ which fared better than 
first indicated at the Beck. ‘Sea 
Legs’ called it quits last Saturday at 
the Mansfield. ‘Money Mad,’ first 
| presented as ‘Bet Your Life,’ was 
| yanked after a single performance 
last week at the 49th St. 

They are dusting off the barns in 
the sticks, and it soon will be open 
season for strawhats, or, rather no 








hats. Couple of new plays have 
already opened. 
Estimates for Last Week 
‘Babes in Arms,” Shubert (8th 


week) (M-1,382-$3.85). Buy expires 
this week, agencies having support- 
ed revue; slipped to around $16,000 
but with few musicals in town 
should hold on. 

‘Boy Meets Girl,’ Ambassador (80th 
| week ) (C-1,156-$1.65). Holdover 
| slipped with field, with takings es- 
timated around $6,000; probably bet- 
tered even break. 

‘Behind Red Lights,’ 46th St. (21st 
week) (D-1,375-$2.20). Operates at 
light money and expected to stick; 
with cut rate aid takings approx- 
imated $5,000 last week. 

‘Brother Rat,’ Biltmore (25th week) 
(C-991-$3.30). Dropped to around 
$9,000; however gaited to operate at 
moderate money and again turned 
some profit. 

‘Dead End,’ Belasco (84th week) 
(CD-1,000-$1.65). Holdover drama 
bettering even break although down 
around $5,000 mark; with scale cut 
all sales at box office. 

‘Excursion,’ Vanderbilt (9th week) 
(CD-804-$3.30). Getting moderate 
money and bettering even break; not 
|as strong as expected and summer 
|} chances still undecided; little over 
| $7,000 estimated. 
| ‘Having Wonderful Time,’ Lyceum 
(15th week) (CD-1,006-$3.30). There 
were few exceptions to rule last 
week when business continued down- 
ward; little under $10,000; okay. 

‘High Tor,’ Beck (21st week) (D- 
1,124-$3.30). Final week; nearly five 
months for show about which there 
was difference of opinion despite get- 
ting Critics Prize; tapered off con- 
siderably; $9,000 estimated. 








ily panned and failed to 
after first night; had _ tried 
under name of ‘Bet Your Life.’ 

‘Penny Wise,’ Morosco (7th week) 
(C-961-$3.30). Little change in pace 
of modest money comedy; takings 
approximate $4,000 weekly; doubtful 
| if bettering even break. 

‘Room Service,’ Cort (3d week) 
(C-1,059-$3.30). Sold out both times 


||Saturday despite summer weather 
and Memorial Day exodus; rated 
over $17,000: standing room $2.20. 


‘Sea Legs,’ Mansfield. Closed Satur- 
|day after playing two weeks le 
one night; one set musical got very 
little coin. 

‘Show Is On,’ Winter Garden (25th 
week) (M-1.671-$3.30). Ticket scale 
top reduced from $4.40 with idea of 
'summer draw: business good con- 

sidering end of season: under $25.000 
| estimated. 

‘The Women,” Barrymore 
week) (C-1,048-$3.30). Top comedy 
money getter had been approximat- 


ling $20,000 weekly with little vari- 
}ance last week. 

‘Tobacco Road,’ Forrest (182d 
week) (D-1.017-$1.65). Enters an- 


| other summer and may span it; long 
run drama has been averaging 
| around $5,000. 

i ‘“Tovarich,’ Plymouth (34th week) 
| (CD-1,036-$3.30). High ranking com- 
edy with good chance to span sum- 


grosses 
} 


‘Money Mad,’ 49th St. Again heav- | 
light up | 
before | 


i 
(23d | 


Heat Wave and Holiday Ezedes Sock 
Bway s Legit List; ‘Service’ 176 


The season of 1936-37 is over, ac- 
; cording to Broadway's former cus- 
tom of spreading the camphor May 
the 
Number of shows | 
the 


mer; off with field last week; slightly 
under $12,000. 

| ‘Yes, My Darling Daughter,’ Play- 
| house (17th week) (C-878-$3.30). An- 
other hit at end of the list 
garded cinch for summer 
eased off somewhat 
at $14,500. 

‘You Can't Take It 
Booth (25th week) (C-704-$3.30). 
Strongest of the laugh shows and 
| sure into next season; getting $15,000 


too re- 
holdover: 
but plenty okay 


With You,’ 


|and more every week 
Revivals, Etc. 

| “The Bat,’ Majestic; revival offered 
| by Ben Lundy and B. F. Kamsler at 
| $1.10 top; opened Monday. 
‘Abie’s Irish Rose,’ Little; advance 
| building; even break at $4,000. 
| ‘Naughty Naught,’ American Music 
Hall; meller, beer, etc., held over this 
week, 
WPA 
| ‘Power,’ Ritz. 
| “Pref. Mamlock,’ Daly's. 

‘Candide’ and ‘Hew Long, 
| ren,’ Bayes. 
| Paul Green Playlets, Adelphi. 


} a 


KIT CORNELL'S 
SOCK 186 IN 
LOOP 


Chicago, June 1. 

Katharine Cornell is holding her 
repertory company at the Grand 
here for a third week following a 
cavacity fortnight, and the third 
week looks just as big. Miss Cornell 
has been an unquestioned box-office 
name in this town for many years 
now, and it doesn't seem to matter 
much what the vehicle is. From in- 
dications they would come just to 
see her walk across the stage. She's 
dynamite, beyond a doubt. 

Coupled with Miss Cornell as the 
legit fare for the town remains “You 
Can’t Take It With You,’ which con- 
tinues at the Harris in its 17th week. 

For the rest of legit the town is 
depending on the two WPA shows, 
| ‘Lonely Man’ and ‘Mississippi Rain- 
bow.’ 

Estimatés for Last Week 

Katharine Cornell Repertory, 
Grand (1,300; $3.30) (3d and final 
week). Topped $19,000 again last 
week, capacity. 

‘You Can’t Take It With You,’ Har- 
ris (1,000; $2.75) (17th week). Around 
$11,000, okay. 


Breth- 


WPA 
‘Lonely Man,’ Blackstone. Got 
Okay notices and is doing well 
enough, 
‘Mississippi Rainbow,’ Princess. 


All-colored comedy has been pulling. 


BROTHER RAT? $5,000, 
HUB FINAL WEEK 


Boston, June 1. 

‘Brother Rat’ left town (29) for 
West Coast tour after 15 weeks at 
the Shubert and left the Hub empty 
except for WPA _ production of 
‘Johnny Johnson’ at the Majestic, 
now in second week. 

That's all there is, except for the 
Katharine Cornell opening at the 
Shubert, June 7, for two weeks. 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘Brother Rat,’ Plymouth ($2.75; 
15th, final week )—-Long-termer com- 
edy scrammed (Saturday (29) after 
profitable stay here. Final frame 
around $5,000. 





St. Louis Muny Operas 
_ Have $107,630 Guarantee 


St. Louis, June 1. 

For its 19th opening Fri- 
day (4), Municipal Opera will have 
its largest guarantee fund cone 
tributed by largest number of guar- 
antors in history of organization. 
Current year’s fund, $107,630, has 
provided by 929 individuals 
and business firms. Last year $103,- 
080 subscribed by 875 guar- 
antors. Top fund was in 1935 when 
877 persons advanced $104,000. 

Subscriptions totaling 50% are ad- 
|vanced prior of opening of season 
}and are returned as soon as theatre 
|assn. decides expenses can be met 
|without further assistance from 
guarantors, who will dine at Hotel 
| Jefferson Wednesday (2) to meet 
principals in opening show of sea- 
son, “The Great Waltz,’ which will 
run ten nights. Balance of 12 shows 
booked will be held to seven nights, 
or total of 87 performances. 
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INTERNATIONAL SHOW NEWS 





Nother Musicians 


Strike Threatens 





To Shut All Paris Theatres, Niteries 





Paris, May 24. 

Still another of the many strikes 
which have dogged the amusement 
world in this town for the last two 
months threatens to break this 
end and close every place where 
music is played throughout the city. 
It is the Musicians’ Union 
which a short time ago made a 
Monday night closing in practically 
all of the cabarets and night clubs 
in town an established 


the enforcement of the 40-hour week. 
This time they are yelling about 


and Americans will be hit the hard- 
est if union brings about the aim 
of agitations. 

By a recent decree, to which little 
publicity was given, the Minister of 
Labor raised from 30 to 60 percent | 
the number of foreign musicians ; 
which would be allowed to work in 
orchestras playing in Paris. Then | 
the Paris Musicians’ Union practi- | 
cally told the minister that if he did | 
not revoke the decree and cut the | 
percentage back to the old figure it 
would take the energetic steps. 


No reply had been received from | 
the Minister. Now the Union has 
called a general strike of all musi- 
cians working in Paris to become 
effective at noon this coming Satur- 
day (29). 

Union headquarters states that it is 
hoped that a favorable reply will be 
received from the minister before 
Saturday, but if he still remains 
silent, every musician jin every the- 
atre, music hall and night club in 
Paris will be pulled. 

The raising of the percentage was 
a special dispensation by the Labor 
Ministry for a time, it is understood, 
to run until after the Exposition, 
thus allowing for the importation of 
foreign bands during that time. 

How hard the Americans would 
catch it in the neck is readily seen, 
with four of the top orchs in this 
town at the moment being 100% 
American, to say nothing of the in- 
numerable Americans working with 
French bands. 

American maestros include Hay- 
ward Powers, recently imported and 
playing at the Bagatelle; Leon 
Abbey, just back from India and 
playing at the Cotton Club, new 
Montmartre nitery; Willie Lewis, old 
timer in this town now at the Res- 
taurant des Ambassadeurs, and a 
band batoned by Bobby Martin now 
at Chez Florence. 


CLIFF FISCHER’S PARIS. 
CASINO PLANS STYMIED 


Paris, May 24. 

Due to a last minute unforeseen 
and unexpected hitch, Clifford C. 
Fischer's plans to break into Paris 
in the big way he is already estab- 
lished in London and New York, 
have, for the time being, been side- 
tracked, 

Negotiations were well underway 
and a great many of the preliminary 
papers had been signed for him to 
take over the old Bal Moulin Rouge 
in Montmartre, where he planned 
to open a Paris equivalent of the 








—— 





week- | 


again, | 


fact by | 


threatening to strike to bring about | 
| generally 
| hodge-podge, but will probably eke! practice of raiding the shorts’ fiéld 
Eby 4 —<—_- 

foreign musicians playing in Paris, | 
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WEAK NEW LONDON PLAY | 


Emlyn Williams Piece Starring John) 
Gielgud Called N.G. 





London, June 1. 

‘He Was Born Gay,’ historical mel- 
ler, opened at the Queens theatre on 
May 26. Author is Emlyn Williams, 
who wrote and played ‘Night Must 
Fall.’ which shriveled on Broadway 
earlier this season, after having been 
a London hit. 

‘Gay,’ starring John 
regarded as 


Gielgud, is 
nebulous 


out a limited run on the strength of | 
the star’s draw and the author’s pop- 
ularity. 





REICH BOASTS 


305 LEGITS 





Berlin, May 24, 

According to the most recent can- 
vass by the Reich’s Theatre Cham- 
ber, the country can now boast of 
395 legitimate stages scattered all 
over the realm. Though in former 
years this figurfe already hovered 
around the 300 mark, the additional 
count in undoubtedly due to the 
government giving the theatre a big 
lift through state subvention and 
tax decrease. 
Of the 395 organizations five are 
Reich theatres; 25 are under State 
tutelage; 105 are controlled by 
municipalities; 34 are community 
theatres; nine are open-air stages; 
only 42 out of the 395 are regularly 
performing private theatres; the 
rest, which make up almost half of 
the contingent, divided up _ into} 
dialect, traveling and summer the- | 
atricals, second-rate enterprises. | 
Most significant is the small num- | 
ber of private houses that still offer 
theatrical fare in the sense of the 
New York, London, Paris entertain- 
ment line. The dearth of German 
comedies and drawing-room farces | 
has had a devastating effect on these 
and severe government restrictions 
on foreign scripts has done the rest. 





Another Pirandello Writes 


Milan, May 23. 

Stefano Pirandello, son of the 
Italian playwright, is hoping to fol- 
low in his late father’s footsteps. 
Three works of his are ready: ‘L’In- 
timita’ (‘Intimidated’); ‘In Questo 
Solo Mondo’ (‘In Only This World’) 
and ‘Roma Salvata’ (‘Rome Saved). 
The last play is about Coriolanus, 
though the main characters are Vo- 
— and Vigilia, his mother and 
wife. 





} noon 





20th-Fox 


(Continued from page 2) 














the N. Y. exchange snagging the 
second helping of whipped cream. 
Herman Wobber, west coast district 
manager for the ‘reel, was awarded 
the S. R. Kent Trophy, which was 
a Buick. 

Quite some interest in and hulla- 
baloo over shorts. Schedule an- 
nounced by John D. Clark includes 


| 42 double-reelers, 58 single-reels and 


26 Terrytoons. 


Shorts 
Contract which 20th-Fox holds 
with Educational Picts. to release 


the latter’s product expires in June, 
’°38, but as yet there has been no in- 
dication of what will follow. Edu- 
cational’s general manager, Jack 
Skirball, in a speech, decried the 


for definite b.o. draws, to put them 
in features. According to Skirball, 
contracts now being drawn up with 
shorts names protect the briefy pro- 
ducers from losing their top talent. 

To the talent roster for next sea- 
son, added newcomers will be Pat 
Rooney teamed with Herman Tim- 
berg, 
Irene, currently 
network. Last named duo is the 
old vaude twain, Ryan & Noblette. 


| Teaming of Lee Sullivan and Leah 


Goodell in four musical shorts was 
also announced. 

Main business of the pow-wow is 
carded to be clocked off this after- 
(Tuesday ) when Darry] 
Zanuck, v.p. in charge of production, 
marches up to deliver a_= spiel. 
Zanuck has prepared a detailed de- 
scription of the ’37-’38 program. 

Finale on Thursday night will be 
a dinner-dance tendered by S. R. 


Kent, prez; Joe Schenck, board 
chairman; John D. Clark, general 
sales manager, and Zanuck in the 


Ambassador’s Cocoanut Grove. Dele- 
gates will commence treks home- 
ward on Friday. 





Fox’s Return 








(Continued from page 3) 





|means nothing more than that he 


will devote his time to development 
of the process in the trade. 





Philadelphia, June 1. 

U. S. Circuit Court of Appeals 
here took under consideration Fri- 
day (28) an appeal of creditors of 
William Fox to speed decision on 
whether Fox’s wife and a former 
employee should be held in con- 
tempt. 

Mrs. Fox and Herbert Leitstein, 
bookkeeper for one of the Fox com- 
panies, refused to testify in the pro- 
ducer’s bankruptcy proceedings in 
New Jersey last year. They ap- 
pealed to the court from orders of 
Federal Judge John Boyd Avis, of 
Camden, holding them in contempt. 
Creditors asked for a decision on the 
appeal before a summer adjourn- 
ment so the hearing in Fox’s in- 
solvency can proceed. 








Duncan Sisters, Rhythm Boys, Aileen 
Stanley Top New London Nitery Bills 





London, June 1. 





French Casino in New York. The 
Brasserie de la Meuse, one of the 
largest brewing concerns in France 
headed by M. Naudet, holds a big 
interest in the Bal and it is because 
this concern upped the price for the 
location that the deal fell through 
at the last moment. 

All negotiations are off, but 
Fischer claims he has his eye on an- 
other spot here, which will serve his 
purposes just as well. His plan 
called for putting a show numbering 
some 80 persons with two bands. 


Richman Sock in 
London Vaude Date 


London, June 1. 

Harry Richman opened at the Hol- 
born Empire last night (Monday), 
getting sock returns. He was com- 
pelled to encore after seven num- 
bers. 

Booked into the house for two 
weeks, which is a rare booking at 
the Holborn, house generally using 
only singles, Richman will undoubt- 
edly swell the grosses on the word- 
o’-mouth raves. 








West End cabaret attendance was 
rather meagre last night (Monday), 
due to the big turnout at the char- 
ity ball held at Grosvenor House, 
where 1,200 normal 
showed. 


engagements in nite spots this week 
are clicking capitally in the main. 


Rhythm Boys, formerly with Paul 
Whiteman, evinced nice personality 
and song salesmanship, but injudi- 
cious selections of numbers crimped 
them. 

Frank Libuse, on the same bill, is 
using his ‘crazy waiter’ act, which, 
though standard in the U. S. for 





prove an undoubted click in English 
nitery-time. Booked at the Cafe de 
Paris for one week with option, 


to be held over. 

Le Trianon, new nitery which has 
just swung ajar its doors, is doing 
splendidly. Hildegarde, opening at- 
traction, is proving a prime draw 
and larger-scale click. In for a fort- 


set for a return engagement in Au- 
gust. 





nitery-goers | 


At the Cafe de Paris, the Three | 


years, is quite new here, and will | 


Libuse is so hefty a hit he is certain | 


night, the singer has already been | 


Aileen Stanley, after one week's 
postponement due to indisposition, 
swung into action last night (Mon- 
day) at the Berkeley hotel, and 
scored. 

Commencing a month's stand at 
the Mayfair hotel, Howard Brooks 


Flock of U. S. acts commencing | Pleased. At the Ritz, Nadia Mirova 


| is proving a customers’ fave, also. 

| Bow-in at the Cafe Anglais last 
night (31) of the Duncan Sisters 
| rocked the rafters. Very friendly 
audience roared for innumerable en- 
cores, with the result the turn ran 
'more than 50 mins. During the 
| doughnut-dunking bit Harry Rich- 
| man, Florence Desmond, Jack Doyle, 
'Nelson Keys, Jim Mollison and a 
slew of other w.k.’s joined in the act 
for what proved a hoopla finish. 
Duncan duo has always been tre- 
mendously popular here. 





| S. African Vaude 


j Johannesburg, May 7. 

‘Let's Go Places’ revue with Geo. 
| Doonan and Coy and Darmora Dan- 
cers are current at the Empire the- 
| atre. a 

Carl Rosa's opera company sup- 
plants the revue on May 10. with 
‘La Boheme’ as the firs presentation. 


plus the air comics Tim and} 
appearing on a} 
weekly commercial over the Mutual | 


French Prez Opens Paris Expo, 
But It's Only Partially Finished 





Proposal to Continue 
Paris Expo to Oct., ’38 


Paris, May 26. 


If a bill introduced by Edouard 
Jonas, Socialist Union deputy for 
the Alpes-Maritimes, is passed by 
the Chamber of Deputies, the expo 
will be continued until October, 1938. 

The object of this, says Jonas, is 
not only to make up for the delays 
incurred in opening the expo, but 
also to derive the greatest possible 
benefit from the great task involved 
in its erection. 

The expo, he proposes, should be 
closed to the public from November 
till February and this period could 

used for the consolidation and 
upkeep of pavilions and bridges. 
This work would relieve unemploy- 
ment by the necessity for employing 
specialized workmen. 








Plays Abroad | 








PAGANINI 


London, May 21, 


acts by Paul Knepler 
adapted by A. P. Her- 
Arkell; lyrics by A. P. 
Herbert; music by Franz Lehar; staged by 
Tyrone Guthrie Presented by Charles B. 
Cochran at Lyceum theatre, London, May 
20, “3? 


in three 
and Bela Jenbach, 
bert and Hexinald 


Operetta 


Prrrery re rete rs Esme Percy 
Landlord... ...Charles Barrett 
Pimpinelli sevadessdcceeén een aeeueen 
Princess Anna Elisa....... ..--Evelyn Laye 
Paganini é .-ee--Richard Tauber 
OIE CTO. 50 ki ci.c ds sisters. seen Taner 
Prince Felice... ..cccscccscces George Hayes 
Count Hedouville...........Bertrdm Wallis 
Principal Dancer...i.... Dorothy Hutchison 
Principal Dancer...........Maurice Brooke 
ROG 4 5a cn obksnuneesees ssc see 
ot, SERERTE EERE EET TL .Philip Hollis 
SOURS 4.4-5'04bs0esseeedues Kathleen Boutall 


Bartucci.... 





So vast was the amount of ap- 
plause throughout Cochran’s artistic 
production ot ‘Paganini’ on opening 
night that it was impossible to meas- 
ure. It overran the curtains to the 
extent that the two stars, Richard 
Tauber and Evelyn Laye, had to pro- 
vide encores in front of them. 

Surrounded by a gorgeous and ar- 
tistic production with a generally 
adequate supporting cast, the two 
stars sing 14 out of the 19 musical 
numbers, all of them wildly ap- 
plauded, and most of them encored. 


Tauber’s English has less conti- 
nental accent than heretofore, but 
his enunciation still doesn’t keep 
pace with the fluidity of his vocaliz- 
ing. Once again, how silly to cavil 
at such a slight defect when listen- 
ing to one of the topnotch living 
tenors. Evelyn Laye returns to the 
London stage, after four years’ ab- 
sence, prettier than ever, and much 
improved dramatically, accentuating 
the aforesaid fluidity of enunciation 
in contrast to her co-star. 

Cochran’s mixture of production 
artistry plus the two singers and 
Franz Lehar’s music is, of necessity, 
dignifiedly impressive. The story is 
about the life of Paganini and his 
love affairs, dwelling especially upon 
the alleged mutual passion between 
Napoleon’s sisters and himself. It 
has just a little more than the usual 
romantic operetta plot, and is em- 
broidered and caparisoned with 
tasteful ballets, scenes in royal pal- 
aces, a smugglers’ retreat, and kin- 
dred colorful settings. Jolo. 





Ladies and Gentlemen 
London, May 19. 


Comedy in three acts by N. C. Hunter. 
Presented by Alban B. Limpus at. the 
Strand theatre, london, May 18, '37. Play 
staged by Harold French. 

Diana Sutton-Hanbury...... Googie Withers 
Be RPE cok teak ssecdcceusd Anne Firth 

; ad Penelope Dudley “Ward 

Sir Philip Sutton-Hanbury...Athole Stewart 


WT MPRINOR 7 565 <1 6 os vateees x, Hugh Metcalfe 


Lady Georgina Sutton-Hanbury.Isabel Jeans 
cg Oe See Richard Haydn 
John Maynard...........Peter Murray Hill 
Clive Sutton-Hanbury........... Peter Coke 
Derek SES OC Cer Ben Wright 
The Hon. Roger Plunket-Fitzmaurice... 


Atholl Fleming 





A more improbable set of well- 
drawn characters is almost impos- 
sible to imagine. A wealthy May- 
fair family is comprised of a mother 
who is a silly nitwit, and encour- 
ages her two daughters to follow in 
her footsteps. Father is a chaser, 
and the son dawdles about, reading 
and writing poetry. 

Into this menage enters a young 
man from South Africa, the son of a 
fruit farmer, who meets the titled 
lady’s secretary. Everybody cross- 
talks with the sort of conversation 
one always encounters in stage scenes 
depicting smart cocktail bars. This 
continues for a couple of hours, and 
if the enacters were not so gifted it 
would be impossible to sit through 
such a feeble attempt at playwright- 
ing. The whole thing is utterly hope- 
less. Jolo. 

(Withdrawn after several perform- 
ances; printed for the record.) 








Paris, May 25. 

With great ostentatiousness which 
only a government can produce, 
President Albert Lebrun, accom- 
panied by Premier Blum, members 
of the cabinet and the diplomatic 
corps, opened the 1937 Paris Expo- 
sition of International Art and Tech- 
nique here yesterday (24). 

But it was not a completed expo- 
sition which the President traversed 
by foot and by river, for on all sides 
rusty steel skeletons and unfinished 


buildings could be seen behind 
hastily erected canvas _ screens, 
draped flags and flowers in an effort 
to disguise the still uncompleted 
edifices. President Lebrun, accom- 
panied by Minister of Commerce 
Paul Bastid, was escorted by two 
platoons of colorfully uniformed 
Guardes Republicaines to the Mu- 
seum of Modern Art, where they 
were received on the steps by 
Premier Blum and his cabinet and 
by diplomats of all countries repre- 
sented at the Exposition. 

When finished, this museum will 
be one of the finest of its kind in 
the world, with towering pillars and 
magnificent halls, including a main 
lecture hall capable of seating 5,000, 
but because of its uncompleted state 
the President did not visit it, but 
passed through to the new Troca- 
dero to traverse the winding gar- 
dens, which also are not yet com- 
pleted. Scaffolding around this 
building was removed for the in- 
augural day, but was replaced on 
the morrow. 

Diplomacy 

The next thing viewed by the 
President and his party was one of 
the most striking sights of the entire 
Exposition—the German and Rus- 
sian pavilions, both of which are 
complete. Facing each other, in 
front of the Pont d’Iena, the German 
building towers in sheer straight 
lines of modern architectural beauty 
to be surmounted by an eagle, while 
the Russian building is even more 
inspiring in its magnificence, topped 
by two gigantic statues of a boy and 
girl striding forward purposefully 
holding the hammer and sickle in 
upraised hands. 

At the Relgian pavilion—which 
was the first completed—the Presi- 
dent’s cortege took fast exposition 
launches capable of seating more 
than 100 persons and _ proceeded 
down the river to the Ile des Cygnes, 
where the colonial exhibits are sit- 
uated. These 
reproductions of villages from all 
French African and Indo-Chinese 
possessions—none of which are en- 
tirely completed. 


From there the visiting party re- 
turned to the Place de la Concorde. 
where it inspected the Swiss and 
Italian, the latter another of the few 
completed buildings-pavilions, and 
thence to the Grand Palais, where 
President Lebrun declared the Expo 
officially open “before 10,000 guests. 


Foreign Pavilions 


In all, only six of the foreign pa- 
vilions are open, German, Russian, 
Belgian, Italian, Danish and Nor- 
wegian. Of the French exhibits, 
only two pavilions are open, The 
Palace of Discovery, housed in the 
Grande Palais which was built for 
the 1900 Exposition, and the Pavilion 
de la Presse, which is situated under 
the Eiffel Tower. 


Of the foreign pavilions, the 
American building can hardly be 
ready for another month, and the 
same goes for the English. The 
same might be said for those of 
Czechoslovakia and Sweden, but 
those of Hungary and Roumania are 
almost finished. 


The amusement park presents a 
varied aspect at the moment, with 
only some of the attractions open. 

On the opening day, visitors were 
allowed to enter without paying, as 
many of the official entrances were 
not ready. At other entrances tickets 
were not ready. 

A thorough inspection of the en- 
tire layout showed that it will be 
close to the middle of July before 
the entire expo will be complete!) 
finished. Although visitors are at 
first being allowed to enter the 
grounds only between 2 in the after- 
noon and 8 in the evening. official 
opening hours will later be extended 
to 8 in the morning until 2 the fo!- 
lowing morning. 
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Frank Advertising in Special 
Issue of Legion Liar; a Record 





‘ 


By FRANK SCULLY 
Las Vegas, June 1. 

Las Vegas ‘the one in Nevada 20 
miles from Boulder Dam, not the 
other whistle-stop in New Mexico) 
has just put on its second annual 
wide open whoopadoop and grossed 
$86,000 out of it. Boys believe that 
they did it through honest adver- 
tising. c 
were serving the crummiest food, 
the most flea-bitten beds, the lous- 
jest shows and the gyppingest gamb- 


ling games in the world. To date | 


they have had no kickbacks, 

They called their thing ‘Hell- 
dorado,’ and except for not shooting 
city slickers first and saying ‘my 
mistake’ afterward, they’ve recap- 
tured the old west of Dodge City 
and Tombstone as no horse opera 


ever has, and the thing looks now | 


like an annual smash success. 

Only fly in the pie was when 
Death Valley Scotty was asked to 
split top billing with Tex Ritter, 
Grand National’s singing cowboy. 
Scotty looked at Ritter’s spurs. 


They didn’t smell like the real Mc- | 


Coy, so he said no dice to singing 
cowboys. 

But he lIeaped at the chance to 
move over when Jean Godshall, Vic- 
torville High School girl, was o)- 
fered as the royal hitch-hiker. Girl, 


a looker who can ride like the wind, | 


was the first white child born in 


Death Valley. She makes her vaca- | 


tion money teaching picture stars 
how to get on a cowpony, and stay 
on—the first of the femme dude 
wranglers. 

For two days Las Vegas was so 
wide open no locksmith made a 
dime. But everybody else made 
plenty. More than 150 gambling 
dens gave everything but an even 
break, and to ask them to do that 
is to ask them to go out of biz. 


Dry Lake Bathers 


Jim Cashman put on a bathing 
beauty parade, luring beauts from 
Hollywood and anywhere else, pay- 
ing allure with layoffs. Las Vegas 
supports the largest waterless. pond 
in the country (Ivanpah Dry Lake), 


so a bathing beauty parade was a | 


natural. 


Frank Gardside, who is publisher | 


of the Evening Review Journal and 
postmaster of Las Vegas; got out a 
12 page special, nicking the peasants 


20¢ and up a copy. He calied it the | 


Legion Liar; and for eandor its ads 
topped anything that has come out 
since ‘truth in advertising’ became a 
slogan of those who have something 
to sell. . 

Gardside took a front page ad 
himself, panning his own -daily and 
bragged that the crack at his own 
Paper cost him $75. 

Much of the copy was too bawdy 
to be printed in anything but the 
Legion Liar. Rest of it preved that 
there’s no such thing as a bad notice, 
except no notice at all. 

Even the public utilities, noted 
everywhere for their righteous re- 
in advertising, joined the 
honesty-in-the-ad parade. Southern 
Nevada Telephone Co. bragged that 
they were specialists in wrong num- 
bers ‘with the slogan ‘the customer 
is never right,’ and the Southern 
Nevada Power Co. announced that 


the ‘greatest shock of all was the | 


day when we ‘volunteered’ to reduce 
our rates.’ 


Eatery Frankness 


As for the eateries, if they didn’t 
advertise, ‘We have it, but it’s stale,’ 
or ‘slop machine stew,’ they were 
advertising, ‘Eat here—it’s a_ short 
trail’ to the Woodlawn Cemetery.’ 
One, the Barrel House, even an- 
nounced ‘catering to those who are 
headed for the gutter.’ 

National Hotel splurged for busi- 
ness with: ‘Headquarters for Ethiop- 
‘ans. Our cooling system is auto- 
matic and works beautifully in the 
winter time. Imported bed bugs, 
ants and mosquitoes. Black widows 
furnished on request.’ 

Lawyers weren't far behind the 
rest. and in some cases way ahead 
of them. They gave as references 
former clients ‘now residing at the 
State Penitentiary, Carson City. 
Nevada,’ arranged for ‘up-the-river 
Vacations,’ and Foley & Henderson 


complained, ‘We advise those seek- | 


legal advice to see a good! 
06 gl But where can you find | 
e” 


Tivoli Tavern said, 


a nak orchestra., 


‘Hear our 


They told the world they | 


sore heads, fish heads and fat heads.’ 

Northern Club wasn’t far behind 
with ‘step inside and see the freaks 
| who bet their dough.’ TPheir idea 
of a selling quatrain was: 

Our dealers are hard, 
Our bouncer is tough, 
If you win money 

It’s on our cuff. 

Apache assured visitors that their 
bellhops were really hopped 
urged people to ‘bring your own hot 
water bottles, ours leak.’ 


Others, like the Boulder Club. 
_ which advertised ‘a place where 
| gentlemen never meet, showed 


mothers crying over their pappies 
|losing their shirts at keno while 
thousands jeered, and Hadden Hal] 
even went after the kiddies with ‘a 
penny a day brings the kids my way. 
Leave your kids here for the: 
| kindergarten training in slot-ma- 
chineology.’ 
Just an Old Deal 


Nevada Electric Co., on the hunt 
for some extra biz even during a 
day of pleasure, advertised, “Trade 
in your gas stove on a lousy and 


heatless range and you'll eat nothing | 


Las 
Co. anti-climaxed that with 
‘sewer gas is our only rival’ 
tried to square things by offering 
a tank free to anybody who wanted 
to end it all, 

Automobile 


but cold lunches from now on.’ 
Vegas 


salesmen, long 
debunking caravan, the 
Motors offering a ‘free 
with each automobile sold” Jim 
Down, Studebaker agent, tried to 
meet that with, ‘Hitch-hikers thumb 


Hardesty 
tow rope 


their noses at our cars, and the 
Motor Supply close on, ‘Used car | 
parts at new prices. The desert 


is covered with them.’ 

Even the chain stores joined the 
chain of merchants selling on the 
sales-talk of ‘it’s pretty bad at best. 
Safeway added ‘This is not a chain 
store. ‘(Store No. 98765.)’ 

Brown Furniture Co. advertised it 
had the ‘best beds for love or money’ 
and Dr. Walter G. Pico (chiroprac- 
tor) led the medical van 
get paid well for doing things other 
men. get slapped for.’ Las 
| Hospital Ass’n, taking its cue from 
| the spine-shaker, showed a guy go- 
,ing in for observation and coming 
tout with a bill as long as a Shaw 
preface. 
| Picture houses admitted they ran 
'the worst shows in town. After that 
the plumbers moved in, and their 
ads couldn’t be cleaned up enough 
= get through the. mails. 
| Advance. agents for 
‘thrown out everywhere else, looked 
| the show over in the hope that they. 
' might muscle in next year, but after 
| viewing the setup from every angie 
| they gave it up. 

‘We couldn’t compete with 
Too vulgar,’ they said. 





ANG Meeting in Convention 

Biggest issues facing the annual 
American Newspaper Guild conven- 
| tion opening next week (7) in St. 


_Louis are (1) direct affiliation of | 


\ the ANG with the Committee on In- 
| dustrial Organization and (2) ex- 
| tension of the Guild’s jurisdiction to 
‘include all unorganized newspaper 
employees. Support of independent 


political action through a farmer- | 


labor party will also be considered. 
More than 200 delegates are expected 
to attend the sessions. 

Expansion of the Guild’s jurisdic- 
tion to include business staffs was 
attacked by William Green, presi- 
dent of the A. F. of L., last week 
He stated that the jurisdiction of the 
Guild applied only to editorial work- 
ers. The ruling was brought about 
through a situation in Seattle where 
Dave Beck, head of the Teamsters 
Union, contended that organizing of 
circulation department employees 
infringed on the jurisdiction of his 
union. According to reports from 
Seattle. the circulation department 
employees. wish to join the Guild. 


| and two Seattle newspapers are said | 


to be nearly 100% organized. It is 
‘understood that the national Guild 
officers advised officials of the Se- 
attle units to sit tight until after the 
convention when it will be known 
just where the Guild stands. 

The Guild’s International Execu- 
tive Board has afready recommended 
the broadening of the Guild’s juris- 
. diction to. jnclude business office em- 


: &, Home of., ployees apd affiliation with the C10. 
Kk heads, deer heads, goat heads, , Some delegates have been instructed 


and | 


but | 


schooled in honey hooey, joined the | 


with, ‘1 | 


Vegas | 


burlesque, | 


this. 


MONEY LOOKS IN TILL 
FOR MINNEAPOLIS 


Minneapolis, June 1. 

As a result of the success of the 
subscription drive, continuation of 
the Minneapolis Symphony orches- 
tra for another season now is as- 
sured. Subscribers so far have con- 
tributed $105,000 of the $145,000 nec- 
essary to keep the organization go- 
ing. No trouble is anticipated in 
raising the additional $40,000 to meet 
expenses and salaries. 

Dimitri Mitropoulos, Greek con- 
ductor, will be at the helm, 








‘St. Louis Opera 
Season to Boost 
) Met Stars 





St. Louis, June 1. 
Kirsten Flagsted, Fedor Chaliapin, 


|Giovanni Martinelli, Bruna Castag- 
‘na, Paul Althouse, Armand Tokat- 


|yan and Gennaro Papi of Metropoli- 
j}tan Opera have signed contracts to 
participate in short grand opera sea- 
son in Municipal Opera House under 
sponsorship of St. Louis Opera Co. 
Erna Sack. soprano of Dresden 
| Opera, also signatured. 

Season will consist of five eve- 
ning performances, Nov. 22, 24, 26 
j}and 29 and Dec. 1, with 60 symph 
tooters, a chorus of 70 native vocal- 
ists and a ballet of 48, under direc- 
tion of Rita De Leporte. 

Operas to be given will be selected 
by commiitee of guarantors, 





as to what action to support, with 
others being told to request a refer- 
endum of the general membership on 
| the question of affiliation. 

Don Stevens. Guild organizer who 
was fired last week by William 
Green. has filed a complaint with the 
Chicago Labor Relations Board. He 
| contends that he was fired ‘because 
|of his union activities, and has 
charged Green with violation of the 
Wagner Labor Relations Act. Stev- 
ens urged Chicago delegates to sup- 
| port the CIO at the convention and 


| immediately after delegates were in- 
| structed to do so, he received a tele- 
| gram advising him of his discharge. 
| Charges against Green were filed by 
Stevens with Lednard Bjork. 


| Literati Deaths This Week 
| 





Dennis A. O'Neill, 36, former 
,sports editor of Norristown Times 
‘and later publisher of the Norris- 
| town Register and Collegeville Inde- 
| pendent, was slashed t6 death with 
'a razor blade by his father-in-law 
‘in his Norristown home early Sat- 
urday morning. The father-in-law, 
Joseph J. McGinley, 68, owned the 
/Norristown Times until 1922. He 
recently went to work for the paper 
| again as a circulation expert. 
Charles Edward Barnes, 75, Pp.a. 
| for numerous legit shows and vaude 


houses, died in San Francisco on 
Friday (28). For many years he 
| worked for Keith’s theatre, Phila- 
| delphia. 


Wesley Howe Schwartz, 91, dean 
of Western Pennsy newsmen, died 
‘last Wednesday (26) in Altoona, Pa. 
Born in Williamsburg, he began 
'newspaper work in Altoona in 1868 
and served as editor of the Altoona 
| Tribune until his retirement in 1923. 
He continued writing editorials for 
Altoona Mirror almost to ‘his death. 

Frederick Eugene Ives, 81, inven- 
tor of the half-tone color process 
now universally employed for photo 
reproduction and the father of color 


| photography. died in his home in 
/Philadelphia May 27. 
| Garnet Warren, 63, former Lon- | 


don newspaperman and cartoonist, 
died in Hackensack, N. J., on May 
27. He came to the United States 
in 1900 and once was a cartoonist 
and writer of special articles for the 
New York Herald and the Evening 
Telegram. He was engaged in re- 
search for a 


time of his death 


N. ¥. Sun Bans Sweeps 
York Sun omitted all 


New news 
of the 
stakes last week. explaining that it 
was baffled by the Post Office yes 
and again ruling in. regard to 
publicizing of lotteries. Post office 
has vet taken no definite stand 
‘on the printing of news concerning 
lotteries. . 
Early in the spring, Postmaster 
Goldman of ,N. Y. called, gttentjon, to 
(Continued on page 63) 


no 


as 





Louisville Subs Okay 


Louisville, June 1, 
Seven-day subscription campaign 
for Louisville Community Concert 
Series closed Monday (31), and re- 
turns indicate that undertaking will 
be a financial success. 


William G. Meyer handled the 
campaign locally, and splurged 
heavily in newspapers, radio and 
luncheon club meetings. Subsci®- 


tions are $6 and $8, including state 
and federal taxes. Series will in- 
clude Kirsten Flagstad, soprano; 
Jooss Ballet, Gordon String Quar- 
tette, John Charles Thomas, bari- 
tone, and Jose Iturbi, pianist. Con- 
certs will be given at the Memorial 
Auditorium, capacity 2,400. 


Modarelli Quits 
Pittsburgh Symph 
When Demoted 


Pittsburgh, June 1, 

Right in middle of Pittsburgh 
Symphony's campaign for $300,000, 
Antonio Modarelli, conductor for the 
last seven years, plunked down his 
resignation in lap of the board. Move 
was result of Symphony's announce- 
ment that Modarelli would merely 
be an ‘associate director’ next season, 
with no concerts of his own to con- 
duct. 

Symphony's prospectus for 1937-38 
lists a number of big-time guest 
conductors and Modarelli refused 
what the board called ‘an honor to 
be associated with the distinguished 
musicians we will bring here next 
season.’ 

Modarelli quit by wire from 
Wheeling, W. Va., where he is con- 
ducting the Wheeling Symphony in 
a series of outdoor concerts. He has 
moved his family there and will 
likely remain in Wheeling perma- 
nently. 

He asked Symphony to list him 
for at least one concert but board 
said it couldn't revise present sched- 
ule. Mrs, William Maclay Hall, pres- 
ident of society, said ‘we are sorry 
indeed that Modarelli saw fit to re- 
sign, but under the circumstances 
we could only accept his resigna- 
tion.’ 

Symphony campaign, now three 
weeks old, is still considerably short 
of mark, only $70,000 having been 
subscribed so far. 


London’s Hipp Asks 
For Philly Ballet 


London, June 1. 
Negotiations are on for the Phia- 
delphia Ballet to open at the London 
Hippodrome for a month's stand, 
commencing the end of June. 
Ballet is current at the Paris 
position. 


Ex- 


Bedanya on Coast 


Hollywood, June 1, 





| 


historical novel at the | 


| 
| 


winners of the Irish Sweep- | 


after a long absence. Political rea- 
sons were the cause of it. Strauss | 
|will conduct two of his operas. 

He is putting the finishing touches 
on his two latest works, ‘Daphne’ | 


| 


| now 


Natalie Bodanya, Metropolitan 
opera chirper, arrived yesterday (31) 
for radio guest spot. 

Soprano also will 
test. 


take a studio 


Back to Palestine 
Jerusalem, May 14. 

Officially announced here by the 
manager of the Palestine orchestra 
that Toscanini will again visit Pales- 
tine next vear. 

Estimated that 64 concerts have 
been played by the orchestra since 
its birth. Subscription campaign 
on Haifa, Tel Aviv 
Jerusalem 


ana 


in 


Strauss in Vienna 
Vienna, May 23. 


Richard Strauss is back in Vienna 


and ‘Day of Peuce.’ 


610 Radio Guest Dates During 
1936-37 Set by NBC Service 
Bring Air Side Coin to $206.18 


are a 








- 


Manner fn which radio has been 


padding the earnings of concert 
artists may be gleaned from fact 
that to the $1,100,000 copped by 


recitalists handled by NBC Artists 
Service during last 12 months. $206, - 
184 has been added by air appear- 
ances. Figures are for the year 
ending May 15, 

Of the 84 singles and team setups 
on the NBC list some 60% had mike 
whirls, 

Although the concert division of 
the NBC Artists was originally set 
up by George Engles to book classy 
platform appearances only, the in- 
vasion of radio has now progressed 
to such a point that within the past 
month Larry Fitzgerald has been 
assigned by Engles to devote him- 
self entirely to spotting recitalists on 
radio, 

Lists of Clients 

Whereas several years ago air 
sponsors using concert talent could 
be counted on the fingers, during the 
last season following network spon- 
sors used, in large or small doses, 
class entertainers: Ford, General 
Motors, Kraft-Phenix, RCA Magic 
Key, Firestone, Chesterfield, Lucky 
Strike, Shell, Sealtest, Camel, Amer- 
ican Can, Fleischmann, Spud, Gen- 
eral Electric, Woodbury, American 
Radiator, Ry-Krisp, National Ice, 
Sterling Products, Chevrolet, Pitts- 
burgh Glass, Nash Motor, Palmolive, 
Campbell Soup, Maxwell House, 
Sherwin-Williams. 

Jubilant over fact that radio work 
not only adds to their earnings, but 
also ups their concert-hall salarres, 
recitalists no longer hold out for a 


specific and ‘dignified’ sponsor as 
they once did, but dive for any 
bidder, 

And, in kind, the NBC Artists 
Service as well as the Columbia 
Concerts Corp. consider the radio 


possibilities of performers taken on 
their lists before signing ‘em. Even 
the small, obscure concert managers 
and agents have become radio-con- 
scious. Five years ago they all 
scoffed, 

Through the last season NBC per- 
formers had a tofal of 610 ozone 
shots. Number of commercial-pro- 
gram whirls for each: Flagstad (6), 
Swarthout (16), Melchior (9), 
Marion Talley (47), Mischa Leyitzki 
(5), Zimbalist (8), Susanne Fisher 
(6), Frank Forest (14), Elisabeth 
Rethberg (4), Pinza (5), Mario 
Chamlee (4), 

Those with two or three appear- 


ances: Martinelli, yina Cigna, 
Dusolina Giannini,. Marjorie Law- 
rence, Marion Anderson, Rene 


Maison, Vienna Choir Boys, Quenna 
Mario, Kerstin Thorborg, Doris Doe, 
Henri Deering. Flock had single 
shots. 

On sustaining shows bankrolled by 
NBC, Helen Traubel appeared 56 
times, Benno Rabinof, 40; John 
Gurney, 61; Jean Dickenson, 52; 
Walter Cassel, 113; Luboshutz and 
Nemenoff, 13; George Raseley, 22. 

By building reps via sustainers for 
the young and promising perform- 
ers over the air, they’re not only 
zoomed to popularity with concert- 
hall-goers, but have ether futures 
molded, 


ATLANTA GETS 
MET IN APRIL 


-_——_ 


Atlanta, June 1. 

Movement backed by prominent 
Atlantans and City Council to bring 
Metropolitan Opera Company back 
for annual one-week season after 
eight-year gap, bore fruit last week. 
Victor Lamar Smith, local attorney, 
conducted negotiations in N. Y. that 
resulted in signing of papers that 
will bring Met here on April 18, 1938. 

Company gets two-week breathing 
spell between time season closes in 
N. Y. and opening date here. Atlanta 
| had 20 years consecutive opera sea- 
sons with exception of 1918, until 
| late depression caused discontinu- 
} ance, 





Getts Books Borglum 


Gutzon Borglum, the sculptor, will 
turn lecturer next season. 
Clark Getts office will book him 
‘for extended tour. vi 


| 
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Broadway 





Quite a few colds are annoying 
the boys. 
Y. Frank Freeman back from Gal- 

veston, Tex. 


Phyllis Welch will 
Suffern this summer, 


The Harry Roysters spent the 
weekend in Philadelphia. 

Benny Leonard is opening a cafe | 
near 72nd and Broadway. 

Mortimer Fishel, theatrical attor- | 
ney, has moved his offices. 


Betty Lawford back in the tub in| 
‘The Women’ after brief illness. 

William Harris, Jr., has opened of- | 
fices in the Empire theatre bldg. 

Gaston L. Stern off for Philadel- 
phia, to be gone three or four weeks. | 

Benny Piazza on fight card Hipp, | 
tonight, is from Harlem not Holly-| 
wood. 

Morris and Kay Kinzler have 
taken a house in Woodstock for the 
summer. 

Tom Waller back at his desk after | 
a week’s vacash spent at the shore 
on Long Island. 

Eddie Keller, treasurer of Ford’s 
Theatre, Baltimore, was in town to 
attend the ATC convention. 

Ringside seats for the phantom 
fight scheduled for Madison Square 
Bowl Thursday (3) are priced $23. 

C. L. Oswald, Paramount fheatre 
department executive, has left New 
hk on an extended road trip for 

ay. 

Hilda Howe and Clinton Sund- 
berg, both legit players, are plan- 
ning to be married within a few 
weeks. 

Philip Gross resigned as head of | 
the Yiddish Project of the WPA the- 
atre to resume in the commercial 
theatre on his own. 

Most if not all of those bigwig 
execs who went south for the Hob- 
litzelle-O’Donnell-Moroney _ shindig 
should be back now. 

Joe Weil planed back from Gal- 
veston, where he’s been attending 
Hoblitzele convention following U’s 
convention on the Coast. 

Carl Fisher, general manager for 
George Ab®Bott, planning to grab a 
dancing part in next musical with 
which office is associated. 

Milton Weiss, of Metro’s h.o. pub- 
licity staff, leaving Friday (4) by 
plane for month on Coast, including 
vacation and two weeks at Metro 
studio. 

Sophie Tucker gifted everyone 
from crew to stars on completion of | 
her first picture at Metro, ‘Broadwa 
Melody of 1937,’ her New Yor 
sleuths advise. 

Meyer W. Weisgal says plans for 
London production of ‘The Eternal 
Road’ late this summer or early fall, 
in association with Lord Melchett, 
are virtually complete. 

Fritz Leiber and the missus (Vir- 
ginia Bronson) are east for a vaca- 
tion from films, dividing their time 
between N. Y. and their Atlantic 
Highlands, N. J., home. 

Monogram Distributing Corp. and 
Eddie Golden will be hosts at open- 
ing of New York branch office to- 
morrow (Thursday). J. J. Felder is 
in charge of the branch. 

Sam Nirdlinger, manager of the 
Erlanger; William K. Huff, manager 
of the Philadelphia Forum, and Mrs. 
H. T. Craven, Mrs. Upton Favorite 
and Mrs. Bertram DeYoung, of the 
Theatre Control Board (censors), all 
of Philly, attending last week’s ATC 
conve ition. 

Katherine Squire, understudy, 
playing femme lead in ‘High Tor,’ 
at the Martin Beck, N. Y., for final 
week, replacing Peggy Ashcroft, who 

sailed Tuesday (yesterday) for Lon- 
don. Miss Squires also subbed in the 
role couple of months ago during 
Miss Ashcroft's brief illness. 


Berlin 


Luis Trenker to Vienna. 
Fritz Wendthaus working on a pic 
script. 
_Michael Bohnen presented with 
silver framed photo of Goebbels. 
' Exteriors for the Tobis pic ‘Hein- 
weh’ to be taken in New York. 
‘Il Campiello’ by Wolf-Ferrari 


strawhat at! 








| diners in honor of tenth anniversary. 


| for Robert T. Kane. 


| to do a film for Buchanan’s recently- 


appear in the ‘Goldwyn Follies.’ 


London was at the Charity Ball, May 


dio head, off to Arkansas for vane | 
tion. 
Three Heat Waves into the Col- 
lege Inn for the summer season, 
Pelligrini’s restaurant wining its 


Washington Park racetrack rival- 
ling Santa Anita for show biz pa- 
tronage. 

Marjorie Marsh writing ether 
show and commercials for Princess 
Pat cosmetics. 

Nate Perlstein back from the 
Coast where he worked some press 
angles for the Ben Bernie show. 

Ted Lewis trophy, a 400-pound 
cake replica of Washington Park 
track, crowding the sidewalk in front 
of Henrici’s window. 

Truman Bradley, after a season of 
constant plane commuting, knows | 
the Chicago-Detroit route better 
than the regular airlane pilots. 

Sam Clark screening ‘Kid Gala- 
had’ for every fighter available, in- 
cluding the Golden Glovers, the 
heavyweight battlers, and even the 
sports writers. 





London 





Brian Desmond Hurst in hospital. 
Cookie Bowers clicked for the Stoll 
Circuit. 

Romney Brent doctoring film script 


Andre Charlot to stage the shows 
at Romano’s restaurant. 

Lothar Mendes recuperating in 
Vichy after his gallstones trouble. 
Bertha Belmore off to N. Y. to play 
in the new musical at Radio City. 
N. L. Nathanson taking the cure at 
Carlsbad, and returning to London 
June 13. 

Lee Ephraim talking about a line- 
up of three musicals he has ready 
for the West End. 

Sax Rohmer collaborating with 
Eddie Pola in musicalization of his 
book, ‘White Velvet.’ 

Jack Buchanan after Bobby Howes 


formed film corporation. 

Auriol Lee will produce ‘Gertie 
and Maud,’ a new play by John van 
Druten, in London in July. 

Archie de Bear to be dramatic 
critic for the Daily Sketch, the Ref- 
eree deal having become cold. 

Vera Zorina off to Italy on vaca- 
tion before going to Hollywood to 


Libby Holman’s only appearance in 


31 (Derby Grosvenor 


House. 


Night) at 


‘The Amazing Dr. Clitterhouse’ 
transferring from the Haymarket 
theatre to the Savoy on a two-for- 
one ticket. 

Ilomay Bailey and Lee Sims will 
only be away from London for a 
month, after which they return to 
write and work vaude. 

Alec Rea to do the new Barry Lyn- 
don play, ‘They Come by Night,’ for 
the sticks, coming to the West End 
ultimately. Owen Nares to star. 
Charles Cochran calls Henry 
Sherek the Cochran of cabarets, with 
Sherek reciprocating by calling 
Cochran the Sherek of the theatres. 
David Burns to emcee televised 
all-Broadway presentation June 11, 


with cast including the Albertina 
Rasch Girls from the Dorchester 
Hotel. 


T. Hayes Hunter, Lou Wiswell and 
Frances Carson, trio owning Film 
Rights, Ltd.. going over to Holly- 
wood in September to open booking 
agency. 

‘Over She Goes,’ the Laddie Cliff- 
Stanley Lupino musical, to be filmed 
by British International Pictures 
early in June. Cliff and Lupino will 
be getting a new musical ready for 
the West End in September. 

Gaumont-British showed a_ full 
hour of Coronation films at 64 of 
their picture theatres, including five 
in the West End. The Tatler, one of 
their West End newsreelers, devoted 
itself solely to the Coronation film. 

Contrary to rumors, Warner Bros. 
has the film rights of ‘George and 
Margaret.’ Show will be done on 
Broadway by’ English company, 
which is being cast, and will play six 
weeks in the provinees. Warners will 
present, in conjunction with John C. 
Wilson and H. M. Tennent, Ltd., who 
own the English rights. 








premiering at the Deutsches opera. 

Der Berliner Prater, one of Ber- 
lin’s oldest summer vaudes, reopen- 
ing. 

Lizzie Maudrik, ballet mistress of 
the State Opera, invited by Sir 
Thomas Beecham to take charge of 
the chorus in ‘Orpheus.’ 

Olympic Sports grounds thrown 
open to the public, as well as the 
use of all equipment. Even trained 
sports instructors are available 
gratis, 





Chicago 





Miles Ingalls around looking over 
some acts. 

Mme. Corrine making trip to the 
passport bureau. 

Leo Blank planed to the Coast for 
a little sunshine. 

Frank Gillmore due in town for 
a general o. 0. shortly. 

Max Richards dropped 
loop for some handshakes. 

Lester Stepner taking over assist- 
ant manager's post at McVicker'’s. 

Jimmy Parks, William Morris ra- 


into the 


| Quebec 


By C. W. Lane 


Bill Lester to N. Y. 
| Alex Adelman in N. Y. 
I. Caval and Gordon Simmons in 
town from Winnipeg. 
Ted Slade, CRC sound effects man, 
to Radio City Tuesday (1). 
Buddy Payne. organist Palace, 
earned big word-of-mouth acclaim 
on Coronation musical settings. 
Bill O’Loghlin, manager Palace, 
convalescing from stomach opera- 
tion. John Rosenberg is acting man- 


ger. 
; Rex Theatre, only moving pic 
| house at St. Jerome, sold to France- 
Film Company for $76,000. Exclu- 
sively French films. 

Children under 16, barred from 
pix under Quebec law, admitted to 
special Coronation shows at all first- 
runs, but no admish charges. 

Hamid-Morton Animal Show, first 
circus of year, jammed 13,000-seat 
Forum all last week and at 50c top 
(special seats $1) grossed close to 





Paris 





Joan Warner off on tour. 
Hans Richter in for visit. 
Juliet Bridgeman in town. 
Irvin Marks back to London. 
Harold Smith in from Rome. 
Frank Capra in from London. 
Fernand Rivers off for Cassis. 
Libby Holman back to London, 
Bernadette Dugue to Brussels. 
Karl Hacker in from America. 
Schwartz Sisters lost banjo in taxi. 
Jo Baker receiving pilot’s license. 
Maurice Lehmann in from Amer- 
ica. 
Raymond Choppy in from Amer- 
ica. 
Rotarians in for ’3 
Nice. 
President Lebrum officially open- 
ing expo. 
Hotel Continental 
lounge bar. 
‘Ce Soir’ publishing story of Mae 
West's life. 
American Library celebrating 17th 
anniversary. 
Two new  niteries 
Montmartre. 
Max Trebor 
fight in Nice. 
Florence Hayes killed in automo- 
bile accident. 
Neil Vanderbilt received at Cha- 
teau de Cande. 
Catherine Littlefield’spix played 
in French Press. 
Fred Mele replacing Serge Glyk- 
son in Empire pit. 
June Taylor attempting to make 
her French understood. 
Expo open to public from two in 
afternoon to eight in evening only. 
Jean Lumiere topping magazine 
plebiscite for best liked radio 
singer. 
Arce de Triomphe’s 100th anniver- 
sary being celebrated by big military 
parade. 
Theatre Pigalle turning 
first showing Russian 
Kornakova.’ 
Pierre Sandrini dickering for old 
Bal Moulin Rouge for future Mont- 
martre nightie. 
‘Reve Sans Provision’ (‘Love on 
the Dole’) closing at Comedie de! 
Champs-Elysees. 
Simpson-Edward story causing | 
plenty of headaches for American | 
scribes in France. 
Government turning down re- | 
quests to broadcast Windsor-Warfield | 
marriage to America. | 
‘V’la l’Travail,’ Rip and Willmetz’s 
new revue, starring Jeanne Aubert, | 
opening at Nouveautes. | 
_Paris-Soir publishing names and 
pix of those who double in French | 
for voices of Hollywood stars. 
Pix of Joe Jackson’s card thanking | 
Gaston Palmer for advice to not 
take Hindenburg played in Paris 
Press. 
Cecile Sorel joining cast of ‘Un 
Coup de Rouge’ in two scenes, spe- 
cially written for her at Theatre 
Michel. 
Cinema Marignan opening at 10 in 
morning due to overflow crowds to 
see Guitry’s ‘Les Perles de la 
Couronne.’ 
Lucien Brule, back from New 
York, joining cast of ‘Victoria Re- 
gina,’ starring Gaby Morlay at Thea- | 
tre de la Madeleine. 
Madame Lebrun with Minister of | 
National Education Zay officially 
opening Expo theatrical season with 
first presentation of Ballets de 
Monte-Garlo at Theatre des Champs- 
Elysees. 


7 


convention in 


opening new 


planned for 


injured in cabaret 


cinema 
‘Grounya 








Minneapolis 


3 By Les Rees 





Fay Dressel, RKO salesman, laid 
up by illness. 

E. M. Saunders, Metro western 
sales manager, in town. 

Metro feminine office staff staged 
steak fry at Lake Harriet. 

Lou Pressler, Minnesota theatre 
manager, leaving for Utica, N. Y., to 
take matrimonial plunge. 

Variety club-theatre men’s annual 
golf tournament to be held at Oak 
Ridge country club June 11. 

Bill Elso moving to Kansas City, 
where he supervises two theatres. 

Leo Adler, UA home office auditor. 
returning to N. Y. after five weeks 
here. 

Bill Sharten, GN Cleveland man- 
ager and former Minneapolitan, va- 
cationing here. 

Dave Griesdorf and Al Reed, UA 
Winnipeg branch and office manager, 
respectively, visitors. 

Frank Mantzke, Universal branch 
manager, attended national Allied 
States’ convention at Milwaukee. 


of exchange finishing first in national 
sales contest. 

A. Selby Carr, Paramount adver- 
tising department head here, elected 
saauean of Paramount 100% club 
and will attend branch and district 
managers’ meeting at Los Angeles. 


Detroit 


By Pete Wemhof 








Abe Morrison joins American At- 
tractions agency. 

Sid Bielfield handling publicity for 
Jefferson Beach. 

New Michigan Showmen’s Assn. 
passes its 225th member. 

Pat Mason local producer for Gae 
Foster line at Fox theatre. 

Lieut. Lester Potter, retiring cen- 
sor, feted by showmien’s assn. 

Johnny Howard, back from Lon- 
don, m.c.’ing at Club Mayfield. 

Film spots screening notices 
garding town’s new kid curfew. 

Detroit Abendpost, oldest German- 
language paper in U. S., sold to E. K. 
Sahlman. 

Figured 150.000 Shriners at con- 
clave here in June will spend around 
$5,000,000. 

Goa! of $200,000 
1937-’38 season of 
and civic opera. 

Ruth F. Crane and Alice Gorham 
elected directors of Women’s Adver- 
tising Club of Detroit. 

George Ranshaw, manager of Nor- 
west nabe, captures first prize in 
local Adolph Zukor contest. 

Wayne King, Glen Gray and Rudy 
Vallee bands to follow Isham Jones, 
current at Eastwood Gardens. 

Carnivals sponsored by churches, 
veterans and fraternal groups, show- 
ing big gain this season here. 

Father Coughlin building gas sta- 
tion opposite his shrine; may add 
tavern and lunch stand later on. 

Swank Washington Blvd. to be 
turned into Oriental fairyland for 
two weeks during Shrine Council 
in June. 

Faced with shortage of help. re- 
sorts throughout state are yelping 
for workers to care for extra influx 
of tourists. 

Red Norvo, Red Nichols and Dick 
Stabile’s orchestras follow Roger 
Pryor’s band, current at Westwood 
Symph Gardens. 


re- 


set to finance 
Detroit Symph 





Sydney 


By Eric Gorrick 





Harry Hunter on o. o. trip. 

Cecil Marks touring New Zealand. 

George Applegate visiting sticks 
for W. E. 

Dorothy Flukes, Warner's p. a., 
undergoing minor operation. 

Stuart F. Doyle making quick biz 
trip to Melbourne on radio probe. 

Con Colleano back in Antipodes 
for a tour over Frank Neil time. 

Sir Ben Fuller can’t make up his 
mind whether to sell his Melbourne 
site for a theatre or departmental 
store. 

Biz continues bright over ~ the 
Hoyts chain much to the delight of 
the managerial lads in charge. 
Charles Munro, the big boss, is cur- 
rently in America. 

Greater Union ‘Theatres will 
shortly reopen its Lyric in Sydney 
with a pic policy. House has been 
completely renovated under super- 
vision of Stuart F. Doyle. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 








Grace and Charlie Herbert in town 
for a visit. 

‘Y’ Playhouse winding up season 
this week end. 

Sally Starr’s visit home cut short 
by call from Educational. 

Jack Berger, ‘Press’ sports car- 
toonist, back after hosp siege. 

Clarence Eiseman back on the job 
UA again after an eastern vaca- 

ion, 

Joe Hiller booking shows into Con- 
neaut Lake, nearby resort, for the 
summer. 

Karl Krug celebrated his 40th 
birthday last week and Joe Feldman 
his 31st. 

Sammy Walsh at the Chamberlin 
Hotel in Old Point Conifort, Va., for 
the summer. 

Heat closing in on Art Cinema and 
Gabe Rubin shuts it down for the 
summer next week. 

William Penn hotel has spotted 
Billy Catizone’s trio into Continental 
Bar for the summer. 

PGA tournament and Purchasing 
Agents convention last week over- 
flowed the nitery coffers. 


| 








Film Row an@ exhibs gave stag ’ 

¢ Ae: ‘ stag for 
Donald Guttman, GB salesman, who 
will no longer be a bachelor after 
this week. 


march to the altar. 

Frank Eisenberg, U. A. salesman 
here, receiving four weeks’ addi- 
tional salary for finishing first in 
district in Schaefer sales drive. 

Harry Hirsch and Harry Katz of 
Gayety were judges at contest here 


Atlantic City bathing beauty con- 

test. . 
Prosperity at. Warner Bros., with 

every employee this week receiving 





' $20,000. 


three weeks’ extra salary as result 


Stag party to be given for S. D. 
Kane, orthwest Allied executive 
secretary, this week prior to his | 


to select a Miss Minneapolis for the | 


Stroudsburg, Pa. 


By John J. Bartholomew 


| 
} 
| 


Louise Groody at Skytop. 





Floyd Gibbons week-ended. 
Charles Butterworth a visitor. 

| Walter L. Main Circus on the 31st. 
| The Carmen will continue five-act 
|floor show through summer. 

| Bands set for the season: Willard 
| Schillinger at Buck Hill Falls Inn: 
| Charles Lanterman at Carmen's: 
Bernie Whitman at Bossard’s Mt. 
Pocono Grill; Bob McCleister’s Cri- 
| terions at Columbia Hotel: Larrv’s 
| Royal Barons at Water Gap Hof 
Brau; Tommy Clifford’s Serenaders 
at Vogt’s Tavern; Joe Roberts at the 
Penn-Stroud, 


Lied 3 


Mitzi Haynes taking tests at Met, 

Ruth Mack clippered to Honea 
Sam Jaffe winged in from Europe. 
Eric Linden canaled through from 





4 

Sam Bischoff singin’ the i 
blues. bangtail 

Frank Pope in Metro’s short sub- 
ject mill. 3 

Herman Bing starting an eastern 
p. a. tour. 

Rian James siestaing on the deck 
of his yacht. 

Herb Hyman bashed about by a 
ge nce 

Hazel Flynn here vacationing fr 
Radio City toil. . am 

Wallace Beery pointing his sights 
on Idaho bear. . Sights 

Mrs. Joe Bigelow sighing for that 
Bayside hearth. 

Dorothy Peterson tenting on Mt. 
Whitney’s slopes. 

Russell Hayden testing the Kern 
county trout rills. 

Henry Armetta and Dee Loretta 
doing a p. a. duo. 

Regis Toomey will 
Page’ in Memphis. 

Clark Gable on safari for a grizzly 
in the Panamints. : 

Buddy DeSylva taking on that 
coppery Malibu hue. 

Dave Epstein and his sciatic nerve 
singing a blues duet. 

Warren William braving the bil- 
lows in his new yacht. 
Barney McDevitt 
Gray’s official praiser. 
W. Ray Johnston and Herschel 

Stuart fortnighting here. 

R. E. Griffith, Texas-Oklahom:z 
exhib, gandering the lots. 

Charlie Bigelow is Scottie Dunlap’s 
right bower at Monogram. 

Harvey Gates erecting a new 
manse on his valley estate. 

Leif Henie, Sonja’s brother, plays 
a reporter in her new picture. 

George Skouras claims N. Y. has 
more sunshine than Hollywood. 

The Jimmy Gleasons showed the 
sights to the Franklyn Underwoods. 

Rube Manston in from Australian 
tour visiting his brother, Bill Dem- 
arest. 

Louis B. Mayer sailed under the 
Golden Gate bridge in Joe Schenck’s 
new skiff. 

Pan-American Union  dickering 
with Carroll Dunning for some tint- 
ed shorts. 

Frank Morgan wants to snare a 
broadbill but would be satisfied with 
a couple of tuna. 

Monogram salesmen handed Scotty 
Dunlap a gold watch with letters of 
his name around the dial. 

Ronald Reagan, snatched from the 
air by Warners, has started his act- 
ing termer on the Burbank lot. 

George Barbier and Valerie Ber- 
gere, together on the stage 30 years 
ago, reunited in Warners’ ‘It’s Love 
I’m After.’ 

Benny Leonard and Dan Morgan 
offered Wayne Morris $25,000 a year 
for two years if he’ll let ’em groom 
him for the heavyweight title. 

Bill Robinson, en _ route _east, 
shared his drawing room with a 
huge birthday cake handed him by 
the Fanchonettes. He turned 59. 


Philadelphia 


By Herb Golden 


play ‘Front 


now Glenn 








Bob Street back after week in Chi. 

Boake Carter spending week-ends 
on his boat now. 

Ed Krug oa Day in new sum- 
mer cottage in Paoli. 

Sleepy Hollow crew back at WCAU 
after two-week p.a. tour. 

Norris West looking over Avalon 
cottages for summer vacash. cf 

Ben Gimbel, Jr., leaves for Chi 
June 19 for NAB convention. 

Billy James waiting for a coupla 
his new songs to be published. 

Les Joy planning to leave Philly 
latter part of July for vacash im 
Maine. 

Taylor Grant replacing Roger 
Griswold as observer for Bill Dyet 
at ball games. ; . 

Clarice Mayer now doubling, with 
‘A Woman Looks at the News’ pros 
added to daily stint. 


Cleveland 


By Glenn C. Pullen 








David Pritchard managing Tony 
Sarg’s marionette theatre at fair. 

‘Doc’ Sheen back for Expo official 
job, working under Almon Shaffer. 

Sammy Goodrich and Nick Pin- 
ardo, pioneer nitery men, back in biz 
with new spots. 

William F. McDermott, drama- 
peeper for Plain Dealer, going to 
Russia and Spain this year. 

Everett Steinbuch of Loew’s State. 
although a 250-pounder, showing UP 
some of film boys in tennis. 

Johnny Weissmuller training for 
Billy Rose’s Aquacade by having 
luncheons with Mrs. Martin Johnson 
during her lecture date. 

Plain Dealer muggers holding vote 
on whether to join A.F. of L. News- 
papermen’s Guild. News and Press 
gang, members of it, staging a bene- 
fit at RKO Palace this month. | 

Hotel lobbies jammed with celebs 
directing and working in_ Great 
Lakes Expce, ranging from Eleano! 
Holm, Vanny Grove, Dr. Lee Kopp, 
John Murray Anderson, Tom Patt!- 
cola to Frank, Zambreno with Rp: 
lev’s exhibit, Sheila Barrett, are 





Clark Robinson, 
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Bullish Crop News in Middle West 


Augurs Hefty B.0. for Big Tops 





By BILL RICE 


Ponca City, Okla., June 1. 

Coming in here wrecked my bag- 
gage trailer and spread the contents 
over the highway. Nothing damaged 
put the mimeograph, but all that 
was left of the wagon was the floor. 
Nailed some boards on sides and 
with wire and rope got to town. 
Cause: Boy on a bicycle when given 
the horn turned in front of us. 
Lucky to miss him and not turn the 
auto over on the soft shoulder. 

Crops in Oklahoma are the best 
jn years and every show .is doing 
plenty of ‘what it takes’ by opening 
their pokes oftener than they have 
jin several years. Visited the United 
Shows here, owned by J. George 
Loose, who has operated a carnival 
longer than anyone now in the busi- 
ness with the exception of K. G. 
Barkoot. Reports good business all 
season except for wet weather now 
and then. Had over 5,000 through 
the front gate at a deamer a pop 
last night. Show goes to Wichita, 
Kans. New one on me: Girl in res- 
taurant shouts, ‘one graveyard stew 
and an order of gaskets’ (milk toast 
and hot cakes). 

Bishops All 


Albert Wright with Western States 
Shows is producer of the weekly 
public wedding. Cut the nut for 
minister or JP by being ordained a 
bishop in the Atheist church of Den- 
ver. Jim Schneck of the same show 
also took the same route and now 
travels on the RRs for a cent a mile. 
A new way to reduce the HC of liv- 
ing. This church is in the barroom 
of the old Windsor hotel and pre- 
sided over by Bishop Rice. 

Tulsa, the oil capital of the world, 
now on a big boom. All picture 
houses and shows of every kind re- 
port big business. Three carnivals 
have made it this year with one to 
come, all under the auspices of the 
DOKYS, and have had the banner 
stand of the season. 

Glenn Condon, who was the editor 
and manager of the NVA Vaudeville 
News in NY for seven years, now 
announcer on station KVOO, Tulsa, 
with his own advertising program 
twice each day. 

Most of the dead walls in this state 
still covered with Billy Rose’s paper 
put out last year by Ned Alvord for 
the Fort Worth Show. All papers 
carrying plenty of publicity for this 
year’s show. 

Henry Pollie passed over the river 
last week. Owner of a carnival 
bearing his name was with the Pot- 
ter & Rice carnival in 1903 with a 
giant prize high striker which he 
originated as he did the set spindle, 
which he built with wire nails for 
the pins which are now twisted. It 
was a three-way store. Cop, blow 
or conditional and operated from 
top of spindle, belly or shifting of 
the silver. In 34 years it has never 
been improved. 

Congo Jim's Jungle circus operated 
on cafeteria style has been changed 
into a regular two-bit circus. 

Geo. Engresser, who operated the 
Shell Bros. Circus for several years, 
opened this year as King Bros. with 
Snake King and Harry McClaski as 
Partners folded at Tishmingo. Man- 
uel King, the boy lion trainer, was 
the feature. Engresser stated that 
the show billed on the rural routes 
one day ahead. of the town poster 
billing. The conflict of dates pre- 
vented any chance to do business. 
He is joining Congo Jim with his 
elephant, camel, lions, trained po- 
Se goats, dogs, horses and mon- 

s. 

Hutton & Enfingers Whale Show 
and their Marine Show both doing 
a tremendous business. They claim 
better than since 1929. The Whale 
on RR and Marine on trucks. 

At Oklahoma City visited my old 
aiand Ralph Hemphill, secy of the 
ternational Fair Mers. Assn. and 
mgr of the Oklahoma State Fair. 

he governor had just signed the 
bill for $320,000 for the new fair 
8rounds and its a cinch that the 
County will do the same, so with the 
expected Washington donation they 
+ have a million-dollar plant for 

€ir 1939 fair, which will be some- 
— on the order of “Oklahoma’s 
1g Show” which will be in two 


Sections of one month each in order 


to catch the tourists passing through 
F or from the Wurld’s fairs at San 
francisco and New York. 

The first section will be held in 
the month of June when a monster 
cent of the white man’s devel- 
oa of Oklahoma will be shown 
Re e Bowl (to be built on order of 

ollywood | Bowl), which will be 








stadium. 


Five More for Flushing 





Architectural contracts for five 
exposition buildings for the New 
York World’s Fair of 1939 were 
awarded last week. Buildings will 


house exhibits of industries related 
to motor transportation, means of 
production, clothing and _ shelter. 
Total cost of the structures will run 
to approximately $1,500,000. 

Buildings in or beyond the archi- 
tectural contract stage now number 
14, in addition to the Theme Center, 
Administration and Exhibitors’ head- 
quarters. Estimated cost of the 17 
units is $6,500,000. 

Large portion of N. Y. World's 
Fair staff will move out to the 1939 
exposition site near Flushing in 
August. Administration building, 
first structure to be erected for the 
fair, will be completed sometime 
next month or early in August. 

Contract calls for its completion 
in four months. In order to rush 
the building to completion and avert 
penalties, contractor is working a 
crew of 500 men, night and da). 


CONGRESS CUTS 
FAIR DISHOUT 


Washington, June 1. 

Pruning knife was applied to sub- 
sidies for carded world fairs on both 
coasts in 1939, with Congress dras- 
tically slicing proposed appropria- 
tions for Federal participation in 
both the New York and San Fran- 
cisco celebrations. 


The proposed $3,000.000 allotment 
for the Golden Gate expo was pared 
to $1,500,000, while the New York 
grab, originally $5,000,000, turned out 
to be only $3,000,000. Both may be 
hacked lower, since President 
Roosevelt is reported still displeased 
with the proportions of the treasury 
raids. There is hope, however, that 
next year more cash will be forth- 
coming if the government's financial 
predicament is less serious. 








Frisco sum was voted by the Sen- | 


ate Friday (28) after the President's 
objections had been overridden by 
the committee. F. D. had passed 
word to the Hill that $1,000,000 was 
ample in his view, but hurried lob- 
bying brought the other half million. 
Expectation had been that $1,750,000 
would be dished up but lawmakers 
balked at the added $250,000. 


Tightening up attitude on expo 
appropriations is general in Con- 
gress. Raft of prospective shows 
over the next decade has caused 
many key legislators to insist upon 
slamming down cashier’s window. 





Loosing Ohio Hounds 


Columbus, June 1. 


to erect a greyhound track at Buck- 
eye Lake, near here, work out. 


A quarteg mile track, costing 
$40,000, is tipped to go into action 
there about July 2. The grandstand 
at the proposed track is 1o seat 2,000, 
with most of the fans expected to 
come from the Columbus vicinity. 


A. M. Brown, manager of Buckeye 
Lake; Carl O’Teague of Utica, Ohio, 
and Ray Argenbright of Columbus. 





Circus Routes 


Week of June 7 
Barnes-Sells Flieto 
Yakima, Wash., 7: Walla Walla, 8: 
Lewiston, Tdaho, 9; Moscow, 10; Coeur 
d'Alene, 11; Spokane, 12-13. 
Cole Bros.-Beatty-Maynard 
Albany, N. Y., 7; Schenectady, #&; 
North Adams, Mass., 9; Springfield, 10; 
Worcester, 11; New London, Conn., 12. 
Ringling Bros.-Barnum & Bailey 
Newark, N. J., 7-8; Trenton, 9; Wilkes- 
Barre, Pa., 10; Seranion, 11; Paterson, 
N. J., 12. 





their Golden Jubilee as the state will 
be just 50 years old. They then 
skip the two hot months and open 
the fair proper for the month of 
Sept. A nation-wide athletic car- 
nival will be held for four weeks 
which will embrace every type of 
amateur athletics from track to foot- 
ball. This will be held in ‘the fair 


3 ‘1.63 


Sieel Pier Foreclosed 


Atlantic City, June 1. 

_A bill of foreclosure against the 
Steel Pier, asking sale of the amuse- 
ment enterprise, was filed Wednes- 
day (26) in chancery court at Tren- 
ton. 

The foreclosure is being sought by 
the Guarantee Trust Company of 





holders. 

Default on terms of mortgages is 
stated as the reason for the move. 
The defaults include interest on 
mortgages and back taxes. 

A plan to reorganize the corpora- 
tion, operated under the direction of 





| holders. 
the bondholders, it was learned 
signed agreement to the plan, 
the others remained adamant. 





Philadelphia, June 1. 
Ringling Brothers and Barnum- 
Bailey Combined Shews, Inc., an- 
nounced Saturday (29) inking of 
an agreement with American Feder- 
ation of Actors, first large-scale labor 


field. 


other employees in 17 departments 
of the tent show won a closed shop. 
increased wages and improved work- 
ing conditions. 

Pact followed weeks of negotia- 
conferred with the circus’ board of 
directors and the employees held 
| numerous meetings. 





Cole’s Biggie 
Canton, O., June 1. 

Cole Bros. circus hung up its big- 
gest gross for a single performance 
here since the season’s tour under 
canvas was inaugurated May 3, ex- 
ecutives of the show announced. The 
show, however, has had bigger days, 
ja Sunday at Cincinnati prior to the 
date here, show officials said. 

Revival of the old-time circus pa- 
|rade is credited with being respon- 
| sible for record crowds. 








Nags Get a Day 
Charlotte, N. C., June 1. 

A one-day horse show will be held 
in connection with the Carolina Ag- 
ricultural Fair in Charlotte in Oc- 
tober. 

Negotiations are going forward for 
many free acts for the Fair. The 
premium list will be completed next 
week, and the printed copies will be 
ready for distribution in June. 

Fair headquarters for the present 
will be located in B. Arp. Lowrance’s 
office at the Mecklenburg Times. In 
July uptown offices will be opened 
by the Fair association. 








| bands. 


| gard 


| Mayfair Casino 


The dogs will be running in cen- | 
tral Ohio in another month if plans | 





(Continued from page 48) 





It’s set for the summer here. 
Having found also that clients re- 
any smart-alecky m. c. as 
poison, Casino is laying off of ‘em 
lately. Curly-haired Mark Ballero 
clicks by introducing only the first 


act, then very briefly. As an imper- 
| sonator, he’s way over a battalion of 


Partners in the deal are said to be | 


mimics seen this season. Rubbery 
face plus swell vocal intonations and 
smart patter are the chief assets in 
his mugging. Take-offs of Joe E. 
Brown, Arliss and Edward G. Robin- 
son collect laughs. 


Francis and Carrol] have a_bad 


starter in the second spot. First 
adagio dance in formal clothes is 


just like 1.001 other versions.. When 
they trick themselves up in ballet 
costumes, hoking a how-to-dance 
book, it’s a knockout surprise. Girl’s 
legs are too pretty to be covered and 
her agile body is the kind that con- 
torts itself into the proverbial sailor's 
knot. Working up a flashy back- 
ground for them is Anolyn Arden’s 
line of 12 girls. A bunch of 
good-lookers, their steps are fast 
but not too regimented. It’s more 
personality and speed that sells their 
rope number and a modern walk 
than anything else. They rate some 
brighter back-drops, however. 
Punchy acrobatic horse-play shows 
off Ken and Ray Page to good ad- 
vantage, especially the heavy mugg’s 
clowning pratt-falls. Three Maple- 
leafs, two young boys and red- 
headed girl, mix swingy vocal har- 
mony with Mills Bros. effects. A bit 
ragged, but still hot. Sunday broad- 





casts with guest-talent is building up 





Atlantic City as trustee for the bond- 


Frank P. Gravatt, was offered bond- | 
More than 92 per cent of | 


but | 


RINGLING SHOW 
NOW UNIONIZED 


|} speech was 
| while other stations joined in giving 
network 


pact in history of outdoor amusement | 


More than 1,400 performers and | 


tion, during which union spokesmen | 


| now. 


Advance 
ticket books at 





Sabbath dinner trade. Pullen, 


a 


Cleves Top Magnet, Rose's Aquacade: 
Barely Made Grade With Rest of Expo 


By GLENN PULLEN 


Cleveland, June 1. 


Great Lakes’ Exposition 


was 50,090. 


57,813 times the second day, com- 
paring favorably with last year’s 
| opener, which drew 61,276. 


Fair was officially started on sec- | 


ond lap of 101 days by James Roose- 
velt, eldest son of president, 
clipped satin ribbon in _ front 
lakefront entrance. Old Sol turned 


on ideal weather for elaborate cerc- | 


monies. To the tunes of an army 
band and a 21-gun salute for guest of 
honor, the flag-raising brought 
all the high mucka-mucks from 
Mayor Harold Burton to Lincoln G. 
Dickey, Expo general manager, and 
civie backers. 
Young Roosevelt's congratulatory 
broadcast over WHK, 


descriptions and 
from grounds. Similar to 1936's 
careless premiere, this year’s most 
important entertainment feature, 
Billy Rose's Aquacade, wasn’t really 
ready for the openings, but managed 
to open along witih the rest. 


programs 


Better Showmanship 

Shrewder showmanship is evident 
throughout as result of more expe- 
rience, however. Fair got a face- 
lifting in form of complete repaint- 
ing, shifting of buildings to better 
locations and addition of 10 major 
new features. Though peep-and- 
gyp-shows are taboo, Almon Shaf- 
fer’s Midway looks more attractive 
Even with 25c gate tax, 
Streets of World is catching 60% 


| of total attendance with free revues 


Palace as inducement. 
sale of nearly 2,000,000 
$2.50 apiece indi- 
cates that wary natives now have 
more confidence in Expo, that there’s 
a good chance of hitting goal of 
5,000,000 visitors for the summer. 

Rose’s Aquacade is expected to put 
the Expo over with the proverbial 
bang. In the block-long Casino, it 
can seat 4,000 diners and rubber- 
neckers. Some localities are whisper- 
ing about steepness of prices, $1 ad- 
mission plus $1.25 minimum dinner, 
plus 50c fair tax. Staged by John 
Murray Anderson, Aquacade co-stars 
Johnny (Tarzan) Weismuller and 
Eleanor Holm Jarrett. Barely man- 
aged to open with the rest of the 
Expo, however, because its techni- 
cal features were not in perfect 
working order. 

Skating Palace 

Harry P. Harrison's Winterland, 
an’ ice-skating palace with large- 
scaled operettas glorifying skating 
champs, is the next biggest ballyhoo 
on the lakefront. Theatre of 4,500 
capacity, built around a real ice 
arena, pulled in heavy crowds over 
week-end. Should be a sell-out in 
hot months. Tricky footwork by 
Walter Arian’s line of 60 skaters in 
snow-white uniforms, who drama- 
tize the fantasy, is quite dazzling. 
Maribel Yerxa Vinzon, champ figure- 
skater, is queen and Ralph Jameson 
from ‘Eternal Road’ sings prince’s 
role. It is produced vividly and 
with imagination by Vanny Grove, 
Harry Horner, Malecomb V. Lomax 
and Leo Kopp, leading orchestra. 

‘Drunkard,’ put on by Hargrave 
and Reicher in old-time Town Hall, 
a 1,400-capacity theatre-restaurant, 
started off with capacity business. 
Secret is low prices and impromptu- 


in’ Pioneer 


hissing atmosphere of P. T. Bar- 
num’s ancient temperance melo- 
drama. ‘Tourists eating it up as 


avidly as they take Tom Patricola’s 
hoofing and hoked introductions to 
Pioneer Palace’s burlesques of old- 
time western cabarets. Audience sits 
or stands drinking at bar while 
watching acts on elevated rostrum 
behind it. Lulu Bates does a hot 
Mae Westish impersonation in bill, 


which includes a beef-trust troupe, 
as well as a mob of fire-eaters. Swiss 
bell-ringers and vaudevillians. Free 
admish, but a_ sure-fire money- 
maker for Billy Rose. 
Marionettes 

Tony Sarg has taken old Globe, 

Shakespearean Theatre, installing 


hourly marionette shows that are a 
steady juve magnet. Another new 
exhibitor is Ripley, whose Odditori- 
um is getting along as well as it did 
in Chicago’s fair. It’s stealing -some 
of the play away from Cliff Wilson’s 
snake farm, which was the Midway's 
ace draw in ’36. 

Exactly 270 nationality cafes and 
eating spots are dotted all over the 
lot, principally in the Streets of the 


was 
launched on its second 101-day lap 
Saturday (29). First day’s attendance 
Revolving gates clicked | 


who 
of | 


out | 


— 


World, and menu prices haven't gone 
down. No kicks, however, along the 
line. Leader in this field is Herman 
Pirchner’s Showboat, a converted 
two-decked ferryboat, anchored to 
shore. L. Nazaar Kurkdijie’s concert 
| orchestra and a straight-dance-and- 
| dine-policy is being hypoed by lo- 
|; calites, who know Pirchner’s rep in 
| nitery biz here. Alpine Village, 
| Cializing in German music-hall 
mosphere, is also one of his 
pering investments. 

Outstanding amusement conces- 
| sions are Bouquet of Life, Motor- 
| Srome, Wonderland’s monkey speed- 
|:way, Admiral Byrd's polar ship, the 
Fun House, a new children’s play- 
ground, sponsored by department 
store, water-scooters and blimp rides. 
If weather continues to be sunny, 
there won't be any frowns on con- 
cessionaire’s phizes. Totaling all ad- 
mission charges, Mister Average 
Rubbernecker can see the whole 
works for $9.61, in addition to a lot 
of free exhibits. 

In the latter is Sherwin-Williams’ 
Radioland, offering 4,000 free seats, 
broadcast events and concerts. Aqua- 
cade stars and visiting bands were 
aired from it first day. Guy Lom- 


spe- 
al- 


pros- 


bardo, James Melton, Ben Bernie 
and guest station programs are 


among those set by Ralph B. Hum- 
phrey, radio director. 

Educational exhibits are confined 
to western end of fair, ‘Making of a 
Nation’ setting the theme-note in a 
massive industrial display in Under- 
ground Hall. Florida Building has 
been enlarged to accommodate 
orange orchard and large fish aqua- 
rium, both crowd magnetizers. Ma- 
jority of auto manufacturers are 
represented in Industries Bldg. and 
Hall of Progress, which emphasizes 
scientific discoveries. U. S. govern- 
mental exhibit much larger this sea- 
son. Horticultural Garden is such a 
hit that it will stay permanently 
after centennial closes in September. 

Cleveland stadium on Lakefront 
was tied up in week-end games be- 
tween White Sox and Indians, okay- 
ing holders of baseball stubs into 
fair. 


Northwest Fair Acts 


Los Angeles, June 1. 

Eddie Gamble has booked the en- 
tire show that performed at the 
Sciots Circus in Long Beach to the 
Oregon State Fair, Salem, Ore., and 
the Western Washington Fair, Puyal- 
lup. 

Included in the bookings are Ruby 
Woods, aerialist; the Famous 
Uniques, jugglers; the Great Manuel, 
wire artist; Clarke-Hanneford Fam- 
ily, bareback riders; the La Pina 
Troupe, tumblers; Master Louis Le 
Varde, rope act; Senorita Elmore, 
trapezist; the Klarkonians, aerialists; 
Cling Brothers, ladder act; Williams 
and Velarde, bar act; Mile. Ernes- 
tine, equestrienne; Fay Walcott and 
clowns, Goebel’s trained elephants, 
and a dog and pony drill. 


Auto Stuntsters 


Atlanta, June 1. 

Mickey Martin's ‘Hell  Riders® 
made first appearance here Sunday, 
May 30, at Lakewood Park, under 
auspices of Southeastern Fair Ass'n. 
Stunts were pulled in front of grand- 
stand on half-mile dirt track oval. 
Usual programs of thrills in way of 
overturning speeding cars, leaps 
from ramps, headon collisions, mo- 
torbikes through burning barriers, 
etc., was offered at 25c. gate ad- 
mission, an additional quarter to sit 
in grandstand and two bits more to 
get your car into the fair grounds. 

S.. Kaufman, an Atlantan, is trav- 
eling in front for Martin this year 
and daredevils are scheduled to 
move from here to Lexington, Ky., 
thence to Louisville, Cincinnati and 
northwest into midwest. 


FAIR REVIVED 


Atlanta, June 1. 

Indication that it’s true what they 
say about times being better in Dixie 
is seen in the revival of annual fairs 
that have lain dormant for five years 
or more. 

Dates have been set for Tobacco 
Belt Fair, abandoned some years ago. 
Sponsored by Tift County American 
Legion Post, it will be held in Tif- 
ton, Ga., Sept, 28-Oct. 2. 

Floyd County Fair, dropped in 
1927, will also be resumed this year. 
It will be held under Legion spon- 





sorship Sept, 20. 
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News From the Dailies 


lished during the week in the daily papers of New York, Chicago, 
San Francisco, Hollywood and London, VARIETY takes no credit for 
these news items; each has been rewritten jrom a daily paper. 


East Coast 














Amherst college finally gets a lit- 
tie theatre. Partly through a $100,000 
legacy and the rest college funds. 

Rivoli theatre, Belmar, N. J., wiped | 
out by fire last week. Loss $10,000. | 
Undetermined origin. 

Jones Beach operas to have a sub- 
scription angle this year. Same seat | 
for each of the 10 performances or 
19 tickets good any time for any seat 
lett. Sell for 10% discount. 

Grover Whalen given his. first 
year’s salary as director of the N. Y. 
World’s Fair. Check for one buck, ! wood hills. 
which he says he will frame. | Jean Hepburn, actress, was taken 

Edward F. Dolan, 55, actor, whose | to Tehachapi, Cal., women’s prison 
last job was at the Village Nut Club, | or robbing five Hollywood homes 
found in a Ludlow street lodging | for the thrill’ following her convic- 
house with his: skull caved in. He | #on In Los Angeles Superior court. 
had been drinking heavily of late. Alice White named defendant in a 

Betty Real, girl leader of a 12- modiste’s suit filed in Los Angeles, 


- ““"| charging that the actress owes a 
man orchestra, suing her agent, Harry 


: Ryo ” | balance of $1,039 for gowns. 
Moss, for $5,000. Charges she lost Gene Raymond and Jeanette Mac- 
an engagement to Rio Rita because | 


Donald filed notice of intention to 
she would not change her name tO} eq Date set for June 16. 
Gloria Love. | Bill Boyd and Grace Bradley, film 

Frank Lee Short, of Shakespeare} players, announced their engage- 
Fellowship, gumshoeing for a New | ment. 

York girl under 22 to play Juliet at; Grace Darmond, former film ac- 
the N. Y. World’s fair. Says there/ tress, filed suit in Los Angeles de- 
must be one somewhere and he’s | manding the return of $122,000 from 
tired of mature Julies. | Randolph P. Jennings, her former 

Brooklyn civic organizations agi-| husband. She also asks that Jen- 
tating extension of Church Ave. sub- | nings be directed to set up a trust 
way to Coney Island. Would cost | fund of $150,000 for her benefit. 
$25,000,000. Board of Transportation | 
no like. | against 

Helen Sube, who used to be one 
of the water ballet at the Hippo- 
drome and who doubled as a diver 
for Colleen Moore and others in 
Hollywood, out to win back her lost 
laurels. Lately she has been a 
waitress in a hurry-up lunchroom. 
Transfers to the same chain’s At- 
lantic City spot in the hope of get- 
ting a diving job. 

Grand Opera Artists Assn. last 
week elected Giuseppe Interrante its 
president. Others are Nino Ruisi, 
Delfina Calzolari, Lavinia Darve, Lee 
Sherman and Lloyd Harris v.p.’s; 
Armand Marbiny, sec; Stella Mar- 


Federal Judge James in Los Angeles. 
New trial date will be set June 7. 
Company set up an ‘act of God’ de- 
fense against Wallace’s charges of 
neglect and carelessness in the air- 
plane accident in Missouri May 6, 
1935. which resulted in five deaths 
and injury to eight. 

Raymond Moore, 
Cape Cod theatre 
purchased an estate in 


New York and 
proprietor, has 
the Holly- 


the Small-Landau 


turn of $862 asserted by her to have 
been paid but not due. Agency had 
sued player for $8,500. 


actress, filed suit for divorce in Los 
Angeles from Dr. Clinton Wunder, 
lecturer and former head of the 
Academy of Motion Picture Arts and 
Sciences. She charged that he 
nagged, picked. quarrels, and ex- 
pressed a wish for his freedom. 
William Dieterle, Warner director, 
and his wife obtained American 
citizenship papers in Los Angeles. 
Benno Vit ogous was eee 
ee illine aad os at Los Angeles to three to years 
oe > ae im crmaaact and in San Quentin prison for defraud- 
eee . ing a Manrovia, Calif., schoolteacher 
Eugene O'Neill to put his produced | of $3,500 on representation that he 
plays at the disposal of the Federal, was a film director. 
| oggaa Project at the usual royal-| 
ies. 
cause he cannot locate the script. 


WPA demonstration strike held up 
the premiere of ‘Case of Philip Law- | 
rence’ at the Lafayette theatre. | 
Scenery not ready and painters 
would not cross the picket lines. lin Elkhart. Ind. M 25 

Lily Pons ga . . in art, Ind., ay <0. 
at ‘the Columbia Playhouse No. 1| member of Weiss Sisters trio at 
yesterday (Tuesday). First pic star | WKZO, Kalamazoo, Mich. Groom 
to use the stunt. is production manager at same sta- 

Announced that Lenore Ulric’s re- | tion. 
cent accident will keep her from the Lucille Smyser to Martin Lowen- 
stage all summer. fish, in New York, May 22. Bride is 
snd oy om Maga A today at a dancer, formerly known on the 
morrow and Friday. : oe “2 eh er ae ee 

Government engineers recommend| ‘y. . 
a 160-200-foot channel 12 feet deep 
for Flushing bay. Fair authorities 
had asked a depth of 18 feet and a 
width of 500. Revised project would 
cost $505,000, as against the $2,000,- 
000 for the original scheme. 

‘Tobacco Road’ cast threw a back- 
Stage party Saturday nite to mark 
the 1,500th performance. Featured | 
Ruth Hunter and Edwin Walter, who | 





and Frank C. 


MARRIAGES 


Marion T. Weiss to Robert Latting, 


alker, alumni, 





chestra. 


in Hollywood. 


Marla Shelton, film 


This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as pud- j 
| 


Jury disagreed and was discharged | 
in Richard Wallace’s suit for $306,000 | 
damages against TWA airline before | 


Gail Patrick, in a cross-complaint 
agency | 
‘filed in Los Angeles, sought the re- | 


Thelma Mills Wunder, dancer and | 


Bride is} 


Marjorie Tyre to Robert McGinnis, 
in Philadelphia, May 28. Both are) 
musicians with the Philadelphia Or- | 


Virginia Starck to Lieut. Frank C. 
Bolles, Jr., U. S. N., at Panama, May 
27. Bride is secretary to Pete Smith | On the ride the visitor asked about ; as, survives him. | 


actress, to| 


Midwest Burleys Shut 
Following Cleanup Airing 


| 
| 
| Chicago, June 1. 
| Burlesque looks washed up 
| throughout this 





territory for 


| ness having taken a nosedive which 
has clipped from 50° to as much as 
80% off the regular box-office trade 


lowing the clean-up campaign which 
broke in all the dailies. 

This anti-stripping campaign in 
the papers has caused the mass of 
the burlesque-going public to back 
away from the burley joints for two 
reasons: (1) the regular patrons soon 
discovered that the campaign 
forced the joints to cover up their 
dames with pants and brassieres, 
and (2) the sneaker-customers of 


going into a runway palace while 
the heat is on. 

Couple of the smaller | houses 
around town have already given up 
trying and have yanked their run- 
way attractions and have switched 
to straight picture policy. The Rialto, 
| jeading burlesque spot of the mid- 
west, has been hit so badly that 
after posting closing notice and run- 
ning on a strict week-to-week sched- 
ule, is closing down entirely for the 
summer months, reopening late in 
August when the current yapping 
has quieted down. 


Poli Dead 


(Continued from page 47) 

















years later that Poli finally was 
forced in. 

According to report, the Keith of- 
fice notified every New England 
bank it would build an opposition 
house in every Poli town. Poli had 
recently built the Palace, New Haven, 
free and clear, but it had taken all 
his ready money. When he went to 
the bank for funds for expansion, 
he was met with firm refusals. He 
went in with Keith. He was an 
astute business man and his opinions 
were highly valued. He frequently 
lunched with the ‘Morris Managers, 





‘ | Gonzaga University, Spokane, con- | Percy Williams, William Hammer-| 
Excepts ‘Ancient Mariner’ be-| ferred LL.D. degrees on Bing Crosby | 


stein, Sidney Wilmer and others, and 
his opinions were listened to with 
deference. When he was not present 
and some question arose, someone 
was almost certain to say: ‘Poli will 
be here tomorrow. Let’s wait and 
ask him,’ 


not boastful. On one occasion a New 


out in his ‘York State Folks’ 


suggested the manager. 


the Poli matinee. 





mine. 


| who did not put his show before all 
else. 





| P. Alonzo, who had just been made 


| booker. ‘He’s made some mistakes,’ 


| the | 
| next six months at least, with busi- | 
| 


of the burley spots around here fol-, 


has | 


burlesque have stayed away entire-| 
ly, being ashamed now to be seen} 


eo} 


He was proud of his success, but. in Houston, Tex., and was buried in 


York newspaperman went to New, was to the Union Sq., New York. 
Haven to see Arthur Sidman’s try-| Coming to Ohio in 1900, Daniels 
He| became manager of Keith’s Prospect 
got to town in the morning and| and then managed Cleveland Hippo- 
| called on Poli. ‘Let’s go for a ride,’; drome for ten years a few years 
The critic | after 

protested there was not time before! ferred to the United Booking Office 


“You see seven shows a week,’ pro-' vertising business 
tested Poli. ‘You don’t want to see! health forced him to 
We will go for a ride,’ and| earlier years he had been a circus 

they did. He was the only manager | advance man. Wilhelmina Bean Dan- 


| OBITUARIES | 


| S. Z. POLI time he functioned similarly for Ny. 
Sylvester Zeffarino Poli, 77, died | tional Theatres in N, Y. 

at his home, Woodmont, Conn,, May | _ Survived by widow and three chil. 

31, of a heart attack, dren. Interment in Hollywood. 
Comment on his career will be | ald: aii 

found in the vaudeville section, JOSEPH E. MARTIN 
Joseph E. Martin, 78, gen. mer. of 

Oaklawn Park Jockey Club, Hot 

Springs, Ark. and Ft. Erie (Ont) 

Jockey Club near Buffalo, died jy 

St. Louis, May 25. 





RAYMOND H. STAINES 


Capt. Raymond H. Staines, 63, su- 
perintendent ot Sea Breeze Amus- 





ment Park for the last 10 years, for- His widow, five sons and three 

mer animal trainer and circus man- daughters survive. ~~ 

ager, died at his home in Charlotte, 

N. C., May 24. Se GEORGE C. VAN WART 
Born in India, Staines joined the George C. Van Wart, 76, retired 


British army, rose to captain and 
served in India and the Boer War. 
He left the army after the war and 
joined Texas Jack’s Wild West Show 
lin Capetown and met Will Rogers, 
then known as the Cherokee Kid in 
the outfit. Staines then joined the 
‘Frank Fillis Show as an animal 
| trainer, and made several trips into 
the jungle to replace the stock. He 
came to America in 1907 as manager 
of the Zeno aerial troupe. Later he 
was with the Frank Bostock Show 
jand then organized Staines Comedy 
|Circus for tour of vaude circuits. 

| Survived by his widow, mother, 
}a brother in England and a sisier in | 
| India, 


minstrel, died at his home in Yon. 
kers May 24. He was with the 
Primrose outfit for many years. 

Survived by his widow, a son, two 
daughters, two brothers and two sis- 
ters. 





ELINOR STUBITZ 

Elinor Stubitz, 22, midget circus 
performer, formerly of the Century 
ef Progress: Midget Village, was 
killed when struck by an auto in 
Dallas, Texas, May 26. Burial in 
Chicago. 





EDDIE STONE 
Eddie Stone, 26, still photographer 
at Warners, died in L. A. May 27 of 
complications resulting from an op- 
eration for appendicitis. 
His widow and parents survive, 


EMIL H. GERSTLE 


Emil H. Gerstle, who spent prac- 
| tically all of his active life in the 
| theatre, died in New York May 21 
| after a long illness. 
| Born in Louisville, he started 
| working on one of the theatres there, 
| presently becoming associated with 
the press department of the Bar- 
lnum & Bailey circus. He was for 
|a time on the executive staff of Kos- 





FLORENCE H. HAYES 

Florence Hayes, 21, American 
dancer, was killed in Paris in an 
automobile accident May 25. 

Miss Hayes was brought to Paris 
some six months ago by Pierre San- 
drini for his Bal Tabarin, where she 
has been appearing since her arrival 





‘ter & Bial’s music hall and later | here. 
'went ahead of various road com- 
|panies, including two years with Mother of Mort Blumenstock, 


|Frank Daniels. He was connected 
| with the managements of theatres in 
| Somerville and Waltham, Mass., the 
| Valentine, Detroit, and the Portland, 
| Portland. 

| He went into pictures for Hiram 
| Abrams and more recently had been | 


Warner Bros. advertising director, 
and Sid Blumenstock, in charge. af 
Warner advertising for Atlantic City 
Theatres, died in New York May 27 
after a prolonged illness. Another 
son, Leonard, also survives. 








with Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer. Father, 75, of Mary Margaret Mc- 
| He is survived by his brother | Bride, died May 27, 1937, in Win- 
Jules, also in pictures, ter Park, Florida. Professionally 


daughter is Martha Deane, who con- 

HARRY A. DANIELS ducts several radio programs over 
Harry A. Daniels, 65, Cleveland- | WOR, New York. 

'er, who once managed Keith houses Father retired from 

| in Cleveland and elsewhere, died of | Y&@'S 480. 

|a heart attack May 26 at his home 
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Eddie Schmidt, 63, tailor to many 
screen players, was killed in an auto- 
mobile accident in Los Angeles 
May 23. 


Cleveland. His first Keith assignment 





Hiram J. Gibson, 73, father of Hoot 





Gibson, died in Atascadero, Calif. 
it was built. He was trans-| May 27. 
in New York, later going into ad- Joseph Schiund, 47, Paramount 


commissary chef, died May 24 at Gil- 
man Hot Springs, near Hollywood. 


THE BAT 


(Continued from page 56) 


but - ill 
retire. In 


there, 








| iels, his widow, who is a feature | 
| writer on the Houston Press in Tex- | 








« | there was program request that the 
identity of the assassin be kept se- 


have not missed a single perform- | Jack Dawn, makeup artist, at Salt | ,amitted Poli, ‘but not many. I'd ee ae eres cret. Critics complied and so did 
‘a ak ; © ») ’ ° _ m . ° ~ 

ance. Lake City, May 29. rather lose some money because Mrs. Ethel E. Keller, who made | audiences. It was a trick that cer- 
Wife of Roscoe Ails, comedian,; June Lang, film actress, to Victor see ** frequent appearances in Jasper Dee- | tainly helped make “The Bat. 


granted a divorce, $20 a week andj 
custody of their six-year-old daugh- | 29. 
ter. Judge held with Ails that an Patsy Bellamy, 


film 
alleged overheard conversation with 





his stage partner was a phonograph St Seren, a TREE, HOY. 
record, and ordered her name strick- | May 18. . 
en out as co-respondent. | Marla Shelton to Jack Dawn, in 
Dance music season in N. Y. parks | 5@!t Lake City, May 28. Bride is 
with WPA bands to start June 7. }under contract to Paramount. 


Fay Templeton quits the Actors’, Groom heads makeup dept. at Metro. 
Fund home at Englewood for Pitts- 


— Says she asks only*to be let) ilton Westmore, makeup man, on 
atons 

: , | May 3 vas Vegas, N. M. 
Annual spring outdoor art show 1p love Selphy Don. Mag 


Ruth Wolfe 
| New York, May 31. 
actor. Bride is non-pro. 

Harriet Medelia “Foster 


on at Washington Sq. Not much to 
interest the man who gets his hair 
cut, | 
Jambino, alias ‘Rosie, the WPA 
circus elephant on a five-hour sit- 
ne egg a. y+ yong Sunday. | Las Vegas, Nev., May 31. 
Refuse anter the van for trans- ne’ seocreter fore 
port to a new pitch in Queens. Final- | epee oe ee 
ly: gave in when a little girl pre- — 
sented her with a carrot. 
Police crashed the pinball games 
at Coney Sunday, arresting 19 op- 
erators, but permitting them to re- | 
sume in late afternoon after estab- | 
lishing test cases. 
estimate their loss at around $50,000. 
Federal Theatre project announces 
a new play competition for novice 
authors. Dramatists’ Guild sets up a 
$250 prize and project guarantees to 
run the show for a minimum of two 
weeks at the usual $50 a week roy- 


alty. 

Maude Adams. 
retirement at Tannersville, 
Has a 1,200-acre farm there. 

Police raided a Harlem apartment 
Saturday and gathered up 25 cops 
they found there on a 
yarbling. 


~- 


her 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. John Hanagan, son 


Selznick-International 
ment. 


story 


ter, May 27, at Los Angeles. 
is picture director 
Mr. and Mrs, Connie 
son, in Los Angeles, May 25. 
is head cameraman at Warners. 
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Schwarzman 


now 64. goes into 
N.Y. 





| Father is staff pianist at 


' harpist 


Orsatti, agent, in Los Angeles, May | 


actress, to 


Martha Raye, film actress, to Ham- 


to Frank Gould, in 
Groom is legit | 


to Bob | 
Burns, film and radio comedian, in) 
Bride was | 
mar- 


Concessonnaires | May 28. in Culver City. Father is in 
jepart- 


Mr. and Mrs. Russell Mack, daugh- 
Father 

| -™ s 
| for summer, Casino, town’s single | 27 in Battle Creek. 
O'Connell. 
Father 


daughter, in San Francisco. May. 25. 


NBC; | 


| Alonzo doesn’t know yet, than have 
it stolen by a man who does know.’ 
It was his philosophy. 
, He was always a foremost figure 
in local affairs, a good mixer and 
the only Italian member of the 
| Friendly Sons of St. Patrick. He al- 
| Ways turned out in a plug hat and 
green sash for the parades. 
With S. Z. Poli there fades from 
view one of the few remaining mem- 
| bers of the real showmen class. He 


knew how to run a theatre. 

Coming to this country a salaried 
employee, he died with a fortune 
well in excess of $30,000,000. in a 
| palatial home, built on the lines of 
an Italian castle. And he did it all 
on his own initiative, through hard 
work and shrewd judgment. 


Marchesa Gerini. 


. , >. 
Pitt’s Sepia Revue 
Pittsburgh, June 1. 
After closing last week, ostensibly 


burlesque site, is trying one 


Atlantic City. 


jatter nine-week stay at 
' 


charge of | mother (Barbara Merkley) is staff and if it clicks may try a run al! in charge 


! Casino. 


ranked with Perey G. Williams, Wil-| her Own repertory company, died 
liam Hammerstein and their ilk. He! 3t 


He is survived by his widow and 
| four daughters, one of the latter the | opened a 


more. 
show, currently playing sepia revue, | 
‘Brown Skin Models,’ coming in here | 
Earie in 


Show playing on percentage basis! the deceased w 


Story had to do ‘with the cache of 
money stolen from a bank by_ the 
bank president, supposed to be dead. 
There is a hidden room in the house, 
sought by the accused cashier who Is 
engaged to the weepy heroine, SO 
that he can clear himself of embezzle- 
ment charges. Mysterious messages 
are delivered, lights go out for some 
reason or none and suspicion is cast 
upon most of the characters up to 
the last minute. ‘ 

Runner-up to Miss Vokes is Min- 
nette Barrett, who stepped into the 
original ‘Bat,’ the mistress of the 
house, with the instincts of a detec- 
tive. Robert Ober, as a doctor whom 
she suspects, carries his assignment 
well, until he fells the headquartets 
man by a phoney blow with an ash 
tray or something. Herman Lieb 1s 
okay as the dick. Linda Lee Hill 
as the worried heroine is mild 

Revival could have been rehearsed 
more, but it is slated for but on€ 
week, as are ‘Cat and Canary an 
“Warning.’ which follow. Trio to ue 
repeated if they catch on. Sponsor 
have the right idea in scaling the 


Majestic at $1.10 top, it being of larse 
be enough 


ter’s Hedgerow theatre productions, 
|died at her home in Swarthmore, 
| Pa., last week, 

She was for many years a member 
|of the Swarthmore Players’ Club 
| and was a wel-known artist, having 
| won numerous prizes with her char- 

coal drawings. 





MARGIE ADAMS 


| Margie Adams, 56, long heading 


her home in Massena Point, N. 
Y.. May 27, after a long illness. 

With her husband, H. Wilmont 
Young. co-starred with her, she re- 
tired about four years ago. In addi- 
tion to Mr. Young she is survived 
by a son and daughter. 





ELLA M. FITZPATRICK 
Mrs. Ella M. Fitzpatrick, 83, who 
professional stage career 
it age of 9 as Little Eva in Uncle 
| Tom's Cabin, died May 23 in Battle 
| Creek. Mich.. where she had made 








|her home since retirj , capacity. There should r 
aes € since reti ing from the people who will go for that pl ice to 

oe see ace mystery plays. Ibee. 

| Funeral services were held May | ——_—— 


‘FACTS’ FACE TRYON 
-_ oN Hollywood, June I. 
> - ae a Grand National has set Glen 
: ~—— Kent, 47, died in New York, | Tryon to direct ‘Face the Facts,” Ws 
May 31. A brother of Sidney R.| second Stuart Erwin starrer 


| Kent, president of 20th-Fox Pictures,| Picture will be made from = 
| wes formerly a v. p.| ence Budington Kelland’s original. 
of ‘real estate for thé Fox with screenplay by Betty Laidlaw 


West Coast Theatres. 


and at one and Robert Lively. 
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Wednesday, June 2, 1937 


FORUM 


4 


VARIETY 63% 














Fae are 
| Literati | 


(Continued from page 59) 








the Federal law prohibiting distri- 
bution through the mails of news- 
papers containing lists of winners of 
drawings. Washington apparently 
was unwilling to back up the stand 
and yet took no steps to reverse or 
rebuke Goldman. Sun stated with 
the department at once aggressive 
and vague on the subject at this time 
paper would omit lists, 


— 


Lee Heads Examiner Chapter 

Los Angeles Examiner chapter of 
the American Newspaper Guild has 
elected Jimmy Lee, rewrite man, 
chairman, Casey Shawhan is vice- 
chairman, San Sansone ‘second vice- 
chairman, Urcel Daniel secretary, 
and Albert Brett treasurer. 

Delegates to the L.'A. Guild board 
of governors are Frank Fause, A. H. 
Frederick and Lee. 





Newsmen Upheld In Pa. 

A bill permitting newspapermen 
to withhold the sources of their in- 
formation was approved by the 
Pennsylvania legislature last week 
and went to Governor Earle for his 
signature. ,Measure provides that 
employes of all but temporary po- 
litical papers can refuse ‘to disclose 
names of informants, © 

This is ninth state. in ,which such 
laws have been passed. Others are 
New Jersey, Maryland, Alabama, 





Kentucky, West. Virginia, Arizona, 

Arkansas and California, 
CHATTER ' 

Evelyn Seeley goes to Lake 


Georgé soon. : 
Heinz Liepmann to go on lecture 
tour next fall. 
Rita Weiman will spend the sum- 
mer in Fairfield, Conn. 


Nancy: Hamilton returns from Eng- 
land: at.the end of June, 

Ruth Woodbury Sedgwick‘ of Stage 
mag planning a trip to Europe. 

R. W. Thompson planning an 18 
months’ trip to South America. 


Sam A. Lewisohn has finished a 
book on ‘Painters and Personality.’ 


Clifton Fadiman, book critic of the 
New Yorker, is being signed for lec- 
ture dates. 

Guild contract submitted by 
Hearst’s Sun-Telegraph in Pitts- 
burgh has been turned down by the 
sheet’s unit for the second consecu- 
tive time. 

Wilbur L. Arthur has resigned 
from Paul Block Associates, to be- 
come manager of Chicago Daily 
News New York office which will be 
opened in July. 

John LeRoy Johnston, western ed 
for Fawcett Publications, has gone 
east for home office confabs. He will 
stop at Breezy Point, Minn., New 
York and Louisville. 

David W. Hulburd, Jr., of Time 
mag staff, has been transferred to 
the New York office from San Fran- 
cisco. Is contributing editor in 
charge of outside coverage. 

Covici, Friede will publish Ben 
Hecht’s new play, ‘To Quito and 
Back,’ in the fall. Scheduled for the 
Theatre Guild’s opener, it’s his first | 
Play without a collaborator since | 
‘The Egotist.’ 

Frank Smothers, Far Eastern cor- | 
respondent for the Chicago Daily 
News in Tokio, has gone to Shang- 
hai to confer with Reginald Sweet- 
land, his successor. Smothers soon 
leaves for Chicago before going to 
Rome where he is to be stationed. 

Elizabeth L. Mann, assistant pro- 
fessor of English lit. at Western Col- | 
lege, Oxford, Ohio, won the Stein- 
way piano offered by Random House | 
for the best letter on book titled 
‘Tchaikowsky — Beloved Friend.’ 

early 5,000 letters were submitted. 

Majority of studio publicity men 
held a meeting in Hollywood last 
week and voted to form a chapter 
of the American Newspaper Guild 
aS an @filiate of the Los Angeles 
Guild. Charter amendment will be | 
Presented at the ANG convention in | 
St. Louis. 


Negotiations between the Troy | 
‘N. Y.) Record papers and the Tri- | 
City Newspaper Guild began after | 
President Zoe B. Fales notified the 
Management the Guild had been 
designated as the bargaining agent 
for editorial employees of the two | 
dailies, 

Random House is publishing Ward | 
Morehouse’s ‘Miss Quis’ bought by 
Columbia Pictures. Book, out this | 
week, will carry a foreward by 
Morehouse explaining the circum- 
“tances under which the play was 
written and how he travelled all | 


a. the country to get material 
or it. 








| 
| 
| 
} 


WHAT THEY THINK 


Is Criticism a Felony? 
New York, May 27. 
Editor, Variety: 


Why can’t I sue a critic for wrong- 
guessing on my film product? 

I’m only a dumb immigrant who 
operates a hole-in-the-wall film par- 
lor playing product after all the 
truly smart exhibitors have milked 
the box office nourishment down to 
where: if there’s anything left, it’s 
practically sneeze powder. Never- 
theless, by using my son as my pro- 
jectionist, and my wife as the jani- 
tor, and selling and taking tickets 
myself so that I get a square count, 
I have managed to pay off on a used 
Buick. 


I think I'm entitled to ask a couple | 


of questions, particularly since I'm a 
paid-up subscriber who _ believes 
everything (nearly) he reads in 
VARIETY. 


Question: ‘Why doesn’t some- 
one call a halt on the ever in- 
creasing avalanche of ‘official critics’ 
who destroy our trade, in order to 
build up their circulations or to 
make themselves important enough 
te get a vaudeville date?’ 


Question: ‘What would happen if a | 


guy like me sued a few of the 


phoney radio and inksters, et al., for. 


actual damage? What does ‘Va- 


RIETY’S lawyer say the chances would | 
be for collecting, or at least estab- | 
|lishing some court rulings and pre- 


cedents that would be future pro- 
tection? My own lawyer, who only 
gets paid for making out my incame 
tax report, says that I'd have. a 
swell. chance to collect, and _ get 
famous at the same time, because 
I'm just unimportant enough 
make it stick. If I was a chain op- 
erator, he says, I'd get a jury’s horse 
laugh. I'm afraid of my lawyer be- 
cause I think he’s trying to stick me 


for a fee, but you smart lads ought | 


to. be able to tell me the lowdown. 

It’s getting to be terrible. Every 
grade school and high school and 
wet-wash college now has class in- 
struction on ‘how-to-be-a-film-critic.’ 
Add these millions to those preach- 
ers, teachers, politicians, near-critics 
on near-newspapers or magazines, 
and toothpaste-hour critics (all of 
whom demand passes for themselves, 
their bartenders and relatives, and 
maybe carefare and a few ads, too) 


and you've got something there, | 


VARIETY. 


Suppose I used my screen to pan 
the Herald-Tribune or Ipana Tooth- 
paste or Crinkly Candy for Kiddies? 
How long would it be before they 
sued me for damages for slander? 
So why can’t I do it? Id like to 
get famous, and maybe take a safe, 
fat bite out of somebody at the 
same time. So let's have a legal 
opinion out of you, VaRIETy. Don’t 
give me any ‘public interest’ pap, 
either. 

Joe Opopopolus, 
Managing Director, 
Bronx Canned Music Hall. 
(Not a Rockefeller Joint.) 
You'd be surprised! 


Jack Robbins Answered 
Hachita, New Mexico, May 28. 
Editor, VARIETY: 


Some weeks ago Jack Robbins 
was squawking in your columns 
about the Music Publishing situation 
in as far as Hollywood motion pic- 
ture producers are concerned. Jack 
Robbins is a darn poor sport to 
bellyache now, after having moved 
heaven and earth to get into the 
situation he now finds himself in. 
No one can blame the motion picture 


industry for taking advantage of the 


situation as, after all, they are in 
the business to make all the money 
they can. 

Only ones to be blamed are the 
New York publishing houses and 
their greedy policies, based upon 
principles which in course of time 
will mean their complete absorption 


| by Hollywood money. Jack Robbins 


begs for an allowance of $25,000 on 
each music-film to the publisher of 
the songs therein. That would be 
nice pickings, no matter how you 
look at it, and no doubt there would 
be more trash published than even 
now. 

Give me $25,000 with no strings 
attached to it and I will revolution- 


|ize the entire music publishing in- 


dustry! The one thing Jack Rob- 
bins is correct about, however, is 
the fact that under the present Hol- 
lywood song writing system no 
worthwhile songs can be produced. 
Songs cannot be ground out of the 
sausage machines; they must be 
created by inspiration. 


Old vaudeville and musical pro- 


to | 





duction system was sound after all, 
when artists and producers selected 
their material from the popular 
music publisher’s catalog, instead of 
grinding them through the sausage 
mill at so much per dozen, 

Yours truly, 


Albert E. Bader, 





W. H. Fowler Clarifies 


Charlotte, N. C., May 29. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

In Variety of May 26, the article 
}On page six, headlined ‘Charlotte 
|85% Enrolled’ is misleading. This 
| article was printed in the city daily 
| papers, and whoever sent it in to 
| VARIETY possibly changed it with the 
|intention of injuring me or the 
| newly organized Film Exchange Em- 
| ployees Union. 


| Following paragraph is the one I 
| have reference to, ‘This organiza- 
| tion,” Fowler explained, ‘has nothing 
, to do with either the CIO, or with 
| motion picture unions on the West 
| Coast.’ It’ should ‘have read, ‘This 
organization is not connected with 
the CIO, or with the unions on 
strike at the studios on the West 
| Coast.’ a fet, 

| Every one in the theatre business 
| should know the LA.T.S.E. is very 
} 


much represented in the basic 
agreement in the studios, and that if 
| we organized under the LA.T\S.E. 
| banner we are bound to be con- 
nected with that International Union. 


| I will appreciate if you will make 
| this correction in the next issue of 
Variety, and I am enclosing a clip- 
ping of the latest activities of the 
| Film Exchange Employees Union 
B-33. 


W. H. Fowler, 


Business Agent, 
Local 322, 
| LA.T.S.E. 


She’H Burst 
New York, May 26. 
Editor, Variety: 

The Ager dame is swell! 

Don’t stop her doing those com- 
ments on films. It’s the only real 
criticism around. 

Kyle Crichton, 
Collier's. 
Scholarly Rebuke 
Stanford, Cal., May 28. 
Editor, VARIETY: 
I quote from Variety: 
Vincent Lopez plays for Stam- 


ford College prom, Stamford, 
Calif., May 21. 





What a bunch of provincial heels 
you are! It’s Stanford, with an ‘n,’ 
not an ‘m,’ and it’s a university, not 
a college. Also, it’s world-famous, 
as witnesseth the scheduled trans- 
oceanic radio debate with the Uni- 
versity of Edinburgh, via NBC and 
BBC, on June 5. 


Incidentally, Lopez’ Junior Prom 
date scored the highest gross of any 
Stanford Junior Prom ever. 

Phil Bernheim, 
Stanford Daily. 





Omissions 
Chicago, May 28. 





Editor, Variety: 


In Variety (May 12) your column 
| of Famous Singers and Songs They 
| Made Famous, I want to know what 
| happened to the one and only team 
|of Bayes and Norworth and their 
|famous ‘Shine On, Harvest Moon.’ 
| Also Van and Schenck and ‘I Won- 
|der What's Become of Sally.’ To 
me these should go somewhere at 
| the top of the list. I can’t imagine 
anyone overlooking these favorites. 
What do you think? 

I am and always will be a ‘Flesh 


Show’ fan and hope it will come 
back 100% soon. 


Miss Dorothy Deegan. 


Rally Round ‘The’ Sturgis 
New York, May 28. 
Editor, VARIETY: 


Will you kindly publish this letter 

in your ‘What They Think’ forum? 
I am calling a meeting, of The Uni- 
versal Forum, to discuss the resump- 
tion of The Universal Theatre, of 
which I am the founder. It was this 
_ theatre that promoted the successful 
| production of ‘Maya,’ in English, in 
Paris, at the Studio des Champs 
| Elysees. It is a theatre, of the uni- 
| versal mind, and really of, by, and 
|for the people. People are every- 
body. Not just the rabble. 


We ask the actors and actresses, 








particularly, to respond to this com- 
munication. The most intelligent 
people of the stage are the players. 

What to do? I have the price for 
the first production of The Universal 
Theatre. I have the play, called 
‘Civilization,’ or ‘Was It Ever Like 
This?’, which is sort of a New York 
Grand Guignol. It exposes the hon- 
orable man, of Capitalism or Com- 
munism, for the jackass that he is. 
All capitalists and communists are 
jackasses. It is time we produced 
some universalists in this nation. A 
universalist is simply a broncho who 
kicks hell out of a capitalist or a 
communist. Neither cne are Ameri- 
cans. Both are what happens when 
mules becdme ‘literary’. and read 
‘Three Weeks.’ 

As for the recent Theatre Council 
at the Hotel Astor, who said any- 
thing there at all? Just one person, 
one actor, by the name of Burgess 
Meredith. 

My universal regards to Variety. 
Your forum—not ‘written by your 
staff—is by far the best department 
of your publication. Gardenias, not 


orchids, to Katherine Johnson, for 
her recent contribution. Actors, 
actresses, are you reading? Scram 


our direction without delay. 
David Sturgis. 


Waste Basket Morale 
Kansas City, Kan.,.May 24. 
Editor, Variety: 

You have an A No. 1 Kansas City 
rep in V. C. Hoyt.. All of us here 
at KCKN.know him and like him, 
and we keep him supplied with in- 
formation on everything we do. 

However, if you don't mind chuck- 
ing our stuff in the waste basket, 
we'd like to continue squandering 
stamps on. mailing some of it direct. 
‘It helps the morale: of the staff to 
see pieces about them being mailed 
direct to ‘Variety, whether’ these 
pieces ever see print or not. 

Ellis Atteberry, 
Gen. Mgr., Station KCKN, 


ACROSS THE BLUE 


(Continued from page 56) 


stiff acting in the preliminaries 
comes through with a satisfying con- 
fession scene. 

‘Across the Blue’ presents as hero- 
ine one Mary Wilson (Miss Fred- 
erick), a young widow with three 


children. Wandering into a spiritu- 
alist mission after she has been 
evicted from her home, Mary 


startles the ‘pastor’ and his wife by 
picking up messages out of the ether 
even better than they can. Explan- 
ation is that her dead husband, 
Peter, stands besides her and serves 
as a link to the other world. Mary 
is prevailed upon to stick with the 
mission and use her gift for the good 
of mankind. 

Author jumps ten years, showing 
us Mary as a famous woman to 
whom dozens of people trek daily 
with their problems. But while 
Mary can tell others what to do, her 
own affairs are a sorry muddle. One 
of her children dies of a lingering 
illness, and her mercenary daughter 
elopes with a _ middle-aged man, 
twice divorced. Final blow comes 
with Mary’s discovery, through spir- 
itualistic means, that her — son, 
Stephen, is the murderer of a girl 
who was to bear his child. A spy- 
ing secretary gets wind of this and 
turns Stephen over for execution, 
after which she kills herself. 


Mary gradually recognizes that her 
‘gift’ of second sight is really a curse, 
and that if she had not been so busy 
helping others she might have made 
a success of her own life. At the end 
she learns that her husband has 
passed into another phase of ex- 
istence where he can no _ longer 
reach her, so Mary consents to marry 
faithful Hugh Corliss, who has been 
proposing for years. 

As already indicated, ‘Across the 
Blue’ might achieve effective mo- 


ments if the idea weren't so hard to| Country Club, 
Author tries to place the}! June 18, 
character of Mary Wilson within the | 
realm of possibility by pointing out} 
that such people do happen along | a+ 
at rare intervals—the last one being | 
But Mary, pulling bits | ° 
| ing 


take. 


Joan of Arc. 
of information out of thin air and 
talking to a ghost, never seems real. 

Acting is more than adequate for 
a summer production, 
Frederick's poise and 
off by several handsome gowns. 
addition to the several Jones, 
supporting cast includes Ralph Mac- 





British Quota 


(Continued from page 12) 














$200,000 or over. Minimum cost 
clause, on the other hand, they feel 
would involve them in the obliga- 
tion to spend their pennies wisely 
in an effort to produce salable enter- 
tainment in place of the $5 a foot 
quota junk with which they have 
admittedly juggled in the past. 
Dangerous 

Outcome threatens to be deadly 
serious, with Dr. Leslie Burgin, M. 
P., number one exec of the B.O.T., 
having plainiy told the industry, if 
it could not run its affairs for itself, 
the government would most emphat- 
icaily step in and take over the reins. 

Other slant on the quota morass is 
a debate at C.E.A. only General 
Council on the action of First Na- 
tional in booking a New Zealand 
quickie as quota, so contravening 
what they hold to be the spirit of the 
Films Act. London speakers. claimed 
the action was a flagrant breach of 
act, and was a case which might weil 
go béfore the suggested negotiating 
committee with the Board of Trade. 

General Secretary Fuller agreed it 
could usefully do so, and. other 
members recalled cases in which the 


W.B-F.N. combination had offered 
Indian‘ silent’ quickies to meet. the 
quota bill. That was some time 


back, however, and it would be un- 
fair to single out Warners, which 
more than most, has strenuously 
endeavored to produce and maintain 
its own output of, marketable British 
pictures. 

Picture in question is titled ‘Down 
on the Farm,’ and in the opinion of 
trade viewers—the only persons here 
ever likely to see it—smells. ' 

Meanwhile a hopeful Indian mer- 
chant is still trying to peddle round 
Wardour Street 14,000 feet of native 
film in Tamil dialect—whatever that 
may be—alleging it to be an Indian 
musical! Declares it has value’ as 
quota, and the lucky agent who 
signs on the dotted lines will get 
rights to a further line-up of similar 
material for this market. 

Case is an indication of the ridicu- 
lous state to which the ¥ilms Act 
gets reduced if applied strictly in the 
letter. So long as pictures are pro- 
duced in the U.K. or within the Em- 
pire subject to minor factors they 
automatically rank for quota. 


On the Upbeat 
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vocalist. A new band shell has been 
added to the dance pavilion this 
year. 





Glen Gray Casa Loma Orch fol« 
lowing Ted FioRito, Jimmy Dorsey 
and Benny Goodman into the Palo- 
mar Ballroom, Los Angeles, scat- 
tered records by drawing 5,000 ad- 
missions on opening night, May 26. 





Johnny Hamp plays a four-day 
automotive exhibit at Pontiac, Mich., 
opening Thursday (3). Set by CRA, 
bands then moves into Ohio for 
string of one-niters terminating on 
June 15 with opening at New Penn 
Club, Pittsburgh. 


Mike Riley and outfit will tour the 


Cy Shribman ballrooms in New 
England during June and make a 
Vitaphone short when returns to 


N. Y., next month. 





Chauncey Cromwell's Commodores 
are current at Pinehurst Inn, Buf- 
falo, on a three-week spotting. Clos- 
ing June 15, orch opens for summer 
at Sagamore, Lake George, N. Y. 





CRA’s Cab Calloway is set for the 
New Armory, Rockford, Il., June 29. 








with Miss | 
restraint set) 
In | 
the | 


Irving Rose band plays Hairfield 
Southport, Conn, 


Hal Kemp goes in for single night 
Peacock ballroom, Virginia Beach, 
June 9, with Tommy Dorsey swine- 





it single night on June 16. at 
same spot. 
Dean Hudson Florida Clubmen 


took several days at Seaside Park, 
Virginia Beach, beginning May 29, 
Paul Whiteman had one-night stand, 








Bane, who does what he can with | May 28. 

the rather negative role of Mary's 

suitor; Walter O. Hill, Alice Powell; Paul Whiteman band, opening 
and Will Henry, excellent as the! Friday (4) at Palace theatre, Chi, 
warm-hearted mission folk, and will slip in a single-stander nicht 
other yoeman performers, among) before at Melody Mill, Dubuque, la. 
whom Isobel Rose, Lester Lonergan, | 

3rd, Miriam Battista, Clement |! eds 
O'Loghlen, Arden Young, William | Ferde Grofe will fly to the Coast 
Hitch, Karen Stewart. Jane Nova|t® Swish the stick over the Los 
and Eva Whitney contribute agree- | Angeles Symph’s concert in the 


ably. Paul. 


| Hollywood Bowl on July 22. 
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